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PROCEEDINGS 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Good morning. The February 

25th, 2021 public meeting of the California Air Resources 

Board will come to order. 

Board Clerk Sakazaki, please call the roll.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you, Madam Chair. 

Dr. Balmes? 

BOARD MEMBER BALMES:  Here. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Mr. De La Torre? 

Mr. Eisenhut? 

BOARD MEMBER EISENHUT:  Here. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Supervisor Fletcher?  

BOARD MEMBER FLETCHER:  Here. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Senator Florez?  

BOARD MEMBER FLOREZ:  Here. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Assemblymember Garcia?  

Ms. Hurt? 

BOARD MEMBER HURT:  Present. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Mr. Kracov? 

BOARD MEMBER KRACOV:  Here. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Dr. Pacheco-Werner?  

BOARD MEMBER PACHECO-WERNER: Here. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Mrs. Riordan?  

BOARD MEMBER RIORDAN:  Here. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Supervisor Serna?  
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BOARD MEMBER SERNA:  Here. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Professor Sperling? 

BOARD MEMBER SPERLING:  Here. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Ms. Takvorian? 

Ms. Takvorian? 

Vice Chair Berg? 

VICE CHAIR BERG: Here. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Chair Randolph?  

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Here. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Madam Chair, we have a 

quorum. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. We are conducting 

today's meeting with Zoom and have organized the 

proceedings to mirror normal Board meeting, as close as 

possible. But understandably, there will be some 

differences. We request your patience and understanding 

if any technical problems arise.  

Interpretation services will be provided today in 

Spanish. If you are joining us using zoom, there is a 

button labeled interpretation on the zoom screen.  Click 

on that interpretation button and select Spanish to hear 

the meeting in Spanish.  

(Interpreter translated in Spanish) 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: I will now ask the Board Clerk 

to provide more details on today's procedures.  
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BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you, Chair Randolph.  

Good morning, everyone.  My name is Ryan Sakazaki and I'm 

one of the Board Clerks.  I will provide some information 

on how public participation will be organized for today's 

meeting. 

If you wish to make a verbal comment on one of 

the Board items or if you want to make a comment during 

the open comment period at the end of today's meeting, you 

must be using the Zoom webinar or calling in by telephone.  

If you are currently watching the webcast on CAL-SPAN, but 

you wish to comment, please register for the Zoom Webinar 

or call in. 

Information for both can be found on the public 

agenda. To make a verbal comment, we will be using the 

raised hand feature on Zoom.  If you wish to -- if you 

wish to comment on a Board item, please virtually raise 

your hand as soon as the item begins to let us know you 

wish to speak. To do this, if you are using a computer or 

tablet, there's a raise hand button.  If you are calling 

in by telephone, dial star nine to raise your hand. Even 

if you have previously registered and you indicated which 

item you wished to speak on, please raised your hand at 

the beginning of the item, if you wish to speak on it. If 

you do not raised your hand, your chance to speak will be 

skipped. 
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If you are giving a verbal comment in Spanish, 

please indicate so at the beginning of your testimony and 

our translator will assist you.  During your comment, 

please pause after each sentence to allow for the tran --

to allow for the interpreter to translate your comment 

into English. 

When the comment period starts, the order of 

commenters will be determined by who raises their hand 

first. I will call each commenter by name and then 

activate each commenter when it is their turn to speak. 

For those calling in, I will identify you by the last 

three digits of your phone number. 

We will not shore a list of commenters.  However, 

I will be announcing the next three or so commenters in 

the queue, so you are ready to testify and know who is 

coming up next. Please note, you will not appear by video 

when you're commenting.  

I would also like to remind everyone, commenters, 

Board members, and CARB staff to please state your name 

for the record before you sneak.  This is important in 

this remote meeting setting and especially important for 

those calling in to testify on an item.  We will have a 

time limit -- time limit for each commenter. The normal 

time limit is three minutes, though this could change 

based on the discretion of the Chair. 
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During public testimony, you will see a timer on 

the screen. For those calling in by phone, we will run 

the timer and let you know when you have 30 seconds left 

and when your time is up.  If you wish to submit a written 

comment today, please visit CARB's send-us-your-comments 

major or look at the public agenda on our webpage for 

links to send these documents electronically.  Comments 

will be accepted on each item until the Chair closes the 

record on that -- for that Board item. I would like to 

give a friendly reminder to everyone to please mute 

yourself when you're speaking to avoid background noise.  

Also, when you do speak, please speak from a quiet 

location. 

If you experience any technical difficulties, 

please call (805)772-2717 so an IT person can assist. 

This number is noted on the public agenda. 

Thank you. I'd like to turn it back to Chair 

Randolph. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. I'd like to take a 

few moments to make some remarks here at my fist meeting 

at CARB. I'm honored to be serving with this body of 

thoughtful and esteemed public servants.  I'm grateful to 

Governor Newsom for giving me this opportunity.  He has 

boldly furthered California's leadership on climate change 

and the environment.  And I am proud of his actions on the 
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zero-emission vehicle Executive Order and his budget 

priorities that add funds to critical equity efforts, such 

as AB 617 implementation, and making clean transportation 

available to all Californians.  

I'm happy to welcome my fellow new Board members 

Davina Hurt, Dr. Tania Pacheco-Werner, and Gideon Kracov.  

And I congratulate Dr. Balmes on his reappointment.  

CARB has been an incredibly effective 

environmental regulator for over 50 years. I stand in the 

shoes of giants of the pioneers of environmental 

regulation, including our immediate past Chair Mary 

Nichols. So I want to say that this commitment will not 

waiver and I will always look for the most effective ways 

to protect public health and mitigate climate change while 

sustaining and growing our California economy.  

Those who know me know that I often couch the 

work we do in public policy as challenges and 

opportunities. California is really great at creating 

opportunities out of challenges.  We took the challenge of 

World War II and the cold war and built a huge aerospace 

and technology industry.  We took the challenge of 

educating a fast growing State and built the best public 

university system in the world. We took the challenge of 

reducing emissions from vehicles and created what was 

California's single largest export product last year, 
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electric vehicles.  

But too often, the challenge and opportunity 

frame gets skewed.  We place the challenges onto some 

communities and populations, but give the opportunities to 

others. So my goal at CARB going forward is to always 

check ourselves and make sure we are considering how our 

decisions as a Board look at ways to address both the 

current and historic challenges that have been applied 

inequitably and that opportunities we create prioritize 

those who've been shouldering those challenges, 

particularly people of color.  

It's important to recognize that we can't 

instantly reverse decades of poor decisions and 

environmental racism in our role as regulators 

implementing State and federal law, but we must recognize 

that communities of color have a range of views and 

concerns, and we cannot fail in our efforts to listen, to 

engage, and to work towards equitable solutions as best we 

can. 

California is such an amazing place and I'm 

inspired by the effectiveness of our air quality 

regulatory structure and our rigorous approach to 

achieving reductions.  But we still have far too many 

residents who are living in nonattainment areas or 

experiencing localized air quality impacts in their 
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communities. I look forward to working with our air 

quality districts in their critical work around stationary 

sources and working with communities to ensure effective 

progress. 

On the issue of climate change, it's a new day.  

I'm inspired by the opportunities to partner with the new 

federal administration in Washington and with so many 

states who have stood with us over the last several years 

and joined us in taking international leadership.  

I'm eager for the opportunity to continue our 

international cooperation and work with countries such as 

Mexico as we learn from each other and build on our shared 

goals. Here at home, I'm looking forward to the 

opportunity to use the upcoming scoping plan update to 

understand how best to be strategic and effective in our 

greenhouse gas emissions reduction implementation.  And I 

recognize the challenge of ensuring that all Californians 

have access to clean transportation, and technology, and 

that our transition away from fossil fuels takes into 

account a just transition to a new economy. 

I look forward to working with all of you in 

seizing the opportunities and addressing the challenges.  

So let's get down to business. 

The first item on our agenda today is item number 

21-1-1, proposed vehicle miles traveled offset 
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demonstration for the Coachella Valley extreme area ozone 

plan. If you wish to comment on this item, please click 

the raise hand button or dial star nine now. 

We will call on you when we get to the public 

comment portion of this item.  Mr. Corey, would please 

summarize the item.  

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Yes. Thanks, Chair. 

Last year, CARB submitted a SIP revision for the 

Coachella Valley demonstrating it will attain the 80 parts 

per billion 8-hour ozone standard by the extreme area 

attainment year of 2023.  The SIP revision included all of 

the Clean Air Act requirements for an extreme area with 

the exception of the vehicle miles traveled, VMT, 

emissions offset demonstration. For extreme areas, the 

Clean Air Act requires states to submit a VMT emission 

offset demonstrating -- or rather, demonstration showing 

that enforceable transportation control strategies and 

transportation control measures will offset any increase 

in emissions from growth in VMT or number of vehicle 

trips. 

CARB staff has developed the VMT offset 

demonstration for the Coachella Valley following the U.S. 

EPA guidance. The demonstration meets the requirements of 

the Clean Air Act and will provide the last element needed 

for the Coachella Valley extreme ozone SIP. 
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CARB staff recommends the Board adopt this item 

as a stip -- SIP revision and direct staff to submit it to 

U.S. EPA for inclusion in the California SIP.  That 

concludes my remarks. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you, Mr. Corey.  We will 

now hear from the public who have raised their hand to 

speak on this item. Will the Board Clerk please call the 

first few commenters, if any.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you, Chair Randolph.  

We have one person with their hand raised.  Gloria 

Hernandez. Gloria, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can unmute yourself and begin. 

GLORIA HERNANDEZ: I'm sorry. I didn't realize I 

had it up. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Oh, okay. No worries. 

GLORIA HERNANDEZ: But I will -- I will talk 

about Coachella. My family lives in Coachella.  And as 

soon as you drive in from -- coming in from the east like 

we came in from Texas, you can't even see the town. It's 

so bad, so you all need to do something to clean it up.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Madam Chair, that concludes the list of 

commenters for this item. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Okay. I will now close the 
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record on this agenda item.  The Board has before them 

Resolution number 21-1. Do I have a motion and a second? 

VICE CHAIR BERG: Madam Chair, Sandy Berg.  I 

will move item number 21-1. 

BOARD MEMBER RIORDAN:  And this is Barbara 

Riordan and I would like to second the motion.  

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Okay. Thank you.  We have a 

motion and a second.  Clerk, will you please call the 

roll. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you, Madam Chair. 

Dr. Balmes? 

BOARD MEMBER BALMES:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Mr. De La Torre? 

BOARD MEMBER DE LA TORRE: Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Mr. Eisenhut? 

BOARD MEMBER EISENHUT:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Supervisor Fletcher?  

BOARD MEMBER FLETCHER:  Fletcher, aye.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Senator Florez?  

BOARD MEMBER FLOREZ:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Ms. Hurt? 

BOARD MEMBER HURT:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Mr. Kracov? 

BOARD MEMBER KRACOV:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Dr. Pacheco-Werner?  
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BOARD MEMBER PACHECO-WERNER:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Mrs. Riordan?  

BOARD MEMBER RIORDAN:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Supervisor Serna?  

BOARD MEMBER SERNA:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Professor Sperling? 

BOARD MEMBER SPERLING:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Ms. Takvorian? 

BOARD MEMBER TAKVORIAN:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Vice Chair Berg?  

VICE CHAIR BERG:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Chair Randolph?  

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Madam Chair, the motion 

passes. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: All right. Thank you. 

The next item on the agenda is Item number 

21-1-2, proposed 2020 amendments to the regulations 

designating the attainment status for the State Ambient 

Air Quality Standards.  If you wish to comment on this 

item, please click the raise hand button or dial star nine 

now. We will call on you when we get to the public 

comment portion of this item. 

Mr. Corey, would you please summarize this item.  

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Yes. Thanks, Chair. 
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State law requires CARB to annually review and 

update the area designations in State regulation for the 

State Air Quality Standards, as appropriate.  Today, based 

on a review of air quality data collected during the 2017 

through 2019 period, staff is proposing several revisions 

to the existing area designations for ozone and PM2.5. 

For ozone, staff recommends the Board adopt 

regulatory amendments to change the designation of North 

Central Coast Air Basin from nonattainment to attainment, 

and Santa Barbara County in the South Central Coast Air 

Basin from attainment to nonattainment.  

Additionally, staff is recommending that the 

Board change the designation of Amador County in the 

Mountain Counties Air Basin and Shasta -- and Shasta 

County in the Sacramento Valley Air Basin from 

nonattainment to nonattainment-transitional.  

Finally, for our PM2.5, staff recommends the 

Board change the designation of the remainder of San 

Bernardino County and Kern, Los Angeles, and Riverside 

counties in the Mojave Desert Air Basin from unclassified 

to attainment. 

In summary, staff recommends approval of the 

proposed changes to the regulations establishing the State 

Area Designations.  

That concludes my remarks. 
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CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

We will now hear from the public who raised their 

hand to speak on this item. Will the Board Clerk please 

call the commenters, if any.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Madam Chair, there is no 

one who has their hand raise at this time. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. I will now close the 

record on this agenda item.  However, if it is determined 

that additional conforming modifications to the regulatory 

amendments are appropriate, the record will be reopened 

and a 15-day notice of public availability will be issued. 

If the record is reopened for a 15-day comment 

period, the public may submit written comments on the 

proposed changes, which will be considered and responded 

to in the final statement of reasons on the regulation. 

Written or oral comments received after this 

hearing date but before the 15-day notice is issued will 

not be accepted as part of the official record on this 

agenda item. The Executive Officer may present the 

regulation to the Board for further consideration, if 

warranted. And if not, the Executive Officer shall take 

final action to adopt the regulation after addressing all 

appropriate conforming modifications.  

The Board has before them Resolution number 21-3.  

Do I have a motion and a second? 
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BOARD MEMBER RIORDAN:  Madam Chair, this is 

Barbara Riordan and I would like to move the staff 

recommendation approval of the resolution and just note 

that we are so pleased in the Mojave area to have achieved 

this designation.  Just it's very exciting for us.  

CHAIR RANDOLPH: All right. Do I have a second? 

BOARD MEMBER BALMES:  I'll second.  This is John 

Balmes. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

Clerk, will you please call the roll.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you, Madam Chair. 

Dr. Balmes? 

BOARD MEMBER BALMES:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Mr. De La Torre? 

BOARD MEMBER DE LA TORRE: Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Mr. Eisenhut? 

BOARD MEMBER EISENHUT:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Supervisor Fletcher?  

BOARD MEMBER FLETCHER:  Fletcher, aye.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Senator Florez?  

BOARD MEMBER FLOREZ:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Ms. Hurt? 

BOARD MEMBER HURT:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Mr. Kracov? 

BOARD MEMBER KRACOV:  Yes. 
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BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Dr. Pacheco-Werner?  

BOARD MEMBER PACHECO-WERNER:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Mrs. Riordan?  

BOARD MEMBER RIORDAN:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Supervisor Serna?  

BOARD MEMBER SERNA:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Professor Sperling? 

BOARD MEMBER SPERLING:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Ms. Takvorian? 

BOARD MEMBER TAKVORIAN:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Vice Chair Berg?  

VICE CHAIR BERG:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Chair Randolph?  

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Madam Chair, the motion 

passes. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

The next item on the agenda is number 21-1-3, 

consideration of the proposed contract with UC Davis 

titled, "Post-COVID Transportation Scenarios: Evaluating 

the Impacts of Policies". 

If you wish to comment on this item, please click 

the raise hand button or dial star nine now. We will call 

on you when we get to the public comment portion of this 

item. 
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This item is listed on the agenda today due to 

the contract amount and also to comply with Board approval 

requirements in Government Code section 1091, because two 

of our Board members are affiliated with UC Davis. 

Therefore, Board Members Berg and Sperling will abstain 

from the discussion and vote.  

Mr. Corey, would you please summarize the item.  

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Yes. Thanks, Chair. 

This item is a proposed research contract that 

will help inform policy responses after the COVID pandemic 

to help meet California's air quality climate and equity 

goals. The proposed project will assess the impacts of 

transportation and land-use policies through the 

development and analysis of several post-COVID scenarios.  

These scenarios will be informed by the lessons 

learned and trends observed during the pandemic.  Approval 

by the Board will authorize staff to put the contract in 

place. 

That concludes my remarks. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

We will now hear from any members of the public 

who raised their hand to speak on this item. Will the 

clerk call the commenters, if any. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you, Madam Chair. 

We have two commenters with their hand raised at this 
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time. If you wish to comment on this item, please click 

the raise hand button or dial star nine now.  We have 

first Matt Holmes and then Janet Dietzkamei.  

So, Matt, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can unmute yourself and begin. 

MATT HOLMES: Great.  Thanks so much.  Thanks for 

looking into this issue. I mean, I think COVID obviously 

disproportionately impacted low income communities of 

color that have been overburdened by emission sources for 

the past several decades.  I think a lot of the -- those 

impacts could be resolved by closing sort of the foggy gap 

in between the Air Resources Board and the regional air 

districts. I think the 617 process has revealed some 

opportunities for us to close that gap. 

You know, I hope -- I hope COVID has also shown 

that there's sort of two Californias, first and second 

class California, is not only wrong and unethical, that 

it's bad for everybody.  And so even wealthy California is 

now suffering because of how much it's left low income 

California behind and used us as their dumping ground.  So 

look forward to exploring this. 

And hopefully, the study can also look at missed 

opportunities. You know, both of these governments were 

responsible for bringing all of California into attainment 

levels. I mean, some forensics are worthwhile.  You know, 
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we have a perfect example here in San Joaquin Valley, 

where something has been illegal for over 17 years and we 

just give them an extension every day and that's coming up 

later in the agenda.  

A perfect example of how we had a regulatory 

opportunity to protect the whole region.  We chose not to, 

because a wine industry that builds gold plated tasting 

rooms tells us it's not economically feasible to come into 

compliance with the law. 

So you have an opportunity to do something about 

that now. And I hope when the next pandemic comes around, 

we're not also all culpable for what happens in that 

go-around. 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Janet. I have activated your 

microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 

JANET DIETZKAMEI: Thank you. Good morning, 

Board Chair and Board members.  This is Janet Dietzkamei.  

I'm going to state the obvious.  Last March and 

April, when the state was shut down, our air quality 

improved considerably.  It is estimate -- guesstimated -- 

it is thought that 80 percent of our pollutants are from 

mobile sources and it appears that is the case, because 

the lessened traffic on the highways, and the removal of 
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mobile source pollutants made our air the cleanest it's 

been in a very long time for the short time that the 

people were to stay in their homes.  

The telecommuting people working from home is an 

improvement also.  Electric vehicles for short-term 

deliveries and for the -- for school buses, city buses 

just general community members.  We have an electric 

vehicle. We plug it in to a 110 plug-in in our garage.  

Nothing had to change when we got our electric vehicle.  

We just plug it in a regular old plug.  

So any effort that we can make in improving the 

air, especially in San Joaquin Valley, where many of us -- 

many thousands of us are suffering from respiratory 

diseases, is a step in the right direction. We must put 

every effort to protecting those of us, all of us who 

breathe our air. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Madam Chair, that includes the list of commenters 

for this item. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

I will now close the record on this agenda item. 

Have -- do any of the members of the Board want 

to speak on this item? 

Okay. Seeing none.  
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Do I have a motion and a second to approve this 

item and have staff proceed with executing this contract? 

BOARD MEMBER DE LA TORRE: So moved, De La Torre.  

BOARD MEMBER HURT: Second, Davina Hurt.  

CHAIR RANDOLPH: We have a motion and a second.  

Clerk, will you please call the roll.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you, Madam Chair. 

Dr. Balmes? 

BOARD MEMBER BALMES:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Mr. De La Torre? 

BOARD MEMBER DE LA TORRE: Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Mr. Eisenhut? 

BOARD MEMBER EISENHUT:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Supervisor Fletcher?  

BOARD MEMBER FLETCHER:  Fletcher, aye.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Senator Florez?  

BOARD MEMBER FLOREZ:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Ms. Hurt? 

BOARD MEMBER HURT:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Mr. Kracov? 

BOARD MEMBER KRACOV:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Dr. Pacheco-Werner?  

BOARD MEMBER PACHECO-WERNER:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Mrs. Riordan?  

BOARD MEMBER RIORDAN:  Aye. 
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BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Supervisor Serna?  

BOARD MEMBER SERNA:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Ms. Takvorian? 

BOARD MEMBER TAKVORIAN:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Chair Randolph?  

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Madam Chair, the motion 

passes. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

The next item on the agenda is item number 

21-1-4, estimating the health benefits of reducing 

emissions of toxic air contaminants in California.  If you 

wish to comment on this item, please click the raise hand 

button or dial star nine now. We will call on you when we 

get to the public comment portion of this item. 

We will consider the above proposed research 

contract with the University of California at Davis, which 

will evaluate and monetize health benefits of reductions 

in air toxics emissions resulting from Airborne Toxic 

Control Measures and other emission reduction strategies.  

This research contract is an important component of our 

ongoing work to expand CARB's analysis of the health 

benefits of rules and regulations to include more 

pollutants, update and expand value -- valuation of health 

outcomes, and incorporate, where possible, information on 
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health effects in disadvantaged communities. 

This item is listed on the agenda today due to 

the contract amount and also to comply with Board approval 

requirements in Government Code section 1091, because two 

of our Board members are affiliated with UC Davis. 

Therefore, Board members Berg and Sperling will abstain 

from the discussion and vote.  

Mr. Corey, would you please summarize this item.  

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Yes. Thanks, Chair. 

One of California's critical air quality goals is 

to reduce the public's health risk from exposure to 

airborne toxic chemicals. To achieve this goal, CARB 

strives to evaluate and reduce exposure to toxic air 

contaminants. Developing the methodology to identify 

specific cancer and non-cancer health outcomes from toxic 

emissions, and estimating the monetary value of these 

health outcomes will enable CARB to better assess the 

value of health benefits, generated from existing and 

proposed rules and regulations.  

The final product will be a publicly accessible 

spreadsheet model that can be used by CARB, local 

governments, communities, and other interested 

stakeholders. CARB will be able to use the model to 

evaluate the health benefits of reduced air toxic 

emissions from airborne toxic control measures and other 
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emission reduction strategies.  

CARB staff recommend that the Board approve 

funding of this proposed research contract with the 

University of California at Davis, approximately 350,000 

is requested to fund the contract.  

That concludes my remarks. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

We will now hear from the public who raised their 

hands to speak on this item, if any. Are there any 

speakers who wish to comment on this item? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Madam Chair, there is no 

one with their hands raised on this item. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. I will now close the 

record on this agenda item.  Do any Board members want to 

comment on this item?  

BOARD MEMBER BALMES:  Yes. This is John Balmes, 

Madam Chair. I'd like to say a couple words.  

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Okay. 

BOARD MEMBER BALMES:  So I totally agree that 

this is an important area for the Board.  I've been saying 

this for a number of years. The older Board members will 

know that. Because we've made such progress with criteria 

pollutant reductions, air toxics have become more 

important in terms of health effects, especially in our 

disadvantaged communities.  
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And while I support this research project, I want 

to take this opportunity, especially since we have new 

members, to say that we're -- this is not enough. This is 

an important component of how we should proceed with 

regard to health impacts of air toxics, but we need better 

understanding of exposures, especially in our 

disadvantaged communities.  And we have a lot more work to 

do in that regard.  

This study, as much as I support it, will be 

limited because we don't actually have good exposure data.  

They'll be taking what's in the literature about potential 

health effects and use emission inventories, which is 

fine, but it's limited. We don't actually know what real 

exposures are. We're making a guess about exposures.  So 

I just want to say that we need to be focused hard in the 

future on trying to understand what people in 

disadvantaged communities are actually exposed to, not 

just emission inventories, which focus on stationary 

sources that are larger. And, you know, it doesn't 

actually deal with your neighborhood gas station, your 

neighborhood dry cleaner as well as it could. 

That's concludes my remarks, Chair.  

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

Board Member Hurt.  

BOARD MEMBER HURT: Thank you, Chair. 
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To your earlier comments when you introduced 

yourself, I was thinking about the disparities of impact 

on air pollution and a little bit to Board Member Balmes 

comments that historically health evaluation studies and 

research have left out various parts of our communities. 

And I'm specifically thinking of African Americans, 

Latinos, Native Americans in their evaluation.  And we've 

even read that the bulk of respiratory ailments or 

illnesses in the U.S. have not focused on non-white 

European Americans.  

So in the reviewing of this funding and all 

future funding, I just want to underline and publicly 

reiterate the need and really the necessity to evaluate 

diverse populations in our studies, and understand the 

impacts of the various racial and ethnic groups, and also 

the economic backgrounds. 

So I'll be very watchful for this data and beyond 

just communities of concern, but specifically African 

Americans, Latinos, and Native Americans, who are most 

impacted. We need to be strongly inclusive.  And that's 

not always been the history of medicine and evaluations. 

But in this future contract with UC Davis, I'd like to 

make sure that we include those folks. 

Thank you. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 
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Dr. Pacheco-Werner.  

BOARD MEMBER PACHECO-WERNER:  Thank you, Madam 

Chair. I agree with Board Member Hurt's comments.  And in 

addition, because this is such a great opportunity to 

really establish some local knowledge of how to measure 

the impact of regulations, I would also like to see how 

when we have these findings, they can also be incorporated 

at air district levels, so that not only CARB can benefit 

from these estimates, but our local air districts as well 

when making decisions about regulations that will have --

that we know will have a public health impact.  

Thank you. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

BOARD MEMBER BALMES:  Chair -- Chair Randolph, 

may I just add one comment to Dr. Pacheco-Werner's 

comments? 

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Sure. 

BOARD MEMBER BALMES: I made my comments 

specifically thinking about AB 617 communities.  And we --

we definitely need to provide better information to the 

community and the air districts involved with AB 617 

communities to control air toxic emissions and protect the 

health of the disadvantaged people of color that are most 

impacted currently by air toxics.  

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 
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Board Member Takvorian. 

BOARD MEMBER TAKVORIAN:  Thank you, Chair, and 

welcome to CARB. We're excited to have you with us. 

I agree with all of the comments of my fellow 

Board members. That was what I wanted to say, but also to 

add that one of the things I asked of staff, and I 

understand that there's some resources in each of these 

contracts, or in some of the contracts to actually include 

environmental justice communities, environmental justice 

organizations, and community members in the research, 

and -- but what I understand is that it's very limited.  

So I support all of the research projects that we have 

today going forward. 

I'd like to see us be more ambitious about the 

ways in which we incorporate our communities into the 

research, because I said -- I think as folks have said, 

they really understand where the emissions are coming 

from, they understand the impacts, and their knowledge and 

local wisdom is really important for us to incorporate 

into research. 

Back in the beginning days of environmental 

justice and the federal government, there was protocols 

for that in the National Institute of Environmental Health 

Sciences in the Environmental Justice Unit.  So I wanted 

to suggest that we take a look at that and utilize some of 
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those protocols going forward, so that we are including 

our communities more ambitiously in the future. 

So thank you very much.  

CHAIR RANDOLPH: All right. Thank you. 

Any other Board comments on this item? 

Okay. Do I have motion and a second to approve 

this item? 

BOARD MEMBER DE LA TORRE: So moved. 

BOARD MEMBER FLOREZ:  I will second after -- 

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Okay. 

BOARD MEMBER FLOREZ:  I'll second Hector's 

motion. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Okay. We have a motion and a 

second. 

Clerk, will you please call the roll.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you, Chair Randolph.  

Dr. Balmes? 

BOARD MEMBER BALMES:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Mr. De La Torre? 

Mr. Eisenhut? 

BOARD MEMBER DE LA TORRE: Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Oh. Mr. Eisenhut? 

BOARD MEMBER EISENHUT:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Supervisor Fletcher?  

BOARD MEMBER FLETCHER:  Fletcher, aye.  
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BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Senator Florez?  

BOARD MEMBER FLOREZ:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Ms. Hurt? 

BOARD MEMBER HURT:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Mr. Kracov? 

BOARD MEMBER KRACOV:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Dr. Pacheco-Werner?  

BOARD MEMBER PACHECO-WERNER:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Mrs. Riordan?  

BOARD MEMBER RIORDAN:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Supervisor Serna?  

BOARD MEMBER SERNA:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Ms. Takvorian? 

BOARD MEMBER TAKVORIAN:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Chair Randolph?  

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Madam Chair, the motion 

passes. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: All right. Thank you. 

The next item on the agenda is Item 21-1-5, 

proposed research contract with UC Berkeley titled, 

"Impact of Train and Port Pollution and Air Toxics on 

Respiratory Symptoms and Emergency Department Visits 

within Vulnerable Communities in Southern California".  

If you wish to comment on this item, please click 
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the raise hand button or dial star nine now. We will call 

on you when we get to the public comment portion of this 

item. 

The item is listed on the agenda today to comply 

with Board approval requirements in Government Code 

section 1091, because one of our Board members is 

affiliated with UC Berkeley. Therefore, Board Member 

Balmes will abstain from the discussion and vote.  

We will consider the proposed research contract 

with the University of California, Berkeley, which will 

examine the impact of pollution from goods movement, 

including criteria pollutants and air toxics on 

respiratory health in vulnerable communities in Southern 

California. 

Mr. Corey, would you please summarize this item.  

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Yes. Thank you, Chair.  

While the goods movement industry is important to 

the economy of California, the distribution of goods from 

their entry ports to the rest of the United States 

involves diesel-powered vehicles, locomotives, and 

equipment creating significant exposures and health 

impacts in vulnerable communities along the distribution 

routes. The vulnerable communities suffer from exposure 

not only to criteria pollutants, like NOx and PM2.5, but 

also to air toxics from those mobile sources that were 
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discussed just earlier. 

In this proposed new contract, the University of 

California at Berkeley will study the respiratory health 

impacts of NOx and PM2.5 emissions from locomotives, and 

port craft operations, and air toxics from local, regional 

mobile sources. This study will examine the impacts of 

pollution exposures on daily rescue medication used for 

asthma and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, and 

annual emergency department visits for asthma within the 

vulnerable communities in Southern California for the 

years 2016 through 2019.  

The sources contributing to the air pollutants 

being studied in vulnerable communities will be identified 

as well. The study will help provide information needed 

to include respiratory disease exacerbations as a new 

endpoint for CARB's health benefit analysis in the 

regulatory process. The result will support CARB's 

regulations and policies to reduce emissions from rail and 

port operations from goods movement that particularly 

impact environmental justice communities and will promote 

health equity in research. 

Approximately, 500,000 is requested to fund this 

contract. Approval by the Board will authorize staff to 

put the contract in place, and pursue the contract 

execution. 
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That concludes my remarks. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

We will now hear from any members of the public 

who raise their hand to speak on this item. Will the 

Board Clerk please call the public commenters?  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you, Madam Chair. 

We have three people with their hands raised, Gloria 

Hernandez, Laurie Smith, and Janet Dietzkamei.  

So, Gloria, I have activated your microphone.  

You can unmute yourself and begin. 

GLORIA HERNANDEZ:  You know, I'm really glad 

they're doing that in the south, but I can of wonder why 

you all don't do it in the Central Valley, since we're 

already like four out of ten kids have asthma. And it's 

not just the trains, but it's also the ag trucking 

industry that -- because we're the biggest ag production 

in the nation. We're also the ones that transport all 

those products through -- with trucks and trains coming 

through the valley.  So I would ask you to include us in 

that study. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next commenter is Laurie Smith.  Lawyer, I 

have activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself 

and begin. 
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LAURIE SMITH: Hi.  Thank you. My name is Laurie 

Smith and I live in Long Beach. And I'm very grateful 

that you are considering this research contract.  We have 

the Port of LA and the Port of Long Beach, and then we 

also have a seawall that they put up during the 40s to 

protect the Naval base.  

Unfortunately, they are using this at the port to 

store their boats.  And, for instance, we have like all 

the Carnival Cruise lines there. And we are getting a lot 

of toxins. We're not sure if it's coming from like the 

bilge or just because they've been stored there because of 

the COVID issues.  I'm also very concerned about the black 

and brown communities that are based by the Port, like 

Wilmington, and also our communities in Long Beach along 

the LA River that have suffered from historical racist 

bias. They were victims of redlining all the way up until 

the 60s. 

And because our city government benefits from 

this, I don't really hear them talking about these issues 

a lot, but I see it on Nextdoor, where we are all 

complaining like where are these fuels coming from, 

because we also have the refinery.  I fear that the port 

fuel -- the port toxins that are coming out of the bilge 

or just because of the generators, that as they're being 

stored there during COVID, we fear that we're having a lot 
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of toxins from that.  And I really appreciate you doing 

this study, especially here in Southern California.  And I 

feel for the person who spoke before in the other area.  

So I really appreciate it and I look forward to 

hearing about the results. Thank you.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Janet Dietzkamei.  Janet, I 

have activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself 

and begin. 

JANET DIETZKAMEI: Thank you. I'd like to 

endorse Gloria Hernandez's comments regarding the San 

Joaquin Valley being very important to be included in this 

study. We are a corridor for I-5 and Highway 99.  We have 

lots of -- we have trains.  We have heavy-duty trucks.  We 

have goods being transported from southern to northern. 

We are heavily impacted by mobile sources.  

But mostly, I'd like to address, I am so happy to 

hear that health information regarding emergency room 

visits, regarding the cost of having asthma is going to be 

included in this study, because that has been very, very 

wanting in being considered in studies.  

It is not cheap to have asthma. It takes a lot 

of money. You need to get the medications to try to keep 

the asthma calmed down. You can't go out and do anything 

that normal people can do, because of the air.  
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I am lucky. I have air conditioning.  I am able 

to use MERV 14 filters in my HVAC system.  I am able to 

provide myself with air purifiers in my home with HEPA 

filters. My vacuum has a HEPA filter.  I put air 

purifiers in my cars with HEPA filters.  I pay -- I have 

to buy products -- HEPA filters constantly being replaced.  

That is very expensive.  

But there are many in this valley who cannot do 

and cannot afford what I use to keep myself healthy.  And 

my concern is those people who are at the risk constantly 

of being exposed to pollutants.  This is very important to 

have the health costs involved in this study.  Excellent. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our last speaker for this item is a Lennice 

Najieb. Sorry, apologize if I may have mispronounced 

your name. 

I've activated your microphone.  You can unmute 

yourself and begin. 

JULIA DUDLEY NAJIEB:  Thank you.  And I'm 

speaking for myself, Julia Dudley Najieb, and Lennice 

Najieb, Onmenews. And again, we a concern considering the 

Central Valley and the rate of Valley Fever that has 

specifically gone up, especially amongst African American 

males. In fact, Paula Massey from Hanford has an 

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

37 

extensive presentation just on that, because her two sons, 

one died from it, and one is suffering from it as well.  

And even my own son has not been back to the valley, 

because of it. And he suffered severely from asthma and 

is now in Humboldt and actually works in the clean energy 

field. That's what his master's -- and, you know, he's an 

engineer doing just that.  

So I would really recommend that you consider the 

Central Valley and the disproportionate rates, when we 

were talking about African Americans, affected even just 

by the methane gas from the cows and the industry itself. 

They had -- we had to do a big struggle even in the 

Fresno -- City of Fresno area dealing with Darling 

industry where this plant would spew awful fumes for 

years, decades actually.  And it took literally and act of 

God for the community to come together to have this plant 

removed. 

So I -- it seemed -- it seems that the Central 

Valley gets skipped a lot, and especially African American 

populations, brown and black communities, also get 

skipped. And so just please consider expanding that 

research. I appreciate that the research is out there and 

that the word is getting out and we will continue to do 

what we can as a media outlet to get the word out for 

different research opportunities such as this. 
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Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Madam Chair, that concludes the list of speakers 

for this item. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. I will now close the 

record on this agenda item.  Dr. --

BOARD MEMBER FLOREZ:  I have a question. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Oh, sorry. Board Member Florez. 

BOARD MEMBER FLOREZ:  Yes. Thank you. 

Before we close the item, I do want to ask the 

Chair and staff to consider the comments of Gloria, Janet, 

and Lennice just now.  You know, it's an issue.  It's --

I'd rather catch it early with some research. And I know 

that we may not be changing this agenda item to expand it, 

because I know we're voting on a -- on a set of amount. 

But I would encourage us to reach out to the Fresno 

States, the Bakersfield Colleges, the Cal State 

Bakersfields. 

You know, it's -- I've been on this Board for a 

while. And I know Richard has heard me say this and a few 

others. But, you know, it always feels like, you know, 

Berkeley, UCLA, and some of the other institutions have 

kind of a big handle on the research dollars.  And, you 

know, when I look at Fresno State -- and I did talk to Joe 

Castro about this before he went on to CSU, you know, it 
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feels like some of this research should really be centered 

in those institutions.  You know, the Central Valley is 

becoming the largest inland port for pollution probably in 

the nation. You know, and if we didn't take any clues 

from -- you know, San Bernardino and others, it feels 

like, you know, these in -- these things that are coming 

in now, you know, the big Amazon now approved near 

Shafter. Some of these facilities that have always kind 

of now moving into the valley, it -- I would like to see 

some proactive actions by our research team to reach out 

to those institutions and ask the question whether or not 

only -- the only big brains in the world are at our UC 

system and whether or not there are faculty members able 

to do the research necessary, particularly in the Central 

Valley, which is the second worst basin, if you will, in 

California and probably in the top five today.  

I just would like to -- and I know I've had 

conversations with the District as well.  I've talked to 

Samir and others about how do we forge a relationship with 

our research institutions that are literally in the 

Central Valley around these, you know, large inland port 

hubs. And I would just ask the Chair to have a 

conversation with staff in the interim or at some point 

about a proactive plan to include institutions 

proactively, you know, go out and talk to these folks 
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about these inland ports that are coming into the Central 

Valley, because it feels like we're in a losing battle 

sometimes. As we are inviting large trucks and pollution 

into the valley, it feels like we're kind of going 

backwards. 

So, you know, hopefully some research similar to 

what we're approving today would be provided by locals in 

these institutions that, you know, hopefully would move in 

the right direction.  

And just one last thing to the institutions 

themselves, you know, I would really hope that you would 

put some institutes around things like clean water, clean 

air, you know, some of these other items that are always 

left, if you will, you know, undetected in our large 

research grants that we give out from the institutions. 

So that's just my two cents, but I hope --

hopefully, we can start to look at that. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. That's a great 

point. 

Dr. Pacheco-Werner probably has something to add 

along those lines. 

BOARD MEMBER PACHECO-WERNER:  Thank you and thank 

you to our commenters.  Certainly, I think that I would --

I would definitely commit to working with CARB and our 

local air district to see how we can expand similar 
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research in the San Joaquin Valley as needed and how we 

could leverage some of the already ongoing and research 

when it comes to ports that is underway as well.  

So I do think there are some opportunities that 

I'm looking forward to pursue.  And to Chair -- Member 

Florez's comments, I would advise -- if you -- for -- if 

you're not aware with the Fresno State Transportation 

Institute's COVID-19 Public Transportation Study, they 

actually did study the mitigation strategies and 

technologies for transmission of the COVID-19 virus and 

already have published that research. 

So just an example of something that's already 

out there as well as -- that has been, you know, produced 

by another institution.  

And as always, definitely open to working with 

any of the institutions awarded today to see how we could 

further integrate, as one of our Board members mentioned, 

you know, more community participatory strategies, as well 

as other geographies as they fit within the scope of their 

work. 

Thank you. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

Board Member Hurt.  

BOARD MEMBER HURT:  Thank you. I want to support 

Board Member Florez's comments and also Pacheco-Werner's 
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comments with regards to expanding into the Central Valley 

research. And I also want to urge those conducting this 

study to find ways to include (inaudible) vulnerable 

communities in the research (inaudible) evaluate to 

possibly act on. That's all. Thank you. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Okay. You were freezing up a 

little bit, but I think we got that.  

Okay. Are there any other Board member comments? 

I think those were excellent points and I 

absolutely will circle back with staff.  I think the 

opportunity to expand the institutions involved in 

research and the community engagement around that research 

is very important and I absolutely will follow up.  

Do I have a motion and a second to approve this 

item? 

BOARD MEMBER DE LA TORRE: So moved, De La Torre.  

BOARD MEMBER HURT: Second, Hurt.  

CHAIR RANDOLPH: All right. I have a motion and 

a second to approve the item and have staff proceed with 

executing this contract. 

Clerk, will you please call the roll.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you, Madam Chair. 

Mr. De La Torre? 

BOARD MEMBER DE LA TORRE: Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Mr. Eisenhut? 
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BOARD MEMBER EISENHUT:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Supervisor Fletcher?  

BOARD MEMBER FLETCHER:  Fletcher, aye.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Senator Florez?  

Senator Florez? 

Okay. He -- on video, he said aye.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Ms. Hurt? 

BOARD MEMBER HURT:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Mr. Kracov? 

BOARD MEMBER KRACOV:  Important research, yes.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Dr. Pacheco-Werner?  

BOARD MEMBER PACHECO-WERNER:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Mrs. Riordan?  

BOARD MEMBER RIORDAN:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Supervisor Serna?  

BOARD MEMBER SERNA:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Professor Sperling? 

BOARD MEMBER SPERLING:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Ms. Takvorian? 

BOARD MEMBER TAKVORIAN:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Vice Chair Berg?  

VICE CHAIR BERG:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Chair Randolph?  

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Madam Chair, the motion 
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passes. 

BOARD MEMBER FLOREZ:  Florez, aye.  Thank you, 

Ryan. Florez aye, by voice.  

CHAIR RANDOLPH: All right. Thank you. 

Okay. The next item on the agenda is Item number 

21-1-6, the San Joaquin Valley Agricultural Burning 

Assessment. If you wish to comment on this item, please 

click the raise hand button or dial star nine now. We 

will call on you when we get to the public comment portion 

of this item. 

The Board teed up this item back in October when 

it discussed the importance to public health of quickly 

phasing down agricultural burning in the San Joaquin 

Valley. The Valley Air District, working with the 

agricultural industry, has made progress in reducing 

burning. And we know there are economic and technical 

issues that make further reductions difficult to achieve, 

but we also know the valley has some of the most 

challenging air quality problems in this state and nation, 

especially for particulate matter.  And agricultural 

burning contributes to those emissions affecting valley 

residents at the regional and community levels.  

Staff reviewed the District's 2020 staff report 

and recommendations on agricultural burning and has 

recommendations for the Board that we will hear today, 
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based on an aggressive, accelerated phaseout of burning 

that is necessary for public health with an end date to 

the bulk of the practice. 

Mr. Corey, would you please introduce the item.  

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Yes. Thanks, Chair. 

As you noted, last October, the Board had a 

preliminary discussion on agricultural burning in the San 

Joaquin Valley and staff heard the message, significantly 

reduce agricultural burning to protect public health.  We 

reviewed the District's 2020 report outlining their 

strategy for phasing in more restrictions on burning, and 

there's a lot of good material in the report.  

It sets up a framework for building on their 

efforts to reduce burning of key crop categories and makes 

valid suggestions for State support in terms of incentives 

and bioenergy policy.  We recognize and appreciate that 

work that went into developing the report and believe it 

is really another important step in the right direction.  

But we believe we can go farther and faster.  

Fine particulate matter, or PM2.5, pollution continues to 

impact the health of valley residents and the District is 

approaching key attainment dates for multiple PM2.5 air 

quality standards. Particulate matter emissions from 

agricultural burning in the valley are higher now than 

they were in 2013, the base year of the valley PM2.5 SIP.  
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We need to almost completely phase out 

agricultural burning emissions if we're to meet our public 

health goals. Reductions in directly emitted PM2.5 from 

open agricultural burning will go a long way towards 

improving health of valley residents and helping the 

valley reach attainment. 

Today, we'll hear staff recommendations for 

building on the District's 2020 report, strengthening it, 

accelerating it, and getting on a path to phasing out 

agricultural burning in the San Joaquin Valley by 2025.  

But that's only possible -- it's only possible, 

through partnering with the District, building on that 

partnership, the agricultural stakeholders, and the 

community and community residents. 

I'll now ask Laura Carr of the Air Quality 

Planning and Science Division to give the staff 

presentation. 

Laura. 

(Thereupon a slide presentation.) 

AQPSD AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST CARR:  Thank you, 

Mr. Corey. Good morning, Chair Randolph and Board 

members. I'll be presenting staff's assessment of open 

agricultural burning prohibitions in the San Joaquin 

Valley. I'll start with some background on the practice 

of agricultural burning, and the regulatory landscape, 
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then discuss trends, and ongoing efforts to reduce 

burning. 

I'll discuss the key findings from our assessment 

and go over what we see as next steps to reducing 

agricultural burning in the valley.  

--o0o--

AQPSD AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST CARR:  To maintain 

healthy and productive operations, agriculture produces a 

significant amount of woody biomass every year through 

practices such as orchard and vineyard prunings and 

removals. Historically, the most cost effective means of 

disposing of this biomass has been open agricultural 

burning, while non-combustion alternatives, such as soil 

incorporation, have been perceived as comparatively 

costlier, although often without accounting fully for 

co-benefits associated with the alternatives, which could 

include increased crops yields, improved soil health, and 

lower water usage.  Agricultural burning is also one of 

the most effective methods for controlling a range of crop 

pests and diseases. 

Open burning of agricultural materials is 

practiced around the state, but the major agricultural 

region of the San Joaquin Valley contributes the largest 

proportion, at 36 percent, while accounting for 60 percent 

of harvested acres statewide.  
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--o0o--

AQPSD AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST CARR: 

California's Health and Safety Code specifically 

allows for open agricultural burning for the purposes of 

disease or pest prevention.  CARB's Smoke Management 

Guidelines for Agricultural and Prescribed Fire Regulation 

dictates when agricultural burning can occur, based on 

favorable meteorological conditions for smoke dispersion. 

In the San Joaquin Valley, since large quantities 

of agricultural materials are generated and disposed of 

via open burning, additional restrictions apply to the 

region. In 2003, Senate Bill 705, authored by Senator 

Florez, was enacted and called for phasing out 

agricultural burning in the San Joaquin Valley by 2010.  

Under SB 705, the San Joaquin Valley Air District 

must phase out burning of a range of crop categories and 

materials, but the District can also postpone the burn 

prohibition for some materials, if it determines the 

postponement is necessary based on criteria in SB 705.  

--o0o--

AQPSD AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST CARR:  These four 

criteria are: 

That there are no economically feasible 

alternative means of eliminating the agricultural waste; 

That there is no long-term federal or State 
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funding commitment for the continued operation of biomass 

facilities in the San Joaquin Valley or development of 

alternatives to burning; 

That continued issuance of permits for that 

specific category or crop will not cause or substantially 

contribute to a violation of an applicable federal Ambient 

Air Quality Standard; 

And that CARB concurs with the District's 

determinations. 

If all these criteria are met, the District can 

postpone SB 705's burn prohibition for specified crop 

categories and materials, and while the District has 

requested burn ban postponements, as we'll discuss 

further, it has also taken steps to reduce agricultural 

burning. 

--o0o--

AQPSD AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST CARR:  Recognizing 

the impacts of open agricultural burning on air quality in 

the Valley, the San Joaquin Valley District is one of the 

first local air quality districts to begin regulating open 

air burning through a local rule in 1992. To comply with 

SB 705, amendments to the rule in 2005, 2007, and 2010 

progressively phased out burning for many crop categories.  

All burning that does take place is managed 

through the District's Smoke Management System, or SMS. 

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

50 

The SMS divides the valley into 103 burn allocation zones 

and is designed to ensure that open agricultural burning 

does not cause or substantially contribute to a violation 

of air quality standards, while mitigating public exposure 

to smoke. 

Through implementation of the rule and Smoke 

Management System, and with collaboration of the 

agricultural industry, the District succeeded by 2011 in 

reducing open burning by approximately 80 percent.  

Beginning in 2011, the valley entered into a series of 

droughts, which resulted in growers having to remove many 

acres of orchards and vineyards. 

In the same time frame, a number of biomass 

facilities closed, significantly limiting the options 

available to growers with many agricultural operators 

choosing to dispose of their agricultural biomass through 

open burning. As a result, approximately 600,000 tons of 

agricultural material are currently being burned in the 

valley every year, even though the District has tightened 

its burning restrictions. 

One key measure counteracting this rebound in 

open burning is the District's successful Alternatives to 

Agricultural Open Burning Incentive Program to encourage 

soil incorporation and other more sustainable 

alternatives. We'll discuss this important incentive 
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program in more detail later.  

The District also hosted a multi-disciplinary 

summit in 2017 to explore alternatives to opening burning.  

--o0o--

AQPSD AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST CARR: Since 

adoption of SB 705 in 2003, the District has requested, 

and CARB has provided concurrence on, postponements of the 

requirements of SB 705 for certain crop categories in 

2005, 2007, 2010, 2012, and 2015. 

CARB's most recent concurrence granted for the 

District's 2015 determinations, expired on December 31st, 

2020. On January 3rd, 2021, CARB provided concurrence for 

a limited period, which ended yesterday with a 

postponement of the prohibition of agricultural burning 

where issues such as disease pose obstacles to 

implementing alternatives.  

In addition, CARB concurred for the same limited 

period and with specified conditions with a postponement 

of the prohibition of agricultural burning where the 

District and permit applicant could document there was an 

immediate imperative to clear a field for planting.  

--o0o--

AQPSD AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST CARR:  This slide 

shows in more detail the trends in agricultural burning we 

just discussed. The chart shows the tons of agricultural 

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

52 

material burned in the San Joaquin Valley annually from 

2000 through 2020.  Annual tons are further broken down by 

crop category, for instance, vineyard removals in green 

and orchard removals in yellow.  

We can see the high levels of burning before the 

passage of SB 705 in 2003, dramatic reductions during the 

SB 705 phase-in period through 2010, reversal of some of 

that progress during the period of drought and biomass 

plant closures, and the current period marked by greater 

investment in alternatives such as soil incorporation, 

which is driving the trend back in the right direction. 

--o0o--

AQPSD AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST CARR:  Taking a 

closer look at the 600,000 tons of agricultural material 

burned in 2020 shows us which categories are the most 

important to focus on to achieve meaningful reductions in 

emissions from agricultural burning.  

Vineyard removals represent the majority of tons 

burned, contributing 71 percent in 2020.  Citrus orchard 

removals made up five percent, and small orchard removal 

projects, up to 15 acres per location per year, 

contributed 11 percent. 

Other crops and materials accounting for about 

two percent of the total include almond, pecan, and walnut 

prunings; raisin trays; rice straw; apple, pear, and 
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quince prunings or removals; weed abatement activities 

affecting ponding and levee banks; rice field levees; and 

diseased beehives.  

These categories are all addressed in the 

District's 2020 staff report and recommendations on 

agricultural burning, or 2020 report, which was provided 

to CARB in December last year.  

Not addressed in the District 2020 report, but 

contributing to tons burned in 2020 were attrition, which 

includes vegetative materials not associated with pruning 

or removals, such as incidental cuttings of dead or broken 

branches, orchards removed under a stipulated order of 

abatement, and miscellaneous other materials.  

--o0o--

AQPSD AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST CARR: The 

District adopted the 2020 report at its December Board 

hearing. The 2020 report makes recommendations for new 

agricultural burn prohibitions, which I'll expand on 

shortly, and also requests CARB concurrence on proposed 

postponement of burn prohibitions for certain other crop 

categories and materials. It establishes the framework 

for phaseout of agricultural burning by 2025.  

The 2020 report calls for the transition from 

open agricultural burning to non-combustion alternatives 

for certain crop categories, as predicated on the 
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availability of incentives from State and other sources to 

make the alternatives economically feasible.  

To this end, the 2020 report includes a request 

for funding support from the State of approximately $15 

million per year.  Additionally, the 2020 report makes 

recommendations for State energy policy more broadly, in 

part to address the decline in biomass plant capacity in 

the valley. 

--o0o--

AQPSD AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST CARR:  The 2020 

report includes phased-in reductions of open burning of 

vineyard removals and citrus orchard removals, two 

categories that together make up 76 percent of tons burned 

in 2020. In addition, the 2020 report proposes 

prohibitions for residual rice stubble and rice stubble 

spot burning; rasin trays; and prunings of almonds, 

walnuts, and pecan crops.  

The 2020 report recommends that orchard removals 

up to 15 acres per location per year be allowed to 

continue to burn due to economic feasibility challenges 

associated with small removal projects. 

Finally, the District requests CARB concurrence 

for continued burning of apple, pear, and quince prunings 

and removals; ponding and levee banks; rice field levees; 

and diseased beehives. 
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--o0o--

AQPSD AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST CARR:  Staff have 

been working with the District and stakeholders to better 

understand agricultural burning in the valley and to 

develop recommendations for the path forward.  Evaluation 

of the 2020 report was a starting point and included 

economic analysis and feasibility.  Staff also considered 

implications of concurrence, including the ability to meet 

targets in the valley's State Implementation Plan, or SIP, 

as well as community exposure to smoke from agricultural 

burning. The staff recommendations were posted for public 

comment on February 5th. This review process led to 

staff's key findings.  

--o0o--

AQPSD AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST CARR: The 

District has made considerable progress reducing 

agricultural burning since the passage of SB 705, and the 

2020 report is another significant step in the right 

direction. In particular, the District's Alternatives to 

Agricultural Open Burning Incentive Program since 

inception in November 2018, has borne out the feasibility 

of soil incorporation and highlighted the important role 

incentives play in making alternatives accessible to 

valley agricultural operators.  

CARB believes that partnerships between the 
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District, CARB, other State and federal agencies, the 

agricultural industry, and valley residents and other 

stakeholders can continue and accelerate this 

transformation paving a viable path to near complete 

phaseout of agricultural burning in the valley by January 

1st, 2025. 

--o0o--

AQPSD AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST CARR:  The pathway 

to phasing out agricultural burning builds on the 

framework established in the District's 2020 report. 

Staff are making a few specific suggestions for additional 

measures for the District to incorporate into 

implementation of their strategy.  

These include accelerating the District's 

timelines, starting with a focus on large agricultural 

operations while allowing more time for smaller operations 

to adjust, and setting a clear ton target to act as a 

backstop to ensure the near complete phaseout of burning 

by January 1st, 2025.  

In addition, CARB recognizes that to support the 

accelerated timelines and 2025 target, there is a need to 

collaborate to pursue incentive funds and biofuel 

opportunities. The next few slides will cover these 

suggestions in more detail. 

--o0o--
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AQPSD AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST CARR:  Vineyards, 

citrus orchards, and orchard removals up to 15 acres 

together make up 87 percent of the tons of agricultural 

material burned in 2020. Achieving a near complete 

phaseout of agricultural burning in the valley will 

require significant focus of resources on these 

categories. 

The District's 2020 report recommendations with 

respect to vineyard removals are to prohibit burning of 

projects larger than 15 acres, based on case-by-case 

evaluation, where alternatives are available effective 

2022. Staff suggest introducing a prohibition on burning 

at large agricultural operations, including for under 

15-acre removal projects, effective 2022, while providing 

a longer transition time for smaller operations.  

The new restrictions in the District's 2020 

report for citrus orchard removals are phased in between 

2021 and 2023, based on both the size of the agricultural 

operation and the size of the removal project, with 

progressively lower thresholds for each.  Staff are 

suggesting the same focus on larger agricultural 

operations first and an acceleration of the District's 

proposed phaseout by one year.  

--o0o--

AQPSD AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST CARR: Other 
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categories addressed in the District's 2020 report make up 

a small amount of total tons burned, about two percent. 

Staff concurs with the District's recommendations for 

these categories, although we are suggesting a slight 

modification to the District's recommendation for rice 

stubble, lowering the percentage of an operator's acreage 

that may be burned from 25 percent to 20 percent to align 

with the requirement for this category in the Sacramento 

Valley. 

--o0o--

AQPSD AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST CARR:  This slide 

illustrates the pathway to phase out agricultural burning 

by 2025. The solid black line shows the tons of 

agricultural material that have been burned in the valley 

through 2020 and the dashed blue line shows the proposed 

near complete phaseout of burning by 2025.  

CARB is confident that if the District 

accelerates reductions by crop type through a combination 

of restrictions and incentives, significant progress will 

be made in phasing out open agricultural burning in the 

valley. However, to provide certainty the phase-down will 

occur in a timely fashion and to protect public health for 

the region and community, CARB also recommends the 

District set a clear ton target for the near complete 

phaseout of burning by January 1st, 2025.  
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While allowing year-to-year flexibility, the 

target provides certainty for reductions in the amount of 

agricultural material burned and helps the District send a 

clear signal that the market is moving more quickly 

towards more sustainable alternatives to open burning.  

This target would not only protect public health, but 

would also help the valley attain federal PM2.5 air 

quality standards. As described in the 2018 plan for the 

1997, 2006, and 2012 PM2.5 standards, adopted by CARB in 

January 2019, the District must attain the 12 microgram 

per cubic meter annual PM2.5 standard by 2025.  

If the target is surpassed or met early, in 

addition to providing health benefits sooner, there is the 

possibility the District could earn SIP credit for any 

additional emissions reductions, thereby helping to meet 

the aggregate commitment for emissions reductions made in 

the SIP. 

The exceptions to the phaseout may include 

burning of the small amount of agricultural material for 

which there are cogent disease issues, including 

agricultural commissioner- or State-ordered disease 

removals, or where there are safety or water quality 

issues that limit the use of pesticides. 

This agricultural material includes weeds and 

vegetative materials on rice field levees and banks; 
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apple, pear, and quince crop prunings and orchard 

removals; weeds affecting ponding and levee banks; and 

diseased beehives.  

On average, over the past 15 years, these 

categories have accounted for approximately one percent of 

the tons of material burned.  So continued burning will 

have negligible impact on air quality.  Ongoing tracking 

of burnings will help ensure this remains the case. 

--o0o--

AQPSD AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST CARR:  To support 

expanding access to alternatives to agricultural burning 

such as soil incorporation during the phaseout period 

through January 1st, 2025, incentive funds are anticipated 

to play an important role.  

Funding on the order of $15 million to $30 

million annually coming from multiple federal, State, and 

local sources will be needed, depending on the extent to 

which incentives can be focused towards smaller 

agricultural operations that might face more serious 

economic hurdles to implementing comparatively costlier 

alternatives to opening burning.  

The overall cost of an incentive program would be 

less if incentives were provided only to the smaller 

agricultural operations or if the incentive amounts were 

reduced over time.  Funding should be limited to the 
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transitional period to help the valley achieve near 

complete phaseout of agricultural burning.  

Another alternative to open burning is to convert 

agricultural residue to biofuels, which can also support 

the State's climate change mitigation efforts.  

--o0o--

AQPSD AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST CARR: The 

District's well-received, successful, and oversubscribed 

Alternatives to Agricultural Open Burning Incentives 

Program has highlighted the important role incentives play 

in making alternatives accessible to valley agricultural 

operators. 

From its launch in November 2018 through January 

2021, the District has allocated $25 million in grants 

with almost $18 million executed. These funds have 

assisted with disposal of approximately 33,000 acres and 

900,000 tons of agricultural material, using soil 

incorporation and land application alternatives. 

The year-over-year expansion of this program with 

increased funding and participation is encouraging and 

highlights both how much agricultural burning is being 

reduced and also the importance of continued funding for 

alternatives. Much of the burning that persists will be 

more difficult and more costly to transition to 

alternative means of disposal. 
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--o0o--

AQPSD AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST CARR:  To improve 

readiness to reduce burning at the pace needed to meet the 

2025 target of a near complete phaseout of agricultural 

burning in the valley, CARB is suggesting the District 

take the following measures. CARB has an important 

partnership role in all these actions to help support the 

District in this transition.  

The actions include: 

Holding a summit on non-burning alternatives, 

similar to the 2017 summit the District hosted; 

Developing outreach materials and programs to 

identify alternatives to vineyard and orchard removals; 

Pursuing a clean biomass or bioenergy 

collaborative across State and other agencies; 

Pursuing additional incentive funding from State 

and Federal sources; 

And, encouraging the use of woody biomass in 

low-carbon uses. 

These suggestions, as well as the ones discussed 

previously regarding accelerating the District's timelines 

and setting a clear ton target are reflected in CARB's 

staff recommendation to the Board which is as follows. 

--o0o--

AQPSD AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST CARR: Staff 
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recommends the Board approve Resolution 21-4, which 

includes a concurrence recommendation in two phases. 

First, recognizing the need for a transitional 

period, CARB staff recommend that the Board concur with 

the District's burn prohibition postponements as set forth 

in the District's 2020 report through August 31st, 2021.  

Second, staff recommends that the Board delegate 

the Executive Officer the authority to provide concurrence 

for an additional period beyond the first six-month 

concurrence period through January 1st, 2025, provided 

that the District implement the additional measures 

discussed with CARB support. 

Staff will provide periodic reports back to the 

Board on implementation.  

That concludes the staff presentation.  And now, 

I'd like to ask Samir Sheikh, the Executive Director, Air 

Pollution Control Officer of the San Joaquin Valley Air 

Pollution Control District to provide a few comments.  

