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Criminology Teachers 

Mrs Savage: Savage.N@welearn365.com 

Mrs Southworth: Bennett.H@welearn365.com  
Please note that this course covers a range of criminal offences so please be aware that 

some discussions may involve sensitive topics.  
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Welcome to the Level 3 Applied Criminology Course!  
You have joined us at an exciting time as this is the very first year the Social 
Science Department are delivering this course so we hope you will enjoy this 
course as much as we will enjoy teaching it. We are eager to get started!  

You have chosen a subject that combines elements of sociology, psychology and 
law and that complements studies in humanities. Each unit has an applied 
purpose which demands that learning is related to authentic case studies – this is 
the interesting bit! It will make you think in ways you couldn’t imagine, and you will 
certainly have a very different outlook on society by the end of the course.  

This pack will provide a brief overview of the course, material required, and finally it 
will provide both your induction tasks and summer project that will be due in during 
your first Criminology lesson.  

 

Structure of the Course 

Year 1  

Units 1 and 2 are completed in the first year and comprise an 8-hour controlled 
assessment (5 hours + 3 hours) plus an external examination.  

Year 2  

Units 2 and 3 are completed in the second year and also comprise an 8-hour 
controlled assessment plus an external examination. 

This is a two-year course. You must complete and pass ALL 4 units to gain a Level 3 
Applied Diploma in Criminology. The overall grade will be recorded on a scale A*-
E.   

Units covered over the two years  

 

GLH = Guided learning hours – represents the time you are taught by your teacher.  
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Specification  

WJEC is the awarding exam board and I would strongly urge you to look at the 
specification for more detail about the course and topics. You can find this at: 
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/criminology-level-3/#tab_overview 

Skills required  

This is a demanding course and requires a large amount of independent learning, 
research skills, examination skills and techniques. You will be required to use your 
study time effectively so be pro-active!  

You will be expected to know and understand the information covered, to be able 
to apply that knowledge and understanding and to be able to analyse and 
evaluate that knowledge and understanding.  

Textbook  

Criminology Book One for the WJEC 
Level 3 Applied Certificate & Diploma 
by Rob Webb, Annie Townend; 
Paperback; Publisher: Napier Press   
ISBN 9780993423598 
 
We recommend that you purchase 
the following book by Napier Press for 
the first year of the course. There is of 
course no such thing as a perfect 
book so we will reference a range of 
sources from different books but if you 
would like to purchase another book 
in addition to the one suggested, that 
would also be fine but please ensure 
that it is catered for this course 
(funding support can be available if 
required and can be discussed with 
the Sixth form team). 

Materials  

You will be provided with exercise books throughout the year for classwork and 
home learning activities. However, you will require the following:  

- Lined paper, revision cards and Post- it Notes.          
- Stationary including coloured highlighters and pens.  
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Induction Tasks and Summer Project 

Please complete the following induction and summer project tasks set in this 
booklet in readiness to begin your studies and in preparation for your Head Start 
Test. This will show us your commitment and will be used alongside your GCSE 
grades as entry criteria. Sixth form study is hard work and there are no short cuts. 
Commitment to your studies is essential. Good Luck and Stay Safe!  

Induction Tasks  

The following tasks need to be completed on lined paper and each task should be 
titled and numbered. Attach the completed tasks to your summer project and 
hand this in during your first criminology lesson. The following tasks will give you an 
insight on some of the material that is covered in both Unit 1 and Unit 2 of the 
course. You will be required to use the internet for the majority of tasks in this pack. 

Induction Task 1 – What is Criminology? 

What is Criminology? A Crash Course  

Watch the following clip and write down 5 things that tell you what criminology is. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?V=tdaqqIFQdTE 

 

Induction Task 2 – Crime and Deviance  

Identify and explain the difference between a crime and deviance. 

A crime can be defined as: ……………… 

Deviance is:  …………. 

Examples of crime is:  …………. 

Examples of deviance are: …………… 

Induction Task 3 – Changes  

Think of three different ways society has changed in reference to crime and 
deviance over the last 100 years. Try to be specific about the change e.g. 
homosexuality is no longer illegal due to ‘decriminalisation’ and explain this point.  
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Induction Task 4 – Differences  

Identify three ways in which British society is different to another (America, Italy 
etc). Explain why there are such differences between the societies?  