MR. SHEIKH: Thank you.  And good morning, Chair 

Randolph, Board members.  Thank you, Laura for the 

presentation. My name is Samir Sheikh and I'm the 

Executive Director and Air Pollution Control Officer of 

the San Joaquin Valley Air District. 

Well, first, I just want to congratulate you 

Chair Randolph on your appointment and very much look 
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forward to working with you and the Board this year on 

improving our air quality in the valley.  Very much 

appreciate your attention to the valley's issues.  

And thank you for your opportunity here to share 

our perspective on this very important item.  And as 

you're aware, our region does face some of the most 

difficult air quality challenges anywhere in the country.  

And we're going to really need your assistance as we move 

forward with working together to pursue the next and final 

steps in phasing out ag open burning in the San Joaquin 

Valley. 

We very much appreciate the work of CARB staff in 

engaging the District to develop the recommendations that 

are before you today that really build on our District's 

2020 reports, as staff just discussed, and the recognition 

that the State can do more to help, and a framework which 

has really served now to provide a framework for moving 

forward with the accelerated phaseout of the majority of 

the remaining open burning that happens in our region.  

By way of background, the Valley Air District has 

long regulated and pursued many strategies for reducing 

emissions from ag open burning.  And, of course, the 

passing of SB 705 was a very significant development in 

this journey and really did establish that legal framework 

that we're talking about today for progressively phasing 

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

65 

out ag open burning in the valley.  

I just want to take a moment here to recognize 

Senator Florez, who now serves on this Board for his 

leadership in this area. What we're talking about today 

wouldn't be feasible really without the attention that 

he's placed on helping our region deal with this very 

difficult issue. 

And under SB 705, the valley is required to phase 

out ag open burning under certain conditions, including 

the availability of biomass plants as an outlet for the 

material and the availability of State and federal 

incentives to help offset the cost of these, what could 

be, very costly alternatives to open burning.  

And I do want to note that these requirements are 

unique to the San Joaquin Valley.  No other region in the 

State has a comprehensive program the way that we do and 

that we envision here in partnership with CARB and others 

for phasing out ag open burning.  So it is something that 

I hope, as we move forward with this very bold strategy 

that we're talking about today, really serves as model for 

anywhere else that's really looking at how do we deal with 

a very tricky issue here. 

And as a result of regulations, the valley does 

have the toughest restrictions on ag burning in the state.  

You heard that from staff. Since 2005, we progressively 
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prohibited the open burning of the majority of field 

crops, the majority of prunings, the majority of orchard 

removals, weed abatement, and other materials.  And we 

still have some work to be done here.  And we look forward 

again to talking about this and really putting together a 

very bold and aggressive strategy in this area. 

We do operate a comprehensive and State-approved 

Smoke Management System Program that does tightly regulate 

and enforces open burning in the valley.  It only 

authorizes burns when they will not impact air quality 

standards, smoke sensitive areas and receptors, or cause a 

public nuisance.  It is something that -- just to put it 

in perspective, this last summer, with the wildfires that 

were raging all up and down the state and then going right 

into our winter PM2.5 season, under that program, there 

was very, very little -- actually, really no burning going 

on for quite a while, because of those air quality 

conditions. And it is something that we very tightly 

regulate. 

Again, it's still an area for quite a bit of work 

here. But I just wanted to note that that is a program 

that I think has really helped to keep the impacts of this 

burning down to as a low level as possible. 

And we made a lot of progress up until, as staff 

talked about, we saw the drought and the biomass plants 

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

67 

going down. And just to put a little bit of a finer point 

on that issue, you know, we had well over 20 plants that 

were providing outlets for this material. At one point, 

well over 20 actually, when you count plants that were 

actually outside the valley, 20 in the valley that are 

down to five plants today.  And we know that these plants, 

for a variety of reasons, are probably not going to be 

sustainable, into the future. 

And that is something that I want to make sure is 

just understood by the Board just how much capacity those 

plants were handling.  We've lost well over 500,000 tons 

per year of woody material capacity by those plants going 

down. And we do need to really roll up our sleeves and 

work to find some alternatives that really handle the very 

large amount of material that we're talking about here in 

our region. 

In response to these challenges, the Valley Air 

District's Board has been proactive in seeking solutions 

and very much appreciate the help of CARB in helping us.  

We did convene the summit that was referred to in 2017. I 

want to recognize Senator Florez again for -- he was 

actually instrumental with CARB staff in helping us make 

that summit happen.  It was a great event.  We had 

community-based organizations with growers and technology 

providers all really talking about these issues.  And, in 
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fact, our grant program that we launched was, in a big 

way, part of the summit recommendations that were 

presented by, you know, many of the advocates that have 

really been pushing hard on this issue.  We actually heard 

and identified some major opportunities as a part of that 

process. 

And so building on that, you know, we also, in 

our PM2.5 plan that your Board here has been very 

supportive and engaged in, we also launched our grant 

program as a big part of adopting our P -- the same day of 

our PM2.5 plan recognizing how important this issue was. 

And to date, as staff mentioned, we've allocated $25 

million to that program of local funding.  It's something 

that we're very proud and it has really demonstrated the 

feasibility of many of these alternatives that we're 

talking about today.  

I also wanted to mention that in 2019, our Board 

adopted the toughest residential wood burning rule 

anywhere in the country.  And the reason that's relevant 

is under that rule during the wintertime, which is when we 

have our peak PM2.5 season, whenever we call a no burn 

day, which is a big chunk of the winter, because of the 

low thresholds that we have, we also don't allow any ag 

burning. 

You know, we've tied those efforts to this issue 
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as well. And it's just a straight ban.  You know, whether 

it's residential wood burning, it doesn't really matter 

what's going on in the zones that we manage under the 

program, we just flat out don't allow any, and just wanted 

to note that as another one of those measures that our 

Board has put into place.  

And as you heard from your staff, the 2020 report 

is really just the latest efforts in a long journey for us 

in really trying to eliminate open burning.  That is the 

goal. That is the work that we're all doing collectively.  

And we established, through that process, additional 

prohibitions and what I call the final framework for 

phasing out the remaining crop categories.  And that is, 

as staff mentioned, the goal with our report.  And to 

support those recommendations, we also added funding at 

the same time. So just a couple of months ago added 

another $7 million in local funding.  And I wanted to also 

note specific funding to smaller operations as a part of 

that funding that we added to really recognize that extra 

challenge for the smaller growers.  

We also, in that report, noted that we really 

can't move forward as aggressive -- as aggressively as we 

all want to without some increased resource assistance at 

the State and federal level. And so we called for that as 

well as a bioenergy collaborative and policies, and 
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that we -- it was mentioned before by the staff. 

Now, we estimate that the near complete phaseout 

of ag open burning over the next four years or so that's 

called for in the CARB staff recommendations are going to 

require significant funding beyond the dollars that are 

currently available.  We will continue allocating funding, 

but it is important that we understand that there is going 

to be a major, not only incremental cost of some of these 

practices, but the need to develop some major 

infrastructure as well. It's not simply a matter of, you 

know, put money into a program and all of a sudden you 

have -- you have all of this capacity.  There's going to 

be a wide variety of things that are going to need to 

happen to really handle the volume of material that we're 

talking about today.  

But I think with that partnership and with that 

assistance in place, I think it's feasible, and I think 

it's something that we really need to be bold about in 

describing, you know, where we move forward with with 

addressing this challenge.  

And so as outlined in the CARB staff 

recommendations, we do appreciate that recognition of the 

progress that's being made in the valley historically in 

phasing out opening burning, developing those new 

alternatives, but also the remaining challenges that are 
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left for those crop categories that have been particularly 

difficult to deal with. And there are some very real 

challenges. 

But then I think most importantly, and this is 

where I really just wanted to thank the CARB staff and the 

Board, the recognition in your recommendations of the 

critical role that the State plays in advancing these 

final phase-outs through enhanced State bioenergy 

policies. You know we understand that we're in a low 

carbon future here, where we have to really come up with 

new bioenergy solutions that are going to provide these 

outlets, but in a manner that really achieves all of the 

goals that we're all working so hard towards, and -- but 

it is -- it is a need and it's something that I appreciate 

is recognized in the recommendations.  And then, of 

course, providing the much needed support from a funding 

perspective to support the widespread deployment of these 

alternatives. 

So I want to thank Mr. Corey and Edie -- Ms. 

Chang, Mr. Benjamin, Mr. Edwards, Ms. Carr, and all the 

other CARB staff that have really been working hard on 

these issues trying to understand and develop what I 

considered some very thoughtful and very bold 

recommendations in this area. 

I want to also recognize valley growers for their 
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efforts in research and really being the ones that have 

proven whole orchard recycling and so many of the other 

things that we've heard about today. And then lastly, I 

do want to recognize the communities, the stakeholders, 

the community-based organizations that have continued to 

really advocate very strongly in this area. I can tell 

you I don't think that we're going to be able to move 

forward with the staff recommendations without all of us 

working very closely together in partnership to promote 

what we're talking about here today and to make sure that 

we have those resources in place.  

And with that, I just want to thank you for the 

opportunity to provide that perspective and voice my 

support for what I consider to be the kind of vision that 

I think our region will need to assist with our air 

quality challenges and turn it back over to you, Madam 

Chair and the Board.  

Thank you very much.  

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

I would like to take a moment to call on Board 

Member Florez, the -- who authored SB 705 and really set 

the path in motion to end agricultural burning in the 

valley. 

BOARD MEMBER FLOREZ:  Thank you, Madam Chair. 

You know, just -- I do -- I will have questions 
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and comments after the community, and farms, and others 

have an opportunity to comment. But I would like to just 

tell the members, if I could, thank you. And I would like 

to tell our Chair thank you.  It's a -- not only your 

first meeting, but it's an historic meeting, a necessary 

meeting that hopefully -- not hopefully -- I'm going to 

just say will end a practice that has been in existence, 

and you can write this down folks, since 1859. Since 

1859, the ag burn has been around California.  

And although California -- you know, ag has, and 

still accounts for about one-tenth of the entire U.S. 

agricultural output, the unfortunate byproduct of that has 

been a practice that has been in existence for about a 

hundred and sixty years. And if you think about this 

Board and if you think about the action you'll be taking 

today, I hope everybody takes a moment to reflect on that.  

You know, so many people talk about the bill that 

I introduced 17 years ago. I think Hector De La Torre 

said last meeting, you know, I'd be pissed too if the bill 

hasn't been implemented some 17 years.  But I think 

proactively thinking about this, you know, we're turning a 

very dirty practice, you know, a practice that's 

include -- that has increased ozone pollution, asthma 

rates, created a ton of severe health impairments, and, in 

a sense, we're ending a chapter in that.  

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

74 

And I just want everyone to reflect on that for a 

moment, that in today's discussion and ultimate direction 

to the Executive Director, we're ending a practice.  We're 

creating a declining cap.  We have a 36-month countdown to 

a complete phaseout.  And, you know, at near, burning is 

really more about, you know, the diseased and weed things 

that occur in everyone's district, include in everyone's 

canal linings and every other county in the state of 

California. 

And in every sense of the word, this is going to 

end this practice once and for all. And I just feel super 

fortunate today, along with my fellow Board members, to be 

a part of this action.  

I also want to say that, you know, everyone 

should recognize that this Board, when we put this 

language into SB 705, we included -- and I want to thank 

actually Kip Lipper who worked with me way back some 17 

years ago, when we were negotiating this, to put in the 

fact that CARB has to concur, in the event that things 

didn't go right. 

And that's fine that you put language in like 

that, but let me just bring it really close to everyone 

here. You know, in 2005, under Schwarzenegger, we had a 

chance to non-concur.  We didn't take it. 2007 we didn't 

take it. 2010 we didn't take it. 2012 we didn't take it.  
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2015 we didn't take it. 

This Board has passed on these extensions, in 

some sense, without, in many cases, any Board discussion. 

So five opportunities over 17 plus years. And today, 

under our Chair's first meeting and under her leadership, 

along with the leadership of Richard Corey, you know, 

under Gavin Newsom, we have this opportunity where the 

Board is taking this up.  

We are closing the practice.  This is going to be 

our last concurrence.  And in some sense, that's historic.  

I mean -- and I think it really shows where the Board is, 

how we feel about pollution particularly at the source, 

and it feels like this is something that everybody should 

recognize, you know, for all of those years we passed on 

this. 

And I've got to tell you, I never thought when I 

put that clause into the bill that I would be sitting on 

this Board some 17 years later so.  I feel especially 

fortunate to be able to, in some sense, push this 

negotiated discussion with agriculture, and our advocates, 

and our District together.  

I also want to thank Samir over at the local 

district and some of the farmers who have come to the 

table. I really have enjoyed reading a lot of the funding 

requests that are necessary to get -- make this a reality. 
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But what I've really enjoyed reading, more than anything 

else, that I never thought I'd read in 2000 -- excuse me, 

2003, was that they recognize that this is an end to a 

practice. I think that sentence should not be -- you 

know, you should not move past that. 

And then some last context. I would like you to 

know that when this bill was introduced in 2003, it was 

part of a series.  So the most important bill of that 

series was SB 700, and SB 700 eliminated agriculture's 

exemption to federal Clean Air Act. They've been exempted 

since 1918. 

So with the bill and a signature by the Governor, 

we're able to talk about dairies, and CAFOs, and all of 

the things that now fall under, if you will, CARB and the 

local district. And included in that package was SB 705. 

So I can tell you this was not an easy deal back in 2003. 

And I can also tell you that some of the folks that will 

be speaking today, after that bill was passed, I don't 

think we spoke for about ten years, maybe even a decade, 

with a lot of hard feelings about that.  

So I feel particularly honored to -- that they 

are now coming to the table.  They are continuing to try 

to find solutions.  You know, my -- I know Manny Cunha 

will be speaking hopefully in a little bit.  And I don't 

think Manny and I have talked for many, many years. It 

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

77 

was a hard deal for agriculture to kind of come into the 

clean air realm.  And this ag burn is particularly 

difficult as the staff just laid out. This is not an easy 

thing. There's no easy solutions, but there is a 

solution, in some sense, if you start with the finality 

that the practice will end and you work backwards.  

And I think that's kind of what we're doing 

today. We're trading off 30 to 36 months for a finality, 

for an end. And it's going to take some hard negotiations 

and it's going to take everyone sitting at the table.  

And I do want to just end by saying, Madam 

Chair - and I'm sorry to go on for a bit - that the only 

really negotiation as we all sit down and think about this 

is really the people's lungs in the Central Valley.  I 

mean, that's who we're negotiating for. It's all the kids 

with asthma. It's all the kids who have lived under this 

ag burn environment for many years.  

And in some sense, we have to be able to find a 

way to fund our way out of this 36-month period till we 

get to the end. So I would be remiss to say that Governor 

Newsom, if he would really, really hyperfocus on this in 

this budget year, you know, we could have no burns or we 

could eliminate a majority of burns in these 30 months, if 

we can find the funding necessary to incentivize programs 

that have worked.  
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So, you know, in some sense, we're negotiating 

waiting for finality, but the Governor can actually reduce 

this in like major ways, if he would just put in the 

funding into the May revise to end this practice once and 

for all in terms of these 30 months. 

So, you know, it's wonderful that we have a 

budget surplus.  It's great that we're looking at, you 

know, amazing things in the budget that the Governor is 

working on, including COVID, but this is one where this 

governor, Governor Newsom, can actually end the practice 

that's been in existence for -- as I mentioned, for about 

a hundred and sixty years. 

It's a three-legged school.  CARB is coming to 

the table. The District is coming to the table. We need 

the Governor to complete this last act. So I would say 

that if there's consternation about, wow, these 30 months, 

you know, it's like why does it have to go so long in 

terms of this closure, I just want people to think about 

30 months versus 160 years, 30 months versus 17 years 

doing very little, 30 months tied to five times this Board 

has never taken this item up.  You know, it feels to me 

that the finality of this practice, which is going to end 

once and for all, has to be juxtaposed against all of 

those things that we have, in some sense, not paid 

attention to. 
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So I'm thankful to the Chair, thankful to the 

Board, thankful to my fellow members. I know it's like 

the one and only thing that I feel completely passionate 

about. It's -- I think it's one of the reasons I'm on 

this Board. And I would love nothing better, and since 

this is my last term on the Board, which is December 31st 

2024, to have woken up the next day and have this practice 

ended once and for all. 

So thank you, Madam Chair. I appreciate the 

opportunity to say a few words.  It's a good deal.  

CHAIR RANDOLPH: All right. Thank you for your 

work on SB 705 and your leadership on this issue. 

I will now turn this over to the Board Clerk to 

open our public comment.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you, Madam Chair. 

We currently have 29 people with their hands raised. If 

you wish to speak on this item, please raise your hand or 

dial star nine, if you're on the phone now, and we will 

call you when it's your turn. So our first three 

commenters are Elaine Trevino, Peter Dorian, and Stan 

Chance. 

So Elaine, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can unmute yourself and begin. 

Elaine, are you there?  

STEVE KORETOFF:  Hello. 
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BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Hello. Yes, we can hear 

you. 

STEVE KORETOFF: Yes. Can you hear me?  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can. 

STEVE KORETOFF: Okay. Yes. This is Steve 

Koretoff, not Elaine Trevino.  

Anyway, I am a member of the Almond Alliance and 

I'm also a Central Valley farmer.  And I just have some 

comments that I would like to read, if that's okay.  

Okay. Good morning.  My name is Steve Koretoff. 

I'm the CEO for Purity Organics, Incorporated in Kerman, 

California. We are a fourth generation family owned and 

operated business that specializes in organic almonds and 

pistachios. Between the packing and farming operations, 

we employ nearly 30 people.  

In addition to my work at Purity Organics, 

Incorporated, I currently serve on the Organic Trade 

Association's Farmer Advisory Council, serve as a board 

member to the Almond Alliance, and am a current member of 

the U.S. Forest Service's Fresno-Madera County Resource 

Advisory Council, as well as a U.S. Forest Service 

volunteer. 

In addition, I served three terms on the 

California -- Central California Resource Advisory Council 

to the Bureau of Land Management and also served as a 
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Board member of the California Certified Organic Farmers 

Association. 

While our farming operation has gone to great 

lengths to minimize agricultural burning, it is still a 

valuable tool that we need to keep in our toolbox. Like 

many other organic farms, we utilize flame cultivation to 

control weeds on our almond borders. Unfortunately, even 

though flame cultivation is a recognized organic farming 

practice, our operation has been cited and fined because a 

few leaves or weeds were smoldering on a non-burn day.  

In recent years, burn days are becoming less and 

less frequent. Unfortunately, weeds do not stop growing 

because of the lack of burn days. If the weed canopy 

becomes too tall or too large, then flame cultivation will 

not work properly. This tool must be used when the weeds 

are small and tender.  We're not trying to burn the weeds. 

We're simply trying to singe them.  

We cannot afford fines, but at the same time, we 

cannot allow weeds to get out of control during -- out of 

control as during harvest, the nuts get caught in the 

overgrown weeds and cause a loss of crop and create 

habitat for pests that attack the almond orchard, and also 

for food safety issues.  

If we lose the ability to use flame cultivation 

in a timely fashion, it will make it impossible to farm 
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organically. We have -- we have lost one full crop year 

because when we recently pulled out an old orchard, we 

were unable to burn the piles or find an operator that 

could grind the piles to reincorporate in a timely 

fashion. And because of the delays, we had to plant the 

orchard six months later than planned, and essentially 

we've lost one year's worth of crop on down the road. 

Farmers cannot afford to lose a crop year. Many 

minority and disenfranchised farmers go into organic 

agriculture, because it gives them a unique opportunity to 

compete and prosper as a small farmer.  If they lose the 

ability to use fire --

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Thank you, Steve. 

STEVEN KORETOFF:  -- as a tool --

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Steve, your time has 

concluded. 

STEVE KORETOFF:  -- they may also lose the 

ability to operate as a small farmer. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Peter Dorian. Peter, I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

PETER DORIAN: Yeah. Hi. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Hello. 

PETER DORIAN: I live in Fresno and I've been 
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concerned about the air quality for many, many years.  I 

don't understand why we need 36 months. Now this law was 

instituted back in 2003, so really we've had 17 years to 

get this done. I think that's basically called 

procrastination. I feel that there's just excuses being 

made to not go ahead and get this thing taken care of. I 

know there's been progress. However, we have to put the 

health of the community before any other financial 

concern. What we breathe has to take precedent over 

anything else, basically.  

And there's been way too many permits given 

extensions to burning. It's too often done without enough 

substantiation, so nothing is going to change.  In fact, 

when a farmer says I'm burning because of disease, does 

someone go out and actually verify that those trees are 

diseased? 

I'm very, very frustrated with the poor air 

quality in the valley.  It is at times some of the worst 

air quality, as you know, in the nation, and it's just -- 

I'm just very, very frustrated.  The health -- health has 

to come first. It has to be the main priority. And this 

phaseout period, I mean, they've already had years, and 

years, and years.  There's no excuse to give it another 36 

months. It should be done in a year at the most from this 

point. 
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You know, I'd like to see you ask for a 17-year 

extension from putting in your taxes from the IRS and see 

where you'd go. You're not going to get anywhere.  

It's very, very, frustrating and the permits really need 

to be stopped. These exemptions.  I think they're given 

way too freely with low -- little substantiation.  So it 

should be changed now. No need to give it another 36 

months. I find that really derelict when you've had 

really 17 years. 

So thank you for allowing me to -- allowing me to 

speak. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Stan Chance. After Stan, we 

have Mark Rose, Cynthia Pinto-Cabrera, and Jason Bayer.  

So Stan, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can unmute yourself and begin. 

STAN CHANCE: Good morning, Madam Chair and 

esteemed Board.  My name is Stan Chance.  I live east of 

Turlock where I'm a third generation on the same farm 

purchased in 1907.  The family has been growing Blue 

Diamond almonds since 1964.  

No doubt SB 705 has brought positive changes to 

the air quality in the valley.  On a clear day, I can see 

Half Dome and Yosemite Valley from my farm.  I don't want 

that view to ever go away. Since 2005, I've transitioned 
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to shredding what I prune.  And this last year for the 

first time, I removed an orchard by grinding up the trees 

and tilling them into the soil. 

Whole orchard recycling is pretty exciting stuff.  

But waiting to get it done is what costs me the money. 

Last February, it cost me a thousand dollars an acre to 

grind, spread, and incorporate 20 acres of trees into the 

ground versus lighting a match.  It's a million dollars of 

equipment captured in those three words, grind, spread, 

and incorporate. 

Our family farm can't afford to own these, so I'm 

not in control of the timing of when the job gets done.  

Those who are in the business of grinding make more money 

when they prioritize a hundred acres versus ten acres. 

It's easy math, a hundred thousand dollars or they can 

come to my place for $10,000. 

The reason I don't take the whole 50 acres out of 

my place at once to make myself more attractive to a 

grinder is because it would bring my farm income to zero. 

And I have a hard time inducing a bank to lend me money, 

when I've wiped out a hundred percent of my income.  

That's -- the small farmer is in line -- is last 

in line to get the work done, because grinders can't 

afford to lose out on the large-scale acreage. The impact 

on me this last year was having to delay planning a whole 
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year waiting for equipment to show up.  That's a whole 

extra year without the ground producing income.  No 

unemployment check showed up in my mailbox.  What did show 

up was the banker's invoice still waiting for their 

payments. 

And so I'm here to say the valley is not yet 

equipped for the burn option to go away.  There's not 

enough equipment in the system to timely meet the demands 

in the valley. 

I'm embracing where SB 705 has taken us, but I 

still can't get equipment timely and I still need the 

option to burn. Until the industry has more tools, the 

financial impact of a delay of another year if it's 

another obstacle in the way of the viability if it's a 

family farm. 

I know that's not the intent of what your goals 

are, but it's the reality in the current stage of 

implementation of the non-burning practices.  

Consequently, I urge you to take into consideration the 

indirect financial impact of your vote on our family farm 

when there remains inadequate equipment available to 

timely accomplish the mandates. 

You're trying to keep my air healthy and I'm 

totally on board with that.  I'm trying to keep your body 

healthy by keeping almonds in your granola and almond milk 
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in your coffee. 

So let's work together, let's continue to be 

innovative. I appreciate the opportunity to speak and 

will be glad to answer any questions you may have. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Mark Rose. Mark, I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

MARK ROSE: Good morning, Chair Randolph and 

members of the CARB Board. I thank you for this 

opportunity to comment.  My name is Mark Rose and I'm the 

Sierra Nevada program manager for National Parks 

Conservation Association.  I also live and work here in 

Fresno. 

I'd like to begin by sincerely thanking CARB 

staff for their willingness to meet and work with 

advocates to try and find a solution on this issue. 

Unfortunately, after more than a decade of delay, we 

believe that CARB staff's recommendations have fallen 

short of what is needed for the San Joaquin Valley. 

In an era of climate change and climate-driven 

mega fires, valley residents and our local environment 

cannot afford to allow man-made burning to continue 

through 2025. 

As stated in our written comments, agricultural 
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burned -- burning is a burden that should no longer be 

borne by the lungs of valley families who have been denied 

clean air for far too long. It needs to end. 

Although, the overall equities and personal 

impacts that will be discussed by my colleagues are what 

are most important in this debate, the illegality of a yes 

vote on concurrence should not be ignored. The 

determinations in the District's reports that you are 

being asked to concur with, blatantly ignored several 

requirements under SB 705, requirements that must be met 

in order to be granted a postponement to allow burning to 

continue. 

First, the District's economic feasibility 

analysis for alternatives, wholly ignored both the various 

economic benefits of several alternatives, as well as the 

social costs of burning that valley residents pay through 

their health and well-being.  

Second, it wholly ignored the numerous State and 

federal funding sources that are available now for 

farmers, which will help support their shift to 

alternatives while providing additional climate and soil 

health benefits. 

Finally, and perhaps most egregiously, the 

District's report falsely claims that ag burning does not 

cause any violations of 24-hour or annual PM2.5 NAAQS 
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standards that the District is decades behind in meeting.  

CARB's own report states that ag burning 

contributes to an average of two tons per day of 

particulate emissions.  This is all while the State is 

looking to receive SIP credit for reductions from this 

category taking all of the credit, but none of the blame 

for these emissions.  

Thus, because of the obvious and significant 

flaws in the District's report, it would be a clear 

violation of SB 705 to issue a concurrence at today's 

meeting, and thus, we urge you to vote no. If you are not 

willing to hold the District accountable for the flaws in 

their report, we ask that you at least pursue a more 

stringent strategy than what is being proposed by CARB 

staff. 

Among the recommendations in our written 

comments, I would like to highlight our recommendation 

that CARB end burning for all large operations 

immediately, while allowing a shorter two-year phaseout 

for smaller operations ending at the beginning of 2023, 

not 2025, and focusing all incentive funding on smaller 

farmers, like the ones you've heard from today.  

I would also like to recommend that CARB staff's 

declining cap proposal to be adjusted to require a 

significant reduction in burning in the first year, 
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followed by an additional reduction for smaller farmers 

over the next year. 

Finally, we recommend ending burning entirely in 

the interim period until the District and CARB can make 

the necessary improvements to their --

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

MARK ROSE: -- reporting to ensure concurrence is 

justified. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Cynthia Pinto-Cabrera.  

Cynthia, I have activated your microphone.  You can unmute 

yourself and begin. 

CYNTHIA PINTO-CABRERA:  Good morning, Board 

members and Chair Randolph. Thank you for taking the time 

to hear from the community on this important issue. I'm 

Cynthia Pinto-Cabrera, the policy assistant for the 

Central Valley Air Quality Coalition, or CVAQ for short, 

located in Fresno, California. 

CVAQ is a coalition of 70-plus diverse 

environmental, environmental justice, and public health 

organizations that advocate for clean air in the San 

Joaquin Valley, and I'm also a valley native, and an 

asthmatic. 

Breathers in the valley have been asked to wait 
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17 long years for an end to open agricultural burning.  

Affordable and ecologically beneficial alternatives, such 

as chipping and soil incorporation are already available. 

And large corporation -- corporate agriculture operations 

can afford to pay these costs, with research showing that 

there's benefits in the long term for them. 

Additionally, the San Joaquin Valley has already 

received $12 millon for incentives.  I mean, any leeway or 

financial support should focus on the small farmers that 

are locally owned and do not have easily accessible funds 

to be able to plan for these upfront costs.  

The financial and technological feasibility is 

not the issue. What is -- what has been lacking is the 

political will.  Many of the issues stated by the industry 

have solutions. For example, in speaking with local staff 

at the UC cooperative extension that they shared that the 

wires used in wine grapes can typically be removed by hand 

and it is simply a matter of paying the labor costs.  

These investments are worth the public health protections 

for our already overburdened communities. 

Agricultural burns are still happening and 

affecting residents' health.  Just a few weeks ago driving 

in Madera County, I witnessed an agricultural burn 

happening. Madera County is a identified hot spot for the 

Valley Air District.  And driving past it, not knowing, I 
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was not able to know if it was a legal burn or an illegal 

burn. And there's no notification system for the 

communities. There's no advance for these communities to 

know what is happening in their -- and when a burn is 

going to happen.  

So notifications are missing from both the Valley 

Air District's and the CARB staff reports.  It's essential 

for residents to be able to properly prepare and protect 

themselves from this man-made and planned pollution 

source. 

So it's -- again, it's imperative moving forward 

that residents are notified for this burn. So we ask this 

Board to consider a drastic reduction of burning in the 

first year, prioritizing supporting small farmers, farmers 

of color, and ensuring that there is a timely and 

accessible notifications for the burns that will be 

allowed, especially for the residents that are living next 

to these agricultural operations.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Jason Bayer.  After Jason, we 

have Christopher Chavez, Daniel Bays, and Rick Spurlock. 

Jason, I have activated your microphone.  You can 

unmute yourself and begin. 

JASON BAYER: Yes.  Good morning, Madam Chair and 
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Board of Directors.  First, I want to say thank you for 

all of your hard work and improving our valley's air.  

It's very important.  

My name is Jason Bayer.  I'm from Exact 

Corporation located here in the Central Valley.  Also a 

member of the Almond Alliance.  

The almond -- the California almond industry is 

driven primarily by family farmers, many of whom have a 

vested interest in improving air quality, as they 

themselves live, work, and raise their families in these 

local communities.  

Through research on chipping of prunings and 

whole orchard recycling, we are continuing to move the 

needle towards a future with improved air quality through 

innovation and improvement of industry practices, while 

ensuring profitability.  As an industry, we share the 

interest of the Board in protecting our communities and 

the environment by continuing to grow almonds in a much 

better, and safer, and healthier ways.  

That being said, I do want to make sure that I 

state clearly that there has been significant reduction of 

almond biomass since the burning -- since the 

legislation -- it was implemented in 2005. Since 2005, 

over 80 percent of ag burning in the San Joaquin Valley 

has been eliminated.  The almond industry has been very 
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proactive in seeking alternatives via the Almond Board's 

research programs, such as:  

Assessing viability of chipping, and putting the 

chippings back on the soil; soil incorporation of 

ground-up trees, which a.k.a. is whole orchard recycling; 

other resource recovery pathways that will need to be --

will need additional support to commercialize, example is 

pyrolysis. 

Unfortunately the loss of co-gens was not planned 

for and there are no other feasible alternatives in place 

for growers or farmers to fall back on, which has been 

aforementioned by several of the speakers here, meaning if 

you're a small farmer, chipping, and grinding, and 

applying are not economically feasible, and in many cases 

are not feasible from a scheduling standpoint.  

It's important to note that there's a minimum 

up-front fee for the equipment and staff to show up 

regardless of the size of the job.  Fixed costs spread 

over a smaller acreage. 

It's very hard to get custom chippers, as has 

been mentioned as well, to show up for a small job, unless 

they have other reasons to be there in the area. Prunings 

in the drive row with the orchard prevent other orchard 

activities, such as mummy nut removal, weed management, or 

planting of cover pollinator crops. 
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So I do want to summarize my comments quickly 

here by increased, you know, resources, the alternative to 

open burn program operated by the District, as well as 

looking into, you know, a variety of other options with 

cogen, gasification -- 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

JASON BAYER: -- pyrolysis or torrefaction, so 

thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you.  Our next 

speaker is Christopher Chavez. I have activated your 

microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 

CHRISTOPHER CHAVEZ:  Yes. Thank you. My name is 

Chris Chavez, Deputy Policy Director for Coalition for 

Clean Air. Coalition for Clean Air aligns its comments 

with those of the air quality and public health advocates 

of the San Joaquin Valley.  

The time to stop open air agricultural burning is 

long overdue. The San Joaquin Valley has the distinction 

of having some of the worst air quality in the nation. 

According to the American Lung Association, Fresno, 

Bakersfield, and Visalia hold the top spots for worst 

year-round particulate matter pollution conditions.  

Fresno and Bakersfield also hold the top worst -- the top 

spots for worst short-term particle pollution with Visalia 

just outside the top ten. 
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Valley cities are also among the worst in the 

country for ground level ozone pollution.  Now, 

understandably, these sources -- these pollutants come 

from multiple sources, but a considerable amount of that 

does come from agricultural burning.  

But it's also important to remember that 

agricultural burning does not just create particulates or 

smog-forming pollutants.  For example, U.C. Berkeley found 

that particle bound polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, 

which have been linked to cardiovascular disease and 

various cancers, dropped by 60 percent after limits on 

agricultural burning first went into effect. 

Despite these reductions, progress has stalled 

and even begun to backslide. Agricultural burning 

increased between 2011 to 2017 when burning levels 

reached -- or when burning reached levels not seen since 

before SB 705 went into effect.  

While the amount has lessened somewhat, 

agricultural burning today is still higher than it was 

during the pre-drought lows.  

The vision of SB 705 has already been deferred 

for over a decade.  We know agricultural burning 

contributes to the valley's air pollution.  We know that 

alternatives to agricultural waste disposal exists.  We've 

had almost 20 years to address the costs and 
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implementation concerns of these alternatives and these 

cost and implementation alter -- or -- and implementation 

concerns are completely solvable with a little bit of will 

power from State, local regulators and industry.  

What we also know is that the only way to improve 

air quality and protect public health is to eliminate 

emissions. Continuing to defer cleaner air to those who 

live and work in the San Joaquin Valley is not acceptable.  

Thank you for your time.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Daniel Bays.  Daniel, I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

DANIEL BAYS: Good morning, Chairwoman and Board 

members. My name is Daniel Bays.  I'm a third generation 

farmer in Stanislaus County.  I grow apricots, almonds, 

and walnuts with my father and grandfather, who have been 

farming in the Patterson area since the 1950s. In 

addition to farming, we also do custom brush shredding for 

other farmers. So reducing the amount of burning that 

needs to be done in our area. It's been a great business 

opportunity for us, giving a lot of our year-round 

employees another opportunity and equipment to operate 

during the wintertime. 

And it's helped us significantly reduce the 
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amount of burning that we've had to do. We do virtually 

no burning of prunings anymore with the shredders.  

However, there are drawbacks and it does take time.  We 

spent well over 30 years investing time, money, working 

with equipment manufacturers to come up with shredders 

that would work, fit in our orchards, and do the job that 

we need. 

And there's still times, especially for small 

acreage growers and small fields where our brush chippers 

just either can't fit in the field or we can't get to that 

field in a timely manner, where they've pruned branches 

and they need to get in, either for pest control or to do 

some orchard task, and there just aren't enough shredders 

around to get that acreage covered in a timely manner.  

I think that's something to keep in mind going 

forward that farmers are innovative.  They're problem 

solvers. That's what we spend most of our days doing is 

solving problems trying to improve our own farms and our 

communities, but it does take time to develop that 

technology and to build out the equipment necessary so 

that we don't need to burn any more. 

I would urge the Air Board to work with farmers 

and growers, partner with us to try and solve these 

problems, make those investments, but try not to take 

tools out of our toolbox, like burning, before we have 
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viable alternatives that work for large and small growers 

both. I think doing away with these burning exemptions is 

really going to hurt the small growers and small acreage 

farms, in my opinion and my experience, are the ones who 

are really going to have a challenge with it.  

Thank you for your time today.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Rick Spurlock. After Rick, 

we have Marissa Acosta, Dani Diele, and Brent Holtz. 

So, Rick, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can unmute yourself and begin.  

RICK SPURLOCK: Good morning.  My name is Rick 

Spurlock. I'm a life-long resident of the Central Valley 

and Director of Operations for IHI Power Services.  

A chart shared by Laura in the presentation 

showed dramatic increase of open burning of ag material 

immediately following the closure of existing biomass 

energy facilities in the San Joaquin Valley.  What was not 

discussed, and what was not accounted for in the report, 

is that in just over 18 months, another Central Valley 

biomass facility is set to close. 

This facility historically has disposed of 

180,000 green tons of ag biomass waste annually, providing 

a low-cost alternative to open burning. And as proven by 

the Placer County Air Pollution Control District Blodgett 
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Forest Study, biomass power offers significant reductions 

in criteria pollutants when compared to open burning, over 

a 99 percent reductions of CO, volatile organic compounds, 

and SOx; over a 96 percent reduction in PM2.5; and almost 

70 percent reduction in NOx.  

Thank you for your attention to this issue and 

please don't forget about the important role played 

historically by biomass power and the role that biomass 

power should play in the future. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Marissa Acosta.  Marissa, I 

have activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself 

and begin. 

MARISSA ACOSTA: Thank you. Thank you all for 

allowing me to speak today.  My name is Marissa Acosta, a 

graduate from Fresno State with my Bachelor's in 

environmental science.  And I've been living here in the 

Central Valley all my life. I highly urge you to think of 

the children and families living in the Central Valley.  

Seven of ten most air polluted U.S. cities are in 

California, three of them here in the Central Valley where 

ag burning sadly continues. Because of that horrible air 

quality, we are four times more likely to experience 

serious health problems that are directly related to air 
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pollution. I would like to kindly remind this Board of 

the three items listed on your website under quote, "What 

we do", end quote, health, air monitoring, and 

environmental justice. 

By not ending ag burning now, you are simply 

going against community members that are most impacted by 

air pollution. We might be the bread basket of the world 

providing food to others, but we can't even provide clean 

air to breathe for our own locals. Our geography is 

already against us creating a bowl of bad air and high 

levels of particulate matter.  

We do not need Board -- we do not need members of 

this Board to also be against the valley when it comes to 

our air quality.  I hope you will think of those already 

suffering from asthma and other health problems when 

voting to make this decision. It is vital for our valley 

that we end ag burning now.  

I would also like to echo the comments made prior 

by others. Seventeen years is pretty ridiculous.  

Thank you again. I yield my time. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Dani Diele. Dani, I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

DANI DIELE: Good morning.  My name is Dani Diele 
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and I'm speaking on behalf of the Agricultural Council of 

California. Ag Council represents over 15,000 farmers 

across California ranging from small farmer-owned 

businesses to some of the world's best known brands. 

First, I would like to thank the staff at CARB 

for these recommendations.  These recommendations 

recognize how far the agricultural industry has come and 

the distance still needed to go.  

The ag industry looks forward to partnering with 

the Governor's office and CARB if we are to accelerate the 

phaseout of ag burning.  Ag Council emphasizes the need 

for additional funding for incentive programs, consistent 

with the request in the written comments from the ag 

coalition. We have proven time and time again that with 

incentive dollars, matched with private investment, goes a 

long way towards meeting various environmental goals.  

As we know, California is on the forefront of 

creating the most lofty environmental goals in the world. 

Because of this ambitious mindset, it is imperative the 

State continue to invest in environmentally 

transformational practices, because without it, these 

practices put our farmers at a further cost disadvantage 

when measured against their peers in other states. 

While we support additional funds put towards 

this effort, these funds cannot come from existing 
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programs, including FARMER, Healthy Soils, or any other 

already existing Greenhouse Gas Reduction Funding programs 

aimed at reducing emissions from agriculture. 

This program will need new additional dollars to 

achieve new additional goals.  Such an investment 

demonstrates the State's leadership and commitment to 

reducing emissions statewide and across industry sectors. 

The staff recommendations also discuss how 

agricultural residue that would otherwise be open burned 

can work hand-in-hand with low carbon fuel standards, or 

LCFS. It is not clear whether or not it is cost effective 

to convert woody biomass at this time.  

We've learned a lot about the LCFS process 

through our work with dairy digesters, but there is a lot 

more to learn as it relates to woody biomass.  If 

investments are made and we proceed in this direction for 

ag residues, we may need to tighten the LCFS to boost 

in-state production.  If not, we may continue to see 

out-of-state projects fill our markets.  

Thank you for your time and consideration of our 

comments. Once again, I thank CARB staff for these 

recommendations and look forward to a collaborative 

effort. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Brent Holtz. After Brent, we 
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have Daniel Barad, Catherine Garoupa White, and Jenny 

Holtermann. 

So Brent, we have put up your PowerPoint.  And 

I've activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself 

and begin. 

(Thereupon a slide presentation.) 

BRENT HOLTZ: Okay.  Thank you. It's a pleasure 

being here. I am Brent Holtz. I'm a farm advisor with 

the University of California for 28 years, and I've 

studied whole orchard recycling and its increases on soil 

organic matter and second generation tree growth. 

Next slide, please. 

--o0o--

BRENT HOLTZ: Our first trial, we had to use this 

iron wolf, which is a rock crusher to grind up trees and 

we incorporated them in the orchard.  

Next slide, please. 

--o0o--

BRENT HOLTZ: This machine on the right went down 

that row and ground up those trees.  And the trees in the 

back we pushed and burned, and we compared the two for a 

decade. 

Next slide, please. 

--o0o--

BRENT HOLTZ: And we saw increased soil organic 
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matter, and increased soil organic carbon, increased soil 

nutrients, increased microbial diversity. We saw water 

infiltration increase and holding -- water holding 

capacity increase. And more importantly, we saw a 2,000 

pound yield increase per acre in this trial. And I just 

wanted to point I think our San Joaquin Valley soils are 

very low in organic matter and can handle this organic 

matter we want to add to it. 

Next slide, please. 

--o0o--

BRENT HOLTZ: When the cogen plants started 

closing down, some growers got frustrated and started 

spreading the wood chips.  

Next slide, please. 

--o0o--

BRENT HOLTZ: And this is what we use now, a very 

expensive million dollar machine. 

Next slide, please. 

--o0o--

BRENT HOLTZ: For whole orchard recycling, we 

have to use four or five machines. 

Next slide. 

--o0o--

BRENT HOLTZ: And the process is very expensive, 

but we've heard about some of the different programs 
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needed to help growers whole orchard recycling, which are 

great. We need more incentives. I believe about 40,000 

acres now have been recycled.  Some growers paid all the 

expense themselves and some growers got incentives.  

Next slide, please. 

--o0o--

BRENT HOLTZ: I wanted to show though that my 

interest in whole orchard recycling actually started 40 

years ago when my family farm got surrounded by the City 

of Modesto, and we had to find an alternative to burn, 

because we couldn't burn then. 

Next slide, please. 

--o0o--

BRENT HOLTZ: And we purchased this small wood 

chipper, and we were a small 20-acre grower then.  And we 

had to find an alternative 40 years ago. And we used this 

to chip. And this is what spurred my interest in whole 

orchard recycling to begin with, seeing the improvement in 

soil quality as a small family farm.  

Next slide, please. 

--o0o--

BRENT HOLTZ: And finally, I just want to thank 

you by the supporters of my research for about 30 years 

now have been the Almond Board, and CDFA, and USDA, and 

the University of California. 
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And thank you for the opportunity to speak with 

this Board today. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Daniel Barad. Daniel, I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

DANIEL BARAD: Good morning, Chair and members. 

Daniel Barad on behalf of Sierra Club California.  We 

strongly encourage CARB to phase out agricultural burning 

in San Joaquin Valley as quickly as humanly possible.  We 

share the concerns that have been raised by advocates and 

community members from the San Joaquin Valley.  This 

action is long overdue as burning woody material obviously 

has immense negative public health and climate impacts.  

As the State looks to end agricultural burning, 

it cannot continue to prop up antiquated biomass 

incinerators in the valley that burn 24/7 and concentrate 

emissions in communities, and still emit greenhouse gases.  

Likewise, the State should not invest limited 

resources in any technology that involves combustion 

waste. Instead, we encourage CARB to invest in existing 

non-combustion practices that sequester carbon, such as 

whole orchard recycling, innovative wood products, and 

mulching. 

These are sustainable and scalable alternatives 
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to combustion that will benefit public health and the 

climate. State incentives and investments should also be 

targeted towards small and disadvantaged farmers.  Again, 

ending ag burning is long overdue and CARB cannot afford 

to delay an action that will protect public health and the 

environment any longer.  

Thank you very much for the opportunity to 

comment. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Catherine Garoupa White.  

Catherine, I have activated your microphone.  You can 

unmute yourself and begin. 

CATHERINE GAROUPA WHITE: Good morning. Dr. 

Catherine Garoupa White, Executive Director with the 

Central Valley Air Quality Coalition.  I'd like to begin 

my comments by acknowledging that we are on unceded tribal 

lands. I also want to welcome the new Board members. 

The San Joaquin Valley is the most agriculturally 

productive region in the world, and that is a deep source 

of pride for our region.  The industry is also a major 

contributor to our severe air pollution problems, 

particularly large industrialized operations that rely on 

unsustainable practices.  Open ag burning is 

unsustainable. 

We are not in attainment for 1997 standards for 
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particulate matter.  Significant changes are needed to 

improve public health in the San Joaquin valley and there 

are clear benefits to agroecological practices.  The 

Valley Air District and CARB's assessments on economic 

feasibility did not factor in costs to human health or 

long-term savings -- cost savings to farms in considering 

economic feasibility of phasing out open ag burning.  

Years off people's lives and the ability for our 

kids to safely play outside are priceless.  An end to this 

practice is a long overdue commitment to the community, 

and as proposed, we are being asked to wait nearly four 

more years. 

We ask you to not concur with the recommendations 

today until the Valley Air District returns with a report 

in August that clarifies key definitions, such as what 

constitutes a small farmer, details how the public will be 

notified and protected of ongoing burns in the phaseout 

period. And these discussions must include stakeholders, 

which has been absent in previous discussions.  We ask 

that the declining cap be focused in the first couple of 

years, and that incentive dollars and any longer timelines 

be focused on our small and locally-owned operations.  

Best available science shows that climate-fueled 

wildfires and extreme heat will only worsen the valley's 

air pollution problems, not to mention the COVID-19 
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pandemic that our communities, particularly those most 

disproportionately impacted are continuing to suffer from. 

So building on the theme introduced by Chair 

Randolph this morning, the Central Valley Air Quality 

Coalition is committed to working collaboratively on 

turning this challenge into an opportunity to protect 

public health; support small, locally-owned farms; and 

promote agroecological practices and climate resilience in 

the San Joaquin Valley.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you.  Our next 

speaker is Jenny Holtermann.  After Jenny, we have Nayamin 

Martinez, Janet Dietzkamei, and Shayda Azamian. 

So Jenny, I -- you can go ahead and begin. 

JENNY HOLTERMANN:  Thank you. My name is Jenny 

Holtermann. Our family farms almonds in Kern County and 

we are fourth generation California farmers with the goal 

of keeping our farms sustainable into the next generation.  

Whole orchard recycling for orchard removal has 

become a standard practice on our farm and we are also 

able to utilize biomass plants successfully until their 

closure across the state. 

Our farm practices chipping of orchard prunings 

and hedging wood, as well as wood chip incorporation into 

our orchards. Our family farm was placed on an 
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agriculture burn wait list back in August of 2020 after 

the start of the forest fires in California.  The fires 

led to horrible air quality in our valley and our farmers 

were unable to burn harvest attrition due to this air 

quality. 

Our family farm was not granted a burn day until 

January of 2021. This left us with five months of harvest 

attrition, and diseased prunings, and downed trees 

stockpiled waiting for a burn day. This could have been 

handled in small burnings over time, and instead became an 

attractive place for illegal community drop-offs and dump 

sites. This type of behavior forces farmers to have to do 

unnecessary clean-up after other people's illegal 

activities. 

We are merely asking for means to dispose of 

material for diseased wood and harvest attrition, diseased 

and in-season attrition that we are unable to chip. 

Incorporating the diseased wood would just cause larger 

problems and the need for more burning to eliminate 

diseases from our orchard. Due to our size, we are unable 

to secure services for the needed chipping and shredding 

of attrition materials.  It is simply cost prohibitive for 

shredders to service small family farms. Shredding 

services are unable to come to small farms with small 

blocks of land spread out miles apart. It doesn't make 
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economic sense for them.  For shredders to constantly be 

moving from small parcel to small parcel across several 

miles in order to accommodate small farmers, they would be 

adding additional carbon to the atmosphere for equipment 

transportation, as well as putting more strain on our 

rural roads that are already in a state of disrepair. 

I ask you today to consider the staff 

recommendation to postpone prohibiting open burning for 

small farmers. I also ask you to consider a clean biomass 

working group collaborative and include farmers of all 

sizes to understand the true grassroots efforts and the 

boots-on-the-ground actions that are taking place.  

Small farmers are the lifeblood of our valley. 

We live in the communities we farm, our kids attend rural 

schools, we shop from small rural business owners, and we 

breathe the same air that we farm in.  Please understand 

that no two farms are alike and that small family farms 

are a vital part of our state and our valley.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you.  Our next 

speaker is Nayamin Martinez. I have activated your 

microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 

NAYAMIN MARTINEZ: Buenos dias. Good morning. 

Madam Char and Board members. My name is Nayamin 

Martinez, Director with the Central California 
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Environmental Justice Network.  I am here today to lend my 

voice to the thousands of low income people of color who 

are directly affected by agricultural burning. You will 

hear from Laura Garcia, a resident from Raisin City where 

there are other hundreds, if not thousands, of residents 

that are still affected and could not be here this 

morning, but here is their testimony. 

Allowing extension of agricultural burning for 

another four years is a plain example of environmental 

racism. This practice is not affecting all residents in 

the San Joaquin Valley equally.  It is affecting more low 

income people of color who live Near the farms that are 

still using this practice.  In these homes, children are 

right now studying.  Many of these children have asthma.  

And that economic analysis that the Air District 

did, did not account for the health costs of families who 

have to miss days of work to take care of sick kids.  It 

doesn't account for that money that schools are not 

receiving because of the same reason.  Because they didn't 

even -- the analysis didn't even include the health care 

system costs of people who have to go to the ER due to an 

asthma attack. 

Families in the valley cannot wait four more 

years for the ag industry to be ready for this. They had 

more than 18 years to prepare. We urge you to put an end 
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to this practice now. And if you're unable or unwilling 

to do so, at least impose a requirement on farmers to 

offer proper notification in multiple languages to the 

affected residents.  

Direct the Air District to inform every farmer 

that calls to their office for an ag burning permit about 

the incentive program and also to just -- the funds raised 

through the ag permit to incentivize more ecologically 

alternative practices, especially for small farmers.  

Finally, I want to end my testimony in sharing 

with you an example of the negative effects of allowing ag 

burning. On March of 2020, we received in the IVAN 

reporting network a report of an ag burning happening in 

Southeast Fresno.  We submitted that report to the Air 

District. And when inspectors went to check on that 

permit, we were informed later on that another farmer was 

taking advantage of his neighbor's permitted burn.  

How many unauthorized burns are happening?  We 

may never know. But this is just yet another example and 

another reason of why we need to stop this practice now.  

Thank you for your time.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Janet Dietzkamei.  Janet, I 

have activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself 

and begin. 
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JANET DIETZKAMEI: Thank you. Fresno is the 

fifth largest city in California.  And we are undergoing a 

migration right now from people who are living on the 

coast for some reason.  We are inundated by a migration 

right now. Houses are selling like hotcakes.  

We are burdened with the growing mobile sources 

pollution and urban related pollution issues.  And we are 

butting up against an ag industry that is using old 

ancient methods to dispose of wood burn -- woods -- of 

biomass. 

I live mostly inside.  I have asthma and I do not 

care to have an asthma attack.  An asthma attack is --

imagine putting a plastic bag over your head and holding 

that plastic bag tightly against your throat, so no air 

comes in. Imagine trying to breathe in that plastic bag 

and that is exactly what it is with an asthma attack.  You 

cannot get air in. 

Hopefully, you have medications around that will 

help allow the air to go in, but it is frightening.  If I 

have exposure to PMs and that particulate matters of all 

sizes, I get rhinitis, sinusitis, bronchitis, and then it 

goes to pneumonia. And once again, you cannot get air in.  

It is not -- it is frightening to have asthma.  

I would like to say that there is a biomass here 

five miles from my home and it is close to an already 
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overburdened community area with two elementary schools 

right near the biomass facility and that is Rio Bravo.  

So the best -- eliminating smoke, eliminating 

black carbon, eliminating the pollutants that are so 

dangerous to those of us with asthma, to children, to 

everybody actually who lives in this valley is something 

that definitely needs to be addressed as soon as possible. 

2025 is a long time for vulnerable populations.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Shayda Azamian.  After 

Shayda, we have Chris McGlothlin, Julia Levin and a 

call-in user. 

So Shayda, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can unmute yourself and begin. 

MS. AZAMIAN: Thank you. Good morning, Chair 

Randolph, Board members, and staff. This is Shayda 

Azamian with the Leadership Counsel and we work with rural 

communities in the valley. I also live in Fresno. 

A complete phaseout of ag burning in the valley 

is long overdue.  Residents cannot keep bearing the public 

health burden of unsafe and toxic practices like this one. 

Many here have been witness to the decades long efforts 

going into calculating the economic feasibility of 

alternatives but little to no analysis into the public and 
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social cost of continued ag burning.  

The multiple postponements in this phaseout have 

been so heavily skewed by unresponsive and obstinate 

for-profit players. And it really does show in the 

history of these reports and recommendations.  

The question always gets asked, how can we expect 

farms to transition to alternatives when they are less 

profitable, or they're not there yet, or other reasons 

that are meant to instill limitations on the truest vision 

of justice for valley residents.  

What I've never heard asked, not even once, is 

how communities could ever continue bearing the brunt of 

these for-profit and lethal decisions in the valley. If 

you asked, you would hear that residents cannot and that 

they are dying. Widespread across the valley, residents 

are not notified when ag burns are happening near them.  

It should already be understood that public notification 

directly within resident's community is essential.  

At its core, the disregard for public notice is a 

breach of residents right to knowledge and information 

about activities happening in the neighborhood, especially 

when it's compromising their safety.  

It goes without saying that requiring systematic 

public notification is crucially important and cannot be 

overlooked from this decision, but that just this would 
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not be cause for celebration after today. 

It is so very basic and this lack of public 

notice after nearly 20 years of heightened attention to ag 

burning is testament that for-profit interests have been 

at the center so far.  

It is not CARB's or Valley Air's job to ensure 

the most profitable path to cleaner air and cleaner 

economy. Let me rephrase that. It is against your 

highest mandate and the interests of for-profit polluting 

activities have captivated your attention.  Your mandate, 

to which I refer, is ensuring the protection of the public 

from the harmful causes of air pollution and climate 

change. 

The sheer devastation of pollution-caused disease 

in the valley and our collective climate crisis require 

your absolute resolve to fully eliminating the 

disproportionate impacts of air pollution.  Please 

understand that any decided amount of continued ag burning 

in the valley after today is a compromise of human life, 

and human imagination.  

Many alternatives allowed beyond this point must 

be required now, set a course to a truly sustainable 

agricultural industry, and not further entrench combustion 

based false solutions, such as biomass incineration.  

Actual sustainable alternatives, like composting, 
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mulching, and whole orchard recycling have been used by 

farms already, but have been developed while on industry's 

clock. 

These sustainable alternatives need to be 

invested in and made more accessible to BIPOC and small 

farms now who will be most impacted by the transition.  We 

ask that the Air District's report be revised to account 

for these serious issues raised today, and provide a more 

responsive timeline, and that open ag burning be 

prohibited while the report is revised. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Chris McGlothlin.  Chris, I 

have activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself 

and begin. 

CHRIS McGLOTHLIN: Thank you. Good morning, 

Madam Chair, members of the Board.  My name is Chris 

McGlothlin. I'm with the Western Agricultural Processors 

Association. Our membership comprises of tree nut hullers 

and processors found throughout the state for all four 

major tree nut commodities. 

To jump right into things, I know it's been 

spoken a lot over various issues, but our association has 

worked tirelessly on the issues of finding suitable 

alternatives to open burning of ag waste. Over the past 
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six years, our association has met with close to 30 

different companies that all specialize in alternative ag 

byproduct management.  

So looking into some of those specifically, 

working with cellulosic ethanol technology companies, one 

mobile syn gas system that would be used to provide 

additional electricity.  Three biochar technology 

companies. There are numerous different companies that 

we've had discussions with.  These are the three that 

we've had presentations from.  Companies who are willing 

to utilize wood generated -- wood -- woody waste generated 

in the Central Valley to offset coal burning operations 

both within the U.S. and internationally, one renewable 

diesel project, one gasification project, and five 

pyrolysis projects.  

We are an ongoing collaborator with West Biofuels 

located near Sacramento who's been experimenting with 

various agricultural byproducts for the use in pyrolysis. 

And we see these different developing and emerging 

technologies as vital to help incorporate into the system, 

just as an alternative to this chipping incorporation.  

And while none of these projects are completely up and 

running, many of these are in the test phase or well on 

their way through the process.  

We've been able to provide many of these 
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companies listed with prunings and other ag byproduct 

material for testing.  And we believe strongly in the 

combination that these will help solve the biomass crisis 

for the valley in a cleaner, more sustainable manner.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Julia Levin. Julia, I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

Julia, are you there? 

Julia, your mic is unmuted, but we cannot hear 

you. If you are having difficulties, we have a call-in 

number and access code on the screen there. We'll come 

back to you later. 

All right. So our next speaker is a call-in user 

phone number. You should hear a prompt to unmute 

yourself. 

RANJI GEORGE: Hello. Can you hear me?  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Yes, we can.  Please state 

your name for the record. 

RANJI GEORGE: Right. Thank you.  My name is 

Ranji George. And I am associated with a new nonprofit 

called Coalition of Advanced ZEV. Our profit --

non-profit organization promotes hydrogen fuel cells and 

sustainable battery technology.  
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I would urge ARB to look more closely how to 

integrate the crop residues into -- making into renewable 

hydrogen fuel. It's an issue that faces not only 

California, but throughout U.S.A. and global -- globally.  

So technologies like the previous speakers mentioned, 

gasification, and pyrolysis, and maybe other technologies 

that can convert this waste into usable product would be 

very helpful. 

And since we are targeting zero emissions in the 

near future, I would urge you to put some serious funding 

today, because if this was done 17 years ago, we would 

have been so much ahead of time today. So I would urge 

you to start without delay exploring seriously these 

options, so then in a few years we'll have some technology 

to demonstrate. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next three speakers are Kevin Maggay, Matt 

Holmes, and Sasan Saadat.  

Kevin, I have activated your microphone.  You can 

unmute yourself and begin. 

KEVIN MAGGAY: Hi.  Thanks, Ryan. Good morning. 

My name is Kevin Maggay.  I'm with SoCalGas.  Welcome to 

the new Board members and thank you for this presentation. 

We agree with the efforts to utilize Biomass for 
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productive end uses as an alternative to burning. The 

staff report identifies transportation fuel as a potential 

end-use, which we wholeheartedly support. The use of 

biofuels, particularly renewable natural gas, in 

heavy-duty trucks not only mitigates burning and mitigates 

carbon emissions, but it also reduces criteria pollutants 

as natural gas trucks are certified to the lowest optional 

low-NOx standard of 0.02 grams. 

The presentation identifies the need to encourage 

the use of woody biomass in low-carbon uses and the need 

for collaboration on incentive funds and biofuel 

opportunities. We agree with those things.  But there 

needs to be funding on the production side as well as the 

vehicle or the end-use side.  Recent CARB actions to 

remove low-NOx trucks from HVIP funding and unwillingness 

to modify existing programs make it really difficult to 

obtain vehicle funding for low-NOx trucks.  

In order to stimulate investment or send signals 

to invest in diverting biomass fuel, funding also needs to 

be made accessible to end uses such as trucks. People 

will be more likely to invest in biofuel production if 

there is certainty in the end use.  

Also, there are significant sources of biomass 

that can be used for fuel, such as dead or dying trees in 

the State forests.  These should also be looked at as 
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carbon mitigation strategies in future proceedings.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. Apologies for 

putting you on the spot there.  Our next speaker is Matt 

Holmes. Matt, I have activated your microphone.  You can 

go ahead and begin. 

MATT HOLMES: Thank you.  Thanks, Chair 

Hurt[SIC], members of the Board. I'm Matt Holmes.  I'm a 

community based organization worker.  I served on the 617 

CAMP steering committee in Richmond and the CERP design 

team, and I currently serve on Stock's CERP community 

steering committee.  Folks like me are part of that seat 

holding together Dean's three-legged tool[SIC].  We do a 

lot of work for all these processes from the outside. 

really am here in partnership.  

You know, as Catherine acknowledged, you know, 

we're on unceded lands.  That's not only a meaningful 

political acknowledgement, it's also a practical 

consideration when we consider that these lands are wildly 

productive, when we worked in partnership with natural 

systems. The Davis presentation on soil, water, and yield 

benefits demonstrated that better than I ever could. 

So I'll keep my comments at first to addressing 

the sector that this impacts. You know, look at your own 

emissions wheel.  The winers and their vineyards are 
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playing divide and conquer.  Ranchers like the organic guy 

and the nut rancher who want to mulch, they need your 

help. They represent a fraction of the emissions and 

they're taking a disproportionate hit from burn 

restrictions. Pests and weeds can't be controlled because 

the winers won't mulch, not because we have a regulation. 

Ranchers that want to move to grinding and mulching are 

getting hit to protect the wine industry.  

They're being injured by what is frankly a greedy 

industry that refuses to pay for its own costs and its 

bottom line is the people power that wire removal costs 

requires. 

You know, I hope we can all see that their 

economic concerns are directly related to their 

unwillingness to pay wages in our region.  Their business 

model is about as antiquated as the burning practice that 

goes back a hundred and fifty years.  They pay 

shareholders and deck out their tasting rooms by 

externalizing their costs through ag burning and wage 

theft. All of which is to say that even the upfront 

economic concerns that they share are really rooted in the 

ugliest motives and we can do better than that. 

And I would advocate for a more holistic economic 

feasibility study that takes into account ambulatory 

hospitalization, low infant birth weight, dementia, and 
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mortality rates.  You know, I'm out here in Stockton.  We 

carry more coffins than the rest of California, we call 

the ambulance more, we miss more work, we miss more 

school, we die young, and we walk our elders around 

mumbling in a half-life because of the pandemic of 

environmental injuries that should have been addressed by 

this body. 

You know, do the math on that and we'll start to 

take economic feasibility studies more seriously.  Without 

those studies, we're keeping two sets of books and that's 

what they got Al Capone on.  You know, and then there are 

more protracted impacts as well from this process.  We 

know that this pollution injures people at the genetic 

level. So 36 months isn't an accelerated timetable.  

Every minute you delay permanently damages the genetic 

material of my daughters and our neighbors.  The telomeres 

are fraying as we speak.  Remember that every time we 

start to feel satisfaction with this process. 

I really appreciated Dean's comments.  I thought 

they were inspiring.  I like the finality.  We only differ 

in our degrees of patience and hope for concurrence.  You 

know, someone needs to hold Valley Air accountable.  Samir 

is sincere, but he's going to need your help.  He'll never 

get this done with his Board giving in to now take 17 

years. 
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BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Sasan Saadat. 

Oh, Sasan, I lost you there. One second. 

Okay. We'll go to the next speaker.  Our next 

speaker is Martha Chavez.  After Martha, we have Roger 

Isom and Jesus Alonso. 

Martha, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can go ahead and begin. 

Martha, are you there?  

You have to unmute yourself to begin.  

Okay. Martha, we're going to skip you and go to 

our next speaker, Roger Isom.  Roger, I have activated 

your microphone. You can go ahead and begin. 

ROGER ISOM: Great. Can you hear me?  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can. 

ROGER ISOM: Good morning, Madam Chair, members 

of the board. My name is Roger Isom.  I'm President and 

CEO of the California Cotton Ginners and Growers 

Association and the Western Agricultural Processors 

Association representing cotton gins, and growers, and 

tree nut hullers and processors and growers of almonds, 

walnuts, pecans, and pistachios.  

And we realize as members of the Air Resources 

Board, you have a responsibility to protect air quality in 

the state. And as farmers and ranchers, cotton gins, tree 
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nut hullers, and processors, we fully understand that the 

San Joaquin Valley does not meet the air quality goals.  

And we understand as emitters of NOx and PM2.5, that we 

have a role in that.  We have a responsibility as well. 

And that's why every single time that EPA, CARB, 

and the Air District has come to us to reduce emissions, 

we have done just that.  You can look at the PM10 from 

farming, where we instituted over a hundred conservation 

management practices, not only met that goal, but we 

exceeded it and played a role in the San Joaquin Valley 

reaching attainment, the first area in the country to do 

so. 

We did the same thing when it came to tractors. 

In 2008, when you asked for five to ten tons of NOx 

reductions, not only did we get it done early, we blew 

that out of the water and got 17 tons -- or 15 tons by 

2017, so ag burning is no different.  

But to say that we've done nothing for 17 years 

is not only inaccurate, it's disingenuous.  The fact of 

the matter is we have done a lot.  As identified by many 

of the projects that my colleague Christopher McGlothlin 

pointed out, we have been looking under every single rock 

to try to find solutions.  

But when all the biomass plants shut down and 

then the ones that were operating had to meet a State 
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mandate to burn 80 percent forestry waste with another 

requirement on the State's waste diversion goals that 

landfills can no longer take our biomass, that is what the 

cause of the continued burning is.  

So we had no choice.  We looked at other 

facilities, 17 different projects, that are on their way. 

We submitted information this week to the District and ARB 

of projects that are currently under development or being 

built that will consume approximately 1.3 million tons of 

biomass. 

These aren't going to happen overnight, but we're 

participating with them. And as my colleague said, we are 

an active collaborator on at least several of those 

projects. 

And while I'm sure we understand you have an 

obligation to clean -- to clean air, you also have to 

understand economic feasibility and alternatives that are 

out there. They take time to develop. So with that being 

said, we support working with CARB and the District over 

the next six months.  We support the clean biomass 

collaborative in finding solutions, and we ask for your 

support on that. And we ask for your support in helping 

finding incentive funds, so that we can play a role and be 

a part of helping the valley achieve these clean air 

goals. 
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Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Clerk, I'm going to take a 

moment to ask that -- we have a fair number of commenters 

still ready to comment, so if you are interested in 

commenting and you haven't yet added yourself to the 

queue, I'm going to request that you do that within the 

next 15 minutes, so by noon. And so go ahead and add 

yourself to the queue before noon and then we'll be 

closing the queue at noon. 

Then at noon, we're going to take a ten minute 

quick break to give our court reporter a break, and then 

we'll come back and finish all the rest of the public 

comment for those who did place themselves in the queue. 

And I'll turn it back to you, clerk.  Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you, Madam Chair. 

Let's go back very quickly to Julia Levin. Julia, I have 

activated your speaker.  You should be able to unmute 

yourself. 

JULIA LEVIN: Hi. This is Julia Levin with the 

Bioenergy Association of California.  Can you hear me now?  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can. 

JULIA LEVIN: Great.  Sorry about the earlier 

technical difficulties.  Good morning, Madam Chair and 

members of the board, and welcome.  And congratulations to 
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the new Chair and Board members. 

The Bioenergy Association of California 

represents more than 80 public agencies, local 

governments, private companies, utilities, community 

groups, and others that are working to convert organic 

waste to energy.  We strongly support the goals of this 

item and want to thank the Air Board and the San Joaquin 

Valley Air District for moving in this direction.  We 

agree that it is really urgent to eliminate the open 

burning of agricultural waste.  

As you all know, this is a huge source of black 

carbon, and particulate matter, and smog-forming 

emissions. On the other hand, the residue from 

agriculture is a resource. And we need to stop looking at 

it as waste material. It can be converted to energy and 

to biochar, which provides permanent carbon sequestration.  

And it can provide carbon negative energy, which is really 

critical to meet the State's climate goals, particularly 

the goal of reaching carbon neutrality by mid-century.  

Lawrence Livermore National Lab released a 

groundbreaking report last year that found that biomass 

conversion to energy can provide more than two-thirds of 

all the carbon negative emissions we need to achieve 

carbon neutrality in California. 

That same report, along with numerous reports 
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from the Legislative Analyst and others, also found that 

biomass conversion to energy is a very, very 

cost-effective way of reducing carbon emissions.  And 

that's because it's reducing the most damaging carbon 

emissions, particularly black carbon, but also methane and 

other short-lived climate pollutants. 

In order to get to these benefits however, we 

really strongly support some of the recommendations in the 

plan, particularly the need for more incentives and the 

need for more coordination.  I think Senator Florez, Board 

Member Florez said it very well, we need a lot of money to 

go into this area and very, very quickly to accelerate the 

phaseout of open burning of ag waste. 

And that includes incentives for biomass 

conversion using non-combustion alternatives.  We agree 

with the speaker from the Sierra Club that even biomass 

conversion to energy needs non-combustion.  And there are 

more advanced, cleaner, more efficient technologies like 

gasification and pyrolysis that can produce renewable 

hydrogen for use in fuel cells and renewable gas. 

That gas can be used to replace diese in back-up 

generators, and probably most importantly in heavy-duty 

trucks, where there is no zero-emission option. But 

carbon negative biogas from agricultural waste can be used 

to replace diesel right now in near zero-emission natural 
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gas trucks. So that is really critical. 

The coordination is also really critical.  And 

I'd like to point your Board staff to a plan adopted last 

fall by the Board of Forestry, which is facing a lot of 

the same challenges for forest biomass utilization.  Many 

of the recommendations for the forest sector would apply 

equally in the ag sector. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

JULIA LEVIN: And I think that really underscores 

the need for coordination. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Let's try Martha Chavez again. Martha, there 

should be a button on your screen to unmute yourself.  

Martha, are you there? There should be a prompt on your 

screen to unmute yourself.  If you're having technical 

difficulties, there's a phone number and access code right 

there. 

Okay. We will move on to our next speaker, Jesus 

Alonso. After Jesus, we have Manuel Cunha, Jr., Katelyn 

Roedner Sutter, and Pedro Hernandez. 

So Jesus, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can unmute yourself and begin. 

JESUS ALONSO: Hi. Can you hear me? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can. 
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JESUS ALONSO: Hi. Good afternoon.  My name is 

Jesus Alonso with Clean Water Action and a lifelong 

resident of the Lamont community, which is a small farm 

working community in the south end of Kern County.  

As we are downwind of just about every pollution 

source in the county, I'm absolutely against this 

extension. My concern stems from 17 years of phaseout and 

over a decade of just one more extension. 

We all know ag burning should have ended over a 

decade ago. That's a decade of our communities having to 

suffer for the convenience of others. That's a decade of 

asthma attacks, and a decade of residents developing 

pulmonary and cardiovascular diseases unnecessarily. 

We are told that ag burning is cost effective, 

but the real question is to who?  Because it's not cost 

effective to our elderly, our young, or those with health 

issues. The cost of ag burning isn't cost effective, 

because the cost is just shifted to our low-income 

communities of color that are oftentimes downwind of ag 

burning. 

As I said, you know, I just wanted to bring up 

seeing the advocacy for biowaste facilities is that --

that is also not a viable alternative as it does not 

remove the burden from our low income communities of 

color. 
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So again, I urge you to reject this extension, 

because our communities cannot continue to pay for the 

high cost of ag burning.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

I think I saw Martha Chavez unmute yourself.  

Martha, are you there?  

Okay. We'll move on to Manuel Cunha, Jr.  

Manuel, I have activated your microphone.  You can unmute 

yourself and begin. 

MANUEL CUNHA, JR.: Okay. Are you able to hear 

me? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can. 

MANUEL CUNHA, JR.: Okay. Great.  Thank you very 

much. Again, MadaM Chair, thanK you very much and all.  

Welcome to the new Board members, as well as I want to 

thank Richard Corey, Michael Benjamin, and Edie, and all 

the staff that have worked very hard over the last 

several, several months and even a year on working on this 

burn and the plan, and then Samir and his entire staff, 

and our Board. 

Again, I want to make one comment here, Madam 

Chair, and that is Mr. Dean Florez is absolutely right in 

our discussions, but the proposal and the ideas in which 

Mr. Florez have, we can and we will work with those 
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suggestions that -- and ideas that he has come up with 

with the ARB staff and the District staff, as well as the 

farming communities.  So we will support the resolution of 

which coming forward. 

But I also want to make one comment.  No 

environmental person today or health person has made any 

comments about the Creek Fire or the Camp Fire in 2018 

that burnt up past Sacramento that destroyed human lives, 

because the mismanagement of the entire forest in this 

state has done a real amount of damage to human health 

that the ag industry in this little valley, San Joaquin, 

could have never done. We didn't burn cars, and houses, 

and buildings, and human beings, like the forest fires 

have been, like the Creek Fire, the 400,000 acres, Tulare 

and so forth. So we have to be honest about that. 

Agriculture has done a lot. 

Just a real quick scenario. In 1997, we had 2 --

125 million raisin trays on 240,000 acres and only in four 

counties. Today, in 2020, we have 22 million raisin trays 

being -- versus that 125 million of paper trays. So we've 

reduced a lot, mechanization of our vineyards, changing 

our vineyards around.  

And the last thing I will say about the grape 

vineyards with wire, you just don't go pull that out of 

your hand. So if we clip that, then we have to burn those 
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type of vines because the wire is embedded.  So I would 

hope that with the funding and everything, that we will 

look at air curtain burners that our farmers will be able 

to purchase and help on all of this.  So we support the 

funding. 

Last thing, USDA has made a commitment to work 

with us and the ag committee to raise -- or to put in 20 

million a year toward the ag burning in the valley.  So 

we're hoping to be part of that fund. 

Thank you very much, Board. Appreciate it, Madam 

Chair. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Katelyn Roedner Sutter.  

Katelyn, I have activated your microphone.  You can unmute 

yourself and begin. 

KATELYN ROEDNER SUTTER: Great. Thank you so 

much. I'm Katelyn Roedner Sutter with Environmental 

Defense Fund. 

First, I would just like to congratulate Chair 

Randolph and the new Board members on their first meeting. 

Welcome and we're really excited to work with you.  

So while I lead EDF's climate work in California 

and in other western states, I'm also here as a resident 

of Lodi in San Joaquin County, where open burning of 

vineyards happens all too often. So I have an 
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environmental perspective on this, but also a personal one 

as well. 

And like so many community members that you've 

heard from today, this pollution is really dangerous to 

live with. And it's long past time that this practice 

ends. The climate and health impacts are dramatic across 

San Joaquin Valley.  And I would echo the comments made by 

community members, and Valley Clean Air, and public health 

advocates highlighting the health disparities and the 

long-term harm that this practice has had on children, and 

farmworkers, seniors and other vulnerable members of our 

communities. 

Open ag burning needs to end once and for all and 

on an accelerated timeline. But I also recognize that 

agriculture is an important part of the economy here in 

our valley. So it's also important to support and provide 

resources for alternative methods and to focus those 

resources on the small-scale growers and farmers who 

really, you know, are the backbone of our economy and 

provide jobs, but also need support to transition away 

from this very harmful practice.  

Thank you very much for the opportunity to 

comment today. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Pedro Hernandez.  Pedro, I 
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have activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself 

and begin. 

PEDRO HERNANDEZ:  Hello, everyone.  My name is 

Pedro Hernandez calling on behalf of Audubon California.  

I'm a long-time resident of the San Joaquin Valley, and in 

particular Fresno County, and have been impacted by 

agricultural burning for nearly almost all of my life.  

Audubon California supports the phasing out of 

agricultural burning.  

In order to both meet the State's public health 

and carbon sequestration goals, we believe it is 

imperative for CARB to lead on this issue.  For far too 

long, both the ecosystem and residents in the San Joaquin 

Valley have borne the brunt of the impacts from these 

unsustainable management processes, this case in 

particular open burning.  And we know that open burning 

sends people to the hospital and releases years of 

sequestered carbon into the atmosphere.  And this is both 

unacceptable and leading our state on the wrong path 

towards sustainability for the future that we're all 

trying to protect here.  

But in our work, we've seen that alternatives to 

burning are entirely possible and that there is a pathway 

for a more resilient future. Acknowledging that there is 

a transition period, but we know that everyone benefits 
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from this transition overall.  One case study in 

particular is the ban on rice burning in the Sacramento 

Valley, where rice burning -- rice straw burning led to 

exceedances in air quality violations.  But now through 

more sustainable practices to address that -- the rice 

straw, we see not only more resilient habitat, we not --

we see more improved air quality, but also -- and better 

soil health, and the list goes on. 

So we know that there are alternatives.  We know 

that there's a better path possible.  And we stand in 

solidarity with the frontline community members and 

environmental justice groups demanding that CARB take 

action as soon as possible to phase this terrible, 

terrible practice out of existence. 

That said, we can't have any more unfunded 

mandates, so we need support for the small farmers who 

have been excluded from not only this process, but so many 

other processes in the farming policy universe.  But we 

know that things can happen and we know that things can be 

better. And so we ask that it's not a question of being 

good. And I think a lot of speakers here wanted -- are 

doing their best to say all the things they've done for 

the farming industry.  I think it's a question of are we 

good enough, not just are we good.  So I hope we can keep 

that thought in mind, before we take our break, but hope 
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I 

we can make the right decision and phaseout ag burning.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

We'll take one more commenter. Sasan Saadat. 

have activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself 

and begin. 

SASAN SAADAT: Thanks.  Yeah. Sasan Saadat with 

Earthjustice. Thank you, Board members.  

So, yeah, CARB staff's presentation says that the 

district report shows quote "Significant progress" and is 

quote, "Another significant step in the right direction".  

This language of deference to the District is a choice and 

respectfully I'd expect regulators to discuss the 

District's report, which has failed to show its work, 

which shows progress has been backsliding since 2012 with 

more burning permitted, and with no new justifications for 

this non-compliance after ten years.  

We've pointed to the same flaws in their 

reasoning for a decade and CARB does not seem terribly 

dismayed that the excuses have not evolved.  CARB's 

concurrence with past practices has been shouldered by the 

lungs of valley residents.  And beyond air pollution, 

these burns release black carbon, which then deposit on 

nearby Sierra Nevada, which CARB research by our own Steve 

Cliff showed that black carbon deposition on the Sierra 
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snowpack is accelerating snowmelt and jeopardizing key 

water sources for the region. 

We know communities are hit first and worst by 

open ag burning, but these practices also jeopardize the 

industry's own long-term viability in a changing climate.  

We know that the most ecologically beneficial use of ag 

residue is not biomass, but reincorporation into the soil, 

and we don't need to wait for new operation -- biomass 

operations to be built -- rebuilt for that. 

The regenerative practice of maintaining nutrient 

cycles has been proven again by modern research, Brent 

Holtz study from March 2020 funded by the Almond Board 

showed stunning results on improved water retention and 

carbon soil sequestration, and it also led to increased 

crop yields. 

These improvements are treated as costs in the 

District's report, but really they're investments in ag's 

own resilience in a changing climate.  The fact is that 

the future of the San Joaquin Valley is one where water 

will become unimaginably more scarce.  But these solutions 

aren't going to be invested in and scaled in a meaningful 

way if CARB continues to grant needless exemptions and 

defers prohibition dates for four more years. So I urge 

CARB to go beyond the staff recommendation, which is 

frankly too little too late, and instead CARB should 
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institute an immediate ban on burning by large farms.  

There's no need to wait there. 

A shorter two-year phaseout for the smallest 

farms could be appropriate and we would need to work on 

definitions that, you know, take into account revenue and 

profit, but there's no justification for continued burning 

by large farms that's already 17 years overdue.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you.  So it is now 

noon. So we will be taking a ten minute break.  I will 

ask all Board members to please turn off their videos and 

turn off their microphones. I will ask those in the 

comment queue, if you have raised your hand, please do not 

lower your hand. And we will come back in about ten 

minutes. 

Thank you. 

(Off record: 12:02 p.m.) 

(Thereupon a recess was taken.) 

(On record: 12:13 p.m.) 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Okay. Our next speaker is 

Ryan Jacobsen. After Ryan, we have Daniel Garcia and 

Cliff Moriyama. 

So, Ryan, I have activated your microphone.  

Apologies in advance for putting you on the spot here, but 

go ahead and begin. 
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RYAN JACOBSEN: Yeah. Thank you, Ryan.  Good 

morning -- or good afternoon, Madam Chair and Board 

members. My name is Ryan Jacobsen, CEO of the Fresno 

County Farm Bureau, as well as an almond -- small almond 

and wine grape grower.  

I speak in front of you today as a champion of 

what the Central Valley agriculture industry has done to 

contribute towards clean air over the past several years.  

We know we have much further to go, but we must not forget 

where we've been. The farmers and ranchers I represent, 

including my own family, live, breathe, and drink from the 

farms and rural communities we farm in. These farmers and 

ranchers have spent real money, hundreds of millions of 

dollars, with the public and private partnerships we've 

had that have made our air remarkably cleaner today than 

it was. 

Other regions in the world have not even come 

close to exhibiting the leadership we've seen from our 

local farmers and ranchers on this particular issue. And 

while we singularly focus on the air burning that we have 

in front of us today, you must not forget the thousands of 

tractors, trucks, and stationary engines that have been 

replaced for cleaner air.  Over the past two decades, we 

have implemented conservation management practices to 

limit emissions as well, combined with numerous other 
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regulations that only Central Valley farmers have to pay 

for. 

Additionally, we've had to contend with the 

external factors, like the immediate closure of the 

biomass plants that have halted our progress. Please do 

not buy into the statements that nothing has been done for 

17 years. Investments, research, and technology 

advancements have been committed by the Air --

agricultural community, the Valley Air District and CARB. 

As you've heard from previous agriculture 

community members, we are committed to finding real 

solutions, cost effective solutions to contribute our -- 

or to continue our contributions towards cleaner air.  

But more commitment from the State is needed.  

The proposed three year solution funding continues this 

progress at the needed level to get where we need to be. 

The cost of these alternatives are real. For vineyard 

growers, for example, the cost per an acre increases 

$1,500 to $2,000. No operation can justify that to their 

bottom line. California farmers compete worldwide with 

our products. We are price takers, not price makers.  

I ask that the Board support the plans that have 

been developed for the next six months that the incentive 

funding be found and committed to by the state, and that 

feasible solutions, such as the bioindustry industry --
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bioenergy industry be developed.  

Thank you so much. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Daniel Garcia.  Daniel, I 

have activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself 

and begin. 

DANIEL GARCIA: Hi. Can you hear me? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can. 

DANIEL GARCIA: Okay.  Hi. My name is Daniel 

Garcia. I'm a certified master gardener, 

environmentalist, sustainable educator, and a local 

business owner. 

I'd like to start by saying that it really 

excites me to see us moving in a direction towards a 

healthier, cleaner environment.  That being said, I'd like 

to share two amazing solutions to our current ag waste 

situation. 

Number one, the conservation ag burn. The 

conservation ag burn is a new approach that eliminates 

most of the smoke emissions produced from burn -- from a 

burn pile, while creating a valuable byproduct in the form 

of char, or when used in the soil biochar. The University 

of California, who have published information about this 

new technique estimate a reduction in air pollution by 75 

to 85 percent. For those who are unfamiliar with biochar, 
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can -- and what it can do for our valley, I recommend 

viewing the presentation I did for the Visalia 

Environmental Committee about converting our waste streams 

into revenue streams or our ag waste into valuable 

biochar. 

They -- the key takeaways are that we can reduce 

our air pollution, reduce water contamination, increase 

soil fertility, and drought tolerance all while creating 

economic gain. To find the video, search my YouTube 

channel Regenerative Living.  

If anyone is willing to host a demonstration of 

the conservation ag burn on your property, preferably in 

the central valley, I'd love to put together an 

educational event. Peter Hirst, who is an international 

expert on biochar and the conservation ag burn approach 

has agreed to lead this demonstration.  

Option number two would be the mobile bioserver.  

A mobile bioserver converts ag waste into biochar.  During 

the process, it produces much more energy than solar 

panels per square foot. It's fully capable of accepting a 

wide variety of organic inputs including wood chips, 

nutshells, manure, and more. Generally -- or excuse me, 

generated electricity can meet -- can be net metered back 

to PG&E, SCE, or used to run peripheral equipment further 

reducing our carbon footprint.  
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The bioserver is a pairing of a gasifier where 

the biochar is produced and a generator that can be towed 

and deployed locally.  I would love to see something like 

this at our green waste facilities.  Imagine knowing every 

green waste trash can on the street is going away to 

generate renewable electricity and store carbon long term 

in our soil, gaining us a proactive approach on our local 

pollution. 

Additionally, when local farmers are in need to 

process their waste, this system can be shared and 

mobilized to various locations in order to do so. For 

those who are interested in acquiring a mobile bioserver, 

or for additional information on sustainable options, I'd 

love to communicate with you, so feel free and contact me.  

My info is (559)376-0155.  My email is 

regenerative_living@yahoo.com. 

Thank you, everyone, for your time and, yes, have 

a great day. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you.  Our next 

speaker is Cliff Moriyama.  After Cliff, we have Laurens 

Straeter, Madeline Harris, and Alyssa Houtby.  I apologize 

if I mispronounced that. 

Cliff, I have activated your microphone.  You can 

go ahead and begin. 

CLIFF MORIYAMA: Thank you, Ryan. 
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Good morning -- good afternoon, Madam Chair and 

Board members. My name is Cliff Moriyama. I'm with the 

Gualco Group representing today the California Association 

of Wine Grape Growers.  

I just want to make sure that we reinforce the 

fact that we support the draft resolution and look forward 

to working with the Board, the District, and other 

stakeholders on this important issue.  As previously 

mentioned by one of the speakers, Manuel Cunha, as well as 

the issue that was discussed in both the Board report as 

well as the District report, wine grape growers face a 

unique problem based on the use of wires in the vineyard 

growing process. This process is otherwise known as the 

Cordon pruning process. 

Because of this issue, and the problems our 

growers face with the disposal of wire-embedded vines, 

funding is definitely a key component to any solution.  

And we do want to take this time to thank Board Member 

Florez for his comments made earlier regarding the need 

for funding and he has our support in whatever we can do 

to try to secure that as this process moves forward.  

Thank you very much.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Laurens.  I have activated 

your microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 
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LAURENS STRAETER:  Can you hear me? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can. 

LAURENS STRAETER:  Hi. I'm Laurens Straeter with 

Straeter Ag Services.  I'm based out of Fresno, 

California. And I invested in actually equipment that's 

only working for whole orchard recycling, and having been 

able to have less equipment in the field for the same 

results. And the most -- therefore, most of the farmers I 

deal with take advantage of the incentives, probably 95 

percent. But I also found that a lot of farmers out there 

they don't even know about those incentives. And I feel 

like there should be more exposure and also maybe not only 

for the air pollution but also all the benefits you 

have -- you gained with the organic matter in the soil.  

And if there would be more exposure, I think more 

people would take advantage.  And I think it's important 

to keep those incentives going, especially like earlier 

some farmers talked about, especially the smaller farmers 

of the high cost, and I think that really helps the 

farmers to see the benefits of it, and change their minds 

of going from burning into whole orchard recycling and 

benefiting the air pollution and their soils. 

That's it. Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

We're going to pause for just one second. We're 
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having a little bit of technical difficulties here at our 

command center. 

Hello. 

Okay. We're going to -- we're gong to take a 

quick break for technical difficulties.  We'll be back in 

just a moment. 

Thank you. 

(Off record: 12:22 p.m.) 

(Thereupon a recess was taken.) 

(On record: 12:24 p.m.) 

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Can you hear me? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you for your 

patience. We are coming back. 

So our next speaker will be Madeline Harris.  

Okay. Give us second to put up the timer and make sure 

everything is working. Okay. Madeline, I have activated 

your microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 

MADELINE HARRIS: Hi. Can you hear me? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can. 

MADELINE HARRIS: Hi. Good afternoon, Chair 

Randolph and Board members.  This is Madeline Harris from 

Leadership Counsel. As many of you know, I work with the 

community of La Vina that will be later today before your 

consideration for the 617 program. And this community is 

surrounded by large-scale industrial agriculture, so 
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eliminating ag burning is one of the top priorities of 

this community. And any alternatives that create 

pollution are a false solution to the public health crisis 

that ag burning has helped create, and they must not be 

pursued. 

We must eliminate immediately ag burning in the 

San Joaquin Valley with robust enforcement on industrial 

agribusiness that changes the calculus and encourages them 

to shift to non-polluting practices.  

This morning a La Vina resident sent me a video 

that she took of expansive burn piles ready to be lit near 

her home. There have already been burns within a half 

mile radius of the community in recent weeks and much more 

land that's prepared to be burned right now.  

To address some of the comments that have been 

made today from industry, the government already works 

with industry on this. And that's why the phaseout of ag 

burning hasn't happened on the timeline that it was 

supposed to. 

The Air District negotiates with powerful 

industry stakeholders on creating this rule and then CARB 

staff negotiates with the Air District on CARB's decision, 

so the community is not involved in this process.  This is 

completely anti-democratic and that results in toxic burns 

near people's homes.  And black indigenous community of -- 
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communities of color are the most impacted this.  A truly 

democratic process would be one that limits -- that 

listens to the people who live near ag burns when they 

call for an end to this practice. 

There was a resident who was hoping to join this 

meeting today to provide comments, but she's unfortunately 

not able to, and I wanted to share her comments with you. 

Her name is Teresa Padilla Mendoza.  And she came 

to last year's 617 hearing at this body to advocate for 

her community. 

She said, "Madeline, I'm so glad that you'll be 

able to tune into the Air Board's meeting in Sacramento to 

fight against the air pollution that we are facing.  I 

would have loved to be there to fight for the health of my 

community like I was last year. Please tell them that we 

need them to help our community fight for better air 

quality and eliminate these burns.  We have many children 

in our community with asthma. And to permit that 

agricultural burning continues is to permit that more of 

our children continue developing additional respiratory 

illnesses. 

"Please let the Board know that the health of our 

community is at risk if they continue to allow ag burning 

in our community. I hope you will be able to communicate 

to them the grave concern that I have for the health of my 
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community. Thank you".  

So lastly, I will leave you with this. In the 

organizing and advocacy work that we do, we hear a lot 

from government officials, well, I can't be the one to 

speak up on this.  Well, my question for you today is 

which one of you will.  Which one of you will stand up to 

industry, as lot of --

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

MADELINE HARRIS:  -- people in the San Joaquin 

Valley are struggling to breathe.  Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Alyssa Houtby, Amy Blagg, and 

LG. 

So Alyssa, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can unmute yourself and begin. 

ALYSSA HOUTBY:  Good afternoon, Chair Randolph  

and members of the Board. My name is Alyssa Houtby with 

California Citrus Mutual. We are a non-profit trade 

association representing the state's citrus growers, many 

of whom farm in the San Joaquin Valley.  

I want to first take the opportunity to thank the 

Board, staff, and the District for your work to improve 

the air quality in the valley and also for bringing the ag 

industry to the table to develop feasible programs and 

practices that will achieve our collective goal.  
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This collaboration is why we have been successful 

to this point over the past 17 years in reducing 

agricultural burning.  And it is this type of 

collaboration that will allow us to successfully phaseout 

all burning by 2025.  

But as others have already stated, new 

investments are absolutely imperative as we move forward.  

We really appreciate the comments by staff and the Board 

earlier that the State has a role in this phaseout.  And 

optimistically, with adequate investments, we could 

organically expedite the phaseout.  

But it is absolutely critical that the 

alternatives and technologies become available sooner 

rather than later. I'll urge you to review the comments 

submitted by the ag coalition that itemizes the funding 

and programmatic needs for alternatives practices and 

bioenergy production.  

But I would like to highlight the need for 

funding to stimulate the supply and demand for new 

equipment to incentivize chipping and shredding equipment.  

Again, as others have stated, small growers are 

disproportionately impacted by the prohibition of burning 

due to the cost and availability of equipment for chipping 

and shredding. 

In addition to new incentive funds, we ask that 
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CARB work with us and the ag industry to develop a 

platform to assist these growers in connecting with custom 

operators. 

Thank you again for your work on this issue. 

We're happy to support the staff proposal and we look 

forward to working with staff and the District over the 

next few years as we move forward to -- in a phaseout of 

all ag burning. 

Thanks again. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Amy Blagg. Amy, I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

AMY BLAGG: All right. Good afternoon.  My name 

is Amy Blagg and I am the Executive Director of the Lodi 

District Grape Growers Association.  We represent wine 

grape growers, including many small growers, in California 

Crush District 11, which includes the northern portion of 

San Joaquin County.  

I am also a small wine grape grower myself and 

live here with my family.  I will echo the comments of my 

agricultural colleagues that have spoke today in 

recommending that the Board recognize the need for the 

gradual phaseout of open ag burning in the San Joaquin 

Valley, as an immediate elimination would greatly impact 
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specifically grape growers in this region.  

At this time, economically and technically 

feasible alternatives to burning are not widely available 

for vineyard removals.  Vineyard trellis systems and 

wire-embedded vines pose unique challenges with current 

available technology.  

The eventual elimination of agricultural burning 

cannot be met without significant investment in 

alternatives. Before prohibiting agricultural burning, 

these investments must be made to ensure that all growers 

have access to the tools and technology required to meet 

the 2025 goal. We look forward to collaborating to 

finding feasible solutions to these existing challenges.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is someone named LG.  I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

Hello. I see you've unmuted yourself.  You can 

go ahead and begin. 

(Thereupon a discussion occurred in Spanish.) 

LAURA GARCIA(through interpreter): Okay. So 

good morning, everyone.  My name is Doña Laura Garcia.  

represent Raisin City.  And I'm here to speak about the 

burns and ask that they not be allowed, because they don't 
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just last one day.  They last several days.  

It's really ugly to have to be inside because of 

the outside burns and have the smoke coming in through the 

windows and the doors as well. There is not any families 

around us who doesn't have someone with asthma or other 

breathing difficulties.  You folks in charge should worry 

more about -- should worry more about the people that you 

serve and less focus on the money for the ranchers.  

While you guys may have statistics on burns, you 

don't actually have the full picture, because a lot of 

them are done without a permit.  While you guys are aware 

of the biomass, you're not aware of plastics and other 

chemicals that are also being burned.  And these often are 

not being burned during the burns, but during fumigation 

and other agricultural processes.  

While we are only talking about farmers and the 

ag process, local government also has a role. I don't 

know what kind of enforcement you guys have to determine 

plastic burning and other non-wood material.  I ask that 

you, the decision-makers, please leave your offices and 

home to visit these fields and see with your own eyes what 

the reality is for us. 

Please, in the name of our community, I ask that 

you guys do more and consider our community.  

Thank you. 
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BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speakers are Ted Strauss, Thomas Helme, 

and Eric Marthedal. 

So, Ted, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can unmute yourself and begin. 

TED STRAUSS: Good afternoon.  Can you hear me?  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can. It's a lit bit 

quiet. 

TED STRAUSS: A little bit quiet.  

Okay. Good afternoon, Madam Chair and Board 

members. My name is Ted Strauss and I am the air quality 

(inaudible) --

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Hey, Ted?  

TED STRAUSS: Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Apologies.  We can't -- I 

don't think we can hear you that well. 

TED STRAUSS: Oh, really. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Yeah. So we have a phone 

number there and access code.  If you call in to this 

number on the screen, we can get your comments through the 

phone. 

TED STRAUSS: Very good. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

So our next comment, we'll move on to Thomas 

Helme. Thomas, I have activated your microphone.  You can 
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unmute yourself and begin.  

THOMAS HELME: Hello.  Thank you for allowing me 

to speak. Welcome, Madam Chair and the new Board members. 

My name is Thomas Helme. I'm the co-founder and project 

director of Valley Improvement Projects in Stanislaus 

County, the coordinator of California Environmental 

Justice Coalition, and on the Environmental Justice 

Advocacy Group with the Valley Air District. 

I wanted to agree with my many colleagues that 

have spoke today from groups like the Central Valley Air 

Quality Coalition, Central California Environmental 

Justice Network, Little Manila Rising, other environmental 

justice and public health groups. I grew up in rural 

Stanislaus County. My dad worked in a walnut orchard 

while he put himself through school to become a teacher.  

I've lived next to dairies and literally in the middle of 

almond orchards.  I'm currently in Modesto.  

And the main point I want to make that I find 

myself making at many of these issues is I'm tired of this 

jobs versus health argument. I don't think we have to 

choose between jobs and our health here in the valley. 

And that's what it seems like we're pitted against each 

other a lot of the time. 

The environmental justice movement is not 

interested in small growers and growers of color, 

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

161 

farmworkers, and other ag related jobs and losing those 

jobs. We understand that hurting small farmers, farmers 

of color, while allowing larger businesses who can afford 

other practices to continue to operate is an environmental 

justice, and I wanted to make that point.  

I understand many growers care about the health 

in our valley. I recently just talked to an almond grower 

here in Stanislaus County who told me that they have been 

chipping their almond orchard since 1989, because they 

thought that it was the right thing to do for their 

surrounding neighbors.  And they are still in business 32 

years later. 

If -- from what I understand, if money was not 

the issue, chipping, putting this material back into the 

soil is the preferred process.  It's the natural way to 

go. It puts the nutrients back in the soil. So the issue 

is who is paying the cost? And let me tell you, if we're 

not having programs and some of the businesses and farmers 

pay the costs, somebody is paying the cost through missed 

school days, missed work days, emergency room visits, 

sickness and even deaths, loss of businesses, because 

people don't want to live here, raise their kids here, and 

take the chance that they'll have asthma because of the 

air quality issues. 

I know for a fact over the years of just living 
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here, that there are illegal burns. And it makes it 

harder when burning is still allowed to be able to let 

people know if you see burns, that it is illegal, because 

some burns are still allowed.  

I know that some that they put them in smaller 

piles. They burn them early in the morning, try to do it 

quick, sometimes throwing in non-organic materials, so 

that they don't have to dump it. I don't want to 

generalize, but I just know for a fact that that issue 

happens. And I recommend that you listen to the 

suggestions and the recommendations of the environmental 

justice and public health groups that have spoken today.  

Thank you for your time.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Eric Marthedal.  After Eric, 

we have a phone number ending in 528, Tricia Stever 

Blattler, and Adam Borchard.  

So, Eric, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can unmute yourself and begin. 

ERIC MARTHEDAL: Okay. Good afternoon.  Are 

you -- can you hear me? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can. 

ERIC MARTHEDAL: Okay.  Perfect. Thank you. 

My name is Eric Marthedal and we are in the 

Fresno area. We have a family farm.  We actually are 
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farmers by trade. We actually do a little bit of, I 

guess, grinding and like soil incorporating of crops. We 

originally got started about five years ago out of 

necessity trying to replant some blueberries that we were 

growing and we kind of stumbled into this.  We ended up --

it ended up working.  We started doing a few small jobs 

for some neighbors and just kind of do it as a side 

business to help subsidize our farming.  

While it is possible to regulate ag burning, I do 

think ag burning still has its place in agriculture.  

Doing some of these soil incorporating, grinding, or 

whatever you'd like to call it is definitely a nice tool 

to have in our toolbox, but it's not necessarily a fix-all 

solution. 

One of the biggest items, probably being labor, 

is a huge cost in prep -- preparing the field before the 

grinding or incorporating can actually take place.  I know 

the Air Board or districts have rolled out programs, which 

I think is great. I do think that those are necessary to 

help get the ball rolling.  I do want to make sure that 

just because those funds are available, it is not taking 

away from any of the current and successful programs that 

the Air Board and districts have currently, such as the 

FARMER Program and the Healthy Soils Program.  

Thank you. 
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BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is a phone number ending in 528.  

LAURA ROSENBERGER:  Do you hear me? This is 

Laura Rosenberger. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Yes, we can hear you. 

LAURA ROSENBERGER: Can you hear me? 

Okay. There -- I know there are malnourished 

people who would love to weed organic farms for free if 

there's edibles among them.  There usually are.  But did 

you taste wheat grass juice with clover? It's delicious. 

And french dandelion salad is my favorite.  And perhaps 

some indigenous medicine for landless tribes could be 

found among it.  And do you eat stuffed grape leaves?  

know Europeans eat stuffed grape leaves. And -- well, 

except -- the one exception, diseased plants, they may be 

burned every few years, occasionally, not every year.  

But, you know, half of the PM2.5 pollution at 

night in South Fresno I think comes from the biomass plant 

from what my monitoring has shown.  And every time the 

wind comes from the direction of the biomass plant, I 

start feeling dizzy, and I can't focus at work, and my 

productivity goes down by a half, even though it's not 

complete asthma, not complete passing out, but it's not 

helpful for people's careers.  

All right. Thank you very much.  
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BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Tricia.  I have activated 

your microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 

TRICIA STEVER BLATTLER: Good afternoon.  My name 

is Tricia Stever Blattler.  I represent the Tulare County 

Farm Bureau of over 1,200 farm and ranch member families 

and the respective businesses in Tulare County.  I live in 

Exeter, a small eastern farm community in Tulare County.  

We respectfully request the Board to move for 

adoption for the staff recommendation for the gradual 

phasing out of open agricultural burning in the valley by 

2025. The eventual elimination of ag burning cannot be 

met without significant financial support from the State 

of California and the agricultural sector working to find 

solutions. 

You've heard from a lot of farmers and 

agricultural advocates this morning, as well as those for 

social and environmental justice.  And I do think there 

needs to be more middle ground where we come together, and 

today is providing that platform.  I live in the beautiful 

Central Valley where I view the Sierra Nevadas.  And I 

find it a beautiful unrivaled view every day. I value 

clean air for our valley, and for my family, and for all 

of my neighbors.  I celebrate the good days when the 

rainfall and the winter storms clear out our skylines. 
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And I know everyone on this call wants that to happen too.  

Our farm families are generationally tied to this 

ground and they are good stewards of their land and the 

shared resources that we all live and breathe.  

Last September, I worked on fire evacuations for 

21 days working with the devastation of the fire that 

impacted Tulare County residents, particularly in the 

foothills. The SQF fire displaced people for weeks and 

their animals. The air quality impact of that one fire 

was devastating, severe, and far-reaching.  It was a vivid 

and poignant moment in time that is seared into my memory 

about the loss of human life, the long-term health 

effects, and the severe air quality impacts that are 

suffered. 

I am saddened when I hear that compared to 

agriculture, ag is not the villain.  Ag is the vitality of 

our region. It creates jobs, amplifies and multiplies 

economic activity, and provides food and fiber for our 

country and this world.  This last year during the 

pandemic, food scarcity and grocery store shelves were 

bare. And it should serve as a critical reminder that ag 

is an essential industry, providing for an essential 

workforce and a basic need for us all.  

Our valley deserves better, our farmers deserve 

solutions that are economically viable and cost effective, 
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and our valley residents deserve clean air. Thank you for 

this opportunity and thank you for considering the staff's 

recommendation. I believe their report is the best 

solution to providing a long-term plan for how to phase 

out ag burning in the Central Valley. I know our 

agricultural community stands ready to engage, and 

participate, and be part of the solution.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Adam Borchard. After Adam, 

we have Ellen Way, Michael Miller, and Andre Sanchez. 

So Adam, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can unmute yourself and begin. 

ADAM BORCHARD: Good afternoon. Am I coming 

through? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Yep, we can hear you.  

ADAM BORCHARD: My name is Adam Borchard. And 

I'm speaking on behalf of the California Fresh Fruit 

Association. The association represents over 300 members, 

growers, packers, and shippers of 13 commodities, 

primarily table grapes and stone fruit from Lake County to 

Coachella Valley. 

The Association joined in a coalition of 

agricultural organizations that submitted written comments 

ahead of today's meeting.  CFFA stands by those comments 
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and stands in solidarity with the comments provided today 

by aligned agricultural organizations and stakeholders.  

The disposal of orchard and vineyard waste, 

including old and diseased plant biomass, is a necessary 

agronomic operation for our member farmers and it cannot 

be avoided. We support the recommendations of CARB staff 

and of the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control 

District. We encourage our members to abide by the 

District's orders and to communicate frequently with 

District staff. 

The Association believes that local management 

and control is the best way to ensure the best possible 

air quality for our community and region.  If it is the 

State's policy to eliminate or phaseout agricultural 

burning, then it should be the State's responsibility to 

ensure that, as a consequence, there is a well thought out 

plan, including funding, for alternative and durable 

disposal solutions.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Ellen Way.  Ellen, I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

ELLEN WAY: Hello.  Can you hear me? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can hear you. 
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ELLEN WAY: Hi. My name is, as you said, Ellen 

Way. And I'd just like to thank the Chairman and the 

Board members for allowing farmers to participate in this 

process today. My family has been farming in Stanislaus 

County for almost 100 years and we today grow almonds.  

And I now run that operation for my aging father.  We have 

about 90 acres in Stanislaus County. 

And I just want to share with you that in my 

lifetime, I have seen such an evolution in how farmers 

have become smarter in how we do everything. And I want 

to thank all of the farmers and everyone who's spoken 

today. 

But I want to really address the fact that this 

state feeds the world.  And I believe that our food supply 

is of critical importance.  I'm not talking about jobs.  

I'm not threatening in any way.  I'm just saying that 

California grows over 120 different crops. And most of 

those are not grown in any other state. So if we, as a 

country, want to protect our real security, we have got to 

keep our food supply here.  

And as a farmer, I'm not asking for a handout. 

I'm just stressing to you that you have been shown today 

all the steps that we are doing, and that's just with 

burning. We are taking steps in every aspect of 

environmental protection, because we are truly 
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environmental activists.  If farmers don't protect our 

land, and protect our water, and protect our environment, 

we can't do what we do. 

And ladies and gentlemen, there's less than two 

percent of us in this country who grow food anymore.  And 

yet, the folks are moving from the cities out into these 

rural areas. The road in front of my farm is like a 

freeway every day, because people are driving from these 

rural towns into the cities for their jobs. And I am 

trying to exist on a farm that's been in our family for 

generations with all of this pressure that is coming upon 

us. 

I'm trying to carry it on. I have an 

agricultural degree from Cal Poly. And as I hope you can 

tell, I have a passion for agriculture.  But I urge you to 

please listen to what we are saying today.  There is no 

farmer that wants to hurt anyone that lives in our 

community. And we are doing everything possible, so that 

we can reduce our need to burn.  On my property, we shred 

and we put everything back into the ground.  And I just 

urge you to please consider this with reason and in 

thinking about protecting the food supply that comes from 

this state that the world depends upon.  

Thank you very much for giving me some time 

today. 
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BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Before we move on to our next speaker, let's call 

on Ted Strauss. Ted, are you there? I believe the unmute 

key is star six. I've asked you to unmute yourself. 

TED STRAUSS: Can you hear me now? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can. 

TED STRAUSS: Oh, awesome. Great. Good 

afternoon, Madam Chair and Board members. My name is Ted 

Strauss, and I am the Air Quality Resource Conservationist 

for the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, or 

the NRCS. I work here in California.  So the NRCS has a 

long soil and water conservation history in farms, 

ranches, and forest lands.  My resource discipline is 

focused on air quality.  Our clients, of course, are 

agricultural producers and landowners.  

NRCS's primary role is conservation planning. 

Our technical assistance is voluntary at the client's 

invitation. It is confidential and provided at no cost. 

What conservation planning does is identify the natural 

resource concerns and the conservation practices available 

for addressing these resource concerns on the client's 

lands. Through programs like the Environmental Quality 

Incentive Program, or EQIP, financial assistance may be 

available to implement those practices identified in the 

conservation plan. 
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NRCS appreciates our partnership with the San 

Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District, the 

California Air Resources Board, and the U.S. EPA.  I 

believe our mutual goals and responsibilities are to 

ensure our clients apply the most beneficial conservation 

solutions for reducing air pollution from their daily 

operations without impacting crop quality or food 

security. 

It was our partnership that established the 

mechanisms for voluntary incentive-based emissions 

reductions to become SIP creditable. This fiscal year 

alone, NRCS is investing about $25 million of farm bill 

assistance to address the air quality resource concerns on 

farms operating within the nonattainment areas of 

California, including the San Joaquin Valley.  

Most of our air quality incentive funding are 

used for destroying old diesel-powered mobile farm 

equipment and replacing it with cleaner emissions 

certified equipment.  

Fortunately, the farm bill assistance is also 

available for applying other air quality conservation 

treatments, including the alternatives to open burning. 

Incentive payments do help offset the producer's 

investments with chipping their orchard or vineyard 

removal debris instead of burning them.  Though the 
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producer may utilize the chipped wood in different ways, 

some examples where our conservation practices help 

include mulching to increase soil organic matter and 

reduce fugitive wind-borne dust, composting to increase 

soil organic carbon, utilizing air curtain burners to 

reduce smoke, and whole orchard recycling to sequester 

carbon and improve soil health.  There will likely be more 

opportunities for us to explore.  

The NRCS is committed to our partnership and we 

will continue to --

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Fifteen seconds.  

TED STRAUSS: -- support voluntary 

emission-reduction efforts for improving air quality in 

the San Joaquin Valley and in California. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you.  Our next 

speaker is Michael Miller. I have activated your 

microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 

MICHAEL MILLER: Good afternoon, Board members.  

My name is Michael Miller. I'm with the California 

Association of Wine Grape Growers.  I'm speaking this 

afternoon on behalf of Jeff Bitter with Allied Grape 

Growers. He's unable to attend and asked me to make a 

comment on his behalf. 

Congratulations to the Board members -- the Chair 
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and the new Board members.  I think you'll find your 

public service on this Board is greatly appreciated and 

will result in positive outcomes for the California 

communities you represent. 

One thing, I want to make the Board aware of is 

that in the wine grape growing industry, we have a 

sustainability program.  We encourage all of our growers 

to act in a sustainable way and they can actually become 

certified sustainable.  And that's a whole bunch of 

issues. It's about water conservation.  It's about soil.  

It's about climate change.  It's about a variety of 

things. And the bottom line is we want to make sure that 

our growers work in a way that protects the environment 

and they do. 

The issue in the San Joaquin Valley though is 

that we have to deal with the reality of how you -- how 

you -- when you take out a vineyard that is grown in the 

Cordon process, that you have wire that is evolved in the 

grapes themselves. So you can't just simply absorb the 

vineyards back into the ground, because it has wire in it. 

So we need to look at this science.  We need to 

look at the whole thing and figure out how to dispose of 

the grapes in a way that's not burning them. We fully 

support anything moving in that -- in the direction. I 

want to thank Senator Florez for his efforts. I would put 
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the -- Senator Perata way back in the day when this -- 

when this requirement was first created -- and I 

acknowledged his efforts as a Senator and now on the 

Board. 

And I think that the key to getting there is 

through investment, through partnership.  You bring the 

industry, you bring the state together, and we all come 

together to figure out what is the best way to deal with 

this -- with this issue and situation, where we can --

where we can -- when you take on a vineyard and you've got 

the vines, including the wire, what do you do with that? 

You can't mulch it.  Absorbing it back into the soil isn't 

an option. Burning it isn't an option, so what do you do? 

We think curtain burners are possible -- are a 

possible option and we want to pursue the development of 

the technology to support the goals of this Board and the 

regional Board as well, and look forward to working with 

everyone. 

I thank you so much for your time and attention 

to this issue.  It's greatly appreciated.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

So now we have Andre Sanchez. After Andre, we 

will try Martha Chavez one more time. Then we have our 

last couple speakers.  Neal Desai, Robert Spiegel, JFS, 

and Jason Giannelli.  
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So Andre, I have activated your microphone and 

you can go ahead and begin. 

ANDRE SANCHEZ:  Good afternoon, Madam Chair and 

Board members and everybody else for holding this event. 

My name is Andre Sanchez and I am an environmental 

advocate and conservationist through my professional and 

volunteer work with different non-profit -- non-profits 

that operate in and around the Fresno area. I was born 

and raised in the San Joaquin Valley in the City of Madera 

and I have dealt with asthma throughout my entire life, 

but unfortunately have felt more noticeable effects since 

my return to the valley after being away for a few years.  

And while I cannot blame agricultural burning for 

the personal noticeable difference that I have seen in the 

air quality, unfortunately, it does contribute to the, you 

know, air quality difference that I have noticed 

personally, and, you know, has been studied by several 

folks both, you know, at the government level, at the 

environmental justice level, and, you know, with other 

members of the community. 

I don't want to take too much more time, but I do 

want to echo several of the comments that have been made 

this morning and this afternoon by other folks, including 

we need to stop seeing these agricultural products as 

waste. And we need to try to find other means of use for 
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this agricultural products, you know, that include the 

traditional portion of the waste.  You know, somebody 

mentioned biochar, I know that was actually something I 

was going to suggest as well. So I would definitely, you 

know, put forth that that should be something for 

consideration. 

But more than that, I don't want to, you know, 

make anyone the villain here, particularly, you know, the 

agricultural folks, because, you know, being born and 

raised here in the valley, I know how much of an 

importance it is here, both for our economy, you know, for 

our livelihood, and for food products.  

But, you know, they do require the resources, you 

know, to be able to operate properly and to, you know, 

find a solution to this issue. So I really, you know, 

want to highlight that there needs to be funding sources 

for small farmers, particularly since they cannot, you 

know, necessarily afford to do things on their own with 

respect to finding solutions. So there needs to be a 

large scale collaborative effort to find, you know, 

different solutions to this.  

And I will yield the rest of my time and thank 

you for letting me speak. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

So our next speaker is Martha Chavez.  Martha, I 
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have activated your microphone.  There's a mute button if 

you see it on your screen. You're there or we have the 

phone number here on screen. You can dial star nine to 

raise your hand if you dial in with that. 

Okay. I'm sorry, Martha, but unfortunately 

we're -- we can't figure out how to get you unmuted, so 

we'll move on to our next speaker Neal Desai. Neal, I 

have activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself 

and begin. 

NEAL DESAI: Hi. Good afternoon, Chair Randolph 

and Board members.  Neal Desai, Senior Program Director 

for the National Parks Conservation Association.  Our 

staff and members live and work in the valley, so this is 

an important personal issue for all of us. 

I want to speak to the equities here. So 18 

years ago, Senator Florez passed a historic bill that the 

State of California, through its Legislature, and its 

Governor, and CARB committed to enacting. And the Valley 

Air District has known about this promise of cleaner air 

for 18 years. 

And it blew through its deadline ten years ago, 

Now, look, the record is filled with facts about why this 

ag burning practice is completely unnecessary and that 

alternatives exist.  But this now seems to be really a 

matter of political posturing, based on false choices, you 
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know, which is rooted in the culture of perpetuating 

environmental injustices. 

And the questions we need to ask ourselves here 

today are why should anyone have confidence in deadlines 

and promises, if all CARB does here is continue to delay. 

Why should we have confidence in all sorts of other 

deadlines on all sorts of other matters? I mean, how much 

more data does CARB need to act? Does CARB want to see 

more people with shorter life spans, more cases of lung 

cancer? I mean, do we need to have more testimonials of 

the severity of these environmental injustices?  You know, 

what's it going to take for CARB to fulfill this promise? 

That was a result of Senator Florez's historic 

legislation. The Governor appointed new members in 

December stating that quote, "Cleaner air is essential for 

California's" (inaudible), and that equity would be at the 

core of decision making.  But yet, here we are like two 

months after this promise at the first meeting after this 

promise and we are thinking about, we are debating kicking 

this can down the road for another four years.  

CARB and the Governor need to reestablish the 

trust, and the commitment, and credibility on this matter 

of clean air in the valley.  We believe that begins with 

acting today to end ag burning and not delay any further.  

Let's get back into the business of fulfilling these 
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promises. Let's create a brighter, safer future for 

valley families, our communities.  Let's not perpetuate 

these false choices any more, and please reject the 

proposal to delay by another four years the end of ag 

burning. 

Thank you very much.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you.  Our next 

speaker is Robert Spiegel.  Robert, I have activated your 

microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 

ROBERT SPIEGEL:  Thank you, Ryan.  Good 

afternoon, Madam Chair and members. My name is Robert 

Spiegel. I'm representing today the California Farm 

Bureau Federation. California Farm Bureau is a statewide 

agricultural organization that represents roughly 34,000 

family farmers and ranchers across the -- across 

California. First and foremost, we appreciate the 

extensive dialogue and the discussions on the topic of 

agricultural burning.  We appreciate the understanding and 

recognition as to the impacts of this rulemaking will have 

on California's -- or the Central Valley's family farmers. 

The Farm Bureau is committed to finding the 

solutions to this issue, but the solutions will require 

further development and dialogue on how to best achieve 

the benefits desired, while simultaneously sustaining the 

agricultural economies.  As an organization, we support 
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the draft resolution and can commit to working with the 

agency on how to best provide the scalable solutions to 

meet the desired goal. It will be challenging, but with 

the appropriate levels of commitments and flexibility, it 

will be possible. 

You have heard and -- well, you have heard from 

dozens of farmers today, including many of California Farm 

Bureau's members expressing the operational challenges and 

the concerns related to agricultural burning. And we have 

to acknowledge though too that other factors, such as 

wildfire have further exacerbated the air quality issues 

specifically in the Central Valley.  

We have to address the wildfire issue and the 

related impacts wildfire smoke has on meeting air quality 

objectives of the state, but we also appreciate and 

acknowledge the attention that CARB has recently afforded 

to the wildfire emissions as well. So with that, we 

appreciate these conversations and Farm Bureau will 

continue the dialogue when the time is appropriate.  And 

thank you for this opportunity today.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is JFS. I have activated your 

microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 

BRAD KALEBJIAN: Hi. Do you hear me?  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can. 
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BRAD KALEBJIAN: Okay, great. Thanks to CARB and 

staff for having this discussion. My name is Brad 

Kalebjian. I represent JFS Enterprises and John Yergat 

who can't speak today.  We are an ag business in Madera 

and Fresno counties.  We've been helping growers with 

orchard and vineyard removals for over ten years.  We pull 

out thousands of acres of orchards and vineyards each 

year. 

Now, we also do whole orchard recycling, but it 

has taken significant changes to our business, new 

equipment, more attention to regulatory measures.  But we 

understand that this is the goal to lower ag burn 

emissions long term.  And to that end, we are on board.  

It's important to continue to incentivize ag 

businesses and farmers to help clean up the air, because 

it is not without an economic cost to them, in terms of 

time to get fields cleared, move onto the next year's 

planting. These things could add up, if it's not 

streamlined. 

Dollars to farmers who grind their orchard 

instead of burning them has been working this year and we 

will need more of those dollars. Also, dollars for the 

purchase of grinding equipment to encourage this change is 

also critical. I'd ask the local air boards to find a way 

to make these incentive programs more streamlined, such as 
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simpler incentive applications to farmers who aren't 

sophisticated because many of them are willing to do the 

right thing and oftentimes they've been asking us about 

the grinding incentive program.  

They're willing to move away from burns.  We just 

need to have them pointed in the right direction as easy 

as possible to -- and to make it financially feasible.  

Still the issue of incorporating diseased matter into the 

ground is a big concern for vineyards.  And there's -- and 

until there's a green feasible alternative, we ask that 

you tread lightly before ending these burning methods. 

Some things like curtain burning may be a 

solution in the future, but right now are not yet quite 

cost effective, so we agree with phasing this no burn 

policy in giving it a few years.  

We, as farmers and ag businesses have a 

cooperative relationship with our local Valley Air Board 

and we also encourage you guys, CARB, to continue to work 

cooperatively with the Valley Air Boards, because these 

boards understand the farmers' financial challenges that 

they face. 

So if California is going to innovate here, we 

ask for cooperation among all the stakeholders. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you.  Our last 
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speaker for this item is Jason Giannelli.  Jason, I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

JASON GIANNELLI: Hello. My name is Jason 

Giannelli. I'm a farmer and a board member on the Kern 

County Farm Bureau in the Kern County area.  

Anyways, I was talking -- I -- we heard a little 

bit about it today, but what the main thing is looking at 

is the wildfires is it's not just ag burning.  Ag burning 

we're regulated. We're told when to burn, when not to 

burn and we follow by those rules. But I think the 

misconception here is is the wildfires that we're looking 

at. Like this past year, when we're 30 days over with, it 

looks like cloud cover, but it's smoke. And that has to 

do with mismanagement of the forests.  

And it goes back to a State issue of not allowing 

grazing, logging, and getting rid of old material.  And 

these are just mismanagement mandates and we're trying to 

look at other issues.  We're looking at one particular 

issue and not looking at the bigger picture.  And it 

sounds like that wildfires are looks like is what's 

contributing to more of our smoke and not just -- not ag 

burning. Because like I said, we're regulated.  We're 

told when to burn when not to burn. And so -- and we 

follow by those guidelines.  
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And the other thing too is we do take advantage 

of the dollars that are coming back to grinding and 

putting it back into the soil.  But the other issue we 

have with that too is after we grind and put all the 

almonds -- all the grinds back into the soil and mix it 

all in, we're limited on what crops we can grow after that 

as well. 

So we're also -- I think when Dean Florez put 

this bill in front -- back in 2003, I think you guys put 

the cart in front of the horse in not looking at the big 

picture and without an -- and actually without an actual 

alternative. So that's all I have for today.  

Thank you for your time.  

BOARD CLERK ESTABROOK:  Thank you.  This is Board 

Clerk Estabrook. We're having some technical 

difficulties, so I'm going to say, Madam Chair, that 

concludes the list of commenters, so back to you. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. Staff, are there any 

issues you need to raise before I close the record on this 

item? 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Chair -- Chair, no, we 

do not have any additional issues to contribute here.  No. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Okay. Thank you.  I will now 

close the record on this agenda item and bring this issue 

to the Board for discussion. 
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Board Member Eisenhut has his hand raised.  And 

if any other Board members would like to speak, please 

raise your hand and I will keep a list and call on folks. 