Induction Task 5 -Crime or Deviance?  

Famous Faces and their crimes? Or deviance? Match the famous face to the act 
of crime or deviance. 

 

 
 

A. Trespassing and damage of property leading to loss of owner’s income. 
B. Arrested for possession and being under the influence of drugs, possession of 

an unloaded gun and trespassing. 
C. Arrested for protesting outside the South African embassy against unfair 

treatment of Black people in South Africa. 
D. Arrested for assault, driving under the influence of drugs, driving whilst 

license was suspended. 
E. Avoiding paying £20 million in tax that would help to pay for the NHS, 

Welfare and Schools in this country. 
F. Driving under the influence of alcohol and causing a collision injuring two 

other people. 
 

Answers at the end of the pack! 
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Summer Project 

SP Task 1 – Types of Crime  

Research each of the six types of crime below. You will need to show that you 
know and understand the definition of the type of crime, the typical offender and 
the typical victim. You will need to provide two examples of each.  
 
 
State Crime 
 
Definition? 
 
Typical Offender? 
 
Typical Victim? 
 
Examples? 
 

White Collar Crime 
 
Definition? 
 
Typical Offender? 
 
Typical Victim? 
 
Examples? 
 

Moral Crimes 
 
Definition? 
 
Typical Offender? 
 
Typical Victim? 
 
Examples? 
 

Domestic Violence Crime 
 
Definition? 
 
Typical Offender? 
 
Typical Victim? 
 
Examples? 
 

Hate Crime 
 
Definition? 
 
Typical Offender? 
 
Typical Victim? 
 
Examples? 
 

Honour Crimes 
 
 
Definition? 
 
Typical Offender? 
 
Typical Victim? 
 
Examples? 
 

 
SP Task 2 – Campaigns  
 
As part of your course for Unit 1 you will have to look at campaigns that have 
caused a change in the law. You will also have to plan your own campaign. 

Conduct research on at least three of the following campaigns. Find out what the 
original crime was that sparked the campaign; what the aim of the campaign 
was; what methods were used (e.g. TV interviews, advertising, wristbands, petitions, 
T-shirts etc) and whether the campaign was successful. 

Sarah’s Law 
 

The Double Jeopardy 
Law 

 

Dignity in Dying 
 

Snowdrop Campaign 
 

Slow Down for Bobby 
 

Anti-Foxhunting 
Campaign 
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SP Task 3 – Media Representations of Crime  
 

a. It is essential that you keep up to date with current affairs, in particular with 
news and reports of criminality and criminal justice policy. In Unit 1 you will 
be expected to analyse how the media reports crime. Therefore, for this task 
I would like you to research how newspapers in particular, report crimes and 
the types of crime they tend to report on. Consider differences between 
local newspapers, national newspapers, tabloids and broadsheets in their 
reporting of crime. You will need to compare four different types of 
newspapers.  

Newspaper 1 
Name:  
Type of newspaper:  
Types of crime reported: 
Examples of headlines/language used: 
 

Newspaper 2 
Name:  
Type of newspaper:  
Types of crime reported: 
Examples of headlines/language used: 

Newspaper 3 
Name:  
Type of newspaper:  
Types of crime reported: 
Examples of headlines/language used: 
 

Newspaper 4 
Name:  
Type of newspaper: 
Types of crime reported:  
Examples of headlines/language used: 

 

b. From the research gathered above, write about four impacts media 
representations may have on the public perception of crime e.g. how will 
certain people feel reading the information? What will be the 
consequence? Could it lead to a moral panic? Research what this term 
means and apply it to the question.  

c. I now want you to focus on media representations of crime within a fictional 
context. I want you to create a poster which advertises a new electronic 
crime game for a console or PC. Think about who would be the audience 
for this game e.g. age, gender etc. Why might they like to play it? What 
images linked to crime makes it appealing to the audience?  

d. Now write down the impact fictional representations of crime might have on 
certain audiences. You need to identify and explain at least three.  