Thank you. 

BOARD MEMBER EISENHUT:  So good afternoon. Thank 

you, Chair Reynolds[SIC].  

I need to first self-identify as a member of the 

ag community historically, now retired, and probably also 

self-identify as a reformed burner.  So when I first 

started farming, I had the experience of having a burn 

permit from San Joaquin Valley of burning pruning residue, 

recycling orchards and vineyards.  Over the decades that I 

engaged in that farming, I transitioned sometimes 

embracing the change and sometimes reluctantly to 

chipping, and ultimately to chipping and reincorporation.  

So that's my personal history.  

What I did in consideration of this resolution 

was first to review SB 705, which Dean has -- or Senator 

Florez has remarked upon earlier, listen to the valley 

meeting of December the 17th, engaged in multiple 

stakeholder conversations, studied the staff assessment, 

and the staff recommendations, carefully listened to 

today's comments, and finally carefully reviewed 

Resolution 21-4. 

And I concluded I support the adoption of 
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Resolution 21-4. So I do note -- I do note that there 

is -- and I want to get this out in front, there is a 

little bit of a disconnect between the resolution, the 

operative paragraph being the penultimate, the third from 

the bottom paragraph, which carefully defines August 31st 

as the timetable for the -- for the concurrent agreement. 

And that's all the specificity really that is in the 

resolution. 

And the staff recommendation had some  

considerably more specificity in it than the resolution 

does. And I need to hear ultimately from our Executive 

Officer that the staff resolution is a -- or the staff 

recommendation, excuse me, is a baseline -- that as well 

as Board member comments, is a baseline for the progress 

that will be made between now and August 31st. That 

the -- that the resolution is not a blank endorsement, but 

it's -- but its underpinning is in that staff 

recommendation. 

Excuse me. 

So my rationale for this position is three-part.  

First, it's the law.  Senator Florez talked about that 

earlier. Secondly, it's critical for the achievement of 

valley SIP goals and for the health of valley residents. 

And I'm sure we'll hear more about that and I'm anxious to 

hear Board Member Dr. Balmes, should he choose to, to 
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expand on that. 

I think finally, and the third rationale, is the 

agriculture industry is poised and prepared to do its 

part. And while the -- while the diminished availability 

of biomass plants has been a problem, there are new 

technologies, some of which were discussed today, by ag 

extension, and have been promoted by the Almond Board and 

ag extension, and put into practice.  And we heard some of 

the operators today describe those practices of chipping 

and reincorporation.  We are prepared to move forward as 

an industry. So that -- those are -- those are the three 

operative rationales that I have for my support. 

The August 31st deadline that's contained in the 

resolution affords a substantial responsibility to the San 

Joaquin Valley District and to our Executive Officer.  I 

already addressed part of that.  I believe that this is 

appropriate, but I believe it's appropriate with some 

guard rails. And I expect that we will receive a report 

in September following the August 31st deadline, and I 

expect that we will receive annual reports thereafter.  

So -- so those are -- those are just part of what I think 

of are additional guard rails beyond -- beyond the staff 

presentation. 

And I also anticipate that the Executive Officer, 

as he always does, should he have concerns about the 
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progress being made, will clearly, and openly, and 

transparently share that concern with the Board and 

certainly with the Chair, and with the Board as a whole, 

and with the public, so that we are all -- we are all 

aware. 

And I think -- I think our role here is not to 

provide the plan.  Although there is remarkable 

specificity, I think, in the recommendation, but again not 

in the resolution, but to set the goals and the 

boundaries, guard rails if you will, to facilitate the 

generation, the preparation of that plan.  And that we -- 

we appropriately encourage community input, district 

input, and staff input in the development of that 

solution. 

And I support the -- I support this process to 

allow for this development.  And I think that staff and 

the District have correctly focused on small orchards as 

something that needs our attention.  And these remain 

problematic. They -- they deserve our funding support and 

our attention, as we transition out of burning. 

But -- and given these -- these circumstances, I 

think it's -- it's overly ambitious to create a formula 

with regard to the timing of reduction of emissions. 

I believe however strongly, that the plan must 

include and show annual progress, that reduction cannot be 
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deferred until December of 2024, that the plan must 

include meaningful annual reductions of emissions in order 

to be an acceptable plan.  

And my last, since I've called it that, guard 

rail has to do with the economics of burning. I think 

this is a little disingenuous, because frankly, the 

District controls the economics through the establishment 

of fees associated with burning. 

And so I think as we look at this plan, we have 

the ability to establish fees, fees to burn, that are 

going to clearly incent folks to engage in chipping and 

reincorporation. And I would encourage that a resultant 

plan consider not incenting, or more, not clearly 

disincenting burning through an establishment of a more 

rigorous fee structure. 

And finally, I encourage all of you who are still 

listening to continue to share the importance of funding 

to advance this necessary transition.  

Thank you, Chair.  Those are my remarks.  

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

I am -- after we have a chance to hear from the 

other Board members, I'm going to pitch it back to the 

Executive Officer, because I think you raise an important 

issue, which is that we want to ensure that there is no 

concurrence in August without incorporating the attachment 
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A to the resolution.  So we definitely want to talk a 

little bit about process and ensuring that that's the 

case. 

Dr. Pacheco-Werner.  

BOARD MEMBER PACHECO-WERNER:  Thank you, Madam 

Chair and thank you to all for your public comments. I 

think this item is both of importance to signal the 

carrying forward of the public health charge of the work 

that we are tasked to do and to also signal that this 

regulating body strives to make decisions with 

stakeholders in mind. 

As a member of the SJV Board, I have had the 

unique opportunity to learn more from the stakeholders 

about the issue.  On personal experience, I am both a 

suburban edge neighbor to crops that use burning practices 

and feel the impacts of that on my own family, as well as 

someone whose family has benefited greatly from this 

industry for their livelihood. Farm workers are essential 

workers. 

The resolution before us recognizes the work done 

up to this point, but also the move towards the future. I 

hope this can be seen as a model statewide about how we 

can begin charting the path to the end of this practice 

statewide and ambitiously nationwide. 

Every single day that burning continues, it 
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causes a public health impact.  And similarly, we must 

approach our mobile source pollution with similar urgency.  

What I see in the resolution is the opportunity to 

realistically draw a path for a near complete phaseout.  

And what I see in it is a great opportunity for 

collaboration across sectors, between multiple regulating 

bodies and stakeholders, and for innovation and bringing 

long-term feasible technologies to scale. 

This industry is important to so many and I hear 

you environmental justice community.  The most impacted 

residents must also be part of the conversation before 

August for meaningful engagement. I will be working with 

our Air District and the Executive Officer on this matter.  

In the written comments and in public comment 

now, there was a call for more monitoring.  And I'll be 

working with the Air District and local stakeholders to 

look at this issue from a much more comprehensive 

standpoint of all of the burning that occurs in the San 

Joaquin Valley, including nighttime burning that may be 

difficult to track or enforce.  

Agricultural burning in the San Joaquin Valley 

relies not only on this Board's concurrence, but also the 

District's Smoke Management Rule that is necessary and 

dependent on our ever-changing climate.  I have spoken to 

farmers that had been waiting to burn for months due to 
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the poor air quality plaguing the community that they 

operate in. This is why we must work together now with a 

sense of urgency, not looking towards 2025, but thinking 

about the certainty needed for all, every time we are 

faced with another wildfire emergency. 

The reality is that wildfires will make burning 

more and more unfeasible, way before our regulatory 

deadline. From a public health perspective, we must use 

every tool in our toolbox to reduce air pollution in the 

San Joaquin Valley.  But from an economic perspective, we 

must work together to give the industry real tools it 

needs to end their reliance on this practice and give them 

the certainty that their land will not sit idle waiting 

for their turn to burn in the backdrop of climate issues 

that impact their ability to burn.  

Thank you to all the stakeholders for your 

important input on this, and I look forward to continuing 

to work on this issue with the Executive Officer, and 

providing any assistance on this matter.  

Thank you, Madam. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

Dr. Balmes. 

BOARD MEMBER BALMES:  Thank you, Madam Chair. 

And I want to take the first moment of my 

discussion to thank Mr. Eisenhut and Dr. Pacheco-Werner.  
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I agree with both Mr. Eisenhut's comments representing the 

ag industry perspective, but as a reformed burner, as he 

said. I thought his comments were right on.  And I also 

appreciate our newest member representing the San Joaquin 

Valley Air Pollution Control District Board, Dr. 

Pacheco-Werner, for her recognition of the importance for 

community engagement as we move forward on this, but also 

recognizing that economic aspects that affect San Joaquin 

Valley farmers. 

I am going to take Mr. Eisenhut's invitation to 

expand on the public health issues related to ag burning. 

And I want to correct a little bit of misinformation that 

some of the witnesses were putting forward.  You know, 

people were contrasting wildfire smoke to ag burning.  

It's the same stuff basically.  Smoke from biomass or from 

a forest fire is pretty much the same stuff in terms of 

the air pollution and the health effects.  Now, I --

granted, the Creek Fire put a lot more fine particulate 

into the valley than, you know, even the worst day of ag 

burning. 

But every bit of ag burning contributes to the 

PM2.5, the fine particulate, that the citizens of the San 

Joaquin Valley breathe.  And the witnesses that talked 

about the health effects, especially on kids with asthma, 

but other health effects as well, are right on.  Some of 
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the worst PM2.5 air quality in the country is in the 

Central Valley. Not some of, actually is the worst on 

many days. 

And, you know, wildfires don't help, but ag 

burning doesn't help on top of the wildfires. And I 

realize that as one of the witnesses said that ag burning 

is controlled - thank goodness - you know, so it only 

occurs on certain days when theoretically the weather 

conditions are appropriate. 

But it's not a good thing for health and we've 

got to make that clear.  So contrasting it with wildfire 

smoke, you know, it just doesn't make any sense.  

Chris Chavez from Coalition for Clean Air 

commented about a study, of which I'm a coauthor, where we 

showed that ambient polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, a 

fancy word, PAHs -- some of the nasty compounds in 

cigarette smoke, they're also present in wildfire smoke 

and ag burning smoke.  Normally in Fresno -- and I've been 

studying Fresno air quality and health effects for, you 

know, over two decades. Normally, in Fresno, most of the 

PAHs are from traffic, especially diesel vehicles.  But 

when there's ag burning, a lot of the PAHs are from ag 

burning. And these are nasty compounds.  Some of the 

carcinogens in tobacco smoke are PAHs. 

We haven't proven that ag smoke or wildfire 
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smoke, either one, is carcinogenic to the population, but 

it's got the same stuff in it as tobacco smoke, so it's 

really -- just like we talk about clean transportation and 

clean energy, that we have to move away from burning 

fossil fuels, we've got to move away from burning 

everything. 

I'm not saying that we do it tomorrow, but 

combustion of fossil fuels or combustion of biomass 

creates smoke that's harmful to people's health and it's 

harmful for the climate.  We all talk about how much 

climate forcing the smoke from wildfires is. Well, ag 

burning contributes to that. And worldwide, ag burning is 

a huge problem, you know, in Indonesia, Brazil. We 

fortunately don't do that kind of slash and burn 

agriculture in California.  But I think we need to model 

for the rest of the world that, you know, ag burning has 

to go. 

And, you know, I'm not an expert at agricultural 

techniques, so I'm not into prescribing what should be 

done. I support the resolution, but I also support both 

Mr. Eisenhut and Dr. Pacheco-Werner in saying that we need 

to move as fast as possible. You know, I support guard 

rails to make sure that that's happening.  

And I don't have any desire to bankrupt the ag 

industry in California.  I appreciate it's one of the 
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strengths of our economy.  You know, we produce more food 

for the nation than any other state. And I very much am 

proud of that. But we also have to move in doing ag as 

cleanly as possible, and that means we have to move away 

from burning stuff, when there are other ways to do it.  

So I support having more resources to incentivize 

farmers to move away from burning, but we need to move 

away from burning.  

Thank you. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Board Member Takvorian. 

BOARD MEMBER TAKVORIAN:  Thank you, Chair. 

I have to say, you know, this is not an area that 

I have a lot of expertise in, being raised in an urban 

environment, and know more about transportation, and 

ports, and heavy-duty vehicles. But I must say that our 

discussions about agricultural burning over the time that 

I've been on the Board for the last four years gives me 

no -- I have no question that this practice should stop 

today, and it's long overdue.  

So it's very, very hard to hear the 

recommendations for continued burning and continuing 

allowance of the burning, because the health and 

environmental conditions caused by burning are so 

unacceptable, as Dr. Balmes has just outlined.  

That said, I very much appreciate the work that 
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has occurred and the perspectives shared by Board Members 

Pacheco-Werner, Eisenhut, and Florez. But the progress to 

date doesn't really instill the level of confidence that I 

would like to have that the 2025 targets will be met.  

A couple things that I just wanted to note, and 

then I have some questions, are why is it that the -- that 

there aren't burn notifications? You know, community 

member after community member has noticed that.  And that 

lack of notification seems to me to be undeniable evidence 

of a lack of recognition of the impacts of this dangerous 

practice. If we all agreed on that, there would clearly 

be notification, so that folks could protect themselves 

while it's continuing. 

Secondly, it does seem that the sustainable 

alternatives research is really far behind where it should 

be, but burning continues while the alternatives are 

developed. That's really not equitable.  How can we pull 

back on burning while the sustainable alternatives are 

researched. That might make them go -- make that progress 

go faster, if there -- if there was a little more 

incentive to get it done. 

I also have questions.  One is about the 

incentives. On slide 12, I thought that the reliance 

appears to be too strong on incentives.  And I note that 

we're not saying that this phaseout and prohibition would 
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be reliant and dependent on incentives, but I'd like to 

hear more about that, because for this and other programs, 

that has often come up as -- excuse me -- a barrier to 

making progress. 

I'm interested in why the alternatives to open 

burning agriculture -- or open -- Open Agricultural 

Burning Incentive Program wasn't started until 2018. That 

was long after Senator Florez's bill was passed and it 

seems like it should have been started much sooner. So 

I'm concerned about why it took so long.  

I'm wondering if the Board would have the 

opportunity to revisit the timeline or when we would have 

that opportunity, as I think Board Member Eisenhut said, 

so that we can make sure that the progress is being made 

in such a way that the targets will be met.  

I believe that he referenced September as a time 

when we would receive a report. But I wanted to get 

clarification that we would have an opportunity to 

potentially revise the timelines, if we saw that progress 

wasn't being made.  

So those are my questions and comments.  Thank 

you. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Okay. Thank you.  

I'm going to hold those questions and call on the 

other Board members, and then we will have the Executive 
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Officer respond to those questions, or other Board 

members, if they want to respond to any of the issues 

you've raised. 

Board Member De La Torre was next.  

BOARD MEMBER DE LA TORRE:  Hi. No matter how 

many of these things you do, you always have glitches on 

the muting and unmuting.  

I want to also start out by thanking Board Member 

Eisenhut and Pacheco-Werner for their input. As Diane 

just mentioned, I'm also an urbanite.  I don't know the 

day-to-day issues of a -- of rural communities. 

And when we had this discussion at the end of 

last year, I think we all had a very strong reaction to 

what -- what was happening with ag burning.  And I made a 

comment specifically about the legislation and how it had 

taken so long 

The -- apparently, the legislation allowed for 

some permissible burning under certain circumstances.  And 

the two most common have been, that there's no 

economically feasible alternative and that's kind of the 

broad brush opportunity for folks to continue to burn.  

The other is no long-term funding commitment for continued 

operation of biomass or alternatives.  Again, very broad, 

and those have been the two reasons that have been given 

over time to allow ag burning to continue, which wasn't 
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such a big problem for the first several years as -- by 

2014 -- or relative to 2003, there had been an 80 percent 

reduction in ag burning.  So the trend line was very, very 

good. We've all seen it. It was in the presentation.  

The trend line was going very well.  And I think 

there was an assumption that it would just keep going down 

of its own volition, and that didn't happen.  

And so, I think, to some of the questions about 

what's happened in these last few years and why were 

things delayed? That's it. It's that there was an 

expectation it would keep going down to zero. That didn't 

happen and here we are needing to intervene above and 

beyond what was happening under that legislation.  

And so now the question is how do we go forward? 

Again, I will defer to Board Member Eisenhut and Board 

Member Pacheco Werner. You know, they're -- they're more 

in touch with these processes.  Certainly, you know, Dr. 

Sherriffs and Dr. Pacheco-Werner are on that Board. And 

so we have two advocates there to make sure that what we 

are saying here today will be followed through on.  I 

absolutely want to see in a few months a check back with 

us from the Executive Officer, a status report.  

But I will say my two added concerns, like Diane, 

the noticing requirement.  I think that needs to be part 

of this somehow. If we're going to see another decline 
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from now until 2025 where it gets to zero, between now and 

then, I think it is a very reasonable demand from us 

that -- that there be -- whatever the process is for these 

permits to happen, and when they get the green light, you 

know, I'm sure it's just clicking -- adding another 

address on an email and sending that out.  And we can 

figure out the logistics of it, but I'm sure it's not more 

complicated than that.  And we owe it to those communities 

to give them a heads up.  

The other is the enforcement of unpermitted 

burns. I want to see what that structure is like, because 

again, if we're noticing that burns are happening -- 

permitted burns are happening, then, by definition, we 

would know if there was a burn that was not permitted.  

And then you've got eyes and ears of the whole Central 

Valley on what is happening.  If they know where to look 

for noticed permitted burns, they will also know to look 

and see that there is an unpermitted burn happening.  And 

so I think that -- that has to be part of it. The notice 

and enforcement I think go hand-in-hand.  

And then I'm sure others are going to speak to 

this, the small operations.  We do need to support the 

small operations.  Larger operations obviously can get the 

equipment needed for whatever they're going to do with the 

waste. The small operators, it just adds an incredible 
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cost to them, because they're not going to be there as 

long. They can't incorporate the cost of it into their --

into their daily functions, the way a large operator can.  

So we do need to define what small operator is.  

As we've seen with some federal stimulus funds, the 

definition of small sometimes is pretty damn big.  And so 

we need to figure out a way to benchmark what a small 

operator is. And maybe what it -- what it entails is just 

combining a number of small operators for the mulching or 

whatever it is that needs to happen with the waste and you 

combine them in an area, so that the contractors who do 

this work can just go from one to the other, to the other 

within a small geographic area and get economies of scale 

in that way. I don't know.  I'm just throwing that out, 

but that's, I think, something that we have to work on. 

You know, my preference would be to do it sooner. 

But again, this is -- this is where our staff thinks this 

can get done. This is where again our two Board experts 

are with this. And so I am supportive of it with those 

added concerns. 

Thank you. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Board Member Hurt was next.  

BOARD MEMBER HURT:  Thank you, Chair, and thank 

you to all the public speakers this afternoon.  And I'd 

like to thank the Air District and CARB staff for really 
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thinking deeply about a path forward. It's not lost on me 

that there's a lot at stake.  There's lives and 

livelihoods. And it's from many sides, the Air District, 

the community, the growers, the State. 

And I understand the District has been actively 

phasing out for many of these crop categories.  And I 

really do applaud the great work that's been done thus 

far, but the threat remains strong for many of these 

communities. And this is coupled with wildfires, as we 

have heard, climate-related changes in our environment. 

And so this really isn't an easy decision.  Otherwise, it 

would have been accomplished already as we've heard and 

it's been some time. 

We've effectively postponed for close to two 

decades, which really seems counter to the true spirit of 

this legislation passed.  And that's 2005, 2010, 2012, 

2015, we have postponed.  

So where do we finally draw the line? And it's 

complex. I really do get that.  I mean, like much 

legislation, there are negotiations to find a proper 

balance. And so I understand that there are exceptions 

and we've leaned on those.  I believe Board Member De La 

Torre talked about that.  

So I understand where we are and that there's a 

lot of work that still needs to be done, but we've all 
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ultimately known that ceasing ag burning is the best path 

for air quality improvements and cleaner air in the state 

of California -- or I should say near phaseout, because I 

do hear that there are important aspects of disease 

control that we need to use burning.  

But the writing truly has been on the wall with 

this. And so we need to figure out a gradual phaseout in 

future business plans and a real close eye to shared 

investment with other growers on how to cease burning.  

I think we're asking the average citizen to 

change behavior by going in and trying to protect their 

health. And so I think we also need to ask of others, 

other sectors, growers, farmers for the good of the 

people, what can you do different and improve upon those.  

I appreciated the Board members striking a really 

nice tone with their comments.  And I think for me, I 

think the writing has been on the wall so long, it's 

starting to fade. And we need to really recommit and 

focus our partnerships and draw a strong line and stick 

with it. 

And I hear some of the voices that have spoken 

about the timeline and the 2025 target.  Why 2025?  What's 

going to happen that's different?  And I hope that we can 

revisit in August whether the staff's recommendation and 

the work that they've done to try to come up with a plan 
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is appropriate. 

Right now, I -- I'm having a little bit of a hard 

time taking all the staff recommendation.  In other words, 

I think we need to have a sooner target than 2025.  Many 

people have been waiting for this. But I do understand 

that there's been a lot of investments made on many sides. 

We need to uplift our growers by doing more investment.  

We need to uplift our community.  We need to have really 

focused attention to the health of the community, small 

farmers. The vineyards, the number, the 71 percent is 

pretty astonishing to me and that's an area we need to 

look closer at. 

I think I will probably vote to support the 

staff's recommendation, but I really would like the Board 

to think deeply about a sooner timeline than 2025.  And 

that's just so we can begin to draw this really strong 

line in the sand that we have to do things different in 

the future. 

And as I was doing all my research for this, I 

came across a website of California almonds.  I think it's 

the Almond Board website, and there was a statement there 

that resonated and stuck with me, which was rethink your 

approach to costs.  It encouraged growers to think about 

practices in terms of their benefits rather than their 

costs. And I think as a Board, we need to do this 
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similarly. 

There are scores of children, adults, and 

families who are not benefiting from the current 

situation. And there are costs that people are going to 

be burdened with for a lifetime.  And so -- and these are 

costs on both sides.  And I think the sooner we lessen ag 

burning, the better this valley will be off in the long 

run. 

And something else that was on this website that 

I thought was really interesting was they said it's part 

art and part science in maintaining orchard health.  And I 

think the cost of waiting is science, healthy lives for 

children and adults, mortality, none of which can be 

ignored to the degree we have any longer.  

And so I look forward to us really coming to an 

end on this and partnering with small farmers, partnering 

with the community, waste conversion as a commodity, 

really digging into that space.  And I plan to understand 

more and more and visit this area, so that when it comes 

back before us again in August, we can make some solid 

recommendations and suggestions.  

Thank you. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Board Member Kracov. 

BOARD MEMBER KRACOV:  Yes. Hi. Can you hear me 

there? 
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CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Yes. 

BOARD MEMBER KRACOV:  Chair, new Board members 

congrats on our first Board meeting.  All of us look 

forward to serving with all of our fellow Board members. 

And I just really appreciate the education that I've 

received from folks at CVAQ, the cotton ginners and ag 

processors, Rural Counties Association explaining how this 

issue makes folks feel and their respective needs.  I've 

learned so much today, this past month.  

Mr. Sheikh, I regret personally not reaching out 

to you and your Board.  I look forward to that education. 

If it's any consolation, I did read all 142 pages of your 

staff report. 

Chair, I have a clarifying question and then if I 

can just right after that, please, just a comment on some 

of the procedural matters that I think you've identified, 

if that's okay. 

The notification question identified by Members 

Pacheco-Werner, Takvorian, De La Torre. Now, I could be 

mistaken, but it's surprising to hear that there is not a 

place on the Valley Air webpage that in a searchable way 

lists the burn permits, so if folks see a burn, at a 

minimum, they can look up at the webpage to see if it's a 

location that has a burn permit.  That seems fair. And I 

imagine it would make me feel better, if I were a resident 
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in the valley, because I would have that information.  

So I'm hoping that's something that Valley Air 

would be willing to do, and if so Board members and staff, 

that it be included in attachment A to our Board 

resolution. 

Now, putting that clarification aside -- and I do 

hope that Mr. Corey responds, and perhaps Mr. Sheikh as 

well to that specific question.  I probably know the least 

about this topic than anybody on this Zoom. I'm the new 

guy from downtown LA. Maybe fresh eyes help.  You know, 

probably not, but a lot of folks are asking, you know, 

Board Member, how can we be sure this time is different?  

Member Florez spoke so eloquently about this.  

Now, I truly do feel this momentum, the 

commitment, the attitude from industry, Valley Air, 

residents, our staff and Board, sort of the whole 

community. So how do we maintain that momentum? How do 

we assure this time is different? 

And to me, there seem to be two key elements, 

Board members. One, an enforceable plan, the details in 

attachment A staff report, especially the declining yearly 

ton guard rail Board Member Eisenhut emphasizes.  These 

details are to be incorporated in the next six months into 

a written plan from Valley Air with the 2025 end 

destination. 
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Board members, you know, this enforceable plan is 

a basic condition, isn't it, to further concurrence past 

the initial six months.  Otherwise, I fear we're not going 

to get to our destination. Now, there's an old 

expression, I think it's Yiddish, "Man plans and God 

Laughs". 

And 2020 I think told us that and that's why the 

second piece is so important, which is transparency.  I 

think it's key to the momentum to reach the metrics in the 

Valley Air plan, whether it's tonnages, technology, 

incentive money, the May Revise, et cetera. Starting this 

year, 2021, and I've heard August, maybe it's by year's 

end, and each year, Board Members, Chair, in a public 

agendized meeting, we should get updates to see how we're 

doing, hold us all accountable to keep this community we 

discussed together, communicating, helping, even as there 

are going to be bumps in the road barriers to make sure 

we're on the trajectory to actually get to 2025.  

So Chair, Board members, one, a written plan 

consistent with attachment A details, especially the clear 

ton reduction target, and the penalty structure, and two, 

yearly public check-ins - public - on the plan starting 

this year. That's how I think we keep the momentum, how 

we assure this time is different. 

So those are my thoughts.  And I'm hopeful to 
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hear these. And I hope that these two elements are either 

already incorporated into our resolution today, and if 

not, that that's something that our Board would be willing 

to do. 

Thank you very much.  

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Thank you. 

Board Member Berg.  

VICE CHAIR BERG: Thank you, Chair.  And I, too, 

want to thank just all the stakeholders.  I have spoken 

with many people and many organizations of all 

stakeholders, just very earnest. I, like my fellow Board 

Member Kracov, have learned so much.  And -- and, as 

you've known, I've really been involved in the 617 process 

with the San Joaquin Valley.  And so my kinship of being 

part of that valley just grows.  

I want to just echo what my fellow Board members 

are really putting forward starting with Board Member 

Eisenhut and then Dr. Pacheco-Werner.  And I want to 

follow Board Member Kracov by saying I had written down as 

well I do want to get confirmation from Mr. Corey that we 

are concurring for six months, but at that plan, this -- 

at that time, this very clear plan that has been outlined 

by our fellow Board members is written and agreed on 

between our agencies as viable, transparent, and agreed on 

with those guidelines, that it's enforceable and has that 
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declining cap. 

And then, you know, as in all good plans, what is 

the plan if we're -- if we don't come up with something, 

and -- or it's late? My understanding is, at that point, 

there will be no concurrence and there will be no burning 

until the plan is in place.  

And to me, that is a strong stake in the ground.  

It isn't we're going to do a plan and be very well 

meaning, and 18 months from now, we're going to still be 

talking about a plan.  This time will go by quickly.  This 

is very important, as we have all stated, not -- I mean, 

first and foremost for the health, but the health of 

everybody, the health of our communities, the health of an 

industry that's critical to the state of California, the 

health of small farmers, and large businesses. 

And I will, as the business representative often 

on the Board state big -- larger businesses have to step 

up faster. They have to.  And we do need to help our 

small businesses.  But our small businesses have to find 

solutions, because burning is not going to be an option.  

This Board will not concur again to continue burning. I 

can just assure you of that from the comments that we're 

hearing. So we need to find the solutions. And so I'm in 

full agreement with that. 

And the other thing I want to just highlight is I 
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agree with Ms. Tavorkian's[SIC] concern that the reliance 

on incentives, not only on slide 12, but if you look at 

slide 17, we had 600 tons of -- 600,000 tons if I'm 

reading this correctly, depended upon $11.4 million. Is 

that the business plan? The business plan is we need a 

sustainable funding mechanism to do this? 

If that is, then we have got to find it and it 

has to be like any other subsidy that we do provide in 

order for our ag industry to be healthy. So let's be 

transparent on all sides. Let's define these, who's big, 

who's small, and I do look forward also -- and Dr. 

Pacheco-Werner and Mr. Eisenhut, I -- I'll be there at the 

non-burn summit, and participate, and try to understand 

even more from a business perspective how to get this 

done. 

And so a lot of heavy lifting, but it is -- I 

think we do have to congratulate both the District, and 

our staff, and the communities for pushing us for us being 

at this point today.  

And I do want to acknowledge that. So thank you 

very much, Chair. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

Board Member Fletcher. 

BOARD MEMBER FLETCHER:  Thank you.  Thank you, 

Madam Chair. I want to start -- I want to just briefly 
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commend Senator Florez.  When we look at how controversial 

this issue is today, you can only imagine what this fight 

was like 18 years ago. And 18 years later, we're still 

struggling as a body that is not directly elected by the 

constituents here to confront this issue. And I cannot 

imagine how incredibly hard and difficult this fight was 

18 years ago.  And so I want to commend Senator Florez for 

getting the best bill he could get through the Legislature 

and making at least a strong statement that this practice 

would end. 

And like so many issues we deal with on this 

Board, sometimes you scratch your head and say everyone 

has known this was coming and everyone know we had to do 

this. And yet, 18 years later, we continue to confront 

delay, distract, we need more time, we need more money. 

And at some point, we've just got to do it.  

And we've just got to say like this is important.  

And everyone knew this is where we were going and we've 

now had two decades to figure it out. I think about where 

I was 18 years ago. I was a young Marine deployed 

overseas, not even contemplating any of these issues. 

And, you know, in the Marines, we always said the first 

one through the wall gets the bloodiest. And I think, 

Senator Florez, you certainly experienced that.  And you 

made a crack in the wall, but we still have not broken 
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through. 

And I also think about 18 years ago today, I know 

where I was, but I also know that there were a lot of 

folks living in this area whose lungs were being harmed 

because of something that we control. And the wildfire 

analogy did not sit particularly well with me, because we 

don't allow wildfires.  There's no permit for arson.  

There no permit for lightning strikes.  And so to say that 

something that has been allowed, even though we know it's 

harmful and we know there's a way out is the same as an 

accident that occurs is totally missing the forest for the 

trees. 

And if we want to treat it like wildfire and 

consider it the same, then we can, we could end it today, 

just like we don't allow wildfires today.  And so I just 

think that, in particular, wasn't helpful.  And it just 

seems like so much of what we deal with on these issues, 

which is just another thing to district us away from, 

what's in front of us that we know that we can do. 

And, you know, this Board last year made clear 

this is going to end. And I don't think, at that time, I 

had the sense that, you know, it would end at the end of 

2024. You know, I think that there was a sense that 

perhaps we could get there a little quicker.  But I 

understand the complexity. I understand and greatly 
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respect the folks that have worked intimately at a very 

granular and detailed level on getting us to this point.  

And so, you know, I'm reluctantly willing to 

accept for now that this might be as quick as we can with 

this Board, you know, again, which five times didn't take 

action on it, and now we are. And so I don't want to lose 

sight of the positive impact of a definitive statement 

that, you know, this is going to end now. 

But I think my questions I just want a little 

clarity from staff on before I'm prepared to move forward, 

is just a clear outline of what is the CARB authority 

moving forward?  If there is not progress being made, is 

there the ability to just end concurrence and have it be 

immediate? Because without that clear line of what we can 

do, then we're going to get right to the end of 2024, and 

I promise you, and I still plan to be here, we'll be right 

back, not sitting in Zoom. We'll probably be back in 

Sacramento, but we'll be hearing why, you know what, we 

just need two more years.  You know, we're almost there. 

We just need two more years and $20 million more of 

incentives. And then we'll do two more years and then 

we'll be right back here saying now we just need another 

year. 

And that, at some point, you know, there will be 

a new Board sitting here trying to figure out why, now 
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three decades before, it didn't happen.  And so I would 

like to really understand what is our -- I know it comes 

back in six months, but at what point between now and the 

end of 2024, and what authority do we as a Board have, and 

what are we passing on today?  

And then the notification things and all that, 

that makes all the sense in the world.  We do that for so 

many other things, you know, that seems to make sense. 

And So I'm not -- I'm not insensitive to the 

economic issues, but when you -- when you've had two 

decades to plan for this scenario knowing it was going to 

come at some point, you would have factored that into your 

business model and your operations.  

And so I just think we've got a lot of 

communities that for a long time have been given the 

promise that their air was going to get cleaner and their 

life was going to get better.  And now that falls on us as 

a Board to make the actual determination for when that 

happens. 

And so again, I -- you know, I appreciate and 

deeply respect the folks that are working at the local 

level and are very intimately involved in this.  And I 

think the positive is a definitive statement will end by 

this date. But I just think those are some issues that 

when we get to the comment question from staff, I'll be 
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particularly interested to hear. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Board Member Serna. 

BOARD MEMBER SERNA:  Thank you, Chair. 

Well, first, I want to join my colleagues that 

have chimed in thus far to start by thanking Senator 

Florez, who, as Supervisor Fletcher just rightfully made 

mention of, really has been the point of the plow on this.  

And that's -- I think it was also appropriate to really 

set the context for us, considering this proposal with the 

history. It's really important, again as Member Fletcher 

just pointed out, to understand where we've been, so that 

we don't repeat history, because we all know that old 

saying. 

I also want to thank Members Eisenhut and Dr. 

Pacheco-Werner for their comments, and, of course, Dr. 

Balmes for reminding us all about the health consequences 

of something as arcane as continuing to burn plant 

materials in 2021 in the most polluted valley in the 

nation. 

And then, of course, I also share the frustration 

that Members Hurt and Fletcher have about the -- that very 

fact, that we continue to kind of kick this can. And I 

think all of our toes -- our collective toes are sore.  We 

don't want to do that anymore. 

One of the comments that I want to make before I 
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make a suggestion is that I think like others on this 

Board, I come from a family lineage of farmworkers that 

worked up and down the San Joaquin Valley.  And I just 

don't want us to lose sight of the fact - and I know we're 

not, but it deserves particular mention - that some of 

the segment of our population in this state that are most 

affected by the activity of agricultural production, 

whether it be exposure to pesticides, being crop dusted - 

my own father was crop dusted as a kid - and being exposed 

to agricultural burning in very close -- you know, close 

proximity to where those burns have happened over the 

decades. 

It's very important for us not to lose sight of 

really who has been exposed the most and what those health 

consequences have been to that population.  I think 

obviously in 2020 with again the rightful focus on 

quote/unquote essential workers, and farmworkers being a 

subset of that, I think we have -- hopefully, we have 

across our state, a greater appreciation for the job that 

our farmworkers do. But I really want to make sure that 

we have an effective way to end this practice and we do it 

really foremost in the name of farmworkers in the state of 

California. 

The suggestion I'd like to make is that when it 

comes to enforcement, I think there's a number of things 
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that can go into the ultimate plan that we'll be 

considering later. But one of the things that we might 

want to consider is working both CSAC and RCRC to perhaps 

come up with a template.  I don't know if it would be like 

a 311 program, where I know a number of counties, local 

jurisdictions have these in place right now that permit 

citizens, as well as public servants, to report everything 

from code enforcement violations, to loose animals, and 

that kind of thing. 

But it seems to me that there's probably an 

infrastructure in place that could be amended that gives 

those that are going to be most watchful about legal 

burning in the future the ability to expeditiously report 

burning activity to the right -- to the right authorities.  

And so, as we -- as we do apply energy and time 

to developing this plan and with a particular eye towards 

enforcement, I'd like us to think about those prospects of 

really engaging the entire community and kind of the 

infrastructure that we already have in place to make that 

known to those that would possibly, you know, 

unfortunately consider violating what we're attempting to 

do. 

And so I would just offer that.  And, you know, 

I'd be happy to share my experience as a supervisor here 

in Sacramento with what I believe to be a pretty 
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successful 311 system, that has really produced some 

favorable results.  But I think that's one -- at least one 

facet of enforcement that we ought not to ignore.  

So again, I want to thank the Chair and all our 

Members for some very thoughtful comments on this 

important issue. 

Thank you, Chair. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

Assemblymember Garcia. 

ASSEMBLY MEMBER GARCIA: Thank you, Madam Chair.  

And those new Board members that joined us today, I wanted 

to welcome you all and what a great first opportunity to 

take bold action that communities like the Central Valley, 

like Imperial Valley, and parts of Eastern Riverside 

County, Coachella Valley that is home to large 

agricultural, you know, communities and populations, where 

we can address the public health issues through the 

elimination of this practice that goes back quite some 

time. 

And I know that there have been some good 

partners along the way, including in the farming 

community, that have seen the need to move in this 

direction. And, for me, I don't want to repeat much of 

what has been said. I would say I agree with 99.9 percent 

of the comments that have been made by my colleagues.  
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I want to, you know, ask a question, explore a 

possibility that if this is a framework that we're 

adopting here, is this something that should be embedded 

in State policy and become the norm, the practice 

throughout other agricultural communities in the state?  

Because I can tell you that as we're having this 

conversation now, constituents of mine in Imperial County 

are saying what about us? Environmental justice advocates 

in Eastern Coachella Valley are saying us too.  A practice 

that I think we can link to many other public health 

problems that has been prevalent in our communities. 

Seven out of ten children suffer from respiratory disease 

problems along the border in Imperial County.  

Clearly, not here to say it's ag burning 

practices that have caused that alone.  I'm saying that 

that has added to those public health problems in our 

community. And I know that we've made some strides in 

reducing the amount of permitted ag burn in our region.  

But I think the goal should be that this practice no 

longer exists in every corner of the state. 

And the question is, you know, is there an 

appetite to embed this framework into State statute, so 

that it no longer is a practice.  And the flip side of 

that is, you know, the alternatives that we must present 

to industry for purposes of being able to come along with 
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us and help us address the public health problems that we 

see due to bad air in many parts of the state. 

I make the nexus between, you know, this public 

health crisis we have today, the COVID-19, and the impacts 

that have disproportionately hit farmworkers, people who 

work -- who haven't stopped working since day one.  In my 

district, they're farmworkers.  They're people who work -- 

who don't have the luxury to sit behind a computer and 

Zoom in for their work meeting. 

They've been working, and they've also been 

getting sick, and they've also been dying.  And those 

underlying health conditions, respiratory health 

conditions have made many of our constituents more 

susceptible to COVID-19. 

And again, I'm not here to say this practice is 

what's responsible for it.  What I'm saying is we're 

making some significant strides here for the people of San 

Joaquin Valley and the Central Valley.  And I don't think 

we can say enough thank yous to Senator Dean Florez for 

this work. And I want to just commend him for his 

leadership on this, but I also want to just pose the 

question that is there an appetite to have this 

conversation in a legislative, you know, context of is 

this a practice that should be done away with sooner than 

later in every corner of the state? And that includes the 
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communities that I represent along the border and in the 

eastern Riverside County. 

So I just wanted to chime in on that note and 

again thank you to the staff and everyone involved in 

bringing this item forward.  

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. I just wanted to 

make a few comments before I -- Dr. Pacheco-Werner has her 

hand up as well. So I want to make sure I kick it to her. 

But I just wanted to make a few comments on this 

discussion. I think it is absolutely clear that this 

process must end.  And the -- you know, SB 705 was 

intended to bring an end to this activity and we need to 

do that. And I think, you know, Board Member Hurt said it 

the best when she said, you know, we need to draw a line 

in the sand and say that we are -- we are done. 

I believe this framework can do that. I believe 

it can draw that line in the sand and, you know, whether 

that line is 30 months, 36 months, 48 months, 24 months to 

me is less the question than is it going to be effective?  

Is this framework actually going to be implemented?  

And so I support it with this -- with -- with 

these caveats. It's clear that any concurrence that the 

Executive Officer were to give in August, if that indeed 

were to occur, would need to be consistent with the staff 

recommendations and the -- and the framework laid out in 
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the staff report. 

It's my understanding, and I want to make sure 

the Executive Officer clarifies this, but one opportunity 

for the annual reports that are called for in the staff 

report, is that there would be an opportunity for the 

Board to step in and say wait a minute, we need to pull 

back on concurrence, because, you know, their -- the -- 

their progress is not being made, or it would provide the 

opportunity to hasten the timeline if -- as Board Member 

Florez mentioned, if there's more funding available, if we 

are able to accelerate these alternatives, can we -- can 

we accelerate the end date sooner? 

So I think the annual reporting process, so that 

we can keep an eye on what's happening and understand 

what's happening is going to be really important.  And I'm 

interested to hear the Executive Officer's thoughts on 

this. 

The other thing I would note is a lot of the 

details that we are talking about are details that, you 

know, the District is going to need to work out with the 

community and with the industry.  And we have the ability, 

due to the work of Senator Florez, that if that doesn't 

happen, then we are done.  But I think it's really 

important that we recognize that that work resides in the 

District and it needs to be done in the District.  
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So with that, I am -- I would like to turn it 

over to Dr. Pacheco-Werner, who, as I mentioned, had her 

hand -- has her hand up.  And then we can have the 

Executive Officer answer some of these questions. 

BOARD MEMBER PACHECO-WERNER:  Thank you, Madam 

Chair. Just a couple of things on -- to clarify around 

the monitoring issue. In the District, there are already 

monitoring systems where there are no burn days for 

anything, including ag.  So if anything burns that day, it 

is illegal, and there is a mechanism to report.  

However, I know that it still needs work.  And as 

I said in my comments, it doesn't deal with the illegal 

burnings that may be happening outside of the enforcement 

work hours. 

I agree that posting the permit seems more than 

reasonable. But to say more broadly monitoring, I would 

be confused as to why we would be prescribing it at this 

level, unless we were going to implement a statewide ag 

monitoring system, which I would totally support. 

I think effectual change in monitoring systems 

should be implemented.  But I think it's part of a 

comprehensive conversation at the District level. Right 

now, if we were to tie the monitoring to this concurrence, 

there isn't anything more being able to be seen than 

somebody being able to see a burn happen, go on a website, 
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and then check if there's a permit, because farmers 

themselves get less than a day of advance notice as to 

whether they're going to be allowed to burn.  

I think there needs to be more comprehensive 

monitoring that builds in the public health impacts and 

allows people to prepare for burning that happens in the 

San Joaquin Valley beyond ag, but including ag. I guess I 

really want to put my energy into establishing a good 

monitoring system.  But when it comes to ending ag 

burning, I want to put the concentration of energy and 

resources on ending it, not monitoring it.  

Thank you. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Board Member Florez has his hand 

up. 

BOARD MEMBER FLOREZ:  Thank you. I'll be brief, 

because you gave me so much time at the beginning, Madam 

Chair. 

So what I'd like to do is first -- I don't know 

if our staff is still on, but if you could put slide 15 

up, per your presentation, I'd just like to say a couple 

comments about the conversation we've all had just a 

moment. 

And while they're doing that, let me first say 

thank you to all the members. This is such a great 

opportunity and I really appreciate this. 
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This is my view of today, and I don't think 

anybody else, if you're looking at the screen, would 

dispute that this is what we're doing today. And I can 

only say that if you looked at this chart in 2003, which 

this starts in 2006, you can see that even with the bill 

that was put in place, we had significant progress, and we 

were really on the right track.  But then again, you know 

what happens is droughts, and droughts produce dead trees, 

and dead trees, and fallowing produce more mass.  That 

mass has to be disposed of. And then you see this giant 

building up again, if you will.  

And you know what, we're never going to -- as 

Nathan Fletcher said, we're never going to be in control 

of wildfires or droughts.  We're never going to be able to 

say, you know, to a lot a folks when to fallow and when 

they're not in the Central Valley.  But today's action, at 

the end of the day, puts that blue dot squarely within our 

vote, our action today.  

So I'm focused on the blue dot.  I don't know 

where everybody else is focused  on, but I'm looking at 

that blue dot on your screen and saying, you know, if we 

can with today's action set a end date, if we can 

literally for the first time say it ends and then work 

backwards. And in the process of this blue dot, if 

Richard Corey is not seeing progress, if we're not getting 

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

229 

anywhere, if the District is stalling, or creating task 

forces, or thinking about conferences, and talking about 

what could be, that's not what this Board's message is 

today. This Board's message is pretty clear.  We're 

going to end the practice by December evening 31st on the 

20 -- on 2024. We're going to wake up in the morning on 

New Year's day on 2025, not in the middle of 2025 or the 

end of 2025. We're going to wake up on New Year's day in 

2025 and we're going to hopefully see the trajectory that 

you see on your screen, because we have a final end date. 

And I just want to make sure that the Board 

doesn't get lost in the trees. Sure, we want our 

Executive Director to come back to report to us if things 

aren't going well, because I know that everyone of this --

Sandy Berg, myself, Nathan Fletcher -- I mean, the people 

that have spoken, we're all going to say we're not going 

to concur and this practice is going to end abruptly, 

period. There's not going to be a phaseout.  There's 

going to be an immediate non-concurrence end. And this is 

the message that I think clearly that Samir and the ag 

folks have heard loud and clear.  It's the reason that we 

are moving in this direction.  

But if we're going to achieve that downward 

trend, we're going to have to have 30 months. And again, 

I am totally willing to trade 30 months for finality. I'm 
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totally willing to trade 30 months for an end to a 

practice that has been in existence for a hundred and 

sixty years. 

And at the end of the day, that's what we're 

voting on, that's what we're providing, and that's the 

action that we're taking today. And as I mentioned 

before, you know, if you were on this Board that passed on 

this item four times before Liane became our Chair, well, 

that's another topic. But today, this Board, this new 

Board, this new Chair, these new members, you guys have 

this opportunity to have a final day on the books.  And we 

have a wonderful lever called concurrence to pull, if 

things aren't going right.  

So I'm just hopeful that everyone will see that, 

not get so caught up in the mechanics, because we want to 

make sure that we sit down with the District, that we 

actually work this out, that we achieve that blue dot, 

that downward trend, that ending. And then the only chart 

that I wish I had here was a picture of Gavin Newsom, 

because we're really going to need the Governor. And 

we're going to need EJ, and farm groups, and everyone that 

can come to the table to say if we would like to see no 

burns for those 30 months, then we certainly need the 

money in the incentive programs to prevent -- to prevent 

that, until this finally ends. 
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And, yes, I know there's issues about 

incentivizing farmers, and giving them money, when they 

should be doing this on their own, but you know what, 

there's going to be an end to this. They're going to have 

to work that into their cost structure. There's going to 

be new technologies created.  All that good stuff is going 

to occur. Market mechanisms are going to take place.  

But until that time, the Governor can certainly 

help, absolutely help in taking those 30 months and maybe 

it's a no burn 30 months. Maybe we can fund that. And 

I'm hopeful that the Governor's office is listening.  I'm 

looking forward to our Chair and others communicating that 

through the budget process and the May revise. And I just 

am thankful for all the great comments. And I'm really, 

really thankful that if we put this little line that 

didn't seem much when we were trying to negotiate this 

through a very tough Assembly, that CARB would have a 

concurrence power in this. And, you know, as I mentioned 

at the beginning, I never thought I'd see the day where it 

would come down to this, but today is that day.  

So thank you, Madam Chair. And I'm hopeful -- 

hopeful that this item will move forward. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

Okay. I'm going to turn it over to the Executive 

Officer and ask him to address some of the questions 
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that -- and thoughts the Board members have posed.  

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Yes. Thanks, Chair. 

And thank you. And thank you for the excellent discussion 

amongst the Board. 

A number of comments and questions centered on 

process. And a super important point here that several 

made. After August 31st of this year, if the District has 

not incorporated through its public process, through its 

process, the Board direction a firm date -- end date 

January 1 of 2025, the pull forwards that are recommended, 

that are included in the staff recommendations, declining 

reductions in burning, concurrence ceases to exist.  There 

will be no concurrence after that.  

The delegation to concur is specifically 

predicated on incorporating the direction in terms of the 

pull forwards in terms of the January 1, 2025 deadline 

into the District's revised process that the District 

Board would have acted on, that's predicated on being able 

to move forward. 

And if -- and it was a really good question.  

want to make sure that I'm clear on this, in addition to 

the direction in the resolution, annual reports to the 

Board, on the status of implementation, provided 

concurrence is extended, if there's a problem, I will be 

back in front of the Board. I will not be waiting for an 
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annual report, if things are going off the rails. 

This Board needs to know, because it gets to the 

other question that was asked, could the Board withdraw 

concurrence? Absolutely, the Board can withdraw 

concurrence. If the facts merit that things are not 

playing out as expected here, the Board could retake the 

issue up and withdraw concurrence.  The structure is set 

up that way, because that would really, by definition, 

mean the expectations aren't being carried out as planned.  

There is another point about, well, could the 

Board pull the time frame forward based on facts on the 

ground as they're playing out?  Senator Florez mentioned 

one. Significant incentive dollars, that's one variable 

here. That could have a bearing on how things play out.  

The Board certainly could, and I'd be reporting to the 

Board back if there are significant incentive dollars, be 

they State, federal, or local. 

The other question that was asked concerned 

incentive. And it was a really important question here, 

because not only does the report underscore the important 

role that incentives can and -- play, and really are 

expected to play in facilitating the transition, the 

fundamental question was is that date and is 

implementation contingent on incentive dollars becoming 

available? 
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Really kind of what the subtext is, well, does 

that put on hold or push off the date? It does not.  The 

date does not -- the recommendations do not make -- are 

not contingent on funding.  It's an important 

clarification on this. Do we think funding is important?  

We think it's incredibly important.  We think it will be 

very difficult in the transition.  The date is firm. 

Concurrence won't be extended beyond the January 1, 2025 

date. And as I've noted for all the reasons as we're 

monitoring, it could be pulled forward or the Board could 

withdraw, if things aren't playing out. We're optimistic. 

We wouldn't be in front of you with this recommendation if 

we didn't believe we could effectively partner with the 

air district, the ag stakeholders, the environmental 

representatives and the community representatives.  We 

think we can. 

Do we think it's going to be easy?  No, this is 

going to be hard.  It's going to be tough. It's going to 

take us all in this space, and it's going to be kind of 

ongoing in terms of progress reports. But again, we 

wouldn't be in front of you, if we didn't think we have 

a -- clear marching orders - we do - and an ability to 

deliver on that. But I'm not shortcutting or sugar 

coating at all the -- I think the challenges on this.  

It's exciting, because as the Senator and several of you 
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noted, there's this action that is leading to a clear 

phaseout. That's absolutely what this is. 

And to Assemblymember Garcia's question, which I 

actually very much appreciated, I actually believe -- and 

again, we have work to do and we have a tremendous amount 

of work to do between now and August 31st.  I want to go 

back to that. This is not a six-month pass. This is get 

to work locally with the District, and community 

representatives, and ag to memorialize the direction here.  

There's a lot to do.  That's why that period is so 

important during that phase.  

But to Assemblymember Garcia's point about could 

this be a model, should this be a model for statewide? I 

think it should. There are a number of areas in the state 

that the Assemblymember noted, Imperial, Sacramento that 

continue to burn pretty significant amounts. 705, they 

don't have and SB 705. It was unique to the valley.  

These other areas I'm talking about, they have in their 

own right significant air quality problems.  So I 

appreciated that comment. I think it one -- is one that 

is -- that merits exploration. I would -- and I'll end on 

that count. 

And my commitment, and you all know this, is 

continued status progress. And the fact of the matter is 

if there are issues, if things are going off the rails, 
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you will hearing from me sooner than -- I won't be waiting 

for -- I will not be waiting for an annual report.  You'll 

be hearing about it from stakeholders anyway and I don't 

work that way. 

So I'll end on that point. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: All right. Thank you. 

So are there any further comments or questions 

from Board members? 

BOARD MEMBER KRACOV: Yes, Chair. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Yes, Board Member Kracov. 

BOARD MEMBER KRACOV: Member Kracov. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Um-hmm. 

BOARD MEMBER KRACOV:  Yeah, thank you very much.  

And I think -- you know, I had some questions and asked 

for some clarifications and I think Mr. Corey addressed 

most of those. 

Perhaps I didn't address my concerns with the 

precision that I should have. But just if I can get 

clarity please on some specific questions, Mr. Corey.  

Your expectation is what we're going to get back from 

Valley Air in the next six months is going to be a written 

plan, correct? 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Yes, it is a written 

character -- because they would be discussing the 

integration of Board direction with their Board, so it 
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will have to memorialize in writing this direction to 

inform how they're implementing the phaseout.  That's 

correct 

BOARD MEMBER KRACOV:  Thank you.  And just a 

couple other quick questions following up on what I've 

already asked. The written -- the reports that we're 

going to get back, are we committing to make those 

agendized reports that go before the Board in public?  

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: If that is the will of 

the Board. There are options, the Board always has 

options. They can be written reports.  They can be Board 

hearings. My suggestion would be if there's significant 

issues, that certainly merits a full on Board hearing. If 

things are going according to plan, a written -- retaining 

the ability to have a written report may be appropriate, 

but that, of course, is the Board's decision.  

BOARD MEMBER KRACOV:  Okay. That makes sense.  

The whole point is we want to see if we're on target here.  

And if we're not, we probably need to hear about it in 

public. It seems that one of the issues here is that 

maybe there wasn't as much transparency in this process, 

and maybe that's why we are where we are. So more 

transparency I think we should -- would be better, 

especially if there are issues. 

And then the last question, this notification 

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

238 

question. Putting aside monitoring, but this issue of 

trying to see if Valley Air, Mr. Sheikh's Board, would 

consider a website dedicated to the permits that is 

searchable, where do we stand on that question? 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Dr. Pacheco-Werner 

weighed in on that, and my understanding that -- is that 

she'd be discussing that with the District Director as 

well as the Board.  But the conversation did lead me to 

think about, because I was thinking about the comment that 

Dr. Pacheco-Werner made about a statewide system.  And we 

do have, and it's a regulation that's been -- it was 

adopted many years ago.  It's a statewide regulation 

concerning smoke management programs that are run locally, 

so it defines the basic parameters. 

And I was actually texting the team when she said 

this, because I had forgotten about its existence.  And 

I'm exploring -- and it could even be more than an 

exploration. I actually think it's important, because 

it's been a while since that reg was modified, to modify 

that regulation. It means amend it and incorporate some 

notification elements.  Now if I do that -- if we do that 

as a staff, I will have to carve out time to make that 

happen with the reg process, but it could establish a 

notification system statewide that burning is subject to, 

not just this specific local issue that we're talking 
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about that Dr. Pacheco-Werner indicates she'd be following 

up on, but a statewide view. 

So I took to heart this conversation and I was 

trying to map it to our ability and where the authority 

clearly lies. We do have a regulation that I am already 

engaging our team to -- I'm falling just short of saying 

we're going to amend the reg, because I need to have a few 

more facts, but I think it is a viable path for us. I'm 

certainly willing to and prepared to update the Board 

later this year on the next steps on that, in terms of 

moving forward on amending that smoke management -- it's 

called Smoke Management Guidelines.  It's a regulation and 

locals are held to it.  

BOARD MEMBER KRACOV:  Thank you, Mr. Corey, for 

answering those questions, and to the Chair for letting me 

ask them. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: And just to follow up on the 

point the Executive Officer just made, I think that 

actually dovetails nicely with Assemblymember Garcia's 

comments, because that would apply statewide and would 

apply to all of the areas that -- of the State that are 

currently deploying agricultural burning.  

Board Member Tavorkian[SIC].  

BOARD MEMBER TAKVORIAN:  Takvorian.  Thank you.  

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Sorry. 

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

240 

(Laughter.) 

BOARD MEMBER TAKVORIAN:  My dad's -- my dad's 

voice is in my head, so -- and he never wanted to be 

confused with anyone that was advancing death. So that's 

where we all get it, if we --

(Laughter.) 

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  You can tell I'm getting tired.  

BOARD MEMBER TAKVORIAN:  That's okay. We all 

are. I apologize.  Just two quick questions.  I 

appreciate -- I just wanted to follow up on Board Member 

Kracov's question to Executive Officer Corey.  And I 

appreciate the statewide focus.  I think that's really 

important and something that we should follow up on. It 

would be enormously beneficial, I would think, if the 

District would include this notification for the District 

for that requirement in their plan.  It seems like it is a 

localized effort.  While I appreciate everyone's effort 

and CARB's effort on it, it does seem like the District 

could make some progress with that. So I wanted to 

suggest that and see if that couldn't be included in the 

plan that's coming forward in August.  

And then secondly, I just wanted to make sure I 

understood, is the August plan then coming back to the 

Board in September and will that plan then show us that --

the trajectory that's on slide 15, will it show us 
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precisely how that trajectory will be met, because 

that's -- those seem like the benchmarks that are getting 

put forward. I just wanted to be clear about that. 

Thanks. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY:  Thanks, Ms. 

Takvorkian[SIC].  With respect to the second question 

first, the plan would be to report back to the Board in 

fall. So I don't think it would actually be August.  I 

think it would be fall or the latter part of this year, 

because this end date runs through the end of August, in 

terms of the District's incorporation of the Board's 

direction. If concurrence had been provided, if it -- as 

I indicated, if it looked like it was not playing out, I'd 

be advising the Board sooner than the -- than August. 

So a report back to the Board. If major issues, 

it will be in person.  It will be a Board hearing. 

Potentially a written report, if all is going according to 

plan. 

With respect to the notification question, I do 

key off of the last response that I gave, which was -- I 

was keying off of Dr. Pacheco's exchange in looking at the 

permit issue and the ability to make that data available.  

I need to have that conversation with the District, which 

is looking at the issue. So I don't -- I can't commit to 

specifically that and won't, because I don't have the 
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underlying details. They committed to have the 

conversation. That will happen. 

But in the meantime, I'll be following up with 

our team on the statewide regulation, because I -- like I 

said, I think it represents an opportunity, and an 

opportunity that goes well beyond the valley, and a 

regulation that I -- although I've been at the Board, it's 

been -- has not -- it's been many, many years before it's 

been updated. And my expectation is -- I haven't read the 

latest -- the last version, it's probably weak on 

notification, because it wouldn't have been emphasized 20 

years ago. We know a lot more now in terms of public 

engagement, notification, access.  So my assessment is 

it's probably fairly weak on those elements and I think we 

have an opportunity to tighten it up.  

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Dr. Balmes. 

BOARD MEMBER BALMES:  I just have -- oh, let 

me -- I just have a sort of technical point to bring up 

with regard to notification. And I don't know how many 

other Board members are aware, but CARB has a contract to 

develop a smartphone app to let people know when 

prescribed burns are occurring for wildfire prevention.  

And it just occurs to me that a smart form -- smartphone 

app might be -- might get better penetration in a rural 

community notification than a website.  I don't know that 

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

243 

for a fact. I'm just guessing, but I think that 

smartphones have -- more people have smartphones than have 

good Internet access in rural California is my guess.  

So I just think if we can develop a phone app for 

prescribed burn notification, we ought to be able to do it 

for ag burning as well. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Board Member Hurt. 

BOARD MEMBER HURT:  Thank you, Chair.  Many of my 

questions were answered, but I just wanted to say for Mr. 

Corey, at a future Board meeting, it would be nice to kind 

of understand from the District and agricultural growers 

kind of the true meaning of when they say significant 

incentive funding to meet the 2025 target. What does that 

look like, so we can really understand fully whether we're 

going to achieve that or not. I've heard it said several 

times and I'd like to understand that more clear. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Board Member Serna. 

BOARD MEMBER SERNA:  Thank you, chair.  Yeah, to 

Dr. Balmes's last suggestion, I just wanted to again make 

clear that there is already a -- I can't -- probably can't 

see that, but there's already a phone app that a lot of 

jurisdictions are using called 311.  And it's used for 

field reporting of everything from code enforcement 

violations to, you know, all the other kind of service 

delivery subject matter that local jurisdictions deal with 

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

244 

regularly. So that was the point of my suggestion earlier 

was don't reinvent the wheel.  There's probably local 

platforms that the local air district or CARB could tap 

into very easily, that makes it very, you know, convenient 

for everyone from general citizenry to, you know, garbage 

truck drivers that might be out on their routes and they 

see -- you know, they see smoke somewhere where there 

shouldn't be smoke.  So, you know, that technology is 

already deployed. It already exists and we ought to take 

advantage of it. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

Well, we've had a -- certainly a robust and 

detailed discussion on this issue. It's an obviously 

very, very critical issue to move forward on. So I guess 

I would like to ask if Board Member Florez, given his deep 

history and knowledge on this issue, would like to move 

the proposed resolution. 

BOARD MEMBER FLOREZ:  I would. I would like to 

move the resolution as proposed to the Board. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Is there --

BOARD MEMBER PACHECO-WERNER:  Pacheco-Werner, 

second. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: All right, we have a motion and 

a second. Thank you very much. 

Clerk, can you please call the roll. 
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BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you, Madam Chair. 

Dr. Balmes? 

BOARD MEMBER BALMES:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Mr. De La Torre? 

BOARD MEMBER DE LA TORRE: Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Mr. Eisenhut? 

BOARD MEMBER EISENHUT:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Supervisor Fletcher?  

BOARD MEMBER FLETCHER:  Fletcher, aye.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Senator Florez?  

BOARD MEMBER FLOREZ:  Finally.  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Ms. Hurt? 

BOARD MEMBER HURT:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Mr. Kracov? 

BOARD MEMBER KRACOV:  This time it's different. 

Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Dr. Pacheco-Werner?  

BOARD MEMBER PACHECO-WERNER:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Mrs. Riordan?  

BOARD MEMBER RIORDAN:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Supervisor Serna?  

BOARD MEMBER SERNA:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Professor Sperling? 

BOARD MEMBER SPERLING:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Ms. Takvorian? 
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BOARD MEMBER TAKVORIAN:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Vice Chair Berg?  

VICE CHAIR BERG:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Chair Randolph?  

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Madam Chair, the motion 

passes. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: All right. December 31st, 2024.  

Okay. I wanted to sort of talk scheduling for a 

bit. My suggestion is that we go to general public 

comment. We will -- I wanted to have a public comment 

period before we do our later agenda item at four o'clock, 

because -- in case members of the public wanted to speak 

who are not planning on being with us later. 

Then we will take about a 40-minute lunch break 

and then we'll start back at 3:45 for the remaining agenda 

item for this portion of the meeting, which would be our 

Executive Officer's presentation on CARB priorities. 

So to be clear, we would do public comment, we 

would take a break, we would come back at 3:40 to do the 

Executive Officer's presentation, and then following that, 

we would take up the AB 617 communities selection item.  

So if everyone is okay with that, let's move to 

public comment and we will be doing two minutes per 

person. 
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BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you, Madam Chair. 

If you wish to speak on a item in jurisdiction of the 

Board, but not on the public agenda, please raise your 

hand or dial star nine now. 

I'll give it a couple seconds for people to raise 

their hand. 

Okay. We have two people, LaDonna Williams and 

Laurie Smith. So, LaDonna, I will activate your 

microphone. You can go ahead and begin. 

LaDONNA WILLIAMS:  Good afternoon.  I see three 

minutes, but I heard it was only two.  

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Yes, that is correct, two 

minutes. 

LaDONNA WILLIAMS:  Oh. Okay. So well --

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Ryan, do you want to restart the 

clock. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Yes, please.  Okay. Go 

ahead. 

LaDONNA WILLIAMS: Yes. I was just going to say 

LaDonna Williams with All Positives Possible. Since I've 

only got two minutes, I guess I've got to quickly speed 

through this. 

After listening all day to the Board members, 

which, of course, we want to hear your point of view, it 

is disrespectful to take away the public's time to be able 
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to effectively address these important issues with you. 

To the new Board members, welcome, but I also 

hope as you have taken your place that you have picked up 

the subject of African American issues that are urgent. 

The anti-black environment in which both community and I 

understand employees have been forced within the District 

to work through.  I hope that the new Board, as well as 

the previous remaining Board, are viewing these issues as 

urgent and in need of the same focus and attention that 

you're giving these other important issues, but not 

lumping them all together.  Because what's been happening, 

and I see that, is that as we talk about Black-specific 

issues, everything else is thrown into the mix, which we 

cannot do that anymore. 

We have to change that mindset that it is not 

only okay, but it's actually proper and respectful to be 

able to address Black-specific issues, considering the 

fact that we have the worst health outcomes, we are dying 

in record numbers, and we are the least supported. 

I do want to commend Mr. Richard Corey though for 

addressing and responding to community issues that we have 

raised. He has come to the community, not forcing us to 

always have to come to him.  But him, and his staff, and 

his supportive folks did come to the EJ community.  We've 

been able to get some issues addressed and we want to 
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still keep moving forward and push hard for further 

assistance and responses. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Laurie Smith.  After Laurie 

Smith, we have Ranji George, Peter Dorian, Lennice Najieb, 

and a phone number ending in 050.  

So Laurie Smith, I have activated your 

microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 

LAURIE SMITH: And, Ryan, I just have a question 

for you. I just Zoomed back in. And is this for general 

comments? That's what I thought I heard. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  This is for general 

comments. 

LAURIE SMITH: Great. Okay. I had made a 

comment earlier with regards to the trains and the ports. 

And I am from Long Beach. My name is Laurie Smith. And 

as I mentioned in my prior comments, our city government 

really doesn't ask for your help and we don't hear about 

these meetings.  And so I just am looking for assistance 

here in Long Beach, where we are really hammered by the 

port, and the trains, the 710 freeway that's going to the 

port, and as well as the air -- the airport. 

This is a city-run airport.  It is a city-run 

port. So we -- they are not really supportive of looking 
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out for the restaurant -- the residents.  They're really 

focused on the businesses, because they have the money and 

the lobbying to make sure that they are being protected.  

So we, the residents, have to do all this 

ourselves. And they even allow lead-based fuel avgas, 

which is small aircraft, at our airport.  And this is 

something that the air quality management district didn't 

study. We were like one of the only airports that wasn't 

studied, so I'm not sure if you could help us out with 

that. 

The FAA just recently changed their pathway and 

now we have 60 percent more aircraft coming over us from 

the departures.  So we are looking for help with that too.  

So I see what your priorities are and I am grateful for 

them, but I'm just asking that you could do more community 

outreach and not rely on the city or the municipal to be 

getting that information to us.  We really need just you 

guys here and emailing the residents.  

So we really need your help and I'm grateful for 

any studies that you are doing, especially in our Black 

and Brown community that is along the LA River and 

Wilmington. They are really getting hammered by the 

drains, freeway, port, and air -- and underneath the 

airplanes. We have over 800 flights a day.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 
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LAURIE SMITH: That's lead-based fuel.  We're one 

of the busiest --

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

LAURIE SMITH: -- airports in the world, because 

they are teaching how to fly there.  Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you, Laurie.  Your 

time has concluded.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Your next speaker is Ranji 

George. Ranji, I have activated your microphone.  You can 

go ahead and begin. 

RANJI GEORGE:  Can you hear me, please? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can. 

RANJI GEORGE: Thank you. My name is Ranji 

George. Good afternoon, Board members.  I was a scientist 

at South Coast for 35 years working on batteries, fuel 

cells, and natural gas technologies.  I was in the 

technology advancement office.  My main concern right now 

is that since we are going into battery-focused ZEVs for 

the near future for the next ten years or so and millions 

of vehicles are going to be -- are being planned, I'm 

really concerned about the cobalt content of these 

batteries. Cobalt was good as a showcase for battery 

technology, but it's -- we should immediately phaseout 

cobalt. Even Tesla has beaten the enviro -- the 
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government agency in announcing they are going to phase 

out cobalt. Yet, ARB, South Coast, CEC still lagging 

behind. 

The reason is cobalt as very toxic impacts at the 

mining stage. Please look up the webpage of International 

Rights Advocates.  They have a huge lawsuit against what's 

happening in Congo and the children mining there. 

Then cobalt at the end of the battery life will 

have to be handled. And it will be AB 617 communities who 

will be handling those. So I would, in addition to the 

almost great amount of battery waste that will be 

generated, cobalt will be a particularly concerning toxic 

substance. 

So there are other alternative chemistries that 

are being developed.  In fact, almost all battery makers I 

understand are moving to -- looking at alternate.  But 

there's no incentive to move forward faster if the ARB 

continues to be quiet on cobalt.  So please accelerate 

this development into better and more sustainable battery 

technologies. 

I hope you will take this seriously as you -- and 

I'll be having additional comments for the next item.  

Thank you for listening.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Peter Dorian. Peter, I have 
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activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

RAFFI DORIAN: Hi.  I'm actually Raffi Dorian. 

I'm Peter's wife.  And he just had to step away.  But we 

had a question, what does concurrence mean?  That's the 

only question I have.  Can somebody address what 

concurrence means?  Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Concurrence in respect to 

the last item? 

RAFFI DORIAN: To what? I'm sorry. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  In what context, do you -- 

what do you mean concurrence? 

RAFFI DORIAN: Well, several of the Board members 

Have used the term "concurrence", you know, as if it's 

some kind of lever or something that can be used if, you 

know, the laws aren't followed, or regarding the ag 

burning. So what does that -- they keep using the term 

"concurrence", like it's some kind of cudgel.  How are 

they planning on using that?  What does that mean, 

concurrence, in this -- regards to that? 

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  I can --

RAFFI DORIAN: Thank you. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: I can briefly address -- I can 

briefly address it.  Is this -- it's a specific statutory 

step in SB 705, which we were discussing, where the 
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burning is not permitted, unless the -- unless the Air 

Resources Board concurs with the local district's plan to 

burn. So it is specific to SB 705.  

RAFFI DORIAN: Okay.  All right. Thank you very 

much. Appreciate it. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Oh, sorry, before you go, can you please provide 

your name one more time -- 

RAFFI DORIAN:  Sure. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  -- so we have it for the 

record. 

RAFFI DORIAN: Sure.  It's R -- you want me to 

spell it? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Yes, please. 

RAFFI DORIAN: It's R-a-f as in Frank, F as in 

Frank, "i". Last name is Dorian, D-o-r-i-a-n.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Perfect. Thank you so 

much. 

RAFFI DORIAN: Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Our next speaker is Julia 

Najieb. I have activated your microphone.  You can go 

ahead and begin. 

JULIA DUDLEY NAJIEB:  Yes, I'm unmuted. Thank 

you. Julia Dudley Najieb, OnMeNews.  Please consider the 

ethnic media as -- which is I'm a part of and I'm actually 
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located here in the Central Valley. And a lot of these 

correspondence we do not get not even public notices.  

Also, please consider California Black Media, Regina 

Wilson, who has a conglomerate of different black media 

outlets throughout California and we are not getting this 

information. Also, consider Sandy Close with Ethnic Media 

Services, who also manages predominantly all of the ethnic 

media in general throughout California and we are not 

getting this information.  

And yet these issues come up repeatedly in our 

media briefings, especially when you're talking about 

African Americans who are suffering from Valley Fever and 

asthma at high rates, especially in the Central Valley and 

overall throughout California. 

And so I do think the Board, you have a hard job 

and a tough job ahead of you, but please consider the 

ethnic population, African Americans who have to be able 

to afford a car by 2035 that is electrically run where 

that pricing is not down and we even have electric bikes 

that are not considering as a part of those rebates 

programs. 

So again, thank you to the Board and thank you 

for allowing me that time. But please reach out to the 

Black media, ethnic media in general.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 
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Our last speaker is a phone number ending in 050.  

You should be able to be unmuted now.  

unmute. 

me? 

Phone number ending in 050, I've asked you to 

I believe the code is star six if you're there.  

SEAN EDGAR: All right. Ryan, can you hear now 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can. It's a little bit 

echoey. Let's try again. 

SEAN EDGAR: Great.  Thank you very much.  I will 

try to speak clearly.  This is Sean Edgar. I'm the 

Director Clean Fleets. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Sorry. It sounds like 

your signa is a bit -- is a bit off. We can't really 

understand what you're saw saying.  

SEAN EDGAR: Can you hear me now, Ryan? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  No, not really.  I 

apologize. I'll tell you -- so our written docket is open 

for the open comment.  It will be open till the end of the 

meeting today, which will end later in the evening. So 

you can submit it there, but unfortunately, since you're 

on the phone, it sounds like we can't really hear you that 

well. 

Okay. 

SEAN EDGAR: Ryan, can you hear me now? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Oh, yes. That's better. 
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SEAN EDGAR: Great, Ryan.  Thank you very much.  

This is Sean Edgar.  I'm the Director of Clean Fleets 

based in Sacramento.  And I just wanted to take a minute 

to welcome the new Chair and the new Board members. This 

is my 21st year in dealing with the Clean Vehicle 

programs. Clean Fleets is a conglomeration of public 

agencies, and private fleet owners, construction industry, 

waste haulers. And it's been my privilege to have worked 

on just about every mobile source strategy over the last 

20 years. 

And I'll just take a moment just to echo the 

Chair's opening comments about the just transition to ZEVs 

and the new economy.  And having been a veteran of rolling 

out some of the cleanest natural gas vehicles for the last 

20 years, I'm very familiar that the technology takes time 

to develop, the costs are significant, and really the onus 

is upon the leadership to also work toward providing the 

resources needed to have a successful rollout.  

With that, the written comments that were 

submitted by the Construction Industry Air Quality 

Coalition, or CIAQC, dated February 23rd, I'd like to just 

take a moment on focus on three things in those comments. 

First of all, regarding the Advanced Clean Truck 

large entity reporting process, there are some serious 

deficiencies that lead our group to ask for a delay of 30 
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to 60 days in order to allow industry to report on time.  

You note that the regulation was adopted back in June. 

CARB staff, just in the last two to three weeks, has come 

out with information for entities that want to report. 

However, the information that is out is really difficult 

to manage and hard to deal with. And I'll refer you to 

the CIAQC letter for more details on that.  

Second of all, in keeping with the State 

Auditor's findings, earlier this week, I'd like to ask --

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Ten seconds. 

SEAN EDGAR: -- about metrics. I'd like to ask 

for a informational hearing as the information per 

clean -- local clean fleets is tabulated with the Board 

staff report during the summer.  

And finally --

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

SEAN EDGAR: -- try to report, but wasn't able to 

do it, report on it -- 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you.  Your time 

is --

SEAN EDGAR: Thank you very much.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speak is a phone number ending in 528.  

I have activated your speaker. 

LAURA ROSENBERGER:  This is Laura Rosenberger.  
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Last year, there was a study a meeting by OEHHA 

on the -- on cobalt and some -- talking about discussing a 

mouse study, of which there was significant harm -- some 

kind -- increased rate of some kind of illness in mice 

that's linked to cobalt. 

Thanks. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

So Julia Najieb has her hand raised again, but 

you are -- unfortunately, you've already spoken.  So Madam 

Chair that concludes the list of speakers for this item -- 

or for this open comment period.  

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

All right. We will be taking a break and we will 

return at -- let's return at 3:45.  Thank you.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  I'll quickly remind 

everyone to please turn off their microphones and camera, 

and -- but stay on the and we'll be back. 

Thank you. 

(Off record: 3:05 p.m.) 

(Thereupon a lunch break was taken.) 
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AFTERNOON SESSION 

(On record: 3:46 p.m.) 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Okay. Welcome back from our 

break. The next item on our agenda is item number 21-1-7, 

report to the Board on the California Air Resources Board 

program priorities for 2021.  

If you wish to comment on this item, please click 

the raise hand button or dial star nine now. We will call 

on you when we get to the public comment portion of this 

item. 

The Board has made significant progress in 2020 

toward our state's air quality and climate goals.  

Executive Officer Richard Corey will provide an overview 

of accomplishments and key initiatives underway in 2020, 

highlight challenges moving forward, address how CARB will 

accelerate progress in 2021, and preview specific actions 

coming before the Board. 

Mr. Corey, will you please begin your 

presentation. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: I will. Thanks, Chair. 

And looking for slides.  

So I'm going to start with the expectation slides 

are coming up behind me. 

(Thereupon a slide presentation.) 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: And look it. Look at 
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that. 

When I reported to the Board in early 2020, no 

one could have predicted how the year would unfold.  And 

through it all, I really am pleased to report that CARB 

was resilient and remained highly effect in our work. In 

2020, we adopted new regulations, bolstered our 

partnerships, identified new challenges in signaled our 

commitment to advance racial equity, both in our 

organization and through our external programs.  And in 

this presentation, I'll highlight the substantial progress 

we've made to deliver healthier air quality to all 

communities and will preview our priorities for 2021. 

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: But first, we have a 

number of new faces that -- with us today and that were 

introduced previously.  But I did want to personally 

welcome the Chair and our new Board members, Davina Hurt 

from the Bay Area Air Quality Management District, Gideon 

Kracov representing South Coast Air Quality Management 

District, and Dr. Tania Pacheco-Werner representing the 

San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District.  You 

really do, and I've had an opportunity to interact with 

everyone of you, bring tremendous experience that will 

help strengthen our organization really at a key 

juncture - and it really is a key juncture - as we 
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transform the transportation sector to meet our clean air 

and climate goals that we'll be talking about over the 

course of this presentation. 

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: We also have new faces 

in our Executive Office leadership team.  I'm pleased to 

introduce Chanell Fletcher, our Deputy Executive Officer, 

Environmental Justice, and Deldi Reyes, the new Director 

of the Office of Community Air Protection we'll be hearing 

from later today. Chanell and Deldi bring a wealth of 

experience with them.  And although, they've only been on 

the job for a short time, they're already having a 

positive impact on the organization and are just a 

pleasure to work with. 

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: And as we look back in 

2020 as a country and as an organization, we face the fact 

that we need to stay -- step up our racial equity and 

environmental justice throughout CARB.  We'll be convening 

the Environmental Justice Advisory Committee to inform the 

development of the 2022 scoping plan.  That will be coming 

up. And we'll work closely with stakeholders to identify 

other opportunities to advance environmental justice. 

We'll apply the lessons we're learning from 

implementing AB 617 to other CARB programs.  Environmental 
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injustice is an outcome of racial inequity. And so we're 

committed to implementing Resolution 20-33, including a 

unified approach to advancing racial equity throughout 

CARB that includes organizing internally and building our 

own capacity to identify and address structural racism in 

our policies and in our programs.  

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: We created the DARE 

Task Force in 2020 to increase diversity and inclusion 

within the CARB workforce, so that we can better serve all 

Californians. The DARE Task Force is comprised of 21 

staff from across the organization and is led by our two 

co-chairs, Edna Murphy and Rajinder Sahota.  

The task force is working to expand recruitment, 

and with a hiring process to support more diverse 

candidate pools, develop a culture of belonging and 

inclusion, and review our internal policies and procedures 

to eliminate systemic Injustice.  

DARE has hosted implicit bias training, 

workshops, and small group discussions, put out guidance 

on convening diverse hiring panels, and is currently 

sponsoring a 90-day challenge to promote racial equity, 

awareness, and education in daily life.  And the training 

I was referring to has been agencywide.  

--o0o--
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Now, I'd like to 

highlight some of CARB's key regulatory actions in 2020. 

Over the past year, CARB drew upon our strengths, our deep 

history and experience, our collaborations and 

partnerships, and the science that backs every one of our 

programs to continue to make progress towards clean air, 

by adopting several first-in-the-world regulations. 

The Board had a busy year, adopting regulations 

covering a wide variety of sources, including amendments 

to the Heavy-Duty Truck Smoke Opacity Reg, Innovative 

Clean Transit, Ocean-Going Vessels at Berth, Advanced 

Clean Trucks and Heavy-Duty Omnibus Regulation.  The 

regulations will help us reduce criteria pollutants, while 

providing benefits in our most impacted communities, 

reducing greenhouse gases.  Many of these regs were the 

first in the world.  

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Our 2020 regulations 

build upon a long history of 2020 regulations -- or rather 

of CARB regulations.  These regulations push technology 

and they get results.  You can see those results here 

where ozone in the South Coast has substantially decreased 

over the last 20 years and significantly more of the 

region is now meeting federal air quality standards for 

ozone. 
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This occurred while the number of vehicles, 

population, and economy continue to grow significantly. 

However, it's clear -- it's clear to all of us, and you 

know this, that much more of the region still experiences 

ozone levels that exceed the federal standards and even 

greater reductions in emissions are needed in order for 

the South Coast to attain not just the 80 ppb standard, 

but also the more stringent 75 and 70 ppb ozone standards 

within the next 17 years. 

Similarly, we're seeing much less particulate 

matter in the San Joaquin Valley. By collaborating with 

the District on a recent State Implementation Plan to 

accelerate reductions from agricultural equipment, trucks 

and buses, and residential wood burning, we've seen lower 

PM2 -- PM2.5 levels across the valley. 

However, topography, meteorology, and a growing 

population, and economy continue to make meeting the 

health-based PM2.5 standards a challenge.  And attaining 

those standards will require collaboration between CARB, 

the Air District, industry, agriculture, environmental, 

and community groups, and residents to get the emission 

reductions needed to achieve clean air for everyone in the 

valley, as we discussed over the course of today.  

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: We've also seen 
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tremendous reductions in our toxics exposure from diesel 

particulate matter, heavy metals, and toxic VOCs over the 

past decades. For example, since 1990, the cancer risk 

associated with diesel PM has decreased over 70 percent, 

while diesel vehicle miles traveled increased over 80 

percent. Reductions in toxic emissions were further 

bolstered this year through the approval of control 

measures for ocean-going vessel operations at berth, and 

amendments to the Air Toxics Hot Spots Regulations, both 

aimed at reducing toxics exposure in nearby communities.  

In spite of the considerable progress, many 

communities in the State, particularly those living near 

ports, railyards, and warehouses, continue to be exposed 

to unacceptably high levels of air pollution.  

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Finally, the result of 

California's greenhouse gas programs is clear. California 

has reduced GHG emissions while growing our economy. Much 

of the success has been due to the adoption of renewables 

in the energy sector.  I want to point out that now 40 

percent of our GHG emissions come from cars and trucks. 

And if you include emissions associated with oil and gas 

extraction and refining, more than half of our greenhouse 

gas emissions are now from the transportation sector, and 

reducing those emissions will be a key focus as we look 
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into the future. 

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: As we look forward to 

2021, it's important for CARB to pursue strategies that 

get us multiple benefits, that tackle traditional air 

pollution, toxics, and climate change.  For these 

strategies to be even more successful, we're working to 

infuse equity in all of our programs.  

I talked earlier about our internal efforts to 

address structural inequities within CARB through DARE.  

But as the Board recognized, when it adopted its 

commitment to Racial Equity and Social Justice Resolution 

last October, we must establish and enhance proactive 

measures to ensure racial equity permeates all of CARB's 

activities, both internally and externally.  This is a 

work-in-progress and critical to our long-term success. 

Another theme that emerges as we look to 2021 is 

the need to transition out of combustion, not just in the 

transportation sector where CARB has primary authority, 

but in all sectors, including buildings.  Eliminating 

emissions from buildings by promoting electric appliances 

can reduce air pollution and also improving indoor air 

quality, especially important when we're all spending more 

time at home. And we know today's new builds will be 

tomorrow's retrofits.  
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So the focus must be on not increasing fossil 

energy infrastructure, while finding cost-effective ways 

to eliminate fossil combustion that already exists.  

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: But as we focus on 

solutions, we're also aware that achieving these goals 

will not be easy.  There are many challenges we must 

overcome. We must continue to achieve reductions in VMT, 

even as the population continues to grow - this has been a 

continued challenge - and incentivize electrification of 

homes. Widespread electrification depends on finding ways 

to expedite the rapid deployment of electric charging 

stations throughout the State and doing so in a way that 

ensures that all communities, all communities, have access 

to clean energy and can reap the benefits of a green 

economy. 

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: With that, I'd like to 

shift to our 2021 priorities: First, catalyzing clean 

transportation; second, meeting air quality standards and 

federal attainment levels; third, supporting community 

solutions and environmental justice; fourth, achieving 

carbon neutrality; and fifth, partnering for success. 

I'm going to briefly walk through each of these 

areas. 
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--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Clean transportation is 

critical to meeting our emission goals for improving air 

quality and for achieving our statewide GHG emission 

targets. Emissions from mobile sources comprised of both 

off-road and on-road engines are responsible for 85 

percent of our NOx emissions - 85 percent - 41 percent of 

our GHG emissions or 50 if you include upstream, making it 

imperative that we accelerate the transition to 

sustainable transportation.  Quite simply, we can't 

deliver clean air without clean transportation.  It's a 

key mission and work of this organization.  

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: The Governor's 2020 

Zero-Emission Vehicle Executive Order lays out clear 

targets for phasing out combustion vehicles and we're 

aligning our regulatory goals and clean air plans with the 

Executive Order.  Unlike conventional engines, the 

emissions performance of zero-emission vehicles does not 

deteriorate over time, which means we know that 

zero-emission vehicles will stay clean even as they age, 

not the case with combustion engines, and clearly as 

evident in a number of our enforcement cases.  

As I mentioned earlier, going electric comes with 

challenges. And chief among them is whether the necessary 
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infrastructure will be ready.  We've recently created a 

new position within CARB to oversee electric 

infrastructure deployment, including close coordination 

with our sister energy agencies, as well as the utilities 

and are currently recruiting to fill that position.  It's 

a key position to support the transition to 

electrification. 

Even with an aggressive transition to 

zero-emission technologies, about 30 percent - 30 

percent - of our light-duty vehicles -- passenger vehicles 

on the road in 2045 will still have an internal combustion 

engine. It's therefore important to reduce vehicle miles 

traveled, VMT. Building from the work in the Mobile 

Source Strategy, as well as the Climate Action Plan for 

Transportation Infrastructure that CalSTA is developing 

with CARB and other State agency partners, CARB will 

leading a multi-agency process to identify actions the 

State can take to implement measures to reduce VMT as part 

of the next scoping plan. 

CARB will also rely on the CalEPA AB 74 

Transportation Carbon Neutrality Studies on demand and 

supply of fossil fuels to identify actions to recuse GHG 

emissions associated with the extraction, refining, and 

demand of petroleum fuels to inform the scoping plan 

update. 
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--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Let me now turn to air 

quality standards. With research indicating that COVID-19 

was more deadly in areas with higher ambient PM levels, 

the need to improve air quality was really brought home 

this year. And we know COVID-19 placed a tremendous 

burden on communities of color.  

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: In 2015, U.S. EPA set 

the most health-protective and stringent national ambient 

air quality standards, 70 parts per billion for and 8-hour 

ozone standard and 12 micrograms per cubic meter for 

annual PM2.5 standards.  The areas highlighted in these 

two maps have been designated nonattainment for standards. 

South Coast and San Joaquin Valley are both classified as 

extreme non-attainment and combined are home to over half 

of all Californians.  

Plans for meeting the PM2.5 standard have already 

been approved and submitted to U.S. EPA, while the 70 ppb 

ozone standard plans are due in 2022, with much of the 

technical work used to inform these plans underway. 

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: We understand the 

importance of reducing emissions in the near term for 

attainment of air quality standards, especially in the 
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South Coast and San Joaquin Valley, and reduce exposure in 

communities of concern across California. 

Staff are continuing to develop measures 

addressing locomotives and on- and off-road heavy-duty 

engines, and exploring additional potential measures.  As 

directed by the Board, we'll include more discussion on 

these and potentially other near-term actions in the final 

2020 strategy that will be presented to the Board 

mid-year -- mid this year.  

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY:  The need for 

collaboration with federal agencies on reducing emissions 

from federally regulated sources is stronger than ever. 

As you can see from this graph, CARB and the local air 

districts have been very successful at regulating State 

and local emission sources, adopting first-in-the-world 

regulations to reduce emissions by 75 percent over the 

last 20 years. We've adopted passenger vehicle light- and 

heavy-duty vehicle standards, as well as in-use diesel 

rules, such as the Truck and Bus -- the Truck and Bus 

Fleet Rule -- or Truck and Bus Rule.  

We've been so successful that by 2030, a majority 

of remaining emissions will be from sources which CARB has 

limited authority to establish emission standards without 

federal action - locomotives, interstate trucks, ships, 
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and planes. CARB and the local air districts will 

continue to work towards reaching our emission targets.  

No doubt we have more to do.  I want to make sure that's 

crystal clear. 

However, beyond what staff are developing, 

additional federal action is critical, if we're to meet 

health-based ozone standards.  We can't get there without 

federal action. It's a key part. And because many of 

these sources impact our communities near freeways, ports, 

and railyards, federal action would also reduce community 

exposure to air toxics.  As I'll discuss in a few minutes, 

we're also looking forward to renewed partnerships with 

U.S. EPA to address these challenges.  

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: It's a fundamental 

right that all Californians should be able to breathe 

clean air. With the adoption of AB 617 and the added 

focus of existing CARB programs, we're making strides 

towards cleaning up the air in California's most impacted 

communities. 

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: The Community Air 

Protection Program in 2017 -- it was launched in 2017 and 

has made significant progress in the selected communities 

under tight deadlines.  Assembly Bill 617 requires CARB to 
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co-create community plans that rely on statewide and 

regional strategies, along with local measures to reduce 

cumulative exposure to air pollution in California's most 

impacted communities.  

In 2021, CARB staff, community members and air 

districts will build on our work from previous years to 

develop new community emission reduction plans and 

implement regulations and programs to reduce emissions and 

exposure. We've made considerable progress in partnering 

with communities and in better understanding their 

concerns, but we're early in the program and have much 

more to do before we can claim it a success. 

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Understanding local air 

quality challenges, and designing, and implementing 

solutions draws on a wide range of technical information.  

CARB has worked with communities and air districts to 

develop resources and tools to help community members, air 

districts, and the public identify impacted communities.  

The tools are used to help understand and analyze 

emissions and air quality modeling, develop and implement 

community air quality modeling work, help communities 

navigate the complex world of pollution control 

technology, ensuring the data helps inform community-scale 

emission reductions programs.  
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And as we learn more about community air quality 

data, we'll continue to improve our data visualization 

tools. One example of these tools is AQview, which is 

currently in development and will focus on displaying air 

quality data collected in AB 617 communities and create a 

central hub for viewing the current air quality across the 

state. 

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Later this afternoon, 

you'll hear about the proposed new community selections 

for AB 617. Right now, I'd like to highlight some of the 

State measures coming to the Board to reduce cumulative 

exposure burden from toxic pollution across communities. 

These measures include a chrome plating control measure, 

as well as additional regulations to reduce diesel 

particulate and NOx.  

With all that said, there's still a tremendous 

amount of work to do. There are more communities in need 

than we can support in the AB 617 program, so we're 

focusing on developing resources that can be shared and 

adopting and implementing regulations that provide shared 

benefits to all Californians. 

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Let me now turn to our 

work on greenhouse gases and carbon neutrality.  In 
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California, we've seen the impacts of climate change with 

droughts, floods, and a historical year of catastrophic 

wildfire. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 

an international group of climate scientists, has called 

for the world to achieve carbon neutrality by 2045 to 

limit the worst impacts of global warming.  

To achieve this goal, we must work on both sides 

of the equation, reducing emissions from transportation, 

electricity, industry, and natural lands as close to zero 

as we can, as well as increasing carbon sequestration 

through our work with Cal Fire and other State and local 

agencies to develop healthy and resilient natural and 

working lands. 

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Achieving carbon 

neutrality by 2045 will require a commitment from all 

sectors to the economy.  CARB is developing a plan to 

achieve the 2045 goal through its 2022 Scoping Plan.  Over 

the next year, we'll be coordinating with our sister 

agencies in the State, consulting with the Environmental 

Justice Advisory Committee and working with stakeholders 

as we develop strategies to meet our 2045 goal.  

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Let me now turn to 

partnerships that are essential for our success. 
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--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: As you saw earlier in 

the presentation, CARB has a history of success in terms 

of measures adopted and achievement of reductions.  Much 

of this is because we have the most committed and capable 

staff of any air pollution control agency in the world, 

but we've only been able to make these strides in 

partnership. Our confidence that we can achieve our 

ambitious goals is built on the strength of our 

collaboration with air districts, state, and federal 

agencies, industry, environment -- environmental and 

community organizations, and the international community, 

our research partners and the small businesses.  Our 

success is actually a unified success from -- emerging 

from partnerships.  

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: We look forward to 

improving our partnerships with new -- with the new 

federal administration for sure.  CARB expects to renew 

our decades-long collaboration with U.S. EPA and other 

federal agencies.  We expect some of our recent CARB 

rulemakings will help jump start the federal efforts. 

Together, we'll tackle the emission reductions 

needed that are critical, so critical to meeting our 

public health and air quality goals.  
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--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: As noted, partnerships 

are also key to CARB's incentive programs, from the 

stakeholders and communities who help us set funding 

priorities, to the local air districts who work with us to 

administer the grants. The proposes Cap-and-Trade 

expenditure plan for fiscal years 2021 through 2022 would 

provide 325 million in funding to support the Community 

Air Protection Program through incentives to reduce 

emissions, implementation funding for local air districts 

and CARB-administered grants to community-based 

organizations to build capacity.  

The proposed expenditure plan would also provide 

635 million to support transition to zero-emission 

vehicles, FARMER, and equity projects.  

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: From a regulatory 

perspective, 2021 is going to be a very busy year, so 

we've got our seat belts on.  And it won't necessarily --

although I wouldn't necessarily characterize the 

regulation -- regulatory process as always a partnership 

with all stakeholders, once a regulation is adopted, 

successful implementation is certainly a collaborative 

effort. That's where reductions come from successful 

implementation, careful monitoring, and adjustments along 
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the way. 

You can see that we have a variety of proposed 

regulations that the Board will consider this year, from 

amendments to the Consumer Products Regulations, to 

pushing small off-road lawn and garden equipment to 

zero-emission, to inspection and maintenance requirements 

for heavy-duty trucks. 

--o0o--

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Finally, I want to 

close with a relatively new but significant partnership 

and that is with the community in Riverside. As you know, 

we're in the final stages of construction of our new 

Southern California Headquarters, the Mary D. Nichols 

Campus, a project that was at least ten years - ten 

years - in the making.  This facility is more than 400,000 

square feet and sits on 19 acres of land donated by UC 

Riverside. 

Once it opens, it will greatly expand our vehicle 

and engine testing capacity.  But more importantly, it 

will serve as a hub for all our Southern California 

activities. Our facility is the country's largest zero 

net energy building with a multitude of EV charging 

stations, and 3.75 megawatts of solar.  Staff are 

preparing to move in this summer and we're planning an 

opening celebration this fall when it's safe for us to 
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gather together.  Riverside has welcomed us into their 

community, and we're excited -- excited to be partnering 

with the Riverside Unified School District, Riverside 

Community College District, and UCR to develop an 

educational pathway from K-12 -- k through 12 through the 

University to -- as well as the universities to develop a 

strong and diverse workforce that can support CARB's new 

facility, related jobs, and the challenges that face us in 

the coming years. 

With that, let me share a short video on the 

project. 

(Thereupon a video was played.) 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: And with that, Chair, I 

just wanted to end on the really honor and privilege that 

goes with being able to be associated with this 

organization, the team, the staff across this organization 

from our technical engineers, and scientists, and 

analysts, and administrative, and technicians up and down 

this organization. It's an honor to be associated with 

the organization and work with them, as well as the 

leadership from the Board. I -- my enthusiasm and 

optimism comes from the team and the ability -- and 

leadership of this Board to take on what are tremendous 

challenges in front of them. I look forward to them in 

taking them on. And I have great confidence we'll be 
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successful. 

So on that, I conclude my remarks. So thank you. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Thank you, Mr. Corey.  

We are -- we'll now be hearing from the public 

who raised their hand to speak on this item. I'm going to 

set a -- since we're running behind schedule, I'm going to 

set a two-minute time limit on this item, and that way 

we'll be able to do three minutes for our next agenda 

item. 

Will the Board Clerk please call the first few 

commenters. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you, Madam Chair. 

We have 15 people with their hands currently raised.  If 

you wish to comment on this item, the Report to the Board 

on the California Air Resources Board program priorities, 

please raise your hand or dial star nine now.  

Our first three speakers are Iretha Warmsley, 

Steven Jimenez, And Daniel Barad.  

Iretha, I have activated your speaker.  Please 

unmute yourself and you can begin. 

IRETHA WARMSLEY:  Good evening. Hi. My name is 

Iretha. I am -- I live in -- I live in South LA. I'm 

here today to be thankful for the nomination for South Los 

Angeles for AB 617 air improvement.  

Today, because I'm thankful, I'm part of South 

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

282 

Central Los Angeles PUSH Quality Ambassadors.  And I am 

here because I am a strong support of the official 

solution for South LA.  The air quality was important to 

me, because I learned about the pollution in my community.  

I'm prepared to put 100 percent participation behind the 

process of improving our quality of air. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Iretha. 

IRETHA WARMSLEY:  I myself am an asthma sufferer, 

so I focus on health most of all. There are a lot of 

mortalities, infants, asthma sufferers, as myself.  And a 

lot of people have a lot of different ailments because of 

the air quality that we breathe.  Our communities have 

learned a lot and we've organized around our air pollution 

here in South LA. 

The opportunity to improve our air quality and 

address the legacy of contamination of oil drilling, and 

auto body shops, and dry -- dry cleaners, everything in 

our community I'm 100 percent behind that. 

And I want to take time to say that our vision 

can be accomplish.  And thank you, California Air Resource 

Board, for your consideration of South LA. We hope we can 

work together towards cleaner air and a healthier and just 

South LA. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

283 

Just for everyone's -- this is program priorities 

item. The AB 617 communities selection item is actually 

the one following this one. Just for your information.  

So our next commenter is Steven Jimenez. Steven, 

I have activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself 

and begin. 

STEVEN JIMENEZ:  Thank you, Ryan.  Thank you, 

Madam Chair and members of the Board. My name is Steven 

Jimenez. I'm a manager of Clean Air Advocacy with the 

American Lung Association. 

The first thing, I just want to congratulate the 

new Board members on joining the Air Resources Board.  And 

in the year ahead, I look forward to working with you all 

and the staff to achieve the critical clean air goals laid 

out in the presentation. 

As the Board moves forward, we respectfully 

encourage you all to continue to elevate community health 

within the context of all programs and ensure the agenda 

is as aggressive and creative as possible in meeting our 

air quality and climate goals.  

As the Board continue -- turns to the completion 

of the Mobile Source Strategy and the launch of the 

scoping plan process, we respectfully urge you to maintain 

a strong focus on the regulatory shift away from 

combustion and auto dependence and towards zero 
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emission -- zero emissions everywhere possible and 

parallel with a healthier and more sustainable 

communities, as envisioned in SB 375. 

(Inaudible) this transition will be significant 

as our air becomes cleaner and our communities are 

designed in ways that afford all residents safe, 

practical, and healthier transportation direction.  The 

technology to clean our fleets and energy sources are 

continuously being developed and put into practice.  And 

we urge you to ensure standards for cars and heavy-duty 

trucks in favor of retirement of legacy fleets. 

With this, we urge you to prioritize the 

heavy-duty inspection and maintenance programs to bring 

life-saving benefits of truck smoke -- of trucks, small 

trucks online in 2022 in coordination with the DMV and 

CHP. 

In addition -- excuse me.  In addition, we urge 

you to have continued engagement with your sister agencies 

to help correct the course of (inaudible) communities and 

VMT reduction targets that would impact whether we achieve 

our climate, health equity, and conservations goals on the 

path to 2030. 

Finally, we urge you to ensure the scoping plan 

process includes a robust public health evaluation with 

expanded metrics and comparisons of regulatory approaches 
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from the prospective community health.  

California's leadership must continue to push the 

envelope and we look to the Board the accelerate and 

strengthen existing standards and to bold in setting new 

programs in pursuit of our clean air and climate 

standards. 

We look forward to working with the Board and we 

continue -- looking forward to continue our shared mission 

of protecting public health through cleaner air for all. 

Thank you for your time.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Or next speaker is Daniel Barad. After Daniel, 

we have Ranji George, Kevin Maggay, and Wayne Nastri.  

Daniel, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can unmute yourself and begin. 

DANIEL BARAD: Good afternoon, Chair and members.  

Daniel Barad on behalf of Sierra Club California. 

The priorities that Mr. Corey has identified for 

the year ahead are exciting and ambitious, but not too 

ambitious for the moment we are in. CARB needs to 

continue to identify ways to cut local and climate 

pollution. It must accelerate its existing efforts to 

protect public health and combat the climate crisis.  

We look forward to working with CARB on its 

efforts to advance the adoption of zero-emission heavy- 
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and light-duty vehicles, to reduce air pollution within 

and from buildings through building electrification, and 

to identify through the scoping plan additional 

opportunities to substantially reduce greenhouse gas 

pollution to meet the targets that we know we need to meet 

to save the planet and ensure that we have a livable 

future. 

Thank you very much and we look forward to a 

productive year. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Ranji George.  I have 

activated your microphone.  You can go ahead and begin. 

RANJI GEORGE: Good afternoon, Board members.  

Thank you for the new Board members for your graciousness 

and the fairness by which you are conducting these 

meetings. And thank you, Mr. Corey, for presenting ARB's 

achievements the last few years.  

But going forward, I would urge the Board members 

to take a much more positive view of fuel cell technology, 

hydrogen fuel cells.  I was honored to be the scientist at 

South Coast working with my boss there Dr. Alan Lloyd, 

which some of you may know.  We introduced hydrogen fuel 

cells and demonstrated the clear safety of hydrogen.  And 

we were the first in the state and in the globe to do 

that. And we -- and delegations from all over the world 
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came and visited us.  

And then we went and helped ARB form the 

California Fuel Cell Partnership. And through that 

efforts, we proposed the hydrogen corridor.  But from 2005 

around, it -- hydrogen fell bad.  I mean, it was exiled it 

seems in California.  The reason why it happened -- and by 

the way, right now, Europe, Japan, and, Korea they are far 

ahead in hydrogen technologies compared to California.  

Huge investments.  

Right now, the main reason why hydrogen is 

failing is because of the term "cost effectiveness".  Now, 

please, I urge you to take a more sophisticated view of 

cost effectiveness. Consider short-term, medium-term, 

long-term cost effectiveness. Because it was considered 

as an elementary understanding of cost effectiveness, we 

have been funding natural gas combustion in the hundreds 

of millions and battery technologies at the expense of 

fuel cell technology.  

I urge you, like a good portfolio manager would 

advise every Board member, have a combination of 

short-term, medium-term and long-term, and make sure that 

portfolio is kept -- that's what we did under Dr. Lloyd 

and that's what I urge you to do that. 

Amazon did it and Amazon put --

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

288 

RANJI GEORGE: -- an emphasis and they have 

succeeded so well with the --

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

RANJI GEORGE: -- existing --

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Our next speaker is Kevin 

Maggay. Kevin, I have activated your microphone.  You can 

go ahead and begin. 

KEVIN MAGGAY: Thank you, Ryan. Good afternoon, 

Board members. Once again, my name is Kevin Maggay and 

I'm with SoCalGas.  Thank you for the presentation.  CARB 

has some big Challenges ahead and will clearly be busy 

this year. And we look forward to taking part in each of 

our relevant proceedings.  I look forward to helping staff 

as best that we can. 

I did though want to comment on the slide 

addressing near-term needs.  We support the long-term 

zero-emission transportation goals.  But in order to get 

meaningful near-term reductions in transportation, we need 

to rely on commercially available cost effective 

technologies. Since funds are limited, we need to get the 

most bang for our buck. So the cleanest commercially 

available heavy-duty truck technology is the low-NOx 0.02 

gram engine, but that wasn't mentioned in the 

presentation. That engine should be leveraged to the 

maximum extent possible to get emission reductions in the 
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near term. 

The Omnibus and the Advanced Clean Truck 

Regulations get minimal emission reductions before 2030 

and they got no emission reductions to meet the near-term 

attainment dates.  The South Coast has to meet attainment 

by 2023 and the San Joaquin Valley has to meet attainment 

by 2024 and 2025. 

CARB made commitments to turn over trucks to low 

NOx or better to meet attainment. They made these 

commitments in the South Coast AQMP and in the San Joaquin 

Valley SIP supplement.  And I think it's imperative to 

follow through with those commitments to address near-term 

needs. 

CARB committed to incentivizing the turnover of 

33,000 heavy-duty trucks to low NOx or better by 2024 in 

the San Joaquin valley alone. 33,000 trucks by 2024 in 

San Joaquin Valley.  In the SIP supplement, CARB committed 

to starting this turnover of trucks in 2021, but I didn't 

see that in the presentation.  

And I don't see why that wouldn't be a priority, 

because as was said, we can't deliver clean air without 

clean transportation.  So I recommend leveraging available 

technologies to get near-term reductions and I recommend 

prioritizing the commitments to incentivize the turnover 

of 33,000 heavy-duty trucks by 2024.  
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Thanks. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Wayne Nastri. After Wayne, 

we have Matt Holmes, LaDonna Williams, and Reynaldo 

Barillas. 

Wayne, I have activated your microphone.  You can 

unmute yourself and begin. 

WAYNE NASTRI: Thank you.  Can you hear me? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Yep, we can. 

WAYNE NASTRI: Great. Good afternoon, Madam 

Chair. My name is Wayne Nastri.  I'm Executive Officer of 

the South Coast Air Quality Management District. 

Congratulations on your appointment and we look forward to 

working with you on our common clean air goals.  

We share a daunting challenge since South Coast 

suffers from some of the worst air quality in the nation 

and fails to attain both federal ozone and PM standards. 

And while we appreciate seeing meeting air quality 

standards as a priority, we need much more. 

We need a definitive path for attainment by 2023 

and 2031 as required by federal law.  Over 80 percent of 

the smog-forming emissions in South Coast are from mobile 

sources with trucks being the largest culprit.  The 

authority to regulate those trucks lies squarely with CARB 

and the federal government. 

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

291 

In order for us to meet the federal standards, we 

need to eliminate roughly 45 and 55 percent in NOx 

emissions by 2023 and 2031 respectively.  The mobile 

source strategies that we're working with your staff rely 

heavily on accelerated and widespread adoption of 

zero-emission technologies.  It's a goal that we share and 

are working towards. 

But absent significant incentive dollars, we 

differ in our optimism for an accelerated rollout and do 

not believe that the current strategies will meet the 

attainment deadlines.  For example, CARB's Project 800 to 

become a reality, it -- an order for 800 zero-emission 

trucks is possible, but we need 200,000 older diesel 

trucks replaced in a few years, just to give you an idea 

of the magnitude that we're dealing with.  

And so while it's possible to get those orders, 

it's entirely another question as to whether they'll be 

delivered, deployed, and whether there will be sufficient 

infrastructure in place. 

So we urge CARB to redouble its efforts and work 

with South Coast to meet the ozone and PM attainment 

deadlines. And this includes partnering with us to 

develop a federal strategy to make sure EPA is doing all 

that it can and be held accountable for actions where it 

also has clear authority. 
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Together, we can and must ensure that all 

Californians can breath easier. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Thank you. Our next speaker is Matt Holmes. 

Matt, I have activate your microphone.  You can unmute 

yourself and begin. 

MATT HOLMES: There we go. Sorry about that. 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak on the priorities 

outlined here. I share almost all of these. And, you 

know, I salute you for putting them in this program. And 

I think we've scene really well written stuff come out of 

CARB before. I think the rubber hits the road when it 

gets into implementation, particularly in the regional air 

districts. You know, to hear, you know, focus on 

community sources of pollution coming out of CARB is 

refreshing. 

But, you know, I've been working in two AB 617 

communities that kind of had to invent their port strategy 

on the fly. They didn't have the expertise of CARB in 

their -- in their wheelhouse. We had to coordinate 

education and training around those issues.  So hopefully, 

CARB can help use this year's priorities to help stitch 

together the 617 process, so that we traumatize less 

communities with what appears to be like a zero learning 

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

293 

curve from community to community.  

I was also pleased to hear in here that you value 

exposure reduction strategies.  I think we're hearing from 

people that there's a lot of question marks around 

cost-benefit analysis, around current emission reduction 

strategies. And I'll go back to my comments earlier, 

every day we're left out in this exposure, you're 

permanently damaging the genetic material of Californians. 

Please encourage the regional air districts to 

value exposure reductions, include -- especially in their 

617 process. We are told by our public information 

officer in the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control 

District that AB 617 has no public health mandate and that 

it is just an emission reduction strategy. And that's the 

only thing that they're allowed to prioritize.  

And, you know, I've read it.  It's in English and 

it sure reads different to me.  So I'd love to see the 

high-minded stuff that I hear in these meetings filtered 

down to where the rubber hits the road in communities like 

Stockton. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you.  Our next 

speaker is LaDonna Williams.  LaDonna, I have activated 

your microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 

LaDONNA WILLIAMS:  Yes. Good afternoon again. 
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LaDonna Williams, All Positives Possible.  I just wanted 

to point to the presentation that Mr. Corey did that 

talked about racial equity strides that CARB is making. 

I'd like to know how are you checking off the boxes to see 

if, in fact, those really are strides in benefiting the 

community. 

I noticed on your chart of challenges to 

overcome, you had racial justice at the bottom of the 

list. So I'd like to know, you know, how committed are 

you really -- is CARB really to racial justice when it's 

at the bottom of the list of these challenges in you guys 

view to overcome. 

Then when we also looked over at the 2021 

priorities list, I didn't see racial justice on that list. 

I saw environmental justice in the middle of it.  But 

again, for communities like mine, that is impacted heavily 

by polluting industry -- and just the other day, having 

Phillips 66 have, as they labeled it, an upset on the 

site, and not being transparent about what me, and my 

family, and my neighbors are being killed by.  Down the 

way, Richmond had two compromises of toxics releases in 

the air. 

These are the communities that are sick and 

dying. Yet, when we come before you all, you reduce our 

time from three minutes to two minute to tell you, while 
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you allow the Board, respectfully, bu the Board goes on, 

and on, and on and drains our valuable time to be able to 

come to you and share what our concerns are, that are 

life-threatening. That tells us how important we are to 

you. 

So we need this structure changed where the 

community is respected and everybody on here, this 

community, should be outraged that our time has been 

reduced on such important issues that we have to bring 

before you, and sound like a rambling tape that's out of 

control, because we're trying to talk so fast to get this, 

while we sit for hours and hours listening to you all 

talk. 

So we want to see this culture change, so that 

there is really true collaboration and respect both ways, 

but particularly of those of these communities that you 

are paid and tasked to protect.  And you cannot pass the 

buck down only to the regional -- to the local air 

districts --

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

LaDONNA WILLIAMS: -- to do this -- excuse me --

to do this job. CARB needs to oversee them and ensure 

that you're protecting our health. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

LaDONNA WILLIAMS:  Thank you. 
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BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speakER Reynaldo Barillas.  

After Reynaldo, we have Jon Costantino, Shayda 

Azamian, and a phone number ending in 463.  

Reynaldo, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can unmute yourself and begin. 

REYNALDO BARILLAS:  Thank you, everyone.  My name 

is Reynaldo Barillas.  And I'm speaking as an individual 

on the history of Watts and its inclusion within AB 617. 

This history of Watts is full of inequitable and 

racist decisions made by several institutions that left 

residents voiceless and alone to face harmful 

consequences. As a result, Watts residents many other 

South Los Angeles residents are subject to extreme air 

pollution that is above national annual standards and have 

to live with the fact that their life expectancies are 

diminishing as a result of this air pollution. 

Instead of including these communities within AB 

617 or giving them the resources, CARB is forcing these 

communities to compete for these resources that they need. 

These communities within Watts are frontline 

communities and need adequate resources to address this 

air pollution. Watts needs to be included as an AB 617 

community and not excluded from these residents -- these 

resources. 
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I would like to thank everyone on the Board and 

thank everyone for giving me the opportunity to speak, and 

thank you everyone for your hard work within these trying 

times. 

That is all. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Jon Costantino.  Jon, I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

JON COSTANTINO: Thank you. Can you hear me?  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can. 

JON COSTANTINO: Great. Good afternoon, Chairman 

Randolph and new and existing Board members.  I'm Jon 

Costantino and I'm here today speaking on behalf of 

Trillium. Trillium is a provider of alternative fuels and 

infrastructure for the heavy-duty sector, including 

hydrogen, electrification, and renewable natural gas.  

I'd like to call the Board's attention to two 

slides on this presentation in particular, slide 18 and 

25. Eighteen focuses on near-term needs.  And that's 

great, but it misses acknowledging the single largest 

source, which is on-road mobile sources in the heavy-duty 

sector. 

In 2021, the Mobile Source Strategy will come up. 

The Carl Moyer Incentive Program is currently being 
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amended. The Clean Fleets Rule is being drafted.  Clean 

Transportation Funding Plan is not yet final and the 

scoping plan is kicking off.  

Any of those efforts could help address near-term 

needs if they just highlighted and sent the right market 

signals that low NOx and 90 percent cleaner than diesel 

trucks can be and are available today.  

Moving on to slide 25, which went pretty quick in 

the presentation, I just wanted to highlight that this 

Board hasn't yet acted on what carbon neutrality means. 

Carbon neutrality is multi-faceted.  And what you saw on 

that slide of a zero combustion scenario for every piece 

of the California economy is just that, one scenario, and 

would fully expect that in the scoping plan process, there 

would be analysis and review to ensure if that's really 

the right way to go, or there's other scenarios which get 

us 90 percent zero emission, or some other more cost 

effective way. 

And that's it. Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Shayda Azamian.  Shayda, I 

have activated your microphone. You can go ahead and 

begin. 

SHAYDA AZAMIAN: Thank you, CARB Board and staff 

for this presentation on program priorities.  I'm Shayda 
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Azamian from the Leadership Counsel based in Fresno. And 

welcome to the new Board members here today. CARB has 

great work ahead of it to achieve its greenhouse gas and 

toxic emissions it is tasked to meet, as seen in the 

recent report on your work by the California State 

Auditor. 

We encourage CARB to leverage the scoping plan 

update to set a course for ambitious health protective 

climate regulation that supports environmental justice 

communities to identify sustained funding for climate 

resilience and clean air programs beyond the unjust 

Cap-and-Trade system, and ensure that ZEV interest 

infrastructure is available to the most disadvantaged 

communities. 

I also appreciate the discussion on creative 

partnerships and would like to zero in on this in the 

context of the 617 program. A key goal of the 617 

program, other than enforceable emissions reductions, 

should be transformed working relationships between 

community members and agencies.  We're witnessing growing 

pains in the program.  And going forward, there needs to 

be more creative collaboration to protect the affected 

communities from lethal pollution they're living in and 

less weight given to the limitations of agencies' working 

relationships. 
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The call of 617 must be met with response to 

fundamentally and advantageously shift the culture of 

cross-agency work of pollution management and of community 

partnerships at CARB and at air districts. 

What we're learning in 617 must be applied to all 

of CARB's work.  Environmental Justice principles and 

practices must become the lifeblood motivating all of 

CARB's work. And CARB cannot hope to meet its mandates 

without broad participation and representation from all 

California residents.  

We also strongly agree with the comments made by 

Diane Takvorian earlier today that community members must 

be included in the research and development of data. The 

first and foremost air quality priority of many 

environmental justice communities is to directly reduce 

and eliminate toxic emissions at the source, the truest 

advancement of the principle do no harm. We urge CARB to 

remember this absolute standard, and framework, and EJ 

work, which is first and foremost to do no harm and 

eliminate warming and toxic emissions at the source.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  I'm just going to request that 

if anyone would like to comment on this item and hasn't 

yet risen their hand and put themselves in the queue, if 
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you could put yourself in the queue within the next five 

minutes, so by about 4:45. Make sure you sign up and -- 

because we'll be closing the queue at that time, and then 

we'll finish the comments.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you, Madam Chair. 

And just a reminder, this is the program 

priorities item. The AB 617 community selection will be 

the next item. 

So our next speaker is a phone number ending in 

463. After that, we have Linda Cleveland, Enrique 

Rodriguez, and Jason Meggs.  

So phone number ending in 463, you can unmute 

yourself. 

KENNETT TAYLOR: Hi.  Good afternoon.  My name is 

Kennett Taylor from California. And I have a solution. 

I've been having to really accelerate CARB's efforts for 

clean air, but I have a solution that will do it for the 

entire globe. 

I found out -- when I found out that cars emit 32 

percent of the carbon emissions of the world, and 

factories 37 percent, I pursued this about 12 years ago, 

and found out that if everybody shut their cars -- this 

was research and this is -- this could -- this is even on 

the Department of Energy's website.  After ten seconds, if 
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everybody this, it's cheaper to shut your car off at a 

signal right, your gasoline-powered cars, than -- and -- 

than to leave it running. 

And I found out that after ten seconds -- and 

this is a fact, scientific fact. So the question becomes 

how do we educate the public about if they shut off their 

cars, it will increase their gas mileage.  It will 

increase -- it will lower pollution, and that if they did 

it, it would reduce carbon emissions by 20,255,000 tons. 

I have the scientific evidence on it and it's in my 

website, smartc02solutions.com, if anybody wants to go to 

it. And the links are there for the Department of Energy 

in Washington D.C.  

So what we have to do is educate the public to 

shut off their cars while they're at Chick-Fil-A and 

In-N-Out Burger, and Costco gas stations. And we don't 

realize --

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Fifteen seconds.  

KENNETT TAYLOR: -- how much -- How much? 

BOARD cLERK SAKAZAKI: Ten seconds. 

KENNETT TAYLOR: Okay.  So we just want Governor 

Newsom to do an Executive Order that includes an idling 

mandatory ordinance, so that all the mayors of California 

can institute idling ordinances that are bold.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 
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Before we go, can we get your name one more time, 

please? 

KENNETT TAYLOR: Kennett Taylor. I'm the CEO, 

owner, founder of -- and my website is www -- 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Okay. Thank you. 

KENNETT TAYLOR:  Okay. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  All right.  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Linda Cleveland. Linda, I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

LINDA CLEVELAND:  Hi. Thank you for having this 

meeting this afternoon.  I am representing the Watts Clean 

Air and Energy Committee. And I'm here to speak on AB 

617. We were thoroughly disappointed to find out at the 

ninth hour that Watts is not being included in the 

boundaries for the new community to be part of AB 617.  

It's so disappointing. We finally got to the point where 

we thought that people are finally becoming aware and 

taking notice that our communities are being polluted, 

that our childrens are having health disparities, and that 

the data would be collected to prove these facts.  And 

then we find out last night that the boundaries are 

described in such a way that Watts is excluded again.  

We want to be at the table. We want to be there 

when decisions are being made about our community.  Our 
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community is worth the effort of everyone caring and 

caring about the people who live in our area.  And that's 

all I have to say today. 

Thank you so much. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Jason Meggs.  But I'd like to 

give one more announcement that this is the program 

priorities. If you want to comment on the AB 617 

community selection, please lower your hand and we will --

and raise it for the next item, and we'll call on you 

then. 

So our next speaker is Jason Meggs.  Jason, I 

have activated your microphone. You can go ahead and 

begin --

JASON MEGGS: Good evening and welcome. Thank 

you. This is Jason Meggs, CARB climate policy veteran 

with some great news. What if we could have zero-emission 

vehicles now instead of never?  

Electric bicycles, e-bikes, and other lightweight 

electric vehicles, LEVs, including electric cargo bikes 

can substitute excellently for light-, medium-, and even 

some heavy-duty vehicles for a surprisingly large share of 

everyday California trips.  And they do so with a tiny 

fraction of the carbon, resource, and energy use allowing 

rapid increase with the existing electric grid unlike 
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electric cars. 

Electric bicycles are often faster than a car, 

both for travel time and parking. Even better, e-bikes 

increase equity across ages, abilities, and income levels.  

They provide accessible, affordable transport to millions 

of people who face challenges today due to lack of public 

transport, severely exacerbated by the pandemic.  

However, bikes need a boost.  As we near one 

billion dollars spent on other ZEVs, CARB has been 

surprisingly slow to invest in e-bikes.  AB 32 mandated 

that we achieve maximum, technologically feasible, and 

cost-effective greenhouse gas emissions reductions.  Well, 

bicycles satisfy both.  

There's no more energy efficient land vehicle. 

And to say they're cost effective is an incredible 

understatement. For the rebates, we've offered to lower 

income families and disadvantaged communities to purchase 

just a single electric car, we could outfit the entire 

family with debt-free travel freedom, ongoing support, 

making their communities much healthier and more livable 

in the process. 

Picture a California where bicycling is a happy 

norm far and wide.  We must make this happen.  Not only 

are bicycles inexpensive to provide, but their benefits to 

public health and their boost to our local and State 
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economies are remarkable and very well studied. 

What better way to begin than immediately and 

wholeheartedly with this year's program priorities.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Antonia Ballesteros.  After 

that, we have William Elrick, Lonnie M, and our last 

speaker will be Ignacio Fernandez.  

So Antonio, I will -- I have activated your 

microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 

Antonio? 

Are you there? If you're having technical 

difficulties, you can call the call-in number and access 

code on the screen. 

We'll quickly move -- we'll move on to William 

Elrick. William, I have activated your microphone.  

WILLIAM ELRICK: Great. Thank you.  

As you said, my name is Bill Elrick.  I'm the 

Executive Director at the California Fuel Cell 

Partnership. And I wanted to welcome Chair Randolph and 

congratulate you on your appointment.  We're really 

excited about these program priorities that Richard Corey 

and staff have laid out and eager to continue working with 

CARB to achieve our common air quality and climate change 

goals. 
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This is especially in light of the Governor's new 

a hundred percent ZEV sales objectives and CARB's recent 

hydrogen self-sufficiency report that outlined the 

California light-duty hydrogen fuel cell vehicle market 

can be self-sustaining by 2030.  

This would give California and the world the 

first market-based sustainable ZEV market, moving beyond 

the generous public subsidies required to get it started. 