SP Task 4 – Social Policy  

Research how the terrorist attack on the ‘Twin Towers’ in New York in 2001 led to a 
change in how the British police and government changed their emphasis and 
priorities on crime. (Type ‘police and terrorism since 2001 in England and Wales’ 
into Google). You need to create an overview of your findings on 1 A4 sheet of 
paper.  
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SP Task 5 – Policing and Crime Prevention  

a. Go to the Police UK website http://www.police.uk/ and type in your local 
postcode and look at the crimes in the local area. Write a reflection of 
which types of crimes the police should be focusing their resources on in 
your area. You will need to justify your reasoning behind why you have 
chosen such crimes.  

b. Websites such as the one above show patterns and trends of crime in areas 
by using official statistics. Although official statistics can be useful it can also 
have many limitations. Identify four limitations of using official statistics for 
measuring criminal behaviour and activity.  

c. One of the reasons why crime statistics are flawed is because there are 
issues with under-reporting. Explain three reasons why this might happen and 
explain why certain types of crimes are not reported to the police.  

SP Task 6 – Case Study of Ruth Ellis  

During this course you will be required to analyse a range of case studies and you 
will apply such case studies within your controlled assessment in January and in 
your exam during the summer term. Therefore, I would like you to research the 
case of Ruth Ellis. Ellis was convicted of murder and was hanged in 1955. Using 
effective researching skills, find out whether Ellis should have been convicted of 
murder or manslaughter. Explain why this judgement was made. Complete further 
research on the Ellis case and I would like you to come up with explanations of 
how she could have been defended from being hanged. This work should fit onto 
two pages of A4 paper.  

SP Task 7 - Nature vs Nurture – The Big Debate  

There are many ways of explaining why certain people do things in certain ways. 
For example, biologists think that people behave as they do because they are 
controlled by nature. This is known as Nature theory. Humans are compared to 
animals and seen to act on instinct. 

Sociologists believe that people behave as they do because they are taught how 
to behave. For example, the sociologist Michael Haralambos states, ‘Human 
beings learn their behavior and use their intelligence whereas animals simply act 
on instinct.’ This is known as Nurture theory. Nurture means the way you are 
brought up. It is also a reference to socialisation, the lifelong process by which we 
learn our culture, values, norms and how to behave. 

a. Research the childhood backgrounds of one notorious serial murderer such 
as Fred West or Harold Shipman. The focus should be on life history and not 
subsequent crimes. Thinking about what you have read about Nature and 
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Nurture, which explanation could account for their criminal behaviour? 
Justify your answer by giving examples of how either explanation could be 
linked to their criminal behaviour.  

SP Task 8 – Individualistic Theory of Criminality  

This task is designed to allow you to demonstrate your understanding and to 
showcase your writing skills. Using the material below, explain, describe and 
evaluate one individualistic theory of criminality. You will be assessed on the quality 
of your written style, the level to which you have understood the theory, the use of 
key concepts, your organisational skills and ability to follow instructions. 

Your essay should have: 

• Clear paragraphs, an introduction and conclusion 
• Accurate spelling, punctuation and full sentences 
• Correct use of grammar 
• Accurate phrasing 
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SP Task 9: Glossary  

Complete the glossary of key concepts that you have looked at so far in this pack.   

Key Concepts  Definition 

Criminology  

 

Deviance  

 

Decriminalisation  

 

Moral Panic  

 

The following pages have been 
taken from the book: WJEC 
Level 3 Applied Certificate and 
Diploma by Carole A 
Henderson.  

You do not have to purchase 
this book, but you can visit the  
website below and view the 
sample pages. You will find the 
attached in this sample.  