More so, how success in that light-duty market will enable 

and hasten successful fuel cell truck and bus deployments 

meeting the state's heavy-duty sales and emissions 

targets, as well as supporting the green hydrogen 

integration into the power sector and expanding our 

renewable energy opportunities.  

So I want to thank CARB for your continued 

leadership, support, and engagement, including CARB staff, 

and especially Vice Chair Berg's participation over the 

last year as well and look forward to continued 

collaboration in achieving our common ZEV objectives.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

We'll go to Antonio.  Antonio, I've asked you to 

unmute, if you are there. 

Okay. We'll -- Antonio we'll come back to you. 

Let's go to Lonnie.  Lonnie, I have activated your 
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microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 

LONNIE MASON: Quick question.  I think there's 

something wrong with your system.  I had to log out and 

log back in, because I had my hand raised before we went 

on a break and neither one of you guys noticed this.  So I 

don't know if it's on your end or not.  And if you can 

check into that. 

Okay. Thank you. My name is Lonnie Mason, 

Executive Director of First Generation Environmental 

Health and Economic Development, based out the Bayview 

Hunters Point community. 

One of the things that I wanted to talk about is 

in regards to this process, for -- you know, for one.  But 

most importantly I wanted to talk about the issue that 

affect disadvantaged communities.  Born in San Francisco 

in the Bayview Hunters Point community where I have 

various friends, you know, and family members that have 

cancer. Over half of my family member has asthma due to 

the quality of air in that particular neighborhood.  

I also grew up in the East Bay in East Oakland, 

where I went to high school. And there's a lot of family 

and friends that are over there too that suffer through 

respiratory problems due to the 880 Highway, where we have 

numerous vehicles, diesel trucks that drive down that 

highway, as well as 580.  And a lot of these people are 
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dying, not only in these disadvantaged communities, we're 

talking about Vallejo, you know, we're talking about 

Bay-O-Vista, Richmond, et cetera.  

But most importantly, Mr. Corey, you did an 

excellent job. I appreciate your presentation.  But we 

understand that, you know, in these disadvantaged 

community -- disadvantaged communities, we're suffering.  

We're dying. And in a process like this, you need more 

time, more transparency when it comes to the community. 

We can't just do it in 20 -- I mean, two minutes, sir. We 

need more time. 

And so I hope, you know, that the Board -- and I 

want to congratulate the new Board members too as well.  

The Board will be able to come back and address these 

issues and give the community more time to be able to 

address the issues that concern their community, like, you 

know, communities such as Watts.  You know, they're -- you 

know, they'r hurting -- 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

LONNIE MASON: -- and they need assistance as 

well. So I appreciate it.  Thank you for your time.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Antonio, are you there? 

ANTONIO BALLESTEROS:  I'm sorry. I'm sorry, man. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: We can hear you. 
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ANTONIO BALLESTEROS:  My phone is not working 

correctly. I'm sorry. Pass another person.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Okay. 

Ignacio Fernandez, I have activated your 

microphone. You can go ahead and begin.  

IGNACIO FERNANDEZ: Hi. Good afternoon.  This is 

Ignacio Fernandez. I'm a Senior Advisory on Climate 

Policy Southern California Edison. 

First of all, I wanted to congratulate the Chair, 

the new Board members in arriving at the Air Resources 

Board. Wish you plenty of success.  I'm sure you will be. 

Along with congratulating the new members and the 

old members to say hi, I wanted to more than make an -- 

make a comment -- I wanted to make a quest -- make a 

question, especially to Mr. Corey, about the planning for 

the upcoming scoping plan update.  

We are eager -- many community-based 

organizations, and companies, and the private sector, we 

are eager to start participating.  We have lots of very 

challenging aspects related to the scoping plan coming up.  

And according to last year's hearing, the scoping plan 

update kick-off meeting would have started about this 

time. We understand all the changes, new challenges 

coming from D.C., very welcome challenges on that hand, a 

new Board, but we'd like to have a little bit more clarity 
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on the timing and the contents, so we can start working as 

soon as possible. 

Thank you once again and congratulation to the 

Board. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Antonio, you are our last commenter for this 

item. Are you ready to speak?  

Antonio, are you there? 

Unfortunately, Antonio, we'll have to move on.  

So, Madam Chair, that concludes the list of commenters for 

this item. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: All right. Thank you, Ryan.  

This is an informational item, so we don't have to 

officially close the record. I see Board Member Kracov 

has a question or comment. If any other Board members 

have a question or comment, you can click the raise hand 

symbol. I will note we have quite a few people waiting 

for our 617 item, so we want to keep this discussion 

fairly expeditious.  

All right. Go ahead. 

BOARD MEMBER KRACOV:  Will do, Chair. I want to 

thank Mr. Corey for that just awesome and inspiring 

presentation on priorities.  What privilege, what a gift 

the Governor has given me of the opportunity to lean on --

lean in on all these issues with you.  And the new 
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Riverside facility in the South Coast, I hear that the 

South Coast rep gets a big office there, so I'm very 

excited about that. 

In all seriousness, just two things.  First, the 

racial equity work.  I want all of our staff and our new 

Deputy EO Fletcher to know that this work is a priority 

for me. I want to be an ally, lean how I can uplift this 

work, including the internal DARE activities, in a way 

that's appropriate for a Board member.  So I want to be an 

ally. 

And since our South Coast Executive Director, Mr. 

Nastri, spoke about our 2024 ozone attainment date in the 

South Coast, the imperative need for near-term measures, 

let me second all that, and also apologize to all of you 

in advance, because I probably am going to seem like a 

broken record on these issues during my tenure serving 

with you on this Board.  Ozone attainment in 2024, goods 

movement, mobile sources, we're biting our nails literally 

overall all this in the South Coast. As a South Coast 

Board member, these near-term ozone reductions are, 

probably along with 617, the top priority.  

So I wanted to just say that, Chair.  Thank you 

for the opportunity to chime in.  

CHAIR RANDOLPH: All right. Thank you very much. 

Okay. I think we are ready to move on to our 
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next agenda item. 

Since we have a lot of new folks who have joined 

the meeting, I am going to go ahead and have the Board 

Clerk repeat the process for how we are going to conduct 

the meeting. So I'm going to start with some basic 

information and then I can let the Board Clerk chime in.  

We are conducting this meeting with Zoom and we 

are trying to mirror our normal Board process as much as 

possible, but there will be some differences.  We request 

your patience and understanding if any technical problems 

arise. 

Interpretation services will be provided in 

Spanish. If are you joining us using zoom, there is a 

button labeled interpretation on the Zoom screen.  Click 

on that interpretation button, and select Spanish, to hear 

the meeting in Spanish.  

(Interpreter translated in Spanish) 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Okay. And I will turn it over 

to Board Clerk Sakazaki to provide additional information. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you, Chair Randolph.  

Good afternoon, everyone.  My name is Ryan and I am one of 

the Board Clerks.  I will provide some information on how 

public participation will be organized for this afternoon. 

If you wish to make a verbal comment on one of 

the Board items or if you want to make a comment during 
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the open comment period at the end of today's meeting, you 

must be using the Zoom webinar or calling in by telephone.  

If you are currently watching the webcast on CAL-SPAN, but 

wish to comment, please register for the Zoom webinar or 

call in. Information for both can be found on the public 

agenda. 

To make a verbal comment, we will be using the 

raised hand feature on zoom.  If you wish to speak on a 

Board item -- on a Board item, please virtually raise your 

hand as soon as the item has begun to let us know you wish 

to speak. 

To do this, if you are using a computer or 

tablet, there is a raise hand button.  If you are calling 

in on the telephone, dial star nine to raise your hand.  

Even if you have previously registered and indicated which 

item you wished to speak, please your hand at the 

beginning of the item. If you don't raise your hand, your 

chances to speak will be skipped. 

If you are giving your verbal in Spanish, please 

indicate so at the beginning of your testimony and our 

translator will assist you. During your comment, please 

pause after each sentence to allow for the interpreter to 

translate your comment into English.  When the comment 

period starts, the order of commenters will be determined 

by who raises their hand first.  I will call each 
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commenter by name, and then activate each commenter when 

it is their turn to speak. For those calling in, I will 

identify you by the last three digits of your phone 

number. 

We will not show a list of commenters.  However, 

I will be announcing the next three or so commenters in 

the queue, so you are ready to testify and know who is 

coming next. Please note that your video will not be 

on -- please note that you will not be on video during 

your comment. 

I would also like to remind every, commenters, 

Board, and CARB staff to please state your name for the 

record before you speak.  This is important in this remote 

meeting setting, and especially important for those 

calling in to testify. We will have a time limit for each 

commenter. The normal time limit is three minutes, though 

this could change based on the Chair's discretion.  Based 

on -- during public testimony, you will see a timer on 

screen. For those calling in by phone, we will run the 

timer and let you know when you have 30 seconds left and 

when your time is up.  

If you wish to submit written comments today, 

please visit CARB's send-us-your-comments page or look at 

the public agenda on our webpage for links to send these 

documents electronically.  Comments will accepted on each 
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item until the Chair closes the record for the Board item.  

I would like to give a friendly reminder to 

everyone to please mute yourself when you're not speaking 

to avoid background noise.  And also, when you do speak, 

please speak from quiet location.  

If you experience any technical difficulties, 

please call (805)772-2717 so an IT person can assist. 

This number is noted on the public agenda. 

Thank you. I'd like to turn it back to Chair 

Randolph now. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. The last item on 

today's agenda is Item number 21-1-8, Assembly Bill 617 

Community Air Protection Program, Consideration of New 

Communities. 

If you wish to comment on the item, please click 

the raise-hand button or dial star nine now and we will 

call on you when we get to the public comment portion.  

Assembly Bill 617 requires community-focused 

action to reduce air pollution and improve public health 

in communities that experience a disproportionate burden 

from exposure to air pollutants.  We recognize that this 

past year has been challenging for everyone. However, the 

burdened communities that are the focus of AB 617 have 

been hardest hit with the effects of the pandemic. This 

highlights the continued need for this program to help 
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reduce emissions and exposure experienced by residents. 

In 2018, in the first year of the AB 617 Program, 

the Board selected ten communities to launch it. In 2019, 

this Board selected three additional communities to deploy 

air monitoring or to develop emissions reduction programs.  

Today, for Board consideration, staff will 

present their recommendations for adding new communities 

to the 13 communities already in the program.  

As part of this annual process to consider adding 

new communities into the program, we also want to 

recognize and applaud the work that the currently selected 

communities are making. Those selected communities have 

been busy. The Community steering committee members 

continue to work together to deploy monitoring systems, as 

well as to implement and develop emissions reduction 

programs. 

Community members, as part of the AB 617 

Consultation Group, have also been working to approve --

improve the effectiveness of the overall program 

blueprint. Staff will touch on these items and also 

discuss some actions implemented to benefit burdened 

communities throughout the State. 

Mr. Corey, would you please introduce this item.  

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Yes. Thanks, Chair. 

Since the selection of the first communities in 
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this program, air districts and staff have been working 

with community-based organizations and community members 

to develop plans that will reduce air pollution emissions 

and exposure in selected communities.  Air districts have 

convened community steering committees that include many 

members that live, work, or own businesses in the 

community. In coordination with these steering 

committees, air districts have begun deploying community 

air monitoring systems, implementing emission reduction -- 

and implementing emission reduction programs for the 

initial communities selected in 2018, and developing 

community emission reduction programs for communities 

selected in 2019. 

And as you noted, the key focus of this item 

today is the Board's consideration of selecting new 

additional communities to participate in the AB 617 

Community Air Protection Program. 

Community members and air districts nominate 

communities for Board consideration every year and provide 

these nominations to CARB. In developing the community 

recommendations being presented to the Board today, staff 

drew from these recommendations and a number of criteria, 

including past Board direction.  

Important to today's -- to the Board's decision 

is ensuring there are sufficient resources in the budget 
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funding to support effective implementation for previously 

selected communities, ongoing implementation.  

With this in mind, staff is recommending only a 

limited number of new communities to make sure we get it 

right. I'll now ask Liliana Nunez from our Office of 

Community Air Protection to begin the staff presentation.  

Liliana. 

(Thereupon a slide presentation.) 

OCAP AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST NUNEZ:  Thank you, 

Richard. And good afternoon, Madam Chair and members of 

the Board. We are excited to present to you our 

recommendation of new communities where targeted actions 

will be developed to reduce air emissions and exposure for 

local residents. 

--o0o--

OCAP AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST NUNEZ:  Before we 

present the community recommendation process, I will give 

updates on various aspects of the AB 617 Program, 

including already selected communities and the status of 

the development and implementation of emissions reduction 

programs and community air monitoring plans. And in the 

interests of time, we are going to have to skip a few 

slides in the presentation to allow for more time for 

discussion and public comment.  

Of course, we can come back to any slide, if more 
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clarification is needed. 

--o0o--

OCAP AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST NUNEZ:  First, I'd 

like to provide some background on the communities already 

in the program. 

In September 2018, the CARB Board selected the 

first ten communities, and in December 2019, selected an 

additional three communities for air monitoring, emissions 

reduction programs, or both, as depicted on this map.  

The selected communities represent a diverse 

group of areas and they vary in geographic size, 

population density, and air pollution concerns.  

Community steering committees have been formed 

for each one of the 13 selected communities, and this 

represents over 400 local stakeholders participating 

throughout California.  

This Board has approved all seven community 

emission reduction programs for the 2018 selected 

communities. And from these programs, a variety of 

community-specific strategies have emerged to reduce air 

emissions and exposure at the local level.  

--o0o--

OCAP AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST NUNEZ: Yeah, 

slide -- slide, six.  Thank you.  

The next few slides will provide an overview of 
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the implementation status of community air monitoring 

plans developed under AB 617. These documents are -- 

these documents are created in partnership between local 

air districts and community steering committees that 

describe air monitoring activities designed to meet 

localized needs of each community. 

And while air monitoring objectives range across 

the ten communities that have developed air monitoring 

plans, four common themes have emerged: characterizing 

local emission sources, determining areas with the highest 

pollutant concentrations, informing and tracking progress 

of community emissions reduction programs, and providing 

real-time air quality information to the community in a 

way that is useful and easy to understand.  

--o0o--

OCAP AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST NUNEZ: An 

important planning step is the selection of appropriate 

monitoring methods and tools to support the plan's 

programmatic and monitoring objectives, while considering 

the applicability, reliability, and quality of the data. 

Over 20 new regulatory grade monitoring locations 

have been established in communities by air districts to 

measure criteria and toxic air pollutants, including 

metals. 

Mobile monitoring has been used in multiple 
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communities to quantify pollutants along roadways, 

identify fugitive emissions at industrial sites, and 

characterize areas with elevated pollutant concentrations.  

To date, tens of thousands of miles of mobile monitoring 

have been conducted in AB 617 communities. 

And 150 new air sensors have been deployed by 

district monitoring plans and hundreds more were deployed 

through other community-led monitoring projects.  

Several of these community-led monitoring 

project -- monitoring networks have been included in 

district air monitoring plans, including the IVAN network 

developed by Comite Civico del Valle in Southern 

California. And networks developed by Groundwork 

Richmond, and Physicians, Scientist, and Engineers in the 

Bay Area. 

Another important technology used in communities, 

particularly those with refineries, is fenceline 

monitoring. Many of these fenceline monitoring programs 

were implemented to support existing air district 

regulations. And they're being used to support community 

air monitoring objectives under AB 617.  

--o0o--

OCAP AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST NUNEZ: The 

resulting increase in available air quality information 

allows communities and districts to develop strategies and 
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take action to reduce air quality impacts.  Community 

monitoring data has been used to support several actions.  

For example: 

Monitoring data and community requests were used 

to issue notices of violation due to excessive fugitive 

emissions from petroleum storage facilities.  Community 

reports complement air monitoring data to focus 

enforcement efforts of both mobile and stationary sources.  

In many communities, air quality data has been made 

publicly available to help residents assess pollutant 

impacts near sensitive receptors in real time. 

--o0o--

OCAP AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST NUNEZ:  The past 

year and a half of community monitoring resulted in many 

successes. Along with those successes the process 

highlighted some areas where improvements can be made. We 

work closely with the local air districts throughout the 

monitoring process and are discussing how these lessons 

can be incorporated into future -- or into existing and 

future plans. 

Community air monitoring plans contain technical 

sections for equipment selection and data analysis that 

require more time to prepare and digest. Providing 

adequate time for steering committees to conduct research 

and deliberate on air monitoring plan components would 
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allow steering committees the time to ensure that the 

community's objectives are being met.  

Communities are using monitoring data to inform 

the development of community emission reduction programs 

or to track air quality improvements from implementation 

of the emission reduction programs.  And clearly 

describing how community air monitoring plan objectives 

will be used to support the emission reduction programs 

will demonstrate how the plans are linked and greatly 

improve the quality of both plans.  

Lastly, as part of AB 617 statutory requirements, 

CARB staff are developing a statewide monitoring data 

platform called AQview. As community monitoring systems 

are brought online, CARB staff will continue to work with 

communities groups and air districts to ensure air 

monitoring data are made available on the AQview platform.  

And while the final version of AQview is under 

development, communities can download AB 617 monitoring 

data using the current working version online at the site 

shown here. 

--o0o--

OCAP AIR POLLUTION SPECIALIST NUNEZ:  And before 

moving on to the recommendation process for new 

communities, I'd like to present the status on the updates 

to the Community Air Protection Blueprint. It's the 
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guidance document for the implementation of the program. 

And this Board adopted the Blueprint in September 2018 and 

AB 617 requires it be updated every five years.  

Evaluating the nearly two and a half years of 

implementation of the blueprint guidelines, CARB staff 

local districts, and community-based organizations have 

all identified areas of improvement for the blueprint and 

the need to begin working on the update now.  

In 2020, the AB 617 Consultation Group, chaired 

by Dr. Balmes, formed a subcommittee to focus on updating 

the Blueprint.  Subsequently a small group of members for 

a writing team and having developing new suggestive 

language for the Blueprint currently referred to as the 

People's Blueprint.  

Highlights of the People's Blueprint include:  

Working towards achieving equity and justice by 

acknowledging the historic injustice and inequality with 

the need for structural change in policies in the program 

to overcome inequity and injustice; 

Building skills for both communities and staff.  

For example, communities would receive preparation and 

training on how to work with regulatory agencies and other 

stakeholders in the AB 617 process. And districts and 

CARB staff would get training on anti-racist actions and 

cultural competency; 
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Evaluating roles of community steering 

committees, air districts, and CARB, and rethinking how to 

resolve conflicts with equity in mind; 

Leveraging monitoring and modeling data for 

community air protection; 

And, increasing transparency in budgeting and 

funding. 

Now, I'm turning over the next portion of the 

presentation to my colleague Laura Zaremba-Schimdt.  

--o0o--

OCAP AIR RESOURCES ENGINEER ZAREMBA-SCHMIDT:  

Thank you, Liliana.  I would like to discuss the 

community nomination process and staff recommendations.  

--o0o--

OCAP AIR RESOURCES ENGINEER ZAREMBA-SCHMIDT:  

This slide highlights the timeline for the 2020 

process for developing new community recommendations.  

In June 2020, CARB held a virtual kick-off 

meeting to discuss the process for new community 

nominations. Throughout the summer and fall, staff met 

with community members and air districts to discuss 

potential communities.  

In early November, staff held another virtual 

meeting and presented our initial thoughts for the new 

communities. In late November, CARB released the 2020 
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community recommendations staff report that details the 

communities being presented for your consideration today. 

This item was originally scheduled to be heard in 

December of last year, but was postponed.  The 

postponement provided an opportunity for staff to 

participate in listening sessions or community 

conversations in the staff recommended communities of 

Richmond-San Pablo, Arvin-Lamont, and South Los Angeles. 

This has provided CARB and the air district a chance to 

introduce the program and ourselves to the communities. 

--o0o--

OCAP AIR RESOURCES ENGINEER ZAREMBA-SCHMIDT:  SO 

what did we receive in the form of nominations?  We 

received about 50 separate nominations for individual or 

combined self-nominated communities.  We also received 

joint air district or community recommendations from Bay 

Area, Imperial Sacramento, San Joaquin Valley, and South 

Coast. All air districts in their recommendations express 

the need for additional resources for any additional 

community selections in their jurisdiction. 

--o0o--

OCAP AIR RESOURCES ENGINEER ZAREMBA-SCHMIDT:  

Now, I'd like to go -- walk through the -- I'd 

like to walk through what has been considered in the 

development of staff recommendations over the past years. 
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In 2018, the first year of the program, a 

number -- through a number of community outreach meetings 

and working with the air districts statewide, CARB staff 

had a number of communities recommended.  This led to a 

broad list of over 100 communities. 

CARB also performed an analysis of communities 

statewide from a variety of data sources to quantitatively 

describe the cumulative air burden of the community. 

Additional considerations included regional diversity, 

population density, and the variety of air pollution 

sources. 

In 2019, we built on the prior year's 

consideration and Board direction, which was to prioritize 

communities selected for monitoring only for community 

emission reduction programs, if supported by data and had 

the support of the monitoring steering committee.  

We also had to consider the continued support 

needed for the selected communities, recognizing there is 

still a need to support the existing plans with resources. 

This year, we again built off of prior year's process and 

considerations. What is new this year stems from the 

December 2019 Board meeting, where the Board directed 

staff to prepare a list of communities that we recognized 

had strong support and that may be recommended in the 

future. This list of strongly supported communities was 
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released at the time of our June meeting.  

As in prior years, again, we need to consider the 

budget and the needs of the existing selected communities.  

The budget this year continues the same level of funding 

as prior years. While we are thankful for this, we 

recognize that by increasing the number of communities 

selected for action means the existing resources need not 

only cover the new communities, but the previously 

selected communities as well. 

--o0o--

OCAP AIR RESOURCES ENGINEER ZAREMBA-SCHMIDT:  One 

of the foundational elements of this program is community 

engagement. As a recommendation principle, we have to 

gauge community capacity or the ability of the community 

members to come together and develop plans with the air 

districts. This slide highlights how the recommended 

communities showcase strong support this past year. 

For example, for the South Los Angeles community, 

the Air District received over a hundred individual 

recommendations to support this community selection.  For 

the Arvin-Lamont community, community-based organizations 

have provided testimony at CARB meetings and met 

individually with CARB leadership to show their support of 

the community for selection and developed plans.  For the 

Richmond-San Pablo community, the monitoring steering 
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committee has voted to move the community to an emission 

reduction program. The communities being considered each 

reflects a strong community engagement and readiness. 

As has been mentioned, one of our program goals 

is to take knowledge learned from developing and 

implementing these plans and to transfer the lessons 

learned and strategies developed to our other communities 

not selected. CARB staff are continuing to work with air 

districts and communities to determine feasible, efficient 

options to transfer knowledge and resources to other 

disadvantaged and air pollution burdened communities 

statewide. 

We would like to evaluate options as part of the 

upcoming Blueprint revision discussions in the 

consultation -- we'd like to have those discussions in the 

consultation group forum.  

--o0o--

OCAP AIR RESOURCES ENGINEER ZAREMBA-SCHMIDT:  

Now, I'd like to go over staff's specific 

community recommendations - the details, which are 

presented in our staff report.  

I will give a high level summary of each of the 

community profile and staff's reasoning for the -- 

recommending the community.  I want to emphasize that the 

boundaries presented on preliminary.  If the community is 
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selected, the boundaries will be finalized by the 

community steering committee in collaboration with the air 

district after the community has been formed. 

--o0o--

OCAP AIR RESOURCES ENGINEER ZAREMBA-SCHMIDT:  

This slide shows our first recommend -- our first 

recommendation for the Richmond-San Pablo community, in 

the Bay Area. The preliminary boundary corresponds to 

the -- an area of 28 square miles and a population of 

about a hundred and fifty thousand people.  This community 

was originally selected in 2018 for deployment of a 

monitoring plan. Monitoring plan implementation has been 

underway with mobile monitoring and deployment of sensors 

from Groundwork Richmond and deployment of air sensors by 

Physicians, Scientists and Engineers for Health Energy, 

with Asian Pacific Environmental Network. 

The Bay Area has also launched a website that 

includes where the information on various monitoring 

efforts can be accessed. Staff is now recommending this 

community be selected for development of a community 

emission reduction program.  Key air pollution concerns 

are associated with the Port of Richmond, the railyard, 

and heavy industry in the proximity to freeways.  

This recommendation is consistent with CARB Board 

direction, specifically with prioritizing communities 
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selected in prior years for air monitoring only.  

As noted earlier, this recommendation is 

supported by the community air monitoring steering 

committee. 

--o0o--

OCAP AIR RESOURCES ENGINEER ZAREMBA-SCHMIDT:  The 

first new proposed community being considered is the 

Arvin-Lamont community in the San Joaquin Valley.  Made up 

of the City of Arvin and the unincorporated area of 

Lamont. This community is a small rural area surrounded 

with agricultural land. The City of Arvin is about 4.8 

square miles and has a population of about 21,000 people.  

And the Lamont area is 4.6 square miles with a population 

of 15,000 people. 

Key air pollution concerns are associated with 

agricultural activities and the growth of warehousing in 

the area. As noted earlier, the community boundaries in 

the staff recommendations are preliminary boundaries and 

we expect that the boundaries will be finalized early in 

the plan development process by the steering committee. 

Specifically for Arvin-Lamont community, during 

our meetings, both the community and community-based 

organizations expressed a desire to include Fuller Acres 

located adjacent to the north border of Lamont as part of 

the community.  The Lamont community is downwind from oil 
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and gas refineries in Kern County located in Fuller Acres. 

As part of the staff report released, staff 

recommends that upon CARB Board selection, the steering 

committee for this community consider the emissions 

impacts of sources in Fuller Acres when determining the 

final boundaries. 

The community of Arvin-Lamont was included in the 

air district recommendation as it was last year. In 

addition, the Arvin-Lamont area has shown strong community 

engagement with the City of Arvin and the Leadership 

Counsel for Justice and Accountability.  The County of 

Kern also expressed interest in participating in the 

program for the unincorporated area of Lamont. 

--o0o--

OCAP AIR RESOURCES ENGINEER ZAREMBA-SCHMIDT:  The 

second new community that we are recommending is the South 

Los Angeles community in the South Coast. This is an 

urban area. And the preliminary boundary represented by 

the oval purple-ish color emphasizes that the boundary has 

not been defined.  Again, the boundaries are finalized 

when the community steering committee is formed.  

However, for our initial analysis in the staff 

report, it corresponds to the dotted line which represents 

23 square miles and a population of about 363,000 people. 

The South Los Angeles community is being 
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recommended for both a community air monitoring and 

emission reduction program.  Key air pollution concerns 

are small industrial sources, such as auto body and dry 

cleaners, and oil and gas activities, and impacts from the 

freeway. 

The South Los Angeles area has shown strong 

community capacity throughout efforts supported by a 

community air grant.  Being proactive, the South Coast Air 

Quality Management District has already held a kick-off 

meeting in mid-January to prepare the community, if 

selected. The kick-off meeting introduced the community 

to agencies provided information on air quality basics, 

program goals, expectations, and the basis to start 

building the community steering committee.  

To complement the district's kick-off meeting, 

Physicians for Social Responsibility, Los Angeles, also 

known as PSR-LA, along with other community partners held 

a community meeting, so that residents of the community 

could be introduced to CARB, the air district staff, and 

learn more about the program. 

--o0o--

OCAP AIR RESOURCES ENGINEER ZAREMBA-SCHMIDT:  At 

this point I'm going to skip a couple slides and go to our 

recommendations. 

In conclusion, CARB staff recommends that you 
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approval Resolution 21-6, which includes the selection of 

the recommended communities, certifies the community 

recommendations are exempt from CEQA, and directs air 

districts and CARB to begin work in these communities.  

We know that we have a lot of work ahead and the 

number of impacted community and challenges that they face 

are large. Today's selection of additional communities, 

along with a broader statewide and local efforts are 

incremental steps in the sustained transformation needed. 

Both CARB and the air district have been adjusting the 

program as we learn from the first communities and shift 

focus on implementation.  

With that, I will conclude staff's presentation, 

and we'd be happy to answer any questions the Board may 

have. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. Before we move on to 

public testimony, I wanted to ask Assemblymember Garcia, 

if he would like to share some thoughts as a coauthor of 

AB 617. 

ASSEMBLY MEMBER GARCIA:  Thank you, Madam Chair 

and colleagues.  And of course, those who prepared this 

presentation. 

I'm excited to see the progress that's being 

made, not just with the existing communities that were 

selected prior to this recommendation, but now the 
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communities that are before us are communities that came 

to us in the first round and the second round saying what 

about us. And I hope that that doesn't seem to be the 

takeaway of my comments throughout the day, what about us.  

But fact is is that we're now focused on the 

individuals who have been advocating for these types of 

programs for many, many decades.  And so I wanted to 

really pivot my comments to focus on the issue of the 

budget. I think that's where I get to play a role, my 

colleagues get to play a role.  

The author of the bill, the lead author, Cristina 

Garcia, and I, and a handful of other colleagues are 

committed to ensure that the budgetary requests made are 

ultimately in the final budget that the Governor signs.  

We recognize that the existing communities are lacking 

resources to now get into the potential implementation 

phases of the plans that have been submitted.  And now 

with these additional communities, we have to make sure 

that those resources aren't just met to the level that 

we've received today, but that we actually take it a step 

further. 

I do want to acknowledge that in our communities, 

the air districts have also, I think, taken a step back 

and learned from this new process that's underway.  A lot 

of growing pains have been witnessed between the 
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relationship with our air districts and the community 

organizations participating in this effort.  And everyone 

has made an effort to adjust and meet halfway in order to 

understand truly what community process, community-led 

initiatives and priorities look like. 

And so I did want to just recognize, you know, 

the hard work of a lot of people, including the air 

districts that are leading the charge and adjusting in 

some aspects their own practices and ways of engaging our 

local communities for these specific communities to come 

online through the AB 617 program.  We've seen some very 

productive and constructive conversations happening at the 

local level. And then we've seen some that have been a 

bit -- a bit messy. But at the end of the day, they've 

gotten to a place of setting priorities and now moving 

forward with hopefully what will be the implementation.  

So I wanted just to acknowledge the work of the 

staff, the work of the community-based organizations, its 

residents that are participating.  And I'm excited to see 

that these new communities are being recommended.  

Of course, I'd be remiss if I didn't say, but I 

also have to recognize that we're looking at the state 

from a greater good perspective.  The members of our 

community, we're looking to encompass the entire region of 

the Salton Sea. And we also have to acknowledge that 
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there are other communities that are also pressed with a 

need to be part of this program to be able to address 

their air quality issues.  

So I'm acknowledging the fact that one for all 

and all for one team player, because we have many issues 

throughout the state that need to be addressed and I'm 

excited to see that these communities are being 

recommended. 

With that, I just wanted to acknowledge again the 

staff for preparing the presentation and I also wanted to 

acknowledge the leadership of my colleague Cristina Garcia 

for putting this measure forward and allowing us to work 

on this side by side with her. And, of course, now at the 

Air Resources Board.  

So thank you, Madam Chair, for allowing me to say 

a few comments. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Thank you very much.  

We will now be hearing from the public who raised 

their hands to speak on this item.  Will the Board Clerk 

please call the first few commenters. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you, Madam Char.  We 

have over 50 commenters who have their hand raised at this 

time. If you wish to comment on this Board item, please 

raise your hand or dial star nine now.  And I very 

sincerely apologize if I mispronounce your name.  
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So we -- our first two peakers will be 

Councilmember Eric Guerra and Councilmember Mai Vang. 

So Councilmember Guerra, I have activated your 

microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 

SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCILMEMBER GUERRA:  Great. 

Thank you very much.  Good afternoon, Madam Chair and 

members of the Board.  My name is Eric Guerra.  I'm a 

member of the Sacramento City Council and also serve as 

Chair of the Board for the Sacramento Metropolitan Air 

Quality Management District.  

I'm here today, along with my fellow 

Councilmember Mai Vang, who will also address you in a 

moment, and others who represent the community 

organizations in the Sacramento region. We are here to 

advocate for more neighborhoods in our city to be formally 

made a part of the State's AB 617 Community Air Protection 

Program. 

The American Lung Association ranks Sacramento 

the fifth most polluted metro region for ozone and the 

11th most polluted for daily PM2.5 in the nation. We have 

a diverse population with over 53 percent of people of 

color and median household income of less than 60,000 and 

ten percent of our population is diagnosed with asthma. 

That's why environmental justice is very important in our 

community - it's a passion of mine - and since they are 
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very much still dealing with high levels of pollution 

above existing standards.  And, in fact, CalEnviroScreen 

ranks many of Sacramento's low income and disadvantaged 

neighborhoods in the top 25 percent for statewide 

pollution burden.  These communities need help.  

The Sacramento Metro Air District submitted to 

the California Air Resources Board an analysis of 

pollution and other metrics that identifies three of our 

communities with highest -- with the highest total burden 

for inclusion of AB 617. They're North Sacramento, which 

is bordered by two freeways; Oak Park and Fruitridge, 

which straddles one freeway and is south of a second; and 

Meadowview located adjacent to a freeway and the Executive 

Airport. 

The recommendations submitted the Sac Metro Air 

District are endorsed by important community leaders, 

local and regional elected officials.  Together with 

neighborhoods and community partners, we're busy laying 

the groundwork to effectively level -- leverage State 

investments in order to bridge solutions and maximize 

benefits. 

For example, the City of Sacramento has adopted a 

new ordinance calling for electrification in new 

buildings. We are supporting rent -- renters and tenants 

in investing in inclusive zero-emission mobility options.  
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We're committed to the success of AB 617's program and the 

promise of community air protection, but we need the State 

to make the formal designation of these neighborhoods, 

that just that I had mentioned, and most importantly, 

provide the necessary funding for implementation of the 

programs. 

Thank you all for allowing me to speak today on 

behalf of the good people of Sacramento.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Councilmember Mai Vang, I have activated your 

microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 

SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCILMEMBER VANG:  Great. 

Thank you. Can you hear me? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can. 

SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCILMEMBER VANG:  Awesome. 

Thank you so much.  Good afternoon, Madam Chair and 

members of the Board.  My name is Mai Vang.  And I am the 

newly elected member of the Sacramento City Council 

representing the proud neighborhoods in the heart of South 

Sacramento neighborhoods of Meadowview, Valley Hi, 

Detroit, and North Laguna.  

First, I just want to say thank you so much for 

the opportunity to be here virtually with all of you to 

speak today. You know, before I was on the City Council, 

you know, I was a community organizer working to improve 
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the health outcomes for children and families in South 

Sacramento. And when I ran for City Council, you know, 

one of my goals was to strengthen the power of our most 

vulnerable communities.  

And when I learned that I was appointed to the 

Sacramento Metro Air District Board, I was incredibly 

excited, because I knew what impact this Board could make 

towards equity and environmental justice.  I quickly 

learned about the State's AB 617 Community Air Protection 

Program. And I knew that this was a program that could 

meet the diverse needs of our many low-income families in 

my districts, families and neighborhoods who are often 

left behind. 

You've heard from my fellow Councilmember and Air 

District Board Chair, Eric Guerra, on the burden -- on 

both the burdens experienced by many of constituents in 

District 8 and the efforts underway by the City of 

Sacramento to alleviate these burdens. 

I am a proud, proud daughter of Hmong refugees 

and I grew up right here in South Sacramento.  And I still 

live in the Meadowview neighborhood today.  And I'm 

speaking from experience, and I can tell you that our 

residents and our community members experience these 

pollution burdens daily with two freeways, the 99 and the 

I-5 surrounding my district in particular.  Our families 
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and residents are asking for solutions.  

The Sac Metro Air District is already hitting the 

ground running and actively engaging with our most 

vulnerable communities.  And through this process, our 

residents in Meadowview have already provided feedback on 

the AB 617 Program and for potential initial boundaries 

for their community when it's formally included into the 

program, many of whom expressed to me an interest to 

support community air monitoring and to evaluate the 

impacts of vehicle emissions and pollutions from the 

Sacramento Executive Airport, which is bordering my 

district. 

With the State's support, we will be able to 

gather more detailed data about local pollution sources, 

issues, and concerns that will help make decision -- will 

help us make decisions on how to best reduce pollution 

burdens in our most underserved communities. 

Today, I'm here to ask CARB to recognize the 

needs of Sacramento residents and to select the 

Meadowview -- the Meadowview community that I represent 

right here in the heart of our Capital where inequities 

continue to persist among our, Black, our Brown, our 

Southeast Asian and indigenous communities, as well as two 

areas in our city, North Sacramento and Oak Park, as 

recommended by the air district.  
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In closing, I can share that I have worked much 

of my life to erase racial and ethnic health disparities 

in South Sacramento.  Because the results in our 

communities are still today far from equitable, I know 

that herculean task ahead, the task that all of us as --

as all of you on this Board, and the air district, and as 

an elected, and as locals, and as community grassroots 

organizers what we all need to do together to really 

achieve true equity and environmental justice.  

I also want to share with all of you that I 

really appreciate the State's air protection program 

because I know it can become a real tool for positive 

change for our most vulnerable communities.  But that 

change cannot start if we do not select and fund AB 617 in 

Sacramento, again right here in the States Capital.  

And we are the Capital, Sacramento, but I have to 

say, as someone who grew up here, you know, even though we 

are right in your backyard, oftentimes we get overlooked. 

And so I want to share that with you, and I want to thank 

you so much for your time, thank you for your attention, 

and I look forward to engaging and building with each and 

every one of you. 

Thank you so much. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Okay. So our next three speakers are Matt 
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Holmes, Gustavo Aguirre, Jr., and Janet Johnson. 

So, Matt, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can unmute yourself and begin. 

MATT HOLMES: Yeah.  Matt Holmes, CSC member in 

Stockton and Richmond.  My comments are both for agencies 

also the new communities.  You all need to know what 

you're getting into.  And I hope you know when someone is 

patting you on the head. And I also hope that it bothers 

you, if and when that happens.  

So 617 is at risk Board members. Thank you for 

this opportunity to say that to you.  We need to get this 

right or many of us will defect and join the folks calling 

to gut Cap-and-Trade and empty everyone's coffers.  You 

should heed the People's Blueprint review.  You should 

fund its authors and the early selected community partners 

retrospectively.  We've rendered significant time and 

effort implementing this agency's work and we have the 

trauma to show for it. 

To be equitable, all CARB programs need to 

dismiss with the (inaudible) -- 

(Voice interruption.) 

MATT HOLMES: Sorry.  Can I claim back my 15 

seconds -- forcing low income -- all CARB programs need to 

dismiss with the competitive process forcing low-income 

communities to compete against each other is the 
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antithesis of equity.  This goes for community selection 

all the way down to Carl Moyer, CCI, and any other 

incentive programs.  

Use the OEHHA map, find the red spot, every State 

agency, and work your way out from there. Pitting us 

against each other is gross. This isn't the Colosseum.  

Our mortality rates are our application.  Those two city 

council members just fought for their people, but there's 

lots of city council members that won't, and that 

shouldn't be where we decide how to spend money. 

So look, the primary promise of 617 is community 

leadership. The rest of it's boring.  This acknowledges 

that we don't have technical problems.  We have power 

problems. So if you really value community leadership, 

we've got to start with participatory budget transparency 

for all aspects, staff costs, incentives, planning, 

facilitation and monitoring.  

First, please don't let them hire another 

well-heeled facilitator to talk down to us.  I've seen 

that twice now. And monitoring, I'm glad you acknowledge 

my project in Richmond.  You should know that BAAQMD 

fought it and refused to support it until we forced them 

to, in much the same way Valley Air is still resisting 

supporting the community operated and monitoring project.  

It's almost like the regional air districts didn't read 
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the Blueprint. 

Valley Air bought all their equipment, ran ahead 

on implementation, and still have never received approval 

for their CAMP. They put us through votes that were 

performance theater, at best. 

Then there's these incentives that nobody knows 

if they'll work, but we're pressured in ever community to 

underwrite existing air district programs to prop up 

industries that already have relationships with air 

districts. And any innovative programs that come from the 

community are rejected because they're quote/unquote 

unproven, but so are the programs that they're promoting. 

So we need cost-benefit analysis if this program 

is ever going to work.  When we come back and say you 

haven't proven that and we have calls for exposure --

exposure reduction strategies, we're dismissed.  We're 

told there's no exposure reduction mandate in 617.  

There's no public health mandate. You know, that the only 

thing that matters is emission reductions and why don't 

you want to go outside, Matt -- more, Matt.  

So in Stockton, I'd comment on enforcement, but 

there's been no discussion of enforcement.  It all goes to 

shows that communities are disadvantaged by their 

relationship with the air district. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 
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MATT HOLMES: We need more time.  You should let 

us go with and the air districts -- 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Thank you, Matt. 

MATT HOLMES: -- back to the Legislature to push 

back on these time tables that are hurting people.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

MATT HOLMES: Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Our next speaker is 

Gustavo. I have activated your microphone. You can 

unmute yourself and begin. 

GUSTAVO AGUIRRE, JR.:  Thank you so much. (Spoke 

in Spanish). 

My name is Gustavo Aguirre, Jr. I am the Kern 

County project coordinator for Central California 

Environmental Justice Network.  Thank you very much for 

this opportunity to speak on such important topics 

tonight. And I want to welcome everyone, both from the 

leadership of the Board at CARB. We can not wait to work 

with you all in this -- in these next few months and years 

ahead that we have in front of us to accomplish clean air 

and justice in our communities. 

You know, it's -- I am calling in one as a 

consultation group member for the San Joaquin Valley, also 

a steering committee member of the AB 617 year one 

Shafter. And I just want to make a clerical correction 
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that Arvin and Lamont have actually been nominated year 

one, year two, and year three very proudly. The folks 

there in the communities of Arvin and Lamont, and the 

surrounding communities are resilient.  They are the 

living definition of resilient communities and they have 

not given up. They're been working for decades and 

they're really happy to join this group of AB 617 

communities, right? 

But with that, they understand why they've been 

chosen and why they're such relevance to being chosen, 

right? And it's the environmental injustices and the 

structural racism that has caused for these communities to 

actually be focused in, right?  

We just had a conversation earlier this 

afternoon, this morning on ag burning.  I also run and 

coordinate that IVAN Kern reporting platform.  May of you 

might be familiar with the IVAN reporting platform at the 

statewide level.  We coordinate Kern County and other 

counties where in the San Joaquin Valley.  

And just two weeks ago, we had a report of a 

bunch of open burning.  And when the San Joaquin Valley 

Air Pollution Control District officer went out there, 

said, oh, it's all good. It's 30 acres of permitted grape 

vineyards, right?  And as I relay this information to 

residents, its heart breaking for me to relay, A, you know 
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what Mr. Reporting Party, it's okay.  Thirty acres of 

grapes have been, you know, burned in your backyard here 

near Arvin, but it's permitted, right?  

Along with that, every year the State of the Air 

through the U.S. Lung Association puts Bakersfield at one, 

two, or three as the dirtiest city, right?  But only 

because we know that in Arvin and Lamont there is no 

regulatory monitors, right?  And as community scientists 

in a community research, I'm proud to say that in Arvin 

and Lamont, the residents, the partnerships, the City of 

Arvin, the County of Kern are ready to get -- hit the 

ground running with innovative practices and really 

bringing the community at the forefront, right?  

We have, in this community, the largest operating 

oil refinery, right?  And we need to include communities 

that are at the forefront and at the fenceline of these 

industrial toxic pollutions. 

So with that, I want to say that I fully 

support -- as an organization and as individual, support 

the selection of Arvin and Lamont, South Kern as a region. 

Thank you very much.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Janet Johnson. After Janet, 

we have Enrique Rodriguez, Keenan Sheedy, and Catherine 

Garoupa White. 
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Janet, I have activated your microphone.  You can 

unmute yourself and begin. 

JANET JOHNSON: Thank you. (Spoke in Spanish)  

I'm Janet Johnson, Richmond resident for 40 years 

and co-coordinator of Sunflower Alliance.  I was on the 

CAMP steering committee, the Technical Advisory Group 

design team and the CERP steering committee design team.  

I'm here to report on the mismanagement of the 

CERP steering committee selection process in Richmond-San 

Pablo. The CERP design team voted to make the CERP 

steering committee a Brown Act committee, so we'd get some 

transparency and democracy in our community, where there's 

overwhelming polluter influence in all our institutions 

and nonprofits. 

But members of the Bay Area Air Quality 

Management District Board used the Brown Act to choose our 

steering committee members and decide the role of industry 

and government on the committee. 

The Air District community engagement staff 

lacked cultural competence. Demographics show the study 

area is 50 percent Latino, but there was only a 21 

response -- 21 percent response from the selection pool. 

So at their February 19th meeting, the BAAQMD Community 

Health Equity and Justice wound up horse trading to 

achieve some degree of parity on demographics, but it fell 
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short when it came to Latinos. 

Now, as a result, the committee will have a 

number of people with conflicts of interest because their 

employer gets funding from local polluters.  The design 

team wanted steering committee members with personal or 

family history of asthma or other air pollution impacts.  

But during the equity committee's deliberations, there was 

no consideration of this priority. 

The committee disqualified the entire CERP design 

team from the steering committee.  It penalized those of 

us trying to introduce accountability and transparency, 

and lumped us in with people who want to keep industry in 

charge. Even worse, this decision disqualified a 

representative from the most effective environmental 

justice organization in west county, Communities for a 

Better Environment.  

In short, BAAQMD mismanaged the entire AB 617 

CERP selection process. 

Thank You. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Enrique Rodriguez.  I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

ENRIQUE RODRIGUEZ:  Hello and thank you for 

having me. I won't take too much of your time.  I'm 
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calling from the Housing Authority of the City of Los 

Angeles. And I was actually just trying to figure out why 

in the selection for the South LA region, Watts was just 

completely excluded, and I just wanted to speak on that.  

I wanted to make sure that this was going to be 

something that was thought of in further discussion, 

decision, because as everybody knows in South LA, Watts 

has historically been one of those areas that has 

continued to get excluded from any opportunity, any 

funding, any potential resources.  It's one of the highest 

rates in asthma cases in children and in adults.  It's 

completely surrounded by trains, two -- four freeways, a 

port highway. And, I mean, it's just one of those areas 

that just needs to be included. And I just wanted to make 

sure that again, as these decision continue to be made, we 

are -- we hear in South LA are kind of dumbfounded by the 

fact that it was excluded -- completely excluded from this 

next wave. 

And we just hope that it's -- this is considered 

and that Watts is included when this decision is finally 

made. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you.  Our next 

speaker is Keenan Sheedy.  I have activated your 

microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 
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KEENAN SHEEDY: Yes. Can you hear me okay? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can. 

KEENAN SHEEDY: Okay. Great. Thank you. 

Yes. My name is Keenan Sheedy.  And I'm a member 

of SEIU Local 721 Environmental Justice Action Team. We 

represent thousands of members who live in the South LA 

areas who are impacted by air pollution, high rates of 

asthma, other medical conditions. And what COVID-19 has 

done has really exposed the fact that our public health 

system is it really underfunded. And we need to deal with 

these issues proactively and prevent the health impact to 

begin with. 

So we really support -- I support the previous 

speaker's comments, by the way, very much.  And we really 

support South LA being chosen. And the fact is that it 

involves many key communities, impact to pollution, oil 

drilling sites, to freeways, one of the areas in all of 

Los Angeles County in Southern California that is most 

adversely impacted in terms of public health.  

And I mentioned our members who live in the area, 

we represent LA County, LA City, and we represent, in 

fact, many health care and public health care workers, 

staff and professionals, who live in the area, who have 

been part of the burden of taking care of our patients who 

have been hospitalized.  
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So this would be a good way and nice for LA to 

organize the community as the stated purpose is.  And we 

support it, and we would advocate -- make sure that it has 

adequate funding, and that all the processes for choosing 

the steering committee are transparent, and that everybody 

is included. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Catherine Garoupa White.  

After Catherine, we have Antonio Ballesteros, Liliana --

Lillian Garcia, and Lonnie M.  

Catherine, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can go ahead and begin. 

CATHERINE GAROUPA WHITE: Good evening.  

Catherine Garoupa White with the Central Valley Air 

Quality Coalition and member of the Stockton Community 

Steering Committee, here tonight to speak in strong 

support for the Arvin-Lamont area of the San Joaquin 

Valley Air Basin being adopted, and also to underscore 

that the community steering committee should be directly 

engaged in setting the community boundaries. 

As described briefly in the staff presentation, 

Arvin-Lamont has a challenging mix of sources that will 

require innovative strategies.  And thankfully, those 

challenges are complemented by an incredibly strong base 
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of individuals and community groups who for decades have 

been organizing in the local community, many of whom 

you'll hear from tonight, including Committee for a Better 

ARVIN, CCEJN, and Center on Race, Poverty, and the 

Environment. We extend At CVAQ our deepest thanks for the 

critical on the groundwork that those organizations and 

groups provide. 

More broadly, we're glad to hear the commitment 

to improving the AB 617 process.  There are more issues 

than I can describe in just a couple of minutes, so I will 

focus on a couple of high level points.  One is that there 

needs to be more facilitation of peer learning, so that 

communities aren't doing the labor for the regulatory 

agencies and constantly having to reteach what a community 

engaged process looks like, and how do authentically value 

community voices. 

Also, there are all kinds of innovative 

strategies and measures that need to be shared, so that 

communities have ideas of what some of the potential 

solutions are. 

Community steering committees also need 

independent technical analysis about how funds are being 

expended and the measures that are being proposed.  It's 

not realistic to expect within a year that a community 

member is going to be able to get to -- up to speed on all 
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of those technical analyses.  And we also shouldn't have 

to rely on CARB and the air district to provide that for 

us. We need neutral sources of information. 

I've also heard some of the challenges presented 

by AB 617 attributed to the fact that this is a new 

program. And while I understand that in some respects 

that is true, community-centered processes are absolutely 

not new. It should not have taken over a year for 

advocates to have to push for community members to be 

compensated for their time through stipends.  As just one 

example, there have been decades of research on 

community-centered processes and myriad grassroots 

examples on how to do authentic community-led processes.  

We are not reinventing the wheel here and we should start 

from best available practices that already exist.  

Community groups are making a large investment in 

these planning processes far more than community air 

grants are offering to compensate for their time.  

So again, really appreciate the organizing 

efforts of CVAQ members and eager to see the potential 

fulfilled of AB 617. Again, strongly support the adoption 

of the Arvin-Lamont area tonight.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you.  Our next 

speaker is Antonio Ballesteros.  Antonio, I have activated 
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your microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 

Antonio, are you there? 

I've asked you to unmute yourself on your screen 

there. 

Okay. We will skip to Lillian Garcia. 

ANTONIO BALLESTEROS:  (Inaudible.) 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Go ahead. 

Oh, you muted yourself again.  

Okay. Antonio, we'll -- we'll come back to you.  

Lillian Garcia, I have activated your microphone.  

You can unmute yourself and begin. 

LILLIAN GARCIA: Good afternoon, Madam Chair 

Randolph, and Honorable Board members, and attendees.  My 

name is Lillian Garcia and I thank you for the opportunity 

to provide public comment. 

The community of Salton City is in Imperial 

County, which is adjacent to the Salton Sea.  Salton City 

would benefit as a community under the CAPP with it's own 

community air monitoring plan and community emissions 

reduction plan, based on the following:  

Salton City has a total area of 21.1 square miles 

all land, being the largest city or town of land area in 

Imperial Valley. According to data from CARB's Board 2020 

pM10, the annual maximum one hour was 2,871.3 micrograms 

per cubic meter and one day average was 308 micrograms per 
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cubic meter. 

Residents are being exposed to unhealthy levels 

of particulate matter, but also the unhealthy levels of 

hydrogen sulfide.  As the Salton Sea continues to recede, 

the residents will be exposed to higher levels. Residents 

have suffered far too long to continue to be excluded. 

This is an urgent plea. 

Again, I hop that each of you will consider 

selecting the community of Salton City as its own 

stand-alone CAPP and CERP plan. If both are not possible 

at this time, it would be greatly appreciated if at least 

one is considered. 

Thank you for your tme and consideration. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. I would like to ask 

any speakers who have not yet raised their hands and lined 

up into the queue to please do so by 6:15. And so just 

make sure you raised your hand and get in that queue 

before 6:15, because at that point, we will stop adding 

new commenters to the queue. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you, Madam Chair. 

Antonio, I will ask you to unmute yourself again.  

If you see a little button -- or a little prompt say -- 

that says unmute.  

Okay. We'll move on to our next speaker. Our 
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next three speakers are Jane Sellen, Glenn Jackson, Jr., 

and Kristy Pace. 

Jane, I have activated your microphone.  You can 

unmute yourself and begin. 

JANE SELLEN: Madam Chair Randolph, CARB Board 

members. My name is Jane Sellen. I'm co-Director of 

Californians for Pesticide Reform.  Thank you for the 

opportunity to provide public comment. 

CPR strongly supports the inclusion of 

Arvin-Lamont as a year three community for CERP 

development under AB 617. We're heartened and encouraged 

to see you continue to include ag communities for this 

program. CPR is engaged in the AB 617 process since the 

beginning, because we believe it's absolutely critical 

that pesticides that are classified as toxic air 

contaminants be included within the scope of the program.  

We think any effort to address air pollution in 

the San Joaquin valley must include pesticides, especially 

if it's to be responsive to community concerns.  

I also want to address the Board about the 

Shafter CERP, which was adopted by CARB just over a year 

ago and included some significant measures aimed at 

reducing pesticide air emissions, including a pilot 

notification program.  Unfortunately, getting this pilot 

implemented has been a year-long exercise in frustration 
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as the Kern County Ag Commissioner refuses has made clear 

he intends to defy the State and refuses not only to 

implement the program himself, but also to allow DPR to 

implement by providing notices of intent in advance, so 

that DPR can post them.  

We're very grateful to DPR for their effort to 

compel the ag commissioner to provide this information, 

which is well within DPR's right to request, since ag 

commissioners act under DPR's direction and supervision. 

CARB has already taken a huge step toward breaking down 

air pollution silos and taking an interagency approach to 

alleviating the pesticide burden in most impacted 

communities through AB 617.  And so in that spirit, we ask 

the CARB Board to issue a public statement of support for 

DPR in its effort to implement notification for Shafter. 

The failure to implement year one CERP measures 

seriously undermines AB 617 going forward.  It's 

demoralizing for community members who are asked to put a 

huge amount of time and effort into developing air 

pollution reduction plans for their communities only to 

see the plans endorsed by the State of California and then 

thwarted by one local official. 

This obviously has implications for Arvin and 

Lamont, and for any other ag communities selected for the 

program in the future. 
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Again, thank you for considering Arvin and Lamont 

for this program and also for any support you're able to 

offer to Shafter. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Glenn Jackson, Jr. I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

GLENN JACKSON, JR.:  Hello. My name is Glenn 

Jackson, Jr. And I'm a 13-year old transportation 

advocate. Over the past few months, I have been learning 

to be more of an -- to be more of a environmental justice 

advocate. This is my first time making a public comment 

to the California Air Resources Board. I live in Natomas, 

which is part of Sacramento. I am asking the Board to 

seriously consider selecting the Gardenland Northgate 

community for air pollution monitors. 

Did the Board know that Gardenland was 

established by immigrant farmworkers and railroad 

employees of whose families still live in the community? 

Did the Board know that according to the 2000 

census, 41 percent of the -- of Gardenland Northgate 

residents identify themselves as Latin or Hispanic, which 

is more than 21 percent in the City of Sacramento? 

Did the Board know that Northgate Boulevard was 
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extended to become a commercial corridor, one of -- one 

end of Northgate leads to the I-80 freeway and the other 

end leads to I-5 and Highway 160? 

Did the Board know that Northgate Boulevard alone 

has eight drive-through restaurants, 12 gas stations, and 

19 smog and auto repair businesses, along with two 

schools, and seven churches?  

It's sad that -- it's sad that a lot of 

disadvantaged communities at this meeting are struggling 

just to live. Every community, especially underserved 

neighborhoods with a majority of Black and Latinx 

residents wants to breathe clean air.  Isn't it a part of 

the CARB Board's mission to protect the public's health by 

reducing air pollutants?  

I ask the CARB Board to make a valuable 

contribution to the Gardenland Northgate community whose 

health is truly invaluable.  

Thank you for listening.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you so much, Glenn. 

Our next speaker is Kristy.  After Kristy, we 

have Ronni Solman, David Belle, and Flavio Huizar.  

So, Kristy, I have activated your microphone.  

You can unmute yourself and begin. 

KRISTY PACE: Hello. Thank you for your 

consideration of South Los Angeles for AB 617 community 
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selection. And I'd like to ask that you make the 

necessary boundary changes to include Watts. 

As an educator working in South LA communities, I 

see firsthand how consistent exposure to poor air quality 

in South LA impacts the health and safety of every person 

who lives and works here.  Children, families, residents, 

and workers suffer from high asthma and coronary heart 

disease rates, low birth weight, cancer clusters, and low 

life expectancy. 

The more than 280 polluters here are on every 

single street, including oil drilling sites, auto body 

shops, dry cleaners, metal manufacturing facilities, and 

several major freeways.  

Please help. We're depending on you to 

prioritize the health and safety of this community that 

simply wants to breathe clean air, to live long healthy 

lives, and is willing to do the work necessary to make it 

happen. Please designate South LA an AB 617 air 

improvement community, and please make the necessary 

boundary changes to include Watts.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you.  Our next 

speaker is Ronni Solman.  Ronni, I have activated your 

microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 

RONNI SOLMAN: Thank you.  Good evening.  My name 
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is Ronni Solman from Los Angeles.  I've been here since 

1970, so I'm no stranger to air pollution in Los Angeles.  

First I lived in Venice, then Elysian Valley, and now in 

Highland Park. 

A frontline community like South LA so greatly 

deserves to be selected as one of the AB 617 selected 

communities. I represent SoCal 350 Climate Action and 

have also volunteered with the Sierra Club in the past. 

In my work with these organizations, and even more so as 

an activist and retired teacher with LA Students Deserve, 

I have personally witnessed how much worse the air quality 

is in South LA compared to where I live and where I used 

to teach. 

I support the boundaries of South LA to include 

Watts, please. More focus should rightly be on improving 

the air quality in South LA. Please accept the 

recommendations of the staff report and its inclusion of 

South LA. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you.  Our next 

speaker is David Belle.  I have activated your microphone. 

You can unmute yourself and begin. 

DAVID BELLE: Hi.  My name is David Belle.  I'm 

16 and I'm a junior at Oakland Technical High School and 

I'm one of the new voices over -- and I am the New Voices 
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Are Rising Food Justice Fellow.  

I am here today to urge you to consider East 

Oakland as an AB 617 designated community for this year.  

In East Oakland, many communities are burdened with poor 

air quality, much like West Oakland.  East Oakland is 

being directly affected by sources that are within their 

communities, like their homes and schools.  And these 

sources are things such as foundries, freeways, 

crematoriums, and the airport. 

These communities are at a significantly higher 

risk for breathing complications due to the air quality in 

East Oakland, making them a lot more vulnerable to COVID. 

These communities are also predominantly POC and low 

income. While communities, such as the Oakland Hills, 

which consists of higher income and predominantly white 

families are nowhere near as burdened as these 

communities. 

Although, as of this moment, East Oakland is not 

a designated AB 617 community, you are still accountable 

for bettering the area quality in these communities and 

improving their health and lives.  

Other ways you can help East Oakland while you 

make your decision is moving the crematoriums and 

foundries away from residential areas, reducing the impact 

of diesel trucks on the 880, and also planting more trees 
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near problem areas to act as a buffer for bad air quality 

coming from other heavy polluters.  

Installing air filtration systems within homes 

and schools will also help with air quality, while people 

are attending school or even just being in their homes.  

This decision should not be taken lightly or as a joke, as 

you are directly affecting people's lives with this 

decision. 

So once again, I urge you to strongly consider 

making East Oakland a designated AB 617 community.  Thank 

you for your time and consideration.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Flavio. After, we have Sarai 

Parker, Iretha Warmsley, and LaDonna Williams.  

Flavio, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can unmute yourself and begin. 

FLAVIO HUIZAR: Okay. My name is Flavio Huizar. 

I am currently the President of the GNNA, which is --

which means Gardenland Northgate Neighborhood Association. 

CARB Board, I want to just thank you for this 

opportunity to speak before you about what is going on in 

our community and what has continued to be in our 

community a huge problem.  Currently, our community is in 

a pocket. On one side of us we have the I-5 that runs 

going north. And in front of that, it meets with the I-80 
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that goes up towards Reno.  

Our community that we represent is gardenland 

Northgate. But it's inland area that's -- actually, we're 

asking for your support for these North Sacramento 

inclusion into this AB 617. 

I grew up here in this neighborhood. My parents 

came to this country, you know, for a better life. And 

when they came to this country, they came and they worked 

in the fields, and they basically laid their lives down 

for their children. 

And here, as a community activist, I see that our 

community has many Latinos, and African Americans, and 

Asian Americans, and here -- this community is a promised 

zone. It is an area where there is so many softball 

teams, where there is so many soccer teams, where there is 

so many hard ball baseball, you know, little league teams, 

many parks, and yet, our corridor doesn't even have air 

monitors. 

When I first found out about this, that we didn't 

even have air quality monitors, I can tell you I wasn't 

shocked when I found out that there is air quality 

monitors in other neighborhoods, but those neighborhoods 

don't have such a high density of Latinos and African 

Americans. 

And so it made -- you know, it kind of rubbed 
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wrong when I started thinking about, God, what will it 

take for us to get air quality monitors in our 

neighborhood. And so I ask you to select our 

neighborhood, because of the need of the community, 

because of the future of the children in our 

neighborhoods, because they deserve to be able to breathe 

good quality air. 

There's so many people in our community that have 

problems with asthma, and high blood pressure, and all 

these different things that are related.  Right now, 

they're currently building three new home projects within 

our pocket of the area that we live in. Each one of these 

new projects has over 500 new homes that are being built 

in there. 

And do you think that they took into thought that 

this area isn't -- the air is not even that good?  No, 

because they just want to sell homes.  And so I'm asking 

this Board to remember Northgate Gardenland, North 

Sacramento, select us, so that we can be able to have 

better air quality in our neighborhoods.  We deserve it.  

I ask you -- I ask the Board. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Before we go onto our next speaker before, I'm 

going to try Antonio again.  Antonio, I've asked you to 
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unmute yourself.  Are you there?  

So we have our call-in number and our access code 

on screen now. If you do this number dial, and star nine, 

and raised your hand. But for now, we will skip you.  

Our next speaker is Sarai Parker.  I have 

activated your microphone.  You can go ahead and begin. 

SARAI PARKER: Okay.  Before I start, I just want 

to say that everyone should have the same amount of time 

to speak. You all are giving more time to these council 

members, but are cutting off the people who are speaking 

their truth and are passionate about change in these 

communities. 

So, hi. My name is Sarai Parker.  I'm 15 years 

old and I'm a sophomore at Coliseum College Prep Academy.  

I'm the East Oakland Air Quality Fellow for New Voices Are 

Rising Program. I am here today to share with you 

firsthand we're living surrounded by air pollution is like 

an urge you to use your power to make a difference and 

designate East Oakland as an AB 617 community. 

For over ten years, I have lived in and gone to 

school in the 94621 zip code of East Oakland.  This zip 

code is one of the most polluted areas in the entire state 

and it has one of the highest COVID rates in Oakland. 

This zip code is predominantly Black, Latinx, and low 

income, as well as many enhoused people.  
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We all know that this isn't a mistake.  I know 

how poor the air quality is, how detrimental it is to my 

health, and others who live in that community, because it 

is visible every day. 

I recently conducted a survey throughout my 

school to learn about the impact of air pollution on my 

peers. Sixty-eight percent don't know or are unsure of 

the status of their air quality, meaning they aren't aware 

of its negative impacts on their daily lives.  Almost all 

the participants said they want to see air filtration 

systems installed in schools, homes, and workplaces.  They 

want the limitation of diesel trucks passing through the 

community, and strong regulations and enforcements placed 

on polluters. 

We need your help making these things possible.  

Designating East Oakland as an AB 617 community would 

decrease the negative impacts of poor air quality on the 

East Oakland community and could also increase our life 

expectancy. 

Nonetheless, if East Oakland is not designated as 

an AB 617 community today, you are still not off the hook 

for playing your part in changing our lev -- in changing 

our living conditions.  You can work with the air district 

to shutdown factories and foundries, and/or provide health 

reparations to impacted communities.  If you do not 
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seriously invest and implement sustainable community 

designated changes in East Oakland, the well-being of 

community members will continue to be harmed, and the 

onslaught of COVID-19 will continue to cause additional 

damage. Thank you for your time.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Iretha.  I have activated 

your microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 

IRETHA WARMSLEY: Good evening. Good evening, 

California Air Resource Board.  My name is Iretha and I am 

a long-time resident of South LA.  And I'm here today 

because I am thankful for the nomination for South Los 

Angeles for AB 617 improvement for our air quality.  I am 

part of the South Central Los Angeles Push Quality 

Administration. And I am here, because I am in strong 

support of the official selection of South Los Angeles, AB 

617. 

The Air Quality Academy was important to me, 

because I learned about the pollution and the pollution 

that we have in our community. I firsthand was out there 

monitoring it. I was very -- I was very upset and 

alarming for what I found out. And so I am complete -- I 

am completely prepared to participate in the process of 

improving our air quality here in our community.  

We have to focus on our health, because there's a 
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lot of mortality with infants.  We have a lot of people 

with asthma. I myself am an asthma sufferer, my husband. 

And it's just -- it's getting to the point, where with 

COVID you imagine how we feel the alarming alert that we 

need to get this AB 617 active. 

Like I said, I'm 100 percent committed to putting 

myself in and helping to our community to have better 

quality of air. Our vision can be accomplished by cleaner 

air and just transition of the way industries of our -- of 

our concern, and holding certain agencies accountable to 

make sure that these -- that this is implemented in our 

community. 

Thank you, California Air Resource Board for 

consideration of South LA.  We hope we can work together 

towards a cleaner air for our community. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is LaDonna Williams.  After 

LaDonna, we have Lonnie M., Katherine Funes, and Jill 

Ratner. 

So LaDonna, I have activated your microphone.  

You can unmute yourself and begin. 

LaDONNA WILLIAMS:  Yes. Hello. It was good 

morning. Then it was good afternoon.  Now, it's good 

evening. That tells you how long we've been sitting in 
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this process on spending our valuable time that could be 

better spent with our families, addressing pollution in 

our communities. 

This set up here with AB 617 is a failure. This 

process has failed, particularly African Americans.  The 

organizations that are African American led has not been 

chosen really in these processes.  When you first chose 

that -- the 13 initial groups that started off with ten, 

then added another three, only one of those were black 

co-led. The other communities have been left out. 

You look at it, it's not us against them.  It's 

just the facts. You have supported Latino. You've left 

Black out to die.  That is the reality.  When you even 

look at your visuals that is on CARB, you see the children 

on there, lovely children.  One is ambiguous. You don't 

know what she is.  The other ones clearly are not Black. 

And then you see the one Black in the back. 

This is how you've approached this process.  You 

say all lives matter.  We're all in this together.  We're 

not. You look at the data. You look at how much money 

has been spent in these communities and you see Black is 

at the bottom of that list, with the exception of West 

Oakland. And I love the fact that they're getting 

support. But our other communities need that support too. 

You put $100 million plus into West Oakland.  
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Yet, you got East Oakland over there begging like 

stepchildren being left out to die and starve. 

Now, please tell me how this process is a 

success. That's what we've been hearing from our local 

air district, and even you, CARB, how successful this has 

been. Yet, when you look at my community of Vallejo, or 

Stockton, or you're hearing Watts beg for -- and plead for 

help, like we're kissing the Royal King and Queen's ring 

to just continue to disrespect us, and you ignore us, and 

give us these few seconds to even talk.  

But please tell me how other communities are 

supposed to be helped, if CARB is dumping every -- almost 

every incentive and funding source into this AB 617 

process. Who are they reaching out to outside of it?  

And I gave you the example of Port of Oakland. 

They're getting a hundred million dollars plus, while the 

rest of the communities are left out to die.  The same 

thing over there in Imperial Valley.  What about the Black 

communities over there. There's blacks over there in El 

Centro, but they're all so -- they don't even know about 

the process. This process here is the epitome of 

environmental racism. 

And we're all running around here following, oh, 

AB 617, and we're begging you to make us part of it. And 

little -- literally, we're being murdered and killed 
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legally by this process.  Break it up. Give the money to 

the groups, and the communities and the neighborhoods that 

need this and remove out this ridiculous set up that is 

not community driven. It is actually agency driven, while 

you guys are claiming a success.  It is not. We've got to 

redo this thing to save our lives. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Lonnie M. I have activated 

your microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 

LONNIE MASON: I didn't have my hand raised, 

but --

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Oh, apologies.  I -- I saw 

you had your hand --

LONNIE MASON: You called me a couple of times.  

But, you know, I'll speak.  I'll speak.  I'll say a few 

things. And I'll piggy-back off the young lady who just 

got finished speaking.  Once again, you know, we're 

hearing a lot from the communities and they're speaking 

up, especially the black communities.  I have relatives 

that live in South Cental, you know, Los Angeles as well. 

I'm aware of the issue down there too as well. And so you 

look at the communities up here, the Bayview -- 

Bay-O-Vista, Vallejo, Richmond, you know, Oakland, 

especially East Oakland, where I lived and I grew up, you 

know, when to high school, went to college, Merritt 
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College, I'm totally aware of the air pollution there.  

Vigorously, you know, there -- especially over there by 

880. It's a mess. 

And so these disadvantaged communities are being 

overlooked. As always, you guys did a nice kind of job 

with the presentation, CARB, but you have to focus on the 

disadvantaged community.  We know what's going on. We're 

not incompetent.  We're totally aware of the process. 

We're dying. You know it. We have statistical data that 

proves it and shows it. So we shouldn't have to beg.  

It's simple. It's simple.  We need more transparency.  

You need to establish something like this again, but you 

need to hear the community more than like two minutes or 

three. 

You can't just shut them down. You know, two 

minutes and three minutes is not enough time. I 

understand we're dealing with the whole California, but we 

shouldn't hear California Air Resources Board more so than 

the community. That's not good.  That's not good at all, 

because you're not putting the community and the lives and 

the health of the people in the community first.  

Just like Ms. LaDonna Williams said, it's not 

being community driven, it's being agency driven.  We know 

that's not right.  That's not correct. So we ask -- and 

we shouldn't have to beg.  People, you know, are dying.  
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That should be enough right there. I have several 

families members that have cancer living in the Bayview 

Hunters Point community.  It's ridiculous. 

Another friend of nine just had surgery, 

cancer -- colon cancer, worked on the shipyard.  So these 

disadvantaged communities, you know, they're -- they're 

being taken advantage of, and so you guys have to do 

something about it, please.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Katherine Funes.  Katherine, 

I have activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself 

and begin. 

KATHERINE FUNES: Hi. Thanks. It's Katherine 

Funes and I'm the Director for the New Voices Are Rising 

Program in Oakland. You've already heard from some of our 

youth earlier. I just want to say thanks to LaDonna for 

voicing everything that she said and speaking also to East 

Oakland's condition, which I'm here to talk to you a bit 

more about following our youth.  And shout-out to any 

other youth who are here.  I know it's always a long 

process, but your voice is important, so I commend you for 

being here. 

So I'm here following the other youth who were 

speaking earlier to urge you to designate East Oakland an 
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AB 617 community for this year with the caveat that that 

is an actually valuable AB 617 community, and valuable to 

community members, valuable to those who are impacted by 

air pollution. 

So East Oakland is no surprise a majority low 

income, community of color area dealing with devastating 

and frankly dehumanizing air quality conditions.  And for 

the past year, we've been bearing the brunt of COVID-19 

more than other parts of Oakland.  

The work for East Oakland's air quality and 

environmental justice issues has been going on for decades 

at the hands of dedicated community members.  It's 

community members who are making sure everyone is safe, 

who are checking in on each other, who are making sure 

folks have proper medication if they have respiratory 

illnesses, and access to health care, who are making sure 

unhoused neighbors who are living across from the AB&I 

foundry have masks to deal with the pollution from that 

place, and also from wildfire smoke.  It's community 

members taking care of each other and doing that work. 

But it's not our responsibility, it's a labor of 

love, but the onus isn't on us, because we are not the 

ones who have contributed the most to ongoing air quality 

issues, or broader climate, or environmental just -- 

injustices. 
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Nobody knows who you are in the community.  

That's a problem.  You're responsible for these air 

quality things in our community and nobody knows who are 

you. We constantly have to explain who CARB is, who the 

air district is.  And you're, at the end of the day, 

making the decisions that are going to impact people the 

most. So what are you going to do this year?  

We know what we're going to do as community 

members. What are you going to do this year?  Are you 

going to make East Oakland an AB 617 community?  Are you 

going to reflect on what AB 617 is and make it a better 

program for not just East Oakland, but every other 

community involved in the process.  How are you going to 

show up this year for East Oakland and other communities. 

I want you to actually think about that and then actually 

put that into action. I don't want to see the AB&I 

Foundry open. I don't want to see diesel exhaust.  I 

don't want to see crematorium. I don't want to have to 

worry about what I'm breathing, simply because I live 

here. 

I want to just live my life free of worry.  I 

know other people in East Oakland want the same exact 

thing. You have the power to play your part in making 

that impossibility for East Oakland, and I urge you to do 

that. 
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Thanks for your time.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Jill Ratner. After Jill, we 

have Sarah Rees, a phone number ending in 167, and Alec 

Castellano. 

Jill, I have activated your microphone.  You can 

unmute yourself and begin. 

JILL RATNER: Thank you very much and thank you, 

Board members. I'm here as the Senior Program Advisor for 

the Rose Foundation for Communities and the Environment. 

And I'm here to support our New Voices Are Rising youth, 

and program director Katherine Funes in calling for East 

Oakland to become a priority community.  

East Oakland has some of the worst diesel 

pollution in the state. The East Oakland flatlands 

consistently are rated in the top ten percent for 

pollute -- for diesel pollution by CalEnviroScreen.  East 

Oakland also has some of the highest asthma in the state 

in the top percentage for most of -- or a wide portion of 

the community for asthma, again on CalEnviroScreen. 

And East Oakland has really, as everyone has 

mentioned, been hit very, very hard by COVID.  I just took 

a look at the COVID case rates and the East Oakland zip 

codes fall somewhere above Riverside County and Los 

Angeles County, and just slightly below San Bernardino 
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County when it comes to COVID case rates. 

Whether or not East Oakland is included as a 

priority community in this round, it's absolutely vital 

that East Oakland -- that work in East Oakland happen to 

reduce air pollution, to reduce exposure. I encourage you 

to listen to the voices of the students who have definite 

ideas about ways to reduce exposure, for instance, through 

air filtration devices in homes and schools, because this 

is a community that really needs your help.  

Thank you very much.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Sarah Rees.  Sarah, I have 

activated your microphone you can go ahead and begin. 

SARAH REES: Great.  Thank you very much and good 

evening Madam Chair and Board members. My name is Sarah 

Rees and I'm with the South Coast Air Quality Management 

District. On behalf of my agency, I offer my 

congratulations to you and the new Board members on your 

appointments and look forward to working with you in the 

future. 

The South Coast AQMD staff support the 

recommendation to designate the South LA community for the 

AB 617 Program. As mentioned in the staff presentation, 

we have already begun working with community organizations 

and community members to lay the groundwork for the 
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upcoming planning process. Some of the air quality 

concerns that we have heard already from the community 

include concerns about auto body shops, oil production 

facilities, trucks and warehouses, as well as other 

environmental concerns, such as illegal dumping, noise 

pollution, and traffic speed.  

The community has demonstrated that they are 

organized and engaged regarding air pollution issues and 

we are very excited about working closely with this 

community that is disproportionately impacted by local 

pollution, as well as by many social and economic 

injustices. Thank you very much.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you.  Our next 

speaker is a phone number ending in 167. I have activated 

your speaker. You should be able to unmute yourself. 

Hello? 

ELVIRA HERRERA: Hello. Can you hear me? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can. 

ELVIRA HERRERA: Yes. Hi. Good afternoon, Madam 

Chair Randolph and Board members, and attendees.  My name 

is Elvira Herrera with Wings of Freedom. Thank you for 

the opportunity to provide comments.  Many of our -- many 

of you have probably heard that the Salton Sea, The Salton 

Sea is recognize as an impaired body of water from banned 

pesticides, and heavy metals, and other contaminants.  
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It's also a large body of water in the State of 

California. 

As the Salton Sea continues to decay, the 

community of Salton City is being exposed to toxic air and 

contaminants. It's -- it is vital for monitoring in the 

area for residents to take precaution, contaminants.  The 

children in Salton City have suffered long from 

respiratory disease, asthma, allergies and other rare 

conditions. All through the years, the number of off-road 

riders and RVs have increased, which has had a great 

impact increase of level of air pollution. 

It is my desire for the community of Salton City 

to be considered as its own state -- stand-alone community 

air monitor plan and community emissions reduction plan.  

I appreciate the time and consideration.  Thank 

you so much for your time. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Before you go, could we get your name one more 

time, please. 

ELVIRA HERRERA: It's Elvira Herrera with Wings 

of Freedom and I'm from the Coachella Valley in 

California. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you so much. 

ELVIRA HERRERA:  Thank you 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Our next speaker is Alec 
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Castellano. After Alec we have Michelle Arango, Ranji 

George, and Angelica Urquidez.  Apologies if I got that 

wrong. 

Alec, I have activated your microphone.  You can 

unmute yourself and begin. 

Alec Castellano, are you there? 

Okay. We'll go on to your next speaker.  

Michelle Arango.  Michelle, I have activated your 

microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 

MICHELLE ARANGO:  Hi. Hello. My name is 

Michelle Arango.  I'm currently 18 and a senior in high 

school. I am also the AB 617 Fellow for New Voices are 

Rising. 

For the past four years, I have been advocating 

for the improvement of air quality the in the City of 

Oakland. Since 2018, I have been serving as part of the 

West Oakland AB 617 steering committee. West Oakland's 

air quality is on section of an overall problem our city 

is facing. And it is now time for East Oakland to be 

recognized as an AB 617 designated community. 

Low income and POC families make up more than 

half of the population in East Oakland. Meanwhile, people 

living in the Oakland Hills are predominantly white and 

high income community have significantly better air 

quality. 
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Due to the pandemic, East Oakland has also been 

burdened with COVID-19.  If you were to make a list of 

things we would not see in the Oakland Hills, like diesel 

trucks, foundries, and crematoriums, you can count on East 

Oakland having that and much more. There are schools and 

homes just down the street from the AB&I Foundry and the 

crematorium. 

There are people developing life-long conditions 

for breathing air that is not up to the standards of those 

in the hills. I urge you to consider and select East 

Oakland as an AB 617 community. My work in East 

Oakland -- in West Oakland has shown me how necessary and 

beneficial this program would be for East Oakland.  Even 

if you don't make the decision today, you still need to be 

held accountable for members who have died in previous 

years because of the bad air quality in our communities. 

You need to provide support whether that be 

monetary funds or providing air filtration systems in 

people's homes, community centers, and schools. You're 

still accountable for playing your role in changing 

current conditions. You can make stricter regulations 

when it comes to pollution and make sure that these 

policies are being enforced, because the policies that we 

have now are not being enforced and people are dying out 

there. 
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You still have a duty to the community to 

prioritize the air quality and not the profit that we may 

have because of all of these establishments that are 

profiting off of our health and impoverishing us even 

more. 

Deciding which communities will be AB 617 

designated is not a game and you're gambling with peoples 

lives and health.  This is why implore that you select 

East Oakland an AB 617 and stop pitting us against each 

other, because at the end of the day all of these 

communities need help. And by pitting us against each 

other in this coliseum of sorts you're not making t any 

better. So really just look at yourselves, like at all 

these community members who have come to advocate for 

their own communities and just really take a look at 

yourself. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Ranji George. Ranji, I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

RANJI GEORGE: Hello.  My name is Ranji George.  

Good evening, Board members.  As a way of background, I am 

involved with non-profit -- founder of a non-profit of 

Coalition of Advanced Cell.  And I was assigned to the 
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South Coast for over 25 years dealing batteries, fuel 

cells, and natural gas technology in the Technology 

Advancement Office.  And I would like to thank you and 

support ARB's management and Board for the push on 

zero-emission vehicles.  I think it's very important, 

because with the technologies we can eliminate greenhouse 

gas, criteria pollutants, and air toxics from 

transportation sectors. 

And that brings me to the next subject, but 

there's a challenge with battery vehicles and that is 

battery waste recycling.  Let me call on -- call your 

attention to a company called GNB and Exide. GNB and 

Exide it was located in the AB 617 designated community of 

East LA, Boyle Heights and Vernon.  And it played a very 

good role in recycling lead acid batteries that are ten 

million cars roughly in LA basin and each battery had to 

be recycled and there are two -- only two recycling 

batteries as far as I know, Quemetco and GNB, but GNB was 

sued by the community for GNB for its lead emissions and 

other -- a range of other emissions. 

It was an environmental disaster.  And so after a 

long time the litigation, it shut down. And guess where 

the batteries are going? Some of it is going to the other 

facility, remaining facility, and the rest is going out of 

California and many are being shipped into Mexico. 
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Now, this will be replicated if we don't pay 

attention to battery waste, given that each car today has 

almost ten times more battery in it.  In fact, it's 40 

times. It's 30 pounds currently for one lead cell and 

1,200 for the other. So this massive amount of battery 

waste will require you to put about 20 battery recycling 

facilities. And guess where it will go and guess where it 

will affect? 

These young people, the 18 year olds who are 

speaking up - I'm they are - they have to deal with this 

battery waste. And what -- I urge you not to treat 

battery waste as a footnote or a asterisk, but as a policy 

consider, because we can do much better, if we plan today.  

We can move to better battery chemistries, better battery 

recycling, the process of taking custody and dispose -- 

everything we can plan now.  We just -- we have time now. 

So I urge you.  Plus, also please continue to 

look into hydrogen fuel cells, because it doesn't have 

this kind of tremendous waste impact. So thank you.  I --

and I appreciate the opportunity to share this. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Angelica Urquidez.  Angelica, 

I have activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself 

and begin. 

ANGELICA URQUIDEZ:  Hi. Can you hear me? 
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BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can. 

ANGELICA URQUIDEZ:  Okay. Hi. Thank you again 

for allowing me to speak.  My name is Angelica Urquidez.  

And I am a Watts residents a with Watts Rising, 

Transformative Climate Community Street Team.  

As previously speakers mentioned, we couldn't 

have help but notice that Watts is not included as a South 

Los Angeles community boundary when Watts is in South Los 

Angeles. So the Watts community deserves to be included 

as -- for the -- as a community -- recommended community 

for the Air Resource Protection Program for AB 617.  

When it comes to environmental and racial 

justice, Watts has been heavily impacted by dangerous 

pollutants and injustices.  According to the California 

Environmental Protection -- Protection Agency, Watts is 

among the top five percent most polluted and vulnerable 

communities in the State. Just a few years ago, there was 

high levels of contaminants in the Jordan Housing Projects 

where a lot of residents live, due to an oil storage site 

that had never been remediated. Our schools also, a few 

years ago, had contaminated waters, and students were 

exposed in drinking from the water fountains.  And I was 

one of those students.  

There are four freeways and the most busiest 

freeways are the I-10 and the I-105 that criss-cross --
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criss-cross the fringes of Watts. My community also has 

the lowest expense -- expect -- expectancy rate in the 

state. When I tried to check for what toxins are being 

released in our zip code area in the toxic release 

inventory website through the EPA, they can't provide any 

information on it.  No information on what toxins are 

being released. 

My community and myself are constantly being 

exposed to pollutants on a daily basis, whether we were 

going out for groceries or just being at home outside.  

These resources being offered can definitely hope and 

benefit the Watts community when it comes to living a 

longer life, having cleaner air, and environmental and 

racial justice. Watts should not be overlooked or be 

ignored. So therefore, Watts should be included for the 

Air Resources Community Program for AB 617. 

Thank you for your time.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

I'm gong to try Alex Castellano again.  After 

Alec, we have Jazmine Johnson, Angel Garcia, and Jim 

Kennedy. 

Alec, I've asked you to unmute yourself, if 

you're there. If you're having difficulties unmuting -- 

oh, there you go. 

MELISSA VARGAS: Hello.  My name is Melissa. 
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Alec is my colleague. I'm not sure what happened, if 

something got mixed up, but I have a comment.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Okay. Go ahead. 

MELISSA VARGAS: So good evening, Chair Randolph 

and members of the Board. My name is Melissa Vargas.  I 

am the Program Specialist for the Environmental Justice 

Program at Catholic Charities Diocese of Stockton. 

And I am here in support of the Arvin and Lamont 

community being selected as an AB 617 community.  As many 

of you are already know, Arvin and Lamont are rural, 

farm-working communities composed of a majority Latinx 

population, with Spanish speaking households who also live 

below the federal poverty level. 

These communities experience poor air quality as 

a result of the surrounding oil and agricultural 

industries of the region contributing to high rates of 

asthma and other respiratory conditions.  Many of the 

communities heavily impacted by air pollution are those 

working in the agricultural industry, who are exposed to 

hazardous air pollutants and pesticides on a daily basis.  

According to the U.S. EPA, Kern County disposed 

of more than seven million pounds of hazardous air 

pollutants in one year alone.  These environmental 

injustices are a direct linkage to racial, social, and 

economic inequality.  
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Residents of Arvin and Lamont are predominantly 

low income and have less access to quality health care.  

As an environmental justice advocates with the Catholic 

voice, we are called on to care for God's creation, and 

therefore, we intend to protect and advocate for the most 

vulnerable and disenfranchised communities. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Jazmine Johnson.  I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

JAZMINE JOHNSON: Hi. Can you all hear me? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Yeah, it's a little quiet. 

JAZMINE JOHNSON: Is that a little better 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  That's better, yes. 

JAZMINE JOHNSON: Oh. Okay. Awesome.  Thank 

you. 

Good evening, Chair and Board members.  My name 

is Jazmine Johnson and I'm the Land Use and Health 

Profession -- Program Associate at Physicians for Social 

Responsibility, Los Angeles.  I'm also a residents of the 

West Adams neighborhood in South Central Los Angeles.  And 

I greatly appreciate CARB's consideration of South Central 

for selection as an air monitoring and emissions reduction 

community. 
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The residents of South Central have long borne 

the burden of disproportionate health outcomes, as a 

result of the legacy of disinvestment and discriminatory 

practices and policies.  So I'm truly excited for this 

opportunity for my community to be restored to a safe, 

healthy, and thriving space for us to live, work, pray, 

and play. 

I am gravely concerned however about the 

boundaries selected for my community. See, I'm fortunate 

to live directly across the street from a wonderful park 

that especially during the pandemic has been full of 

children, and families, and pets, and all kind of things.  

And if I make my way towards nearby Main Street, about 

three blocks away, I pass an elementary school, a high 

school, three churches.  Then within another block or so, 

I pass a preschool for developmentally disabled children, 

and then near that there's a convalescent hospital, and a 

men's wellness center. 

Then I approach a large retirement home and a 

health care facility.  And just past that is a conspicuous 

brick wall draped in shrubbery.  And behind this wall is 

the Murphy Oil drill site. At this point, I've only 

walked about half a mile from my apartment.  And just 

three blocks from this point and about a block from my 

apartment is bustling 10 Freeway.  The entire are I just 
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described, while very much a part of South Central and 

unquestionable impacted by toxic emissions from heavy 

traffic and oil extraction was excluded from the 

boundaries that were presented today.  

And, in fact, the entire stretch of 10 freeway 

bordering the community, several oil drilling sites, auto 

body shops, dry cleaners, and other hazardous facilities, 

including those in the Watts community, have been 

excluded, leaving thousands of impacted residents out of 

this program's benefits that they are more than entitled 

to. For the sake of industry carve-outs.  This is 

unacceptable. 

I'm eager for South Central to finally reap the 

returns of decades of organizing and advocating for 

improved healthy and equitable neighborhood conditions and 

for the rectification of State-sanctioned racism and 

oppression. 

So again, I thank you all for your consideration 

of South Central as an AB 617 community and fully support 

its section in its entirety.  If justice and the full 

efficacy of this program are to be achieved, it's 

imperative that you all do so.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Angel Garcia.  I have 
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activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

ANGEL GARCIA: Hi. Can you hear me? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can. 

ANGEL GARCIA: Good evening, Madam Chair and CARB 

Board members. My name is Angel Garcia. I'm with 

Californians for Pesticide Reform.  And I am born and 

raise in the San Joaquin Valley. And today, I want to 

just really support and -- well, I just want to mention 

that I -- we truly support the selection of Arvin and 

Lamont in Kern County. Many communities illustrate the 

challenges of environmental justices that dot the San 

Joaquin Valley. 

And I -- we are rejoicing and finally counting on 

more attention to the Central Valley, especially in areas 

where there is heavy chemical inputs that have a long-term 

and also short-term health effects on our farm working and 

now just recently recognized as essential workers.  

Also, I wanted to quickly mention the importance 

of CARB Board to reaffirm its support to the 

implementation of the Shafter notification pilot, by 

supporting the Department of Pesticide Regulations efforts 

to getting their local Kern County Agricultural 

Commissioner to implement the pilot project there.  It is 

appalling and also very frustrating to see that a local 
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official is not wanting to work with community members, 

when community members are doing this in their own time 

and really wanting to see a change in their communities.  

And yet, the local Kern County Ag Commissioner 

has publicly and an appears at these steering committees 

meetings to also showcase that this -- that we cannot have 

this. As it is, our -- there are lived experiences up and 

down our state that are struggling and surviving current 

times and historically as well.  And to have a local 

county ag commissioner not want to implement the lived 

experiences in the lived -- and the input from community 

residents in -- as part of this AB 616 -- 7 process, I 

think is just doing a major justice.  

So I really encourage that CARB Board members 

really stand with community on this one. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Jim Kennedy. If you are 

having trouble hearing the Spanish translation, if you 

click the interpretation button, there's an option to mute 

original audio, go ahead and click that, and that will 

mute the English -- the English, so maybe that -- 

hopefully, that will help helpful.  

So our next speaker is Jim Kennedy.  After Jim, 

we have David Guerrero, Julie Rhoten, and Liz Johnson.  
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So, Jim, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can unmute yourself and begin. 

JIM KENNEDY: Hello. My name is Jim Kennedy and 

I'm the Executive Director of the Healthy Air Alliance, a 

statewide nonprofit that believes, like everybody on this 

call, that everyone has a right to breathe clean air.  

It's how we get there that's the devil in the details. 

And I want to thank the CARB Board members and staff for 

working so diligently to take urgent actions to reduce air 

toxins and protect the health of those under-resourced 

communities. 

I have comments that I wrote to support AB 617 as 

a policy, and for the expansion this year, and for many 

years to come, because as we've all been listening to the 

speakers before us, there's a passion out there.  There's 

an energy. There's a wanting to be included.  And that's 

the promise of AB 617 that everyone deserves to have a 

voice in the regulatory process, in the founding process, 

and being empowered to point out in their communities 

working with government agencies, local and State, what 

are the problems that they want to put their energy and 

it's supposed to really expand the possibilities.  

And I want to take this time to thank all the 

non-profits that have worked so hard working with CARB 

with their air -- community air grants, especially APEN, 
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and PSR-LA, and the Central Valley Air Quality Coalition, 

that they worked so hard to get to this level, where we're 

going to be approving their areas today.  

But that means that there's going to be a lot of 

work to be done. And I want to thank Assemblymember 

Eduardo Garcia for his work to make this even possible to 

even get us started.  Remember, this program has started 

just three years ago -- or about four years ago now, and 

there's a lot more work to be done. And that's what we 

have to be intentional about. And that's the most 

important part of AB 617 is the connection between the 

community and the agencies to build that trust, because 

this is going to be a decades long process of finding 

tools. And that's what the State has to do with or 

without AB 617 designating these communities, give us more 

tools, more resources to start working as community 

scientists to put air monitoring systems up there, to have 

more tools to be able to implement choices for clean 

technologies, and alternative fuels that will allow us to 

reduce cost, find our own solutions, and implement our own 

solutions. 

And that is what people are asking for.  And I 

know that the CARB Resources, this is not just AB 617, but 

there's many opportunities for CARB to do that.  And I 

appreciate all the work that they are doing and fulfilling 
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what was the legislative directive, but now we, as 

non-profits, as community people have to work with our 

legislators, Eduardo Garcia, and maybe a legislative 

caucus to get the budget to expand AB 617 opportunities.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is David Guerrero.  David, I 

have activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself 

and begin. 

DAVID GUERRERO: Hi. My name is David Guerrero. 

I live in the Northgate Gardenland community in the City 

of Sacramento. I wanted to give you a picture of our 

community. I live adjacent to Northgate Boulevard El 

Camino Avenue. Northgate and El Camino are major 

corridors in the City of Sacramento. What does that 

signify? Seventy-seven percent of all accidents in which 

a person is killed or seriously injured occur on the 

corridor. We have two corridors that cross our 

neighbor -- our neighborhood filled with cars and trucks, 

and continuous traffic as people try to bypass our 

neighborhood to get to their own communities. 

On Northgate Boulevard, within -- either on the 

street or within 1,500 feet of Northgate Boulevard, we 

have six schools located, Smythe Elementary, Hazel Strauch 

Elementary, Rio Tierra Junior High School, Garden Valley 
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Elementary, Hazel Mahone Elementary, Inspire Elementary 

School. 

To the north, we have I-80. To the east, we have 

a railroad line. We have a major gas line along the east 

perimeter of our neighborhood, where PG&E releases gas in 

the air to relieve stress on their lines.  They did this 

during some of the worst quality days in the history of 

Sacramento, during the fires that sent smoke that filled 

our city. 

To the south, we have Highway 160 and the Garden 

Highway. To the west, we have Highway 5. We qualify as a 

site to put a monitor in, but you, CARB, have created a 

system where qualifying is not enough.  Qualifying is 

really not a good thing.  It means you recognize the 

environmental injustice we are being subjected to. Yet, 

this condition existed before you arrived to the Board, 

but it doesn't have to continue after you leave.  

You have created a situation where communities 

have to fight each other for the scraps you secure.  

Instead of fighting for more funding to help our 

communities, you sit back and watch the poor and 

underserved serve as your circus.  Meanwhile, we have to 

continue to have the City of Sacramento plans to expand 

I-5 to bring more cars and more traffic into our 

community. 
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Right now, you can -- right now, you can select 

North Sacramento zip code 95815 and include Northgate 

Gardenland community.  I'll give you a quick picture of 

95815 that in 2016 UC Davis health needs assessment 

they've identified the number of hospital emergency visits 

for asthma as 362 visits per 10,000  The Sac County 

average is 236, and the state average is 149. 95815 has 

more than 100 more visits than the rest of the county and 

more than double the state average. 

Hospitalizations for asthma in North Sacramento 

is 135 per 10,000, and the county average is 101, and the 

state average is 71.  

You have the power to fight for more funding.  

You are elected officials. You are appointed to these 

position. Without the air quality monitors to read our 

air data directly from our community, we cannot request 

fundings to improve our community.  This is where you come 

in. You need to fight for us.  These changes that come 

will not affect us in the older community, but it's not 

too late to help the kids.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Julie Rhoten. Julie, I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 
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JULIE RHOTEN: Thank you. Good evening.  I'm 

Julie Rhoten. I'm a social worker and the Executive 

Director of Stanford Settlement Neighborhood Center. 

We're a private non-profit social service agency.  We're 

located in the Gardenland Northgate neighborhood, one of 

the oldest neighborhoods in Sacramento.  And we're tucked 

in between North Sacramento and South Natomas.  Our 

mission is to help build healthy communities through 

individual, family, and neighborhood services.  

Since coming to work here in 1989, I've seen 

firsthand how this underserved community has been 

disproportionately impacted by poor air quality.  There's 

been a dramatic increase over the years in the number of 

children who show up for our summer day camp program with 

inhalers in their backpacks to treat their asthma.  They 

need and deserve better air quality. 

In November, a women my age who was a life-long 

resident of Gardenland, whose kids used to come to summer 

day camp died unexpectedly and shockingly. In December, 

another women, a high school friend of hers, and another 

woman who I've known for over 20 years passed away too 

son. In January, a third woman from this group passed 

away unexpectedly.  

If I'd grown up here in this neighborhood, 

instead of just nine miles away in the same city, perhaps 
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I would be next. The health disparity in this community 

is unacceptable and everything possible must be done to 

change these outcomes. 

While this is my first time attending CARB, and 

I'm not as knowledgeable about air quality as many who 

have spoken before -- before me today, my observation is 

that this seems to be another example of how low-income 

and diverse communities statewide have to compete against 

one another for limited resources.  

Good air quality is essential and a right that 

poor communities should not have to fight one another for. 

Nevertheless, I do urge you to include Gardenland 

Northgate as an AB 617 community and allocate the 

necessary funding to help improve health outcomes for our 

neighbors. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Liz Johnson. After Liz, we 

have Heather Fargo, Byanka Santoyo, and Veronica Martinez.  

Liz, I have activated your microphone.  You can 

go ahead and begin. 

LIZ JOHNSON: Hi. Can you hear me? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can. 

LIZ JOHNSON: Hi.  My name is Liz Johnson.  I've 

lived in the Northgate Gardenland neighborhood in the 
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north area of Sacramento for 20 years and I'm also on the 

Board of Gardenland Northgate Neighborhood Association, 

Northgate Gardenland is designated already an 

environmental justice community.  I myself have had 

chronic bronchitis for over a decade.  I know my health 

problems are exacerbated by the fact that I live right 

next to Northgate Boulevard, which is an extremely busy 

corridor. 

Between the traffic, the lack of tree canopy, and 

the lack of safe ways to travel in anything but a car, 

they all contribute to health problems in our community. 

We're also right next to the intersection of two major 

Interstate Highways, I-5 and I-80. 

I'm asking that you include all the recommended 

neighborhoods in Sacramento in the list of communities 

designated for air quality monitoring and the development 

of communities emission reduction programs.  You know, I 

wish that these programs were offered to all impacted 

low-income neighborhoods across the state for the greater 

good, as Assemblymember Eduardo Garcia said earlier this 

evening. I wish we didn't have to compete with each other 

for these re sources.  We all deserve to thrive and be 

healthy. 

Being public officials, your decisions affect all 

of us. I appreciate your recognition of environmental 
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justice and your acknowledgement that it is a racial 

equity issue. I sure hope these are more that just words 

on a PowerPoint. 

Thank you for your time.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Heather Fargo.  I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

HEATHER FARGO: Great.  Thank you very much.  

Chair Randolph, my Supervisor Phil Serna, and CARB Board 

members, thank you very much for the opportunity to speak 

to you this evening.  

My name is Heather Fargo and I am the former 

Mayor of Sacramento, California.  I also represented 

Gardenland Northgate, South Natomas area, and others as 

the council member before I was elected mayor.  And I'm 

here tonight to support the Northgate Gardenland 

Neighborhood Association and everyone who has spoken 

before me requesting inclusion in the AB 617 community 

designation. 

The areas that we're talking about in the 

northern Sacramento area are designated as disadvantaged 

communities, promise zones, which tend to not get met, and 

definitely need help.  Air quality is a major concern and 

clearly you need more funding.  The Tree Foundation, which 
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I also work for -- the Sacramento Tree Foundation, which 

I've been helping, has recognized these areas of 

Sacramento as having health disparity problems.  And 

because of that, we are trying to plant as many trees as 

can. And I would love to see in the future that improving 

tree canopies, if it's an air quality management measure, 

is included in your efforts. We are being assisted by Cal 

Fire and that helps, but we need to plant more trees 

clearly. 

Clearly, we have made the point, I think, that 

Gardenland, Northgate, North Sacramento and South Natomas 

should be included.  I recognize that you do not have 

enough funding to fund every community that is asking for 

help at this point, so you need to let the rest of us know 

how we can help you get more funding, so that more 

communities can be funded. 

You have obviously caught the attention of many 

needy communities throughout California who have health 

issues related to air quality that we're hoping you can 

help address. 

So thank you for allowing me the time to speak to 

you. I hope you'll remember Gardenland, Northgate, South 

Natomas and/or Sacramento as you move forward in 

designated communities -- designating communities for AB 

617. 
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Thank you for the time. Good night.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Byanka Santoyo.  

Byanka, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can unmute yourself and begin. 

BYANKA SANTOYO:  Hello? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Hello. 

BYANKA SANTOYO: Hi. Good afternoon.  My name is 

Byanka Santoyo. I work for Center[SIC] Race, Poverty, and 

the Environment.  I'm also sitting in the Chair of the 

Shafter steering committee as a first year selected 

community. But I'm here as -- also as a resident and here 

to support Arvin and Lamont to be a third-year community.  

We've been working with residents here in 

advocating to make this process possible in these 

communities. And even through the first year all the way 

till the second and third year. We've seen the effort --

the whole residents in support. We've had letters of 

support from -- coming from the board of supervisors, to 

actually city officials, and even having the mayor out 

there in support of having this process to happen.  

Geographically, we know that Arvin and Lamont, we 

are in disadvantaged because of the mountains that are 

located around us and holds the whole contamination of air 

pollutants, but we are here to make it possible. But now 
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I'm here to speak -- I know I have a short period of time, 

but I really am thankful that you guys are looking into 

Arvin and Lamont, but I'm here to also speak in Shafter. 

We've had initial happening that we brought for 

to include pesticides as a -- as a contaminant in Shafter. 

And notification has been a big issue in our community and 

still to this day has not been addressed.  

We've came to you multiple occasions and now we 

have new members in the Board. We really are making this 

issue to bring it up again, because we don't want this to 

happen in these communities that are -- that are going to 

be selected. And we got this approved last year and we're 

still having this issue at the moment. And it's only by 

one individual that's taking control, and this is the ag 

commissioner. 

We had a representative from the CARB -- from the 

CARB Board stating us that we were going to have 

everything included and that AB 617 was going to get 

addressed. And still to this day, no agency has taken 

this more -- more -- to the next level.  We really need to 

have pressure from the CARB Board to make this 

notification -- this pesticide notification system 

possible with the support of the CARB Board members. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 
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Our next speaker is Veronica Martinez.  After 

Veronica, we have Christopher Chavez, Jacquelyn Badejo, 

and Paula Torrado Plazas.  

Veronica, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can unmute yourself and begin. 

Veronica Martinez? 

(Discussion in Spanish with interpreter) 

VERONICA MARTINEZ(THROUGH INTERPRETER):  Good 

evening, Chair Randolph and Honorable Board members. My 

name is Veronica Martinez and I am a resident of Salton 

City in the Imperial County.  

Our desires as a community are for the Salton Sea 

to be chosen for a monitoring plan and an emissions 

reduction plan. Hydrogen sulfide has been a problem in 

our community for a long time. It is in schools, 

workplaces, and other places where people congregate.  

The community remains vulnerable and it is an 

injustice that we remain without monitors. We're exposed 

to a lot of toxic air contaminants in the air. For 

example, traffic that comes from the south reached two 

million vehicles per statistics of the CHP in 2017.  We 

know those numbers are rising, and here in the community, 

we do suffer from a lot of respiratory illnesses, for 

instance, asthma, other respiratory issues, nose bleeds, 

and problems with our lungs.  
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We've seen cases of rare cancers in our community 

and we don't have any medical facilities in our immediate 

community. 

Thank you very much for your time. We ask that 

you please consider Salton Sea for the well-being of 

everyone. 

Thank you. 

(Discussion in Spanish with interpreter.) 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Chris Chavez. Chris, I have 

activated your microphone.  You can go ahead and begin. 

CHRISTOPHER CHAVEZ:  Yes. Hello again, Board 

members. This is Chris Chavez, Deputy Policy Director at 

Coalition for Clean Air and a member of the Wilmington, 

Carson, and West Long Beach AB 617 Community Steering 

Committee. 

I want to speak to the three AB 617 communities.  

While I can't speak to the needs of each community, I am 

most familiar with South LA's nomination.  South LA is 

among the most underinvested and vulnerable communities in 

the State. I want to commend the community organizations 

for organizing local residents to be part of this process.  

Organizations like Physicians for Social 

Responsibility-LA, SCOPE, and others have worked hard to 

prepare community stakeholders for the process. 
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It's important to note though that these 

organizations have been working for decades in these 

communities. Rather, it's the State and local governments 

who are catching up.  

I do want to share a few comments however. 

First, all levels of government, State, federal and local, 

need to respect the community emissions reduction plans.  

A plan doesn't amount to much unless all governmental 

agencies are consistent with it.  My mind immediately goes 

to the proposed BNN -- BNSF High Speed Rail Authority 

railyard that's being proposed next to the San Bernardino 

Muscoy community. 

Secondly, we must continue to be concerned about 

overreliance on incentives.  The air districts and CARB 

have identified several rules and regulations for 

updating. But more important than updating rules is 

enforcement. We can't lose -- we also can't lose site of 

the need to reduce toxic air contaminants, much of 

which -- as much of the discussion so far has focused on 

criteria air pollutants. 

The communities involved with the AB 617 process 

need to have direct ownership over the process.  The more 

community control, the better.  This extends beyond just 

meeting facilitation.  Many of the State's most effective 

incentive programs and equity programs are co-managed, or 

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

413 

even directly facilitated by community organizations.  

There are successful examples throughout the state of 

community leadership running programs in partnership with 

the State. And it's best that we -- as a -- in this 

process help those organizations continue to flourish and 

expand those models elsewhere.  

Lastly, regarding the status of Watts, this is 

one of the inherent flaws of the AB 617 process. 

Communities are competing with each other and feeling left 

out. A January 14th, AB 617 presentation from South Coast 

AQMD did show a photo of the Watts Towers in a discussion 

of the future South LA community. Certainly, Watts should 

be included either in the South LA community or considered 

for inclusion in the adjacent Southeast LA community. 

Certainly, I know that there's a lot of work that 

needs to happen there as well and they have long suffered 

injustices too. 

Thank you for your time.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Of our next speaker is Jacquelyn.  Jacquelyn, I 

have activated your microphone. You can go ahead and 

begin. 

JACQUELYN BADEJO:  Good evening, Chair and Board. 

My name is Jacquelyn Badejo, environmental activist.  I'm 

with Watts Clean Air and Energy Committee. For three 
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years, South LA has been left out. Watts, Leimert Park, 

and Crenshaw cannot be left out in this ABC -- I mean AB 

617 community boundary.  Communities cannot continue to be 

forced to compete with each other for these resources.  

Watts is South LA. It's important to include Watts, 

because Watts advocated for this bill and has been putting 

in the work to move towards clean air being a human right.  

Watts inclusion in this selection is the best 

thing you can do organizationally.  If not, it will 

question your process on equity, environmental justice, 

and morals as members on this Board.  I have faith in God 

and you will be the difference. For TCC, we voted as a 

community to include Compton Creek, though outside the 

boundaries of Watts, because it was a need. 

I hope that need of what the community designates 

as South LA outweighs the metrics of qualifications on a 

map. Maps and data that we all know at times promotes 

systemic racism and classism, wars in disadvantaged 

communities, political scandal, and et cetera. We cannot 

breathe in Watts. Do not step on the neck of Watts. Do 

not be the George Floyd of EJ.  

Please do not play a role in South LA being 

pitted against one another.  Watts lives matter too, so 

please let us know you feel the same.  South LA and Watts 

both have TC grants that can help us all make history.  If 
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not, the question is will the steering committee really 

have the power you say?  We are serious and will control 

the next elections if we are disappointed here today.  And 

we have the poorest air quality in the council -- the 15 

council districts.  

Watts was annexed with the City of Los Angeles 

now as South Central Los Angeles and South LA, now 

Southeast. This was due to the KKK fearing a black mayor 

leading to a history of redistricting, red-lining, 

realignment to exclude Watts and African Americans from 

progress and community ownership.  Please re-empower Watts 

by allowing us to have inclusion in ownership in air 

quality issues. Do not, as our councilman who sits on the 

AQMD Board, vote against Watts' quality of air for a 

diminished quality of life. We are grateful to see this 

day and refuse to walk away with a long face.  

Please make it easy.  CARB, you have the power.  

It's only 2.1 square miles. Why cut us out? Would that 

make any logical sense?  Thank you for your time and 

consideration. It will be a sin and crime to not select 

properly. Please do, or pay for it later with the death 

and displacement of many more residents in Watts on your 

hands. Do not be disposition with no creativity in your 

positions and lose your best allies called the people. 

For like the pollution, they show rise, and 
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resilience, and power.  Thank you so much for your time. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Paula Torrado Plazas.  After 

Paula, we have Nayamin Martinez, Gustavo Aguirre, Sr., 

Cesar Aguirre. 

So, Paula, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can unmute yourself and begin. 

PAULA TORRADO PLAZAS:  Good evening, everyone.  

My name is Paula Torrado. And I am the Air and Toxics 

Policy Analyst at Physicians for Social Responsibility, 

Los Angeles. Thank you for your time and for today the 

opportunity to support our community of South Central Los 

Angeles for an AB 617 selection and for all of your 

efforts to reduce pollution burden in our communities. 

I am currently implementing our community air 

protection grant in South Central LA or SCLA-PUSH Project. 

Through these projects, we have trained 70 community 

residents who are ready to engage in air quality policy at 

the local, regional, and State level and become part of 

the AB 617 CSC of South LA. 

We encourage you to use the broadest definition 

of South LA that the community is here today demanding.  

South Central Los Angeles, like so many other communities, 

continue to experience the health impacts of legacy air 

pollution and decades of environmental racism that have 
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left us overexposed and underprotected.  

South LA, like many other communities, has a rich 

history of social justice and organizing, and when faced 

with deep inequality, South LA, predominantly a black and 

brown lower income community, has advocated for 

progressive justice-based solutions, and is now ready to 

realize a vision for a stronger and diverse thriving South 

Central Los Angeles through AB 617. 

In South Central Los Angeles, we have -- through 

our project, we have brought together a collective of 

residents, organizations, and innovative relationships 

with small businesses to start developing solutions that 

are rooted in what the community needs and that support a 

clean production, economic justice, and a just transition.  

We're ready to do the work and to ensure a just 

and equitable AB 617 implementation in South Central Los 

Angeles and to push for significant improvements in air 

quality and community health.  It is time for our 

community to benefit from an air improvement plan, as our 

community has waited for the AB 617 opportunity for the 

past three years. And it is time to also democratize the 

budgeting process so that we can help you ensure the 

benefits of clean air are extended to all communities who 

face a legacy of environmental racism. 

While we stand ready to work to make the South 
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Central Los Angeles community emissions reductions plan a 

strong one, we're also ready to work with you, with the 

Board, and others to extend the benefits and resources 

available to more communities. We have to face and fix 

the flaws in AB 617 that force communities to compete with 

each other. And we continue to stand in support for South 

Central Los Angeles selection.  

Thank you very much your time.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next -- our next speaker is Nayamin Martinez.  

I have activated your microphone. You can go ahead and 

begin. 

NAYAMIN MARTINEZ:  Thank you. (Spoke in Spanish) 

Good evening, Madam Chair and Board members.  My name is 

Nayamin Martinez, Director at the Central California 

Environmental Justice Network.  

We are here to express our full support for the 

selection of Arvin-Lamont as an AB of 17 community. 

However, we are asking you to amend the resolution and to 

direct the staff to change the boundaries now to include 

Fuller Acres. While it's true that boundaries can be 

expanded as the steering committee is formed, based on the 

experiences we had in Shafter and Fresno, this could be a 

lengthy process that take away valuable time that the 

steering committee could devote for the development of the 
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community air monitoring plan and the community emission 

reduction plan. Time plans for implementation of AB 617 

are tied and any time that we can gain would be extremely 

important to make this a successful program.  

We also hope that CARB remains supportive of 

including in the CERP of Arvin-Lamont every quality issue 

that the community deems important, including pesticides, 

as many of these chemicals are classified as toxic air 

contaminants and have been a top concern for community 

members. To illustrate this, I can mention that the 

pesticide drift is one of the top reports that we receive 

in the Kern IVAN reporting network.  

In terms of the overall implementation of the AB 

617 Program, I would like to recommend that the OCAP staff 

begins identifying strategies that have been successful in 

existing AB 617 communities to replicate them in other 

parts of the state, even those who are not part of this 

process. We cannot continue this peel meal -- sorry, 

piecemeal process that makes communities fight to see 

which area is more burdened by pollution, which race or 

ethnicity deserves more incentives.  We have to end this. 

Finally, I want to ask that CARB practices equity 

in all processes, including the time that we're given to 

provide public comment. It is unfair that community 

members have to wait hours in line to speak for three 
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minutes but that a council member is put at the front of 

the line and given no time limits to express herself. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Gustavo Aguirre, Sr.  

Gustavo, I have activated your microphone.  You can unmute 

yourself and begin. 

GUSTAVO AGUIRRE, SR.: Hi. Good evening. My 

name is Gustavo Aguirre, organizing director with Center 

on Race, Poverty, and the Environment. 

And working the communities of Lamont and Arvin 

for the last 14 years. I think earlier on the 

presentation of the selection of the communities, it was 

mentioned that, you know, CARB has been working with eight 

organizations from Arvin-Lamont.  And that's another 

statement that, you know, it offends, you know, the people 

that is working there.  They are other groups that have 

been working there, like community -- Committee for a 

Better Arvin. They are fighting for that.  Comite 

Progreso de Lamont, CCEJN, and other organizations that we 

are being fighting for -- we advocated for 617, 

traveled -- you know, we used to leave like three, four 

a.m. in the morning to Sacramento, and coming back 

sometimes midnight or after.  

So -- and as I had mentioned earlier, 
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Arvin-Lamont I've been advocating since the beginning for 

this project to come to their communities and 

understanding, you know, all other comments from all other 

communities, you know, it's bad that, you know, we have to 

try to justify which communities, you know, to choose.  

But here in Arvin-Lamont, you know, they've been 

ready since the beginning.  They advocated for this law to 

pass. And so that people mentioned, the two big 

industries here in the valley for Arvin-Lamont is 

agriculture and oil industries.  And, to me, it doesn't 

make sense to leave ag out of this process.  It's one of 

the main polluters killing for Lamont and Arvin.  

And as mentioned prior, you know, the Shafter 

project it's insane that a county or a -- an ag 

commissioner is preventing a project to be implemented.  

It just show to me that, you know, the lack of actions 

needed by the State and other authorities to ensure that, 

you know, those measures to protect the health of the 

residents are implemented. 

So please include that -- you know, ag and all 

kind of polluting sources to benefit these communities.  

Please -- I think it's about time to choose Arvin-Lamont 

and to start, you know, supporting these communities.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 
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Our next speaker is Cesar Aguirre. After Cesar, 

we have Ryan Hayashi.  And after that, we will take a 

quick break. So Cesar, I have activated your microphone.  

You can unmute yourself and begin. 

CESAR AGUIRRE: Hi.  Thank you very much.  My 

name is Cesar Aguirre.  I am a community organizer with 

the Central California Environmental Justice Network.  I'm 

a resident of Kern County. I live outside of Bakersfield 

in an unincorporated part of Kern that is very close to 

Lamont. And I started off my work in vine environmental 

justice working with one of the committees that was just 

mentioned, the Committee for a Better Arvin.  

And in my work in doing so, I got very familiar 

with community leaders, community leaders like the ones 

that work in the Community for a Better Arvin, community 

leaders like the ones in Nelson Court, which were victims 

to a gas leak of over eight months, because of a faulty 

gas line that ran underneath their house. 

I'm aware what these community -- you know, I'm 

aware of these community leaders and I work with these 

community leaders alongside people like Gustavo Aguirre 

that just spoke, and a lot of other advocates that have 

talked throughout the night.  And being, you know, aware 

of their capacity and their willingness to work on this is 

what makes me so excited. And it makes me so confident to 
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know that the Arvin-Lamont area is going to be an area 

that can hit the ground running.  The -- they have a 

working relationship with folks that work in Shafter and 

are part of the Shafter Steering Committee.  

They've seen what has gone on this last year and 

they know what to expect because they've also attended the 

meetings in solidarity with the Shafter AB 617 process, 

because, as was mentioned, they -- these community leaders 

have been here since the, beginning because they live in 

homes across from schools that are right next to 

agricultural fields, where pesticides are sprayed.  

Their apartment buildings are right next to oil 

and gas operations that are completely exempt from local 

air district mitigation efforts, because of local rules. 

And these are reasons why it's most important for 

these places to receive the help.  You know, Arvin and 

Lamont area has routinely received an F and has been 

amongst the worst polluted air as per the annual reports 

from the American Lung Association.  

This is something that's long overdue for this 

area and it's something that because of the community 

leadership that exists there, because of the relationship, 

and because of the time that they have put in and their 

understanding of this process, we will be able to make 

sure that we can use this valuable time to make progress 
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like no other place. 

So I would like for you to consider Arvin-Lamont 

as a consideration for the year three nomination. 

Thank you very much.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Ryan Hayashi.  I have 

activated your microphone.  You can go ahead and begin. 

RYAN HAYASHI: Good evening, Chair Randolph and 

members of the Board.  My name is Ryan Hayashi and I'm the 

Deputy Air Pollution Control Officer for the San Joaquin 

Valley Air Pollution Control District and I work with the 

Valley's community steering committees and community 

stakeholders on the development and implementation of 

community emission reduction programs and community air 

monitoring plans.  

One behalf of the District, we want to thank you 

for the opportunity to comment on AB 617 community air 

protection program year three community recommendations.  

In addition to decades of regional air quality improvement 

efforts, AB 617 has created potential new opportunities at 

the community level by bringing much needed additional 

clean air resources and attention to the valley's 

disadvantaged communities and will assist with the 

District's ongoing clean air mission.  

The District received substantial support for the 
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selection of Arvin-Lamont community, as you've heard 

today, including nominations from residents, local 

governments, and community advocates.  As you know, the 

District's governing Board took action on September 17th, 

2020 to nominate the community of Arvin-Lamont for 

third-year AB 617 selection. And district staff concurs 

with CARB staff's recommendations today to select 

Arvin-Lamont community for both community air monitoring, 

and development and implementation of a community 

emissions reduction program.  

If Arvin-Lamont is approved as a community by 

your Board, the District looks forward to working with 

CARB and community partners to take advantage of this 

important opportunity to accomplish meaningful clean air 

efforts in this community. 

This will be the fourth community that the 

district will be working in partnership with, along with 

CARB and community stakeholders under AB 617. And this 

will be a huge undertaking for all of us, particularly as 

we are still in the midst of the pandemic. 

I'd be remiss if I did not -- didn't take this 

opportunity to highlight the ongoing challenge of 

continuing to add communities with no increase in State 

funding for implementation of these multi-year community 

efforts. 
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To ensure success, the State will need to 

continue to work closely with local air districts and 

communities to advocate for sufficient ongoing and 

sustained resources to support implementation of this 

program. 

In closing, the District also wants to thank CARB 

staff for the acknowledgement of the additional nomination 

for the community of La Vina in Madera County.  We 

continue to remain in discussions with this community and 

others throughout the valley to continue establishing 

important community level partnerships.  Thank you very 

much and good night.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

So we will take -- we'll take a quick ten-minute 

break. Our next three speakers after the break will be 

Herman Barahona, Jesus Alonso, and Madeline Harris. 

I will ask all Board members to please mute 

themselves and turn off their videos.  And I will ask all 

commenters, if you have your hands raised, please keep 

them raised. 

Yeah, and we'll be back in about ten minutes. 

Thank you. 

(Off record: 7:30 p.m.) 

(Thereupon a recess was taken.) 

(On record: 7:40 p.m.) 
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BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Okay. So our next three 

speakers are Herman Barahona, Jesus Alonso, and Madeline 

Harris. 

So, Herman, I'm going to activate your microphone 

in a second. 

There we go. 

And you can go ahead and begin. 

HERMAN BARAHONA:  Good evening, members of the 

Board and good evening members of the state of California. 

As a grassroots EJ community, it is really an honor to be 

accompanied by so many people who care for the health and 

well-being of the community.  

I think everybody has said so much that I believe 

everybody is tired and ready to go home, but -- or switch 

cameras, but I want to say one thing to the Board that 

will be incredibly important to consider.  A democratic 

process for budgeting AB 617 will leverage your dollars so 

much more than giving say, for example, Pepsi-Cola $5 

million from AB 617 funds, which has happened in the last 

two years. 

So what I'm requesting from the Board is to 

consider the grassroots fundraising efforts that have 

happened already here in the backyards of Sacramento 

county. The community allies of Gardenland, Northgate, 

North Sacramento neighborhood has united with communities 
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across the county to install their own FMR status air 

quality monitors.  And they're going to study their -- in 

their own way to educate the community, but also to show 

you that we can do this work very well and in a very 

effective way to determine the kinds of solutions that the 

grassroots community will solve for you.  

So I ask the Board here to really consider 

democratizing the budgeting process, so AB 617 is 

leveraged by this -- by the amazing people at the 

churches, schools, non-profits, neighborhood associations 

that are willing to match you, to figure out a way to find 

out what's really going on with our air and find out the 

bad players out there that are violating federal 

standards, especially in communities that don't have any 

federal regulatory monitors.  

This would be a really good way to meet the 

demands of the community, but also to leverage your 

dollars at AB 617, which has been a terrible waste of 

money in the way that it's being disbursed or even the 

minimal community boundaries that have been established by 

AQMDs across the state. 

And I'll leave that with -- I'll leave you with 

that and thank you very much for giving me time to speak 

tonight. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 
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Our next speaker is Jesus Alonso.  I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

JESUS ALONSO: Hello. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Hello. 

JESUS ALONSO: All right. Good afternoon.  My 

name is Jesus Alonso.  I'm a community organizer for Clean 

Water Action and Vice President of the -- Vice President 

of the Lamont Public Utilities District.  