The sample pages also cover 
some of the material on earlier 
tasks e.g. hate crime, honour 
crime and domestic violence 
etc. 
https://www.illuminatepublishin
g.com/index.php?main_page=
product_info&cPath=30&produ
cts_id=157 
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Honour Crime   

 

Domestic Violence  

 

The Double Jeopardy Law 
 

 

 

Official statistics  

 

Nature   

 

Nurture   

 

Individualistic theory   

 

 
SP Task 10: Check Answers to Induction Task 5 
 

A. Trespassing and damage of property leading to loss of owner’s income 
B. Arrested for possession and being under the influence of drugs, possession of 

an unloaded gun and trespassing 
C. Arrested for protesting outside the South African embassy against unfair 

treatment of Black people in South Africa 
D. Arrested for assault, driving under the influence of drugs, driving whilst 

license was suspended 
E. Avoiding paying £20 million in tax that would help to pay for the NHS, 

Welfare and Schools in this country 
F. Driving under the influence of alcohol and causing a collision injuring two 

other people 
 

1. Ant McPartlin – F 
2. Lindsay Lohan – D 
3. Robert Downey Jr – B 
4. Gary Barlow – E 
5. Jeremy Corbyn – C 
6. Theresa May – A 
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Completion of Tasks Checklist 

Before you hand in your work during your first criminology lesson you will need to 
ensure that you have completed everything on the checklist below. Remember 
the tasks set have been designed for the Head Start Test you will be sitting during 
your first week in 6th form. Hand in your work to your teacher during your first lesson. 

Induction Tasks Checklist  
Induction Tasks  Completed  
Induction Task 1 – What is Criminology? 
 

 

Induction Task 2 – Crime and Deviance  
 

 

Induction Task 3 – Changes  
 

 

Induction Task 4 – Differences  
 

 

Induction Task 5 – Crime or Deviance  
 

 

 

Summer Project Task Checklist  
Summer Project Tasks  Completed  
SP Task 1 – Types of Crime  
 

 

SP Task 2 – Campaigns 
 

 

SP Task 3 – Media Representations of Crime  
 

 

SP Task 4 – Social Policy  
 

 

SP Task 5 – Policing and Crime Prevention  
 

 

SP Task 6 – Case Study of Ruth Ellis  
 

 

SP Task 7 - Nature vs Nurture – The Big Debate  

 

 

SP Task 8 – Individualistic Theory of Criminality  
 

 

SP Task 9: Glossary  

 

 

SP Task 10: Check Answers to Induction Task 5 
 

 

 

We are looking forward to seeing you in September – have a good summer! 
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Reading List - Criminology Useful things to watch  
1984 – George Orwell  

Folk Devils and Moral Panics – Stanley 
Cohen 

A Glasgow Gang Observed – Patrick 
James 

Gang Leader For A Day – Sudhir 
Venkatesh 

Fake Law – The Secret Barrister 

Traces: Memoir of a Forensic Scientist 
and Criminal Investigator – Patricia 
Wiltshire 

My Life With Murderers – David Wilson 

A wide range of newspapers 
including The Guardian and 
Independent  

 

• Any documentaries, including 
Panorama, Louis Theroux, Stacey 
Dooley, Mind of a Murderer etc 

• Black Mirror series (Netflix) 
• Goodfellas 
• The Godfather (part 2 is the best) 
• Legend 
• McMafia (previously BBC i-player) 
• Freedom Writer’s Diary 
• Dangerous Minds 
• Chernobyl (drama) 
• When They See Us (Netflix) 
• The Society (Netflix) 
• Blood Diamond 
• Ted Talks/Crime/Criminal Justice 
• Orange is the New Black (Netflix) 
• The Innocence Files (Netflix) 
• Cold Case Files (Netflix) 
• I Am A Killer (Netflix) 
• When They See Us Now – Oprah 

Winfrey (Netflix) 
• The Stanford Prison Experiment 

(Youtube) 
• The Push – Derren Brown (Netflix) 
• MacIntyre Undercover: The 

Chelsea Headhunters (Youtube) 
• The Shawshank Redemption 
• The Green Mile 

 
 

Useful Websites  

https://revisesociology.com/tag/criminology/ 

https://criminology.uk.net/ 

https://www.wjec.co.uk/en/qualifications/criminology-level-3/#tab_overview 

 

The Social Science Department will be creating a 
twitter account soon and we are aiming to share 
regular research and articles that will be relevant to 
all areas of Social Science, including Criminology. 
Watch this space!  