I ask that you select the Lamont-Arvin area for 

AB 6176 community selection process.  Our communities sit 

at the bottom of the valley where air contaminants are -- 

from the valley pull, as we're downwind a variety of 

pollution sources. We are saturated with oil fields, 

agricultural fields, dairies, and surrounded by heavily 

used highways and freeways.  Their impact is evident in 

the consistent disappearance of our mountain ranges that 

are just ten minutes away and can only be seen after a 

rainy day. 

Part of our community, the Hill Top, Fuller Acres 

community, which we hope and request to be included as 

part of the selection process, is located immediately 

across the street from one of the largest producing 

refineries here in Kern County.  And then the only middle 

school in our Lamont Unified School District is located 
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less than a mile downwind of that very refinery.  

As a former student of that middle school, I can 

tell you that we have a consistent nauseating stench that 

comes from the refinery.  And as a student, I have 

enumerable amount of headaches just because of the smell 

alone. And to this day, that stench is still present.  As 

we drive into Bakersfield, immediately as we're passing 

the school, we get that very same smell.  

And when it's not oil related.  There's air 

quality issues because of the pest -- the heavy use of 

pesticides and the heavy use of ag burning in our 

communities. 

It's something that our communities cannot 

withstand any longer, and which is why, we're here 

advocating for our community.  And our community is more 

than ready to be part of this emissions reduction process. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our net speaker is Madeline Harris.  After 

Madeline, we have Shayda Azamian, Allis Druffel, and Emma 

De La Rosa. 

So, Madeline, you can go ahead and begin.  

MADELINE HARRIS:  Okay. Hi. Good evening. This 

is Madeline Harris from Leadership Counsel for Justice and 

Accountability. And I'll try to speak quickly to get 
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through all these comments. 

I want to first echo all of the comments that 

have been made so far about how having one competitive 

program at the State level to address environmental racism 

from this body is completely insufficient and 

unacceptable. So AB 617 cannot be the only program or 

effort where CARB put its resources and attention into 

addressing the pollution that has been disproportionately 

and intentionally placed in BIPOC communities.  

Because the mandate of this body is to promote 

and protect public health, ensuring that all Californians 

have heath air to breathe, there are so many communities 

advocating right now, because people are dying due to the 

government's failure to protect air quality statewide. So 

we're going to need action from CARB beyond 617 in order 

for this agency to fulfill its mandate. 

With that, I want to address the community of La 

Vina that I worked closely with in Madera County and with 

Ryan from the San Joaquin Valley Air District mentioned. 

So this community was nominated by the air district this 

year. According to DPR data, there are approximately one 

million pounds of pesticides every year. So a million 

pounds of chemicals, that's 500 tons of chemicals that are 

applied in the section surrounding this community and 

upwards of 21,000 pounds of toxic 1,3-dichloropropene was 
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applied in 2017 to the fields immediately surrounding 

people's homes and the elementary school in this 

community. 

There's also a nearby winery that produces 

emissions. There's emissions from the almond harvest of 

dust that seeps into people's homes, heavy-duty trucks and 

ag equipment, and the list goes on. 

Asthma impacts nearly every household in this 

community. Many of leaders that I work with on air 

quality issues here are cancer patients or have watched 

people in their community die from respiratory cancers.  

And there are super sad stories about developmental delays 

that children have faced in the community, and element 

school teachers who have noticed that this is a widespread 

concern for many families.  

In our community meetings, people have a lot of 

energy around pursuing 617 selection and remain committed 

to that, because they view it as a way to get government 

agencies like this one to work with them toward the 

solutions that they've identified for their community. 

At the tend of the day though, people just want 

clean and healthy air to breathe.  And La Vina means acton 

Now not next year, not when there's more funding, but now.  

And so I just want to leave you with a resident's 

comment. Her name is Teresa. She said, "Madeline, please 
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let the Board know that we need them to select La Vina for 

this program. Ask them on my behalf to please support our 

community, so that we can step outside of our homes 

without fear of the harm that pesticides do to our 

children who are getting sick". 

Thank you 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Shayda Azamian.  I have 

activated your microphone.  You can go ahead and begin. 

SHAYDA AZAMIAN: Hello, Chair and members.  My 

name is Shayda Azamian from the Leadership Counsel as 

well. We've worked alongside residents in the powerful 

communities of La Vina and Fuller Acres.  And we have sent 

in letters describing the extreme pollution these 

communities face. 

Just as in the Fresno 617 process, the heavy 

industrial triangle was initially excluded. We stand in 

solidarity with the Fuller Acres and Watts community 

members who have been excluded from the proposed 

boundaries and ask that you expand their boundaries to 

include them tonight. 

617 is an inherently competitive program, which 

goes against the principles of environmental justice.  

Take in how many residents are begging for an audience 

with you tonight and how much need there is for support 
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that's been given out in crumbs selectively.  This is not 

right. CARB's mandate is to promote and protect public 

health, which means 617 cannot be the only area of work 

where you focus on addressing environmental racism. 

All of the communities commenting tonight, who 

aren't recommended in the staff report, need your urgent 

attention an action. 

Because of its competitive and highly limited 

framework, the 617 program cannot be the only, or even the 

go-to avenue, that CARB uses to box its EJ work. In 

addition to your vote on 617, you should agendize and take 

action on concrete commitments to communities facing 

disproportionate levels of pollution burden across all 

California regions. 

Knowing that we're working within a flawed 

program in need of major equity improvements, we agree the 

need for anti-racist, anti-oppressive communications and 

cultural competency training is needed. And no community, 

it seems, has the right dynamic to instruct.  Of air 

districts and CARB technical support (inaudible) 

community-led decision making and governance. 

Outside of year three, we insist that CARB and 

district staff prepare individually and as institutions to 

authentically support community decision making and 

governance. 
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Of huge concern as well is what guidance year 

three communities will be working with, given the winding 

path the Blueprint update has taken. We ask that the 

Board facilitate prompt learning of the most effective 

processes, practices, and CERP measures to provide the 

newly selected year three communities within a solid 

foundation. 

We also ask that CARB set baseline requirements 

to standardize keys -- key aspects of the 617 process, 

according to these best practices of the Blueprint update, 

like budget transparency, measurable and enforceable 

strategies, and a community-decided process. 

Thank you for your time.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you.  Our next 

speaker is Allis Druffel.  I have activated your 

microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 

ALLIS DRUFFEL: Thank you. 

Hello, Chairman Randolph, Board and staff. My 

name is Allis Druffel. And I'm the Souther California 

Director for California Interfaith Power and Light. I 

work with the faith community on a multiple variety of 

environmental issues. 

Before I start, I just want to acknowledge every 

single voice that we're hearing on this call tonight.  All 

of our regions are suffering and all of us need 
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assistance. So I echo my colleagues from the Leadership 

Counsel for Justice and accountability and so many others, 

that if there's anyway we can get more resources, so we 

don't have to compete against one another, because people 

are suffering all over the state, as all of you and all of 

us know. 

But Right now, California Interfaith Power and 

Line is happy to stand in strong support for South LA to 

be designated an AB 617 air improvement community.  It's 

been really an honor and very exciting to work with Watts 

Clean Air and Energy Committee for the last three years. 

It is -- I'm in awe of my colleagues of organizing, and 

the brain power, and the folks that are working tirelessly 

to create an environment of health justice in Watts and 

South LA. 

But I'm really sad, and frustrated, and angry 

about the disparities that exist in Watts and other 

places, lower life expectancy, higher coronary heart 

disease, stroke, lung cancer. And this is not a mistake.  

This is baked into the status quo of white dominancy.  

This work is crucial, because this is all a 

result of the history of structural racism. The 

red-lining of housing, multiple pollution sources leading 

to lack of access to education and jobs; high incidence of 

illnesses and poverty.  

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

437 

Now, we understand that a portion of Watts may 

not be included in this grant. And I'd like to echo my 

colleagues. I urge you to include all of Watts included.  

A lot of very unfortunate political decisions have been 

made recently in Watts without input of the community.  

And being designated as an AB617 air improvement community 

means the residents themselves have input on how these 

funds will be spent and they know best. 

Thank you so much. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Emma De La Rosa.  After Emma, 

we have Kevin Hamilton, Christine Viterelli, and Sarah 

Aird. 

Emma, I have activated your microphone.  You can 

unmute yourself and begin. 

EMMA DE LA ROSA: Good evening.  Can everybody 

hear me? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Yep, we can. 

EMMA DE LA ROSA: Thank you. 

My name is Emma De La Rosa and I'm a policy 

advocate in Kern County for Leadership Counsel for Justice 

and Accountability.  And my comment is in support for the 

selection of Arvin-Lamont and the inclusion of Fuller 

Acres in the boundary selection.  We also ask for the 

Board to support the community steering committees to 
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having full authority of deciding the final boundaries and 

allow air district -- air districts to implement its 

decisions. 

Fuller Acres is in the 90th percentile of 

pollution burden according to CalEnviroScreen. And it's 

only one mile away from the Lamont boundary.  To not 

include Fuller Acres in the boundary can have negative 

consequences for Arvin and Lamont, given Arvin and Lamont 

are subject to the same severe pollution coming from the 

oil refinery, which is located across the street from the 

Fuller Acres community. 

Furthermore, residents of Fuller Acres 

consistently breathe emissions from ag machinery, 

heavy-duty trucks, pesticides, chemicals, dust, and 

emissions from the Kern Oil refinery. Gas flarings are 

often reported by the -- by residents and the small of 

burning oil penetrates the community.  Fuller Acres 

residents are proactive and have organized in the past to 

reduce pollution produced by the oil refinery.  

Fuller Acres is here again urging CARB Board 

members to include Fuller Acres with the year three 

Arvin-Lamont recommendation to ensure that the greater 

part of residential neighborhoods in the South Kern region 

has the opportunity to breathe cleaner air.  

In addition, I want to give a comment that was 
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provided to me by a community member who could not make it 

tonight. His name is Salvador.  And he says, "I have 

lived in Fuller Acres for five years and air contamination 

has been constant.  Fuller Acres does not have sewage 

systems, light posts, sidewalks, and basic infrastructure 

and still the community prioritizes the need for clean 

air". 

He lives about 20 feet from almond orchards and 

every season he and his -- him and his family have to 

endure the dust and pesticides.  The refinery, el pan de 

cada dia, or the daily bread, is consistently releasing 

uncomfortable smells of burned oil. Again, we urge CARB 

Board to -- the CARB board to include Fuller Acres in the 

Arvin and Lamont selection.  And I also want to echo and 

support the need to include Watts in the selection 

boundaries as well. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Kevin Hamilton.  Kevin, I 

have unmuted you.  You can go ahead and begin. 

KEVIN HAMILTON: Great. Thank you.  And good 

evening, Chair Randolph and welcome and members of the 

board to the evening marathon.  

It seems that once again we're going to continue 

to for yet another year watch the poorest of the poor 
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compete for scraps from the table here.  And I for one am 

really exhausted by it and getting tired of seeing it.  I 

would imagine many of you are as well. 

I'm not sure how long we have to wait to learn 

what we need to know that we already know, that these 

communities are all suffering equally from the impacts of 

this air pollution and their inability to effect change 

that would clean it up and allow them to step outside and 

breathe clean air on any given day of the week. 

We see this competition happen.  This is three 

years running now, where we've got communities who are 

desperate and find themselves competing with their 

brothers and sisters.  And it makes no sense at all and 

it's a run for the money so to speak. Yet, the money is 

continuously held out of their reach and controlled by 

others, despite the very intentional desires of the 

authors of this bill to make sure that that didn't happen.  

I hear a discussion about what the boundaries 

should be. I thought we settled that in year one at the 

Assembly Committee where the authors very clearly 

instructed the air districts that, in fact, these 

boundaries are malleable, and, in fact, the community 

steering committees will decide where those final 

boundaries lie, which is what happened then. 

And again, in year two, it seemed like we were 
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going to get ahead of that game and the districts were 

indeed looking to see the -- seek the advice of the local 

community and understand that these are areas, regions 

that are all living and working together, and, in fact, 

culturally a part of each other, and can't be separated by 

the air that they breathe across one boundary of a street 

corner from another. 

And so the idea that we would somehow exclude 

Weedpatch, and Fullers[SIC] Acres, and other little areas 

surrounding these little isolated islands of Lamont and 

Arvin is ridiculous.  The idea that you could separate 

Watts from South Central -- my oldest son was born down 

around -- in Martin Luther King Hospital.  And I have 

friends that live around 88th and Vermont in South 

Central. And Watts is -- you know, the idea that it would 

be somehow separate from there is ludicrous in the 

extreme, so that any -- any kind of funding or help for 

those areas has to come together. 

So let's stop this nonsense.  In this particular 

meeting, I understand you can only really vote for whether 

or not to accept the slate. And I support that you do 

accept it. We fought for it a long time, but we need to 

be moving toward that final change, where these assets are 

available for all communities in need and make the change 

to make that happen. 
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Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Christine Viterelli.  I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

CHRISTINE VITERELLI:  Good evening and welcome 

new Board members.  Congratulation on your appointment.  

My name is Christine Viterelli.  I am the grant 

writer for the City of Arvin and have been working here 

for four and a half years.  We would like to thank 

everybody who has shown support for the Arvin-Lamont area.  

The combined rural population of Arvin and Lamont 

is 50,105 people. As of today, we have suffered over 

14,428 COVID cases, a staggering 28 percent of our 

population, compared to the State average of 3.1 percent.  

Our small rural disadvantaged community has been 

pursuing AB 617 and building capacity for several years 

since the inception of this program.  This is our second 

year to be considered for this nomination.  Our air 

particulate matter contamination averages 98.1 in Arvin 

alone. It really doesn't get any worse than this when it 

comes to poor air quality. 

Poverty, racial inequality, arsenic, TCPs in our 

drinking water, oil well contamination, pesticides, 

asthma, cancer, and linguistic isolation is the norm for 
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our residents. Yet, the Central Valley, and particularly 

rural farmworker communities have been overlooked.  

Tonight, this Board has the opportunity to make it right 

for Arvin and Lamont and surrounding communities.  

In the words of Cesar Chavez, "We draw our 

strength from the very despair in which we are forced to 

live. We shall ensure".  

Arvin has ensured.  And despite our small size an 

pitiful lack of funding, we are implementing residential 

solar pilot programs, electrification programs, workplace 

charging, public charging stations, urban greening, and 

urban forestry programs. We have done this with no money, 

but just the sheer desire to uplift our community and the 

desire to never give up.  

We lack critical transportation infrastructure.  

We don't have sidewalks. We don't have streets.  We also 

need air monitoring -- more air monitoring for our 

community and more electrification programs, programs that 

will take out single occupant vehicles and include 

rideshare programs, additional residential solar projects, 

and enhanced vehicle electrification and energy 

incentives. 

We look forward to the opportunity for future 

collaboration with the community residents non-profit 

groups, San Joaquin Air Pollution Control District, and 
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CARB. It takes perseverance and passion, intense 

collaboration to effectively meet the challenges before 

us. 

We sincerely appreciate your recommendation for 

the communities of Arvin and Lamont and years of hard work 

to get here today.  When considering the boundaries and 

neighboring areas, we support an inclusive approach 

that -- because those communities have similar 

socioeconomic --

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

CHRISTINE VITERELLI:  -- racial, and 

environmental challenges.  Thank you.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Sarah Aird. After Sarah, we 

have Thomas Helme, Jose Gurrola, and Janine Watkins.  

Sarah, I have activated your microphone.  You can 

go ahead and begin. 

SARAH AIRD: Good evening.  Thank you for the 

opportunity to give public comment.  My name is Sarah Aird 

and I'm co-director of the statewide 200 plus 

organizational coalition Californians for Pesticide 

Reform. On behalf of the coalition, I want to reiterate 

our support for Arvin and Lamont as third year AB 617 

community for development of a community air monitoring 

plan and emissions reduction program.  
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Arvin and Lamont have among the worst air quality 

not only in the state, but in the entire nation and it's 

critical that these often ignored agricultural communities 

be included in AB 617. It's also vital that all toxic air 

contaminants continue to be included in AB 617, including 

the nearly 50 pesticide toxic air contaminants that are 

allowed to be used in California, nearly 50 million pounds 

of which are used each and every year on farms across the 

state. 

As allies of the Shafter steering committee, we 

have been appalled by the refusal of the Kern County 

Agricultural Commissioner Glenn Fankhauser to abide by the 

Shafter CERP, approved by the California Air Resources 

Board over a year ago.  That CERP was achieved only due to 

the exhaustive efforts of the Shafter steering committee 

who engaged in more than a hundred and fifty meetings, 

unpaid, to make sure the CERP was adopted, and that it 

included components to address pesticides, including a 

pesticide notification pilot.  

The notification pilot would ensure residents are 

able to know in advance when the most hazardous 

agricultural pesticides are going to be used and would 

allow residents to take special precautions to protect 

their own health of extreme importance, since exposure to 

many pesticides can cause a host of problems, especially 
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respiratory ailments such as asthma. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Fankhauser, after months of 

publicly disrespecting the community, rejected the 

completely reasonable, practical, and replicable wishes of 

the local community to adopt a pesticide notification 

program that would, A, cost virtually nothing, B, use 

virtually no government resources, C, would ask nothing 

new of growers, and D, is a version of a notification 

system that already exists for farmers in Kern County. 

After nearly a year of delay and distraction, the 

Kern County Agricultural Commissioner finally made his 

stance completely clear. He rejected an order by the 

Department of Pesticide Regulation to release information 

about the most hazardous upcoming pesticide applications 

to the Department, so the Department can share it with the 

community, since Mr. Fankhauser won't. 

We appreciate the CARB Board support on this 

issue in the past and are now turning again to CARB with a 

very specific ask, that the Board publicly issue a letter 

of support for the Department of Pesticide Regulation's 

order instructing Mr. Fankhauser to release Notices of 

Intent to the Department of Pesticide Regulation.  

We want to emphasize that failure to move on this 

issue threatens the credibility of AB 617.  The Shafter 

steering committee spent one to one and a half years 

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

447 

fighting to get notification included in the CERP.  It was 

included. Pesticides were identified as one of the two 

top issues of importance by the AB 617 community in 

Shafter. And an entire year after approval of the CERP, 

there has been not one inch of progress on this issue 

identified as of highest importance to the Shafter 

steering committee.  

Our question to Mr. Fankhauser --

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you.  Thank you. 

You time has concluded. 

SARAH AIRD: -- what are you trying to hide? 

Our question to the Board, will you help? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next commenter is Thomas Helme. I have 

activated your microphone.  You can go ahead and begin. 

THOMAS HELME: Hi.  Again. Thomas Helme.  Thanks 

for letting me speak once again.  Valley Improvement 

Projects in Stanislaus County.  

I'm going to agree with many of my friends and 

colleagues in the environmental justice and air quality 

groups. Not a big fan of pitting communities against each 

other. Even in some cases, it feels like pitting 

different ethnic groups against each other. We in the 

valley luckily have a lot of solidarity and work together, 

so I am in agreement with nominating Arvin and Lamont 
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community, even though I'm here in Stanislaus County. 

But since I do have your attention, I do want to 

mention some things about Stanislaus County and Modesto 

where I live currently.  We have 94 census tracts. 

Twenty-nine of them, about a third, are in the 90th to 

100th percentile of CalEnviroScreen. Sixty-one, which 

would be two-thirds, are disadvantaged communities.  Seven 

of the census tracts are in the 99th percentile.  This is 

going off of the CalEnviroScreen 3.0 

South Modesto, for example, the airport 

neighborhood, south downtown where I live and surrounding 

areas are heavy industry areas.  The very large piece of 

land that Gallo inhabits, Gallo Glass, there's an 

airport - which is why it's called the airport 

neighborhood - canneries, truck weigh stations, 

crematoriums, auto body shops -- at least half a dozen 

auto body shops in my neighborhood alone - a railroad 

track running through it.  No sidewalks or bike paths, so 

walking and riding is dangerous.  

I do want to thank CARB for visiting the area a 

couple years back and they also visited Stockton, which 

shows you the solidarity that we have in the valley and in 

the north valley knowing that only one of our communities 

would most likely be chosen that following year.  

CalEnviroScreen also shows that pollution burden, 
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94 percentile; population burden is 99 percentile.  This 

is in the airport district.  Ozone, diesel, drinking 

water, hazardous waste, education, poverty, unemployment, 

low birth weight, asthma, cardiovascular disease, all in 

the 90th percentile, except for ozone and diesel PM, that 

was 70. 

And then I was just checking out the 

CalEnviroScreen 4.0 and we're in the 90th percentile for 

lead exposure in housing as well. West Stanislaus County, 

95 percentile pollution burden.  CalEnviroScreen scored 98 

percentile pollution burden.  Freeway 5, one of only two 

trash incinerators in the state, a million square foot 

warehouse, a couple of them actually, dairies, pesticides, 

dust. That's what we're dealing with in our community.  

So I stand in solidarity --

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

THOMAS HELME: -- with the valley and nominate 

Arvin-Lamont, but --

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

THOMAS HELME: -- Oakland, South LA, Salton City, 

Sacramento --

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. Your time has 

concluded. 

THOMAS HELME: -- we're with you, too. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Our next speaker is Jose 

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

450 

I 

Gurrola. I have activated your microphone. You can 

unmute yourself and begin. 

JOSE GURROLA: Thank you.  Good evening, Madam 

Chair, Board members, and fellow members on this call.  

am -- my name is Jose Gurrola. I am a life-long Arvin 

resident. I served as a council member for a term and 

Mayor for a term.  And when I was first selected eight 

years ago to the city council at the age of 19 to think 

whether or not the State would get involved in helping our 

community improve the air quality, monitor it, but also 

give funding to provide for emission reduction and air 

quality improvements, it would be -- was beyond my wildest 

dreams. So I think that this program is great.  

I want to thank Assemblymember Garcia --

Assemblymember Cristina Garcia and Eduardo Garcia for AB 

617, for this process, and then thank the Board, the 

Valley Air District, and all the community organizations, 

but most importantly the community leaders here in Arvin, 

and Lamont, and South Kern who have stood up and advocated 

on behalf of the community for this selection.  

We have done a lot of great work in the City of 

Arvin to help improve environmental justice, to help 

improve and fight climate change.  And I think that we 

have the capacity to take solid action and excited to move 

forward. 
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I echo some of the concerns that I have that have 

already been mentioned.  And I ask the legislators that 

are on this committee, that are on the ARB to continue 

working in the Legislature with the Governor to provide 

more funding, so that communities like Arvin, and Lamont, 

and South Kern don't have to compete with others, and to 

provide real teeth to some of these CERP plans, because I 

can guarantee you pesticide reduction and notification is 

going to be a key part here in the South Kern CERP.  And 

so if there isn't enough enforcement mechanisms, given our 

current ag commissioner, then we're going to run into the 

same problem that the Shafter community is currently 

running into. 

So I want to thank everybody for this process and 

looking forward to participating in the future through the 

steering committee and other mechanisms.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Janine Watkins.  After 

Janine, we have Lola Martinez, Timothy Watkins, and Luis 

Olmedo. 

So Janine, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can unmute yourself and begin. 

JANINE WATKINS: Yes. My name is Janine Watkins. 

My family has lived in Watts for a hundred years.  I'd 
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like to thank the Board for this long presentation.  I've 

never been on one before and didn't realize how long these 

are, so I thank you for your time this evening.  I would 

like to advocate for the Watts community to be considered 

in South LA, because a lot of times we are gerrymandered, 

and moved around, and we're underrepresented in regards to 

our environmental issues and our health issues.  

We need to be included this time. We die 12 

years earlier. Our infant mortality rates are the 

highest. And it's important for us to continue our work. 

Earlier this evening, I heard, I believe, one of 

the Board members talking about communities that have 

advocated for themselves and were prepared are the ones 

that you selected.  Well, Watts is prepared. We have an 

urban farm. We have advocacies in regards to clean air 

and water with the Clean Air and Energy group -- the Watts 

Clean Air and Energy.  We've got work being done in 

regards to the housing areas and cleaning up the 

environment. 

We also need to have consideration, because we 

have chemical trains that come through our neighborhood on 

a daily and weekly basis that are supposed to go under the 

Alameda corridor, but find that if they come through the 

neighborhood, they're saving on their cost, which should 

be illegal. 
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We also have water that has been tainted in the 

past. We have children that have -- we have the -- one of 

the largest children population in the county. And these 

children are subjected to a lot of environmental racism.  

We also are suffering from massive projects of housing 

being built that are CEQA exempt, which means that we're 

going to continue to be impacted.  

So South LA is deserving of this and Watts needs 

to be included in order for us to continue to create a 

sound, sustainable ecosystem in regards to our plans for 

local food, a safe environment.  

And we thank you for your efforts. We know that 

your efforts are compromised by this process of people 

having to choose.  Unfortunately, it's racist and it's 

divisive. And we also think that East Oakland urgently 

needs to be considered, because they, like Watts, have 

always had to advocate for themselves and are not 

politically represented.  

And the socioeconomic levels of these communities 

don't need to be the factors that exempt them from being 

represented. So I thank you for your time and I thank all 

of you out there who are advocating for you communities. 

And if you want to join in solidarity, Watts is ready to 

represent California and to join with you in your efforts 

to keep your people healthy.  
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So I thank all of you for staying on tonight and 

I thank the Board. 

Good night. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Lola Martinez.  I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

Lola Martinez, are you there? There should be A 

button -- a button prompt to unmute yourself. 

Okay. We will skip -- oh. 

(Discussion in Spanish.) 

LOLA MARTINEZ(THROUGH INTERPRETER): Good night, 

everyone. My name is Lola Martinez. I'm here again and I 

want to thank you for taking time to listen to what I have 

to say. I am in support of Arvin-Lamont, but I also think 

that Fuller Acres should be included, because this is 

where we have a lot of the pollution.  

The refinery is as close to us as you can be. 

And because of the proximity, we feel that we're at a 

higher risk. And these are some of the issues in Fuller 

Acres. The refinery has exploded three times already. 

They were fined for harm to the community.  Yet, we in the 

community saw no benefit from those fines.  We also suffer 

lots of respiratory illnesses, like asthma, nose bleeds, 

and, you know, problems with our lungs as a result of this 

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

455 

pollution. 

In addition, we're also near the almond orchards 

and the pesticides that are used there.  In addition, we 

have also had issues with water contamination.  And there 

are people in the community with breast cancer.  Fuller 

Acres has a lot of the problems that are Arvin and 

Lamont's as well.  And we really ask for your help and 

assistance. 

My husband has lung issues.  And I think of other 

folks being harmed by the pollution from the refinery. 

Because of COVID, we feel we are more vulnerable.  We live 

about 200 feet from the oil and gas operations, and I've 

lived here for 15 years. I ask that you please take us 

into consideration and include us along with Arvin and 

Lamont. 

For my part, those are my comments.  I, again, 

ask that you take us into consideration and include us in 

with Lamont-Arvin.  Thank you for hearing my comments and 

listening to me, and I hope everybody has a good night.  

(Discussion in Spanish.) 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Timothy Watkins.  Timothy, I 

have activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself 

and begin. 

TIMOTHY WATKINS: Yes.  I am the President of the 

J&K COURT REPORTING, LLC  916.476.3171 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

456 

Watts Labor Community Action Committee and have been for 

20 years now. And I can tell you that I've just been to 

hundreds of meetings, and town halls, and during the 

pandemic more of these sessions than I can count.  And it 

just strikes me as so painful that people are waiting, you 

know, the better part of a day to have their two or three 

minutes at the microphone.  And we don't even know who 

we're talking to.  I understand there's logo in front of 

me and sheet of paper that says it's a public meeting, but 

who is listening to us, literally and figuratively?  

How does our plea for recognition and inclusion, 

how does it get to the powers that be, that we know far 

too often make unilateral decision without even consenting 

us, let alone listening to hours, and hours, and hours of 

testimonies to figure out how to represent us. 

In our district of Watts, the elected officials 

routinely ignore and fail to recognize that we're living 

in one of the most toxic hot zones there are in the state, 

bordered on all four sides by either freeways, massive 

rubber tire corridors, or air corridors.  We're in a 

hypertoxic hot zone. 

We've been studying the effects of air and the 

quality of soil and water for the last ten years. Five 

years ago, we started a cohort.  It's called the Better 

Watts Initiative. It now involves five universities, 
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multiple experts, legal and otherwise.  And we're looking 

at how routinely the elected officials and the appointed 

officials hear this testimony and then turn around and do 

whatever it is they intended to do in the first place.  

I'm just here as a growing chorus of voices 

coming oft Watts saying that we taught you all how to have 

domestic uprisings 55 years ago and now we're trying to 

teach you how to have meaningful discourse and change 

without violence, and it's hard.  It's hard when no one is 

listening. 

So before we tire, you know, of trying to fight 

poverty on an empty stomach, we ask that we simply have 

some kind of resolution or some kind of accountability 

that even points to the fact that we have been heard and 

that our voices mattered in this.  

Thank you very much.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you.  Our next 

speaker is Luis Olmedo.  Luis, I have activated your 

microphone. You can go ahead and begin. 

LUIS OLMEDO: Yeah. Good evening, Chair --

Chair -- Madam Chair and members of the Board. I'm 

looking at page six on the staff report. And I see a map 

and I see boundaries. And the reality is, is that the 

smaller dots are really more representative of the areas 

and the communities that are currently being selected. So 
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I think that it is only fair that the staff report be 

amended, so that it provides us an accurate -- an accurate 

perimeter of which communities are really being served. 

It is unfair to say that -- that 617 is serving the entire 

San Joaquin Valley, and then put three or four dots, and 

saying everywhere.  

I'd like to continue to advocate that the 

Imperial County Air Pollution Control District, as well as 

Comite Civico for the seven years have been submitting the 

northern communities of Imperial County along the 

perimeter of the Salton Sea, which is between two selected 

communities in the Eastern Coachella and the Imperial. It 

makes no sense to have this climate crisis right in the 

middle unserved. 

I'd like to ask the Board that at the end of your 

deliberation I respectfully ask that you give direction to 

the executive for a full report of all the programs that 

CARB has. It almost reminds me of the one percent and the 

99 percent of the investments. You have communities 

here -- and as a member of the consultation group of 617, 

we saw this happening.  You're putting communities to 

fight for the one percent. And you have the 99 percent of 

the programs and an old car that still continues to have, 

you know, the same playbook year after year. And it's not 

sharing those other resources.  I -- I would like to see a 
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report of how many of the programs, how many of the 

dollars would be met via 617, because I don't think that 

it's fair that we need to be depending on this small 

percentage of resources, when CARB has an enormous amount 

of resources. And I believe that many of those programs 

would be met now via AB 617.  

Thank you, Madam chair and members of the Board 

for allowing me to speak today.  This is Luis Olmedo, 

Executive Director of Comite Civico del Valle. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. I will nay --

I will now name our last nine speakers for this item.  

Amanda Jimenez, Gregory Nudd, Gina, Ericka Harden, Jenni 

Martinez, Paulina Torres, Jonetta Woods, and a phone 

number ending 528.  

So Amanda, I have activated your microphone.  You 

can go ahead and begin. 

AMANDA JIMENEZ: Thank you. Can you hear me? 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can. 

AMANDA JIMENEZ: Good evening. My name is Amanda 

Jimenez, and I am representing the Department of 

Preventive Medicine at USC. Over the past few years, we 

have worked with Physicians for Social Responsibility-LA 

and community residents to discuss environmental health 

impacts associated with air pollution in South Central LA. 

This work is an example of an approach to bridge 
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the gap between increasingly technical air monitoring data 

and community expertise and knowledge.  How residents 

experience air quality and the built environment in South 

LA goes beyond simply what exists in the air. It includes 

how long a resident must wait for a bus to arrive at a 

busy commercial intersection due to lack of transit 

service, and the youth walking past multiple auto body 

shops to get to school. 

The SCLA-PUSH Collaboration successfully 

completed air quality academies that taught the science of 

air pollution, the process of collecting air monitoring 

data, qualitative data observation and collectively 

designed a community air monitoring network.  

We deployed five stationary PurpleAir monitors in 

locations identified as hot spots and areas of concern by 

the community. And these monitors consistently measured 

PM2.5 levels above the healthy annual standard 40 to 50 

percent of the time. 

South Central LA census tracts consistently and 

overwhelmingly score in the top five to ten percent of the 

most vulnerable communities. Approximately half of the 

census tracts in the communities score in the 93rd 

percentile for particulate matter 2.5, and the remaining 

scoring in the 82nd percentile.  The majority of the 

community scores in the 79th percentile for diesel and 
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53rd percentile for ozone. Air pollution in California 

does not impact all communities equally. And the South LA 

community faces cumulative environmental burdens, more 

than just poor air quality.  

Our SCLA-PUSH team identified 280 facilities of 

concern. These are industrial facilities that were 

classified due to their overclustering in the community 

and their potential adverse air quality and health impacts 

on the community. We found that 44 percent of the 

facilities in South Central LA's landscape of facilities 

present impacts on community health, like air drilling -- 

oil drilling sites, auto body shops, dry cleaners, metal 

manufacturing facilities, and gas stations.  

Through a systemic level thinking strategy, we 

conducted community driven science to address pressing 

issues our communities were facing.  We taught our 

community members how air exposure -- air pollution 

exposure links to significant and immediate long-term 

health impacts like low birth weight, heart attack, 

stroke, developmental of chronic disease. 

Unsurprisingly, disparities between South LA and 

the rest of California exists in these health outcomes.  

We urge you to keep these research findings and data in 

mind when considering recommended communities. 

Thank you very much.  
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BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Gregory Nudd.  I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute -- Gregory, you 

can activate your microphone and being. 

GREGORY NUDD: Thank you.  Good evening, Chair 

Randolph and members of the Board.  My name is Greg Nudd.  

I'm the Deputy Air Pollution Control Officer for policy at 

the Bay Area Air Quality Management District. First, I'd 

like to support the cab -- CARB staff recommendation for 

the Richmond-North Richmond-San Pablo.  Moving that area 

from a monitoring to an emission reduction plan community 

is strongly supported by the air district and the 

community representatives.  

I also want to express my appreciation to the 

advocates from East Oakland, Vallejo, and Bayview Hunters 

Point. It's clear that there are several communities in 

the Bay Area deserving a focus on air pollution exposure 

reduction in order to improve the health of the people who 

live in those communities.  

I've been to all three CARB AB 617 community 

selection hearings.  I want to echo Kevin Hamilton's 

comments about this process.  I'm consistently saddened by 

the process we're hearing tonight with so many deserving 

communities in competition for attention and resources. 

AB 617 is an important program, but in my opinion 
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it put to much emphasis on communities paying for the 

development of plans, setting up a dynamic of communities 

that feel like they have to compete. 

Clearly, we need more funding from the 

Legislature for this program to address historical and 

ongoing environmental injustice in this state. We also 

need to rethink this program to provide support to all of 

the impacted communities. 

To that end, the Bay Area Air District will be 

reassessing how we implement the program to provide more 

resources, technical support, and coordination to 

communities across the Bay Area.  We'll be working with 

community advocates and our Board members to rethink the 

implementation of the program.  

As part of that public process, we'll also be 

thinking through which community we should recommend to be 

designated as a monitoring and emission reduction 

community for 2022. So the Bay Area District will 

nominate a new community next year arising from that 

public process, but all of us, CARB, the regional air 

districts, and community advocates, really need to rethink 

how we can best support all the vulnerable communities 

suffering from inequitable exposure to air pollution. 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak tonight, 

and I look forward to further discussions with CARB staff 
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on these issues. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Gina.  I have activated your 

microphone. You can unmute yourself and begin. 

GINA: Hi. Good evening.  My name is Gina and 

I'm a Policy and Research Association what SCOPE.  And I 

want to thank the CARB Board for considering South LA and 

also want to thank CARB as SCAQMD staff for taking the 

time to collaborate with us, PSR-LA, and other SCLA-PUSH 

partner organizations in order to both hear directly from 

our community members and to provide community members 

with more clarification on AB 617 in our community meeting 

last week. 

I'll share that in our effort to build power with 

Black and Brown communities toward environmental and 

economic justice. We work to ensure that these changes 

endure beyond any one program. And in order to build and 

strengthen that community power, we want to emphasize what 

others have already said that South LA community 

boundaries reflect what the community considers as South 

LA, which includes Watts.  

And while the final boundaries will be discussed 

in the community steering committee, we want to elevate 

this here today.  And also want to just echo what others 

have shared that communities shouldn't be set up to 
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compete for these resources.  And we look forward to 

hearing more around how CARB is looking toward leveraging 

solutions and resources that can benefit all burdened 

communities. 

Thank you again for your consideration.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Or next speaker is Ericka Harden. Ericka, I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

ERICKA HARDEN: Good evening.  My name is Ericka 

Harden, former President of the Natomas Community 

Association. I'm here to show support for Northgate, 

Gardenland, and South Natomas, as the many others that 

have spoken before me this evening.  I realize that you 

may not have funds for all the areas, but I beg you to 

reconsider and take a look a Northgate, Gardenland, and 

the South Natomas area for AB 617. 

As most of you know, the low income underserved 

always get the short end of the stick. It's always our 

Brown and Black communities, as others have stated this 

evening. You have the opportunity to make a difference in 

our community. I'm a mother of an asthmatic, child 

educator, former respiratory therapist, and current school 

board meeting -- member. 

I know the importance of clean air.  I hope you 
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find a way to help our underserved area. Our community 

deserves it and we're depending upon you.  

Unfortunately, I've seen firsthand how many 

low-income area residents have died from diagnoses such as 

COPD, Sarcoidosis, and asthma.  I ask you to stand in 

solidarity with Northgate, Gardenland, South Natomas, 

North Sacramento area, because our lives are depending 

upon it. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Jenni Martinez.  Jenni, I 

have activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself 

and begin. 

JENNI MARTINEZ: Thank you. Good aft -- good 

evening. I've been waiting here for a while. I do want 

to just echo everybody's comments that we should not have 

to play exploitation Olympics to get a chance to live a 

dignified life with access to clean air. So I definitely 

want to make a shout-out to all the organizers, folks in 

South LA, Watts, and East Oakland. 

But I'm here to not only give support for the 

addition of Lamont and Arvin, but also ask that 

Hilltop-Fuller Acres be included in your plan. 

Hilltop-Fuller Acres for those that don't know is only 

about two and a half miles away from Lamont.  And so this 
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is a community that is unincorporated and we have fewer 

than -- less than a thousand people that live there.  

And Hilltop-Fuller Acres, as Lola mentioned, sits 

across the Kern County oil refinery.  And recently, they 

got sued by the EPA and they had to pay out just short of 

half a million dollars, because of all the toxins that 

they have been exposing our communities to.  

And so this is a farmworker community.  I was 

born and raised in Hilltop-Fuller Acres. And, you know, 

if we don't include Hilltop-Fuller Acres in the plan, it's 

like we're understanding Lamont-Arvin as different 

communities, but we're really one in the same.  I went to 

school -- to elementary school in Lamont.  We go grocery 

shopping there. We go to church there. You know, growing 

up, I went to Arvin High.  And so these are one in the 

same. And so it's really important that we add this 

addition. 

And, you know, the problem with air quality, oil, 

pesticides in Fuller Acres are not different from those in 

Arvin and Lamont. If anything, the issues are intensified 

because of our proximity to the oil refinery.  And, you 

know, most of our community in Hilltop has swamp coolers.  

And so often, you know, especially in those heated 

moments -- heated summers, all those toxins come into our 

living spaces. So it's really important to make sure that 
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we embed these strategies within the community.  

And, you know, data has been collected and it's 

continued to be collected to show the disparities in 

quality that really affects, you know, our youth, our 

families, our elders.  And like many people have voiced, 

the lack of clean air is really killing us.  

And so I ask you again to please expand your 

scope to include Hilltop and Fuller Acres as part of 

Lamont. It only makes sense.  These efforts wouldn't too 

much more, because these communities are already nestled 

together. And, you know, it will make a huge difference 

in our ability to live healthy and dignified lives.  And I 

really appreciate your time.  

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Paulina Torres.  I have 

activated your microphone.  You can unmute yourself and 

begin. 

PAULINA TORRES: Good evening, Madam Chair and 

CARB Board members. My name is Paulina Torres, and I'm an 

attorney at the Center on Race, Poverty, and the 

Environment. 

I'm calling not only to express my excitement for 

your selection of Arvin and Lamont as a third year AB 617 

community, but more importantly, that this excitement is 
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accompanied by a real concern and deep frustration having 

worked closely with the Shafter steering committee members 

and their pesticide pilot notification program. And 

lastly, more importantly, I'm calling to share the 

frustrations of many of the community members who are 

unable to join us today.  

It's been over one year since Shafter CERP was 

approved by this Board.  And Shafter residents continue to 

wait on the assurances provided by CARB, DPR, and CalEPA, 

that their pilot notification system will come into 

fruition. This pesticide pilot notification system 

captured the true intent and essence of AB 617, a measure 

addressing toxic air contaminant concerns by and for the 

community. 

As you are aware, DPR Director Val Dolcini 

recently instructed the Kern County Ag Commissioner to 

supply Notices of Intents for three fumigants in advance 

to DPR, so that DPR could implement the notification pilot 

in Shafter, recognizing Kern Ag Commissioner's refusal to 

communicate with and collaborate with residents in good 

faith. 

And now the Kern Ag Commissioner is openly 

defying orders by DPR Director Val Dolcini by refusing to 

send over the required information pursuant to AB 617.  I 

bring this to your attention, because the Kern Ag 
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Commissioner's intransigence undermines the entire AB 617 

Program. 

Other AB 617 communities, particularly Arvin and 

Lamont, are watching what's happening in Shafter and it's 

seemingly difficult to install confidence in this program 

when over one year of the CERP approval and two and a half 

years of advocacy have left Shafter residents with little 

to no progress on their pilot notification program.  

The purpose and intent of AB 617 is rendered 

meaningless if CARB and the other State agencies involved 

do not enforce and ensure the measures the community 

worked so hard to achieve in their CERPs. Shafter 

steering committee members and ally organizations are 

asking this Board to reaffirm your support for the Shafter 

notification pilot through a public statement of support 

for DPR's request to the Kern Ag Commissioner. 

Thank you for your time.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you.  Our next 

speaker is Jonnetta Woods. I have activated your 

microphone. You can go ahead and begin. 

JONNETTA WOODS: Okay. Thank you.  Good evening, 

everyone. My name is Jonnetta Woods.  I'm calling in not 

only as a stakeholder in the Watts community, but also as 

the Program Director at the Parents of Watts under the 

Executor and Founder Sweet Alice Harris.  
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I graduated from King/Drew High School of 

Medicine and Science.  And I also went to Sonoma State 

University where I got my Bachelor's degree in Sociology.  

And so I'm glad that I have this opportunity to go ahead 

and call in. I want to thank the Board for the South LA 

consideration. 

I need you guys to understand that health 

disparities, poor infrastructure, and good racist 

practices threaten our right to breathe. We understand 

science and data.  This is where quantitative data 

overtakes quantitative bias.  In a time of gentrification  

of all of these communities up for selection today, you 

pose a position of opposition for the improvement of 

quality of life for our residents, which is a human rights 

violation, if chosen wrong.  

And it's a violation.  We are no crabs in a 

barrel. We want to breathe.  I'm 39 years old. I have 

really bad asthma.  Every year, I have to sit there and 

get the vaccinate -- the flu vaccine. I have to get the 

pneumonia vaccine. And there are days where I don't even 

want to come out of the house, because the air quality is 

so poor. It is so poor. 

My mom was 47 years old when she passed away in 

2010 and she had a lung disease.  And it is because of the 

air, the buses, all just the oil refineries, the trucks.  
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I'm just asking that you guys please, please, please 

consider the Watts community.  My grandmother Sweet Alice 

Harris the's almost 90 years old.  There are so many 

residents that have the human right and need to have the 

right to just breathe, just breathe clean air. 

And I am one of those people that need clean air, 

so I thank you all for your time.  I thank you all for 

listening to me. And as everyone else says, I don't want 

to just make it like, oh, it's just Watts. It's just 

Watts. There's several underserved communities that need 

assistance right now, but I'm -- I am personally asking 

about where I reside, where my grandmother resides, where 

my daddy resides, where my daughter resides.  That's what 

I'm asking for. So again, thank you all for your time.  

Everybody, please, please stay safe, wear your 

masks, and everything will be all right, if we pray about 

it. 

Thank you. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Our last speaker for this item is a phone number 

ending in 528. I have activated your speaker.  Please 

state your name for the record.  

Phone number ending in 582, are you there?  

LAURA ROSENBERGER:  This is Laura Rosenberg 

Haider, do you hear me? 
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BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  We can, yes. 

LAURA ROSENBERGER:  Yes. I measured -- when I 

was air monitoring, I measured elevated levels of PM2.5 

four miles downwind of the Lamont -- the refinery in 

Lamont. And if I approached it, the numbers were 

increasing, going up. And when I went away from it, it 

was going down. 

And also -- there also is a -- in the summer, 

there was a really strong odor of hydrogen sulfide, but it 

might have come from the water in the area. I'm not sure. 

All right. Thanks. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you. 

Madam Chair, that concludes the list of speakers 

for this item. 

Oh. We can't -- we can't hear you.  Oh, great.  

Apologize, everyone.  Give us one second. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Wait, let me check this. 

Okay. Sorry, that was total -- okay. 

Are we ready to go back? 

Okay. Sorry, everyone.  That was one 100 percent 

user error. I apologize.  I managed to mute myself.  

Staff, are there any issues raised in the 

comments that you need to address before I close the 

record? 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: There are not Chair. 
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CHAIR RANDOLPH: All right. Thank you very much. 

I will now close the record on this agenda item 

and bring this discussion to the Board. I want to thank 

all of the speakers that we heard from this evening.  It's 

been a long evening, and I really, really appreciate folks 

hanging on and making their comments, particularly the 

youth voices from New Voices Are Rising and hearing their 

thoughts as well. 

So I will now call on My fellow Board members.  

Dr. Pacheco-Werner.  

BOARD MEMBER PACHECO-WERNER:  Thank you, Madam 

Chair. I want to say that I hear you East Oakland.  I 

hear you Sacramento communities.  I hear you Watts. 

(Spoke in Spanish) 

BOARD MEMBER PACHECO-WERNER:  I was listening to 

you Mr. Timothy Watkins and I care. I also hear that this 

process is painful and embarrassing, and that we have 

allotted such limited resources in your communities, that 

you would need to make your case as you have today.  

What I heard today is we need to align our 

priorities to respond to these needs.  I also see that we 

need to ensure the steering committees are empowered to 

include communities like Watts and Fuller Acres into their 

plans. 

As Mr. Hamilton pointed out, these processes 
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about boundaries were always meant to be create -- created 

with full participation of the impacted communities.  

What's perhaps most troubling is that working with 

councils of government, county boards of supervisors, 

local authorities have not yielded the result in zoning 

and planning that are equitable and healthy. Therefore, 

these communities speaking today must resort to one 

legislative program avenue for relief.  

AB 617 should not be the only avenue for 

resources for monitoring and betterment plans in these 

communities. As air districts think about the budgets, 

please consider these types of programs being part of the 

work you do as a regulatory body with a public health 

charge be the -- not be the exception of the way to do 

business, but this should be the rule. Those of my 

colleagues who are at the State Legislature level, please 

see the effects of the loopholes of land use and planning 

at the local level that have produced the conditions that 

these communities live in today. 

I also see the need to expand the Community Air 

Grants Program that can be an alternate resource for those 

communities that can't be resourced tonight. The air 

districts, as I understand it, are not getting additional 

funding to resource these communities, so we can't include 

so many communities without resources, so that then they 
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are setting -- set up to fail.  

This setting up to fail seems evident that has 

already happened from some of the comments I heard tonight 

of the communities that have already been selected, as the 

resourcing for community engagement has not been up to the 

real task that it takes to meaningfully engage 

communities, and their plans, and how other regulatory 

agency approval is not guaranteed.  

I also heard the comments about the lack of 

access to Black communities to be co-leaders in this 

process. I ask that the districts consider this parity 

issue when thinking about grants.  I also ask that if 

you're an environmental justice community and find 

yourself being a white leader speaking for a community of 

color, or a Latino leader who doesn't have Black 

co-leaders in your organization, but are serving Black and 

Asian communities in this process, that you evaluate how 

you can bring this important environmental justice gap 

into your organizational structure.  

Thank you, Madam, for allowing me to comment. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

And I will note that Assemblymember Garcia had to 

get on a plane, but he has WiFi on the plane. So while he 

is not able to speak again at the meeting, he is listening 

to all of -- all of our discussion right now. 
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Supervisor Serna. 

BOARD MEMBER SERNA:  Thank you, Chair. 

First, I want to thank all the speakers that 

waited so patiently, and believe me and all of us that we 

understand the frustration of having to, you know, wait 

all day - we're going on, what, past 12 hours now - to say 

your peace, and to do it succinctly.  And, you know, I've 

been on the board of supervisors now for more than a 

decade. And I know it's always troubling to have to fit 

in your statement or your position in such a small amount 

of time, and have to wait to do that. And I know today is 

an extraordinary day for a lot of folks.  And so I just 

want to let the speakers know first and foremost that I 

think to a member here we all appreciate the fact that you 

are willing to be that patient.  

One of the -- one of the themes of the testimony 

today that really, really -- it really troubles me. And 

I -- I don't know necessarily what to do about it.  It has 

to do with process here.  And as many speakers mentioned, 

this -- the process that we have, the process we've been 

using now for, what, three years, where we have different 

communities, disadvantaged communities, communities that 

deserve attention, communities of color, communities that 

for too long have been ignored, having to compete against 

each other, really, really troubles me.  
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And I don't -- you know, I don't know what 

direction to give to staff about it. But I think there is 

a lot of room for improvement here. And, you know, to 

hear all of my constituents and my colleagues on the 

Sacramento City Council, and those that, you know, live, 

and raise their families, and work, and play in the 

Gardenland Northgate area of Sacramento and South Natomas, 

you know, having to wait hours to explain how important 

this is to them, but then, you know, they feel like they 

have to compete against, you know, West Oakland, or 

Richmond, or Arvin, it really makes me very conflicted, 

because I don't want to vote against deserving communities 

anywhere in the State of California.  None of us do. 

But yet, we have, I think, a deep-seated 

obligation, all of us do, to do what we can for all the 

communities that deserve attention when it comes to 

ensuring that they have clean air to breathe, that they 

have a healthy environment in which to thrive. 

And so I guess the one takeaway I would hope 

staff would glean from, especially the testimony tonight, 

not so much what we're saying, but the testimony is I 

think there's got to be a place where we can revise the 

process, so that we avoid this competition that is really, 

really unpalatable for me, and I think for others.  And I 

look forward to hearing from my colleagues, because again, 
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I wish I could, you know, give something to -- or, you 

know, grant some resources to everyone that spoke today 

from all the communities across the State that chimed in. 

But the way the process is now is that we're kind 

of pigeonholed.  And so I'm hoping staff can reflect on 

that, maybe say something to that point tonight, and then 

perhaps come back to this Board with a -- some ideas about 

how to do it differently. 

Thank you. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Than you. 

Board Member Kracov had his hand up earlier. 

BOARD MEMBER KRACOV:  Yes. Thank you, Chair.  

This was just a very moving day. What a first 

board meeting. I want to thank Supervisor Serna for those 

comments that I think sort of encapsulate how a lot of us 

are feeling. And Dr. Pacheco-Werner, we're just so lucky 

to have you out there in your district, so thoughtful and 

so prepared. I guess a couple observations. 

The first is, you know, I'm from the South Coast.  

So let's talk about the South LA community. You know, my 

understanding is that the boundaries are still preliminary 

and that this is going to be determined by the CSC.  You 

know, many of the folks from Watts, which, you know, 

undoubtedly is one of the great communities in this 

country, you know, spoke today.  You know, the Watkins 
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family, so important to the history of Watts and so well 

regarded. 

I'm confident that as we go back next year, you 

know, these issues can be worked out. I think that there 

is, you know, general support, you know, for including 

Watts, you know, recognizing that it's going to be a 

pretty big community from the top to the bottom, including 

the oil wells in the north part of the community.  Watts 

has very strong political representation from Joe 

Buscaino, who is on the South Coast AQMD Board. So I know 

Joe will fight -- fight for Watts.  And I'm hoping that 

the Watkins family can work with him and the other 

representatives of the community.  

Bill Burke, the Chair of our Board also, you 

know, I think deeply cares about this community.  So this 

is something that we're going to continue to work on. 

Again, I believe it's preliminary in nature, and I'm 

confident, and comfortable that in the end this is going 

to be a good boundary that folks feel good about.  

Just an observation, very briefly, Chair. You 

know, on 617 in general, you know, the jury is still out 

on this program and how effective it's going to be. You 

know, it's part of the two-thirds vote for the 

reauthorization of the climate bill.  And the idea was to 

get reductions in these communities. And a lot of the 
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work that we're doing at CARB, particularly on mobile 

sources, is going to help in these communities.  

But how -- how we get those emissions reductions 

and how the air districts, including my own, carry through 

on the commitments of the plans is really going to 

determine how successful these programs are. And my sense 

is that if the air districts can do the work, if we can 

show that the programs can be successful, if we can 

implement the measures that are in the plans, and not just 

have them as a plan up on the shelf, but actually 

implemented, then the program is going to be successful, 

the communities are going to fight for the program, the 

legislatures, and the administration are going to want to 

fund the program, and in turn it's going to be a 

self-fulfilling feedback loop where people -- the program 

is successful, people want to fund the program, and in 

turn, that means the program is going to be successful. 

So -- but all of this depends on the districts, 

you know, doing the work that's in these plans. And I'm 

committed to carry through with that. I have a lot to 

learn. I learned a lot tonight about all of these 

communities, but fundamentally I do believe that if we can 

show success, success will breed success with this 

program. And as a new Board member - and I know I'm not 

alone. I know the Chair feels deeply about this too - 
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that it's a priority to see this work through. 

So the first little piece there on Watts, second 

piece a little bit more general about the program.  And 

thank you, Chair, for calling on me. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

Board Member De La Torre. 

BOARD MEMBER DE LA TORRE:  Thank you, Chair. 

I also want to echo what others have said, 

thanking the public.  You know, we set the 4 p.m. start 

time to try to make sure that we had as much input as 

possible. People are working, et cetera, and we wanted to 

give them that chance starting at four o'clock and, you 

know, here it is nine o'clock, and we're good to go.  

We're still here and happy to hear all of that input, even 

when it's critical of what we're doing, and how we're 

doing it. 

But I want to -- I want to start where I started 

four years ago, or whenever we started the AB 617 process, 

which is that this is meant to be a sampler platter of 

California. It is mean to have communities that have 

certain characteristics that can be replicated in other 

communities up and down the state, i.e. a port community, 

a goods movement corridor, a rural agricultural area, an 

exurban community, you know, all of those different 

community that's next to heavy industry, and that was the 
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concept from the beginning.  

If you'll recall, my community, which on paper 

should have been one of the first ten, was not included in 

that first batch. And I spoke in favor of the proposal 

from staff for the ten communities that did not include 

mine, even though it was, you know, by all rights supposed 

to be in there, because of this concept of wanting to have 

a variety of California's neighborhoods that are impacted 

represented in what we're doing with 617. 

And the idea with that wasn't just to have 

variety for variety's sake, it was to develop solutions in 

those settings that could be replicated in other similar 

settings around the state. We don't have to have every 

underserved community in California be a 617 community.  

What we need to have are solutions in different types of 

communities, rural, agricultural, urban, goods movement 

corridors, et cetera, and then replicate those solutions, 

those success stories in those other communities. That's 

our commitment to you. 

So whether you're selected or not, our commitment 

to you is that we're going to identify solutions and 

replicate them and bring them to you. And I have two 

specific examples that we've already identified, even 

though we're pretty early on in the process. 

One is transportation.  That has come up over, 
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and over, and over again with heavy-duty trucks in 

different parts of the state. Staff is preparing an 

enforcement package of things that CARB does and can do, 

things that local jurisdictions do or can do to enforce 

regulations, to adopt rules at the local level, ordinances 

that can be enforced.  You can write tickets. You can --

you can, you know, really push the envelope, so we're not 

the only ones doing it.  But these can be replicated 

anywhere in the State.  And that was something that came 

from a 617 community discussion.  And now, we're going to 

roll it out statewide in the next hopefully couple of 

weeks, months, I'm not sure, but it's coming soon.  

The second was referenced by a number of people 

in their public comments, the pesticide issue.  We 

committed to the Shafter community that we were going to 

do something about pesticide notification.  We have had 

multiple discussions about this. The letter was 

referenced that was sent out from the State. That's not 

the end. That's not the end for me.  And I believe, 

because I was there with my colleagues, at that meeting 

where we committed to Shafter that we would do this, that 

we are going to continue to pursue it.  

So that is another issue that has the potential 

to be replicated up and down the state, once we get it 

right somewhere, in this case Shafter. 
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So those are two examples off the top just, you 

know, today. And we're very early on in the process.  

We're going to find other solutions in some of these other 

places and then we will replicate that, that is our 

commitment to you, that we will replicate the successes in 

like communities up and down the state. The fact that we 

have limited resources, that's just a fact of life. I 

mean, that's -- the Legislature is giving us the same 

amount this year.  Even though we're adding three more 

communities tonight, they're -- we're -- we only have the 

same amount of money. And so somehow we're going to have 

to do more with the same amount of money. That's just a 

fact that we're having to deal with.  

But our commitment to you, whether you are or are 

not a 617 community is when we identify these solutions, 

we are bringing them to you.  And I think that's -- that's 

to me what we all have to keep our eye on is to be looking 

out for those solutions that can be replicated and taken 

up and down the state, so that everyone gets the benefit 

of the experience of these communities that are -- that 

are 617 communities.  

So I just wanted to reinforce that message that 

I've said the previous two times.  Of course, I was 

disappointed that first time when my community was left 

out, but it's proven to work.  And it -- and we're going 
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to benefit from that transportation package, even though 

we weren't in that first tranche, because one of the 

communities in that first tranche asked for it. And so 

now all of the similar communities like mine will benefit 

from that. 

And so that's -- that's my message, hope, and 

expectation to all of these communities that I know are 

disappointed in not being selected today.  I do support 

the three communities that staff has bought forward and 

let's get to work. 

Thank you. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

Board Member Takvorian. 

BOARD MEMBER TAKVORIAN:  Thank you.  Thank you, 

Chair, and thanks to everyone who participated today.  And 

I know a lot of the people who did testify today from the 

many environmental justice communities -- excuse me -- 

across the state.  They've been fighting for environmental 

and racial justice, and waited for so many hours to give 

testimony today. 

I just want to say that I think Assemblymember's 

Garcia characterization of "what about us" is really right 

on. That speaks to both the success of the program, but 

primarily to the extreme need across the state.  

Environmental Justice communities competing against each 
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other is heartbreaking.  And I agree with the sentiments 

expressed by my colleagues that CARB needs to do much more 

than we are able to do with the 617 program to address 

this life-threatening pollution that's existing in all of 

our communities. 

I appreciated Assemblymember Garcia's commitment 

to ensuring the budget for the 617 program.  And I think 

we would all agree that increasing the 617 allocation is 

really essential, because increasing the number of 

communities to include, that have all spoken up today, and 

the many that applied that were rejected but are very 

worthy, is essential, but it's really impossible given the 

currently sources.  

So we've got to create a bigger pie.  And perhaps 

this is the year with a State budget that has a surplus 

and our experience with the pandemic that has demonstrate 

the desperate need for curbing air pollution.  

So I'd ask staff to look at whether there's 

resources that could be redirected in our current budget, 

but I'd also ask that we ask our friends in the 

Legislature to take a look and to listen to this 

incredible need that we have and that we can't address 

with the resources that we have right now.  

The other thing I wanted to address quickly is 

the implementation of the CERPs. We're rightly focused 
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right now on the selection of new communities and the 

allocation of resources for them. But what's really 

needed is to sharply focus on ensuring implementation and 

enforcement of the completed CERPs, and that costs money 

as well. 

And the problem with the Shafter implementation, 

as has been described by multiple speakers, is appalling.  

First, I would support CARB issuing a public statement in 

regards to this issue and ask staff -- ask that staff 

address that request before we end here tonight. I was at 

that Shafter meeting, as many of my colleagues were, and 

explicitly remember the discussion and the commitment that 

was made, and we need to make good on that commitment.  

Speakers said that this defiance of the CERP by 

the local ag commissioner has implications for other ag 

communities, which I think is absolutely true.  However, I 

think it has implications for all communities. CARB has a 

responsibility to ensure that the CERPs are implemented 

and that emission reductions are realized as required by 

the law and as promised to the many residents who've 

dedicated their time to improve their communities.  

CARB has to have the resources to monitor and 

enforce the implementation of the CERPs, which I think is 

an emerging issue.  As we -- as we debate and struggle 

with resources for new communities, we have to ensure that 
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CARB has the resources to actually help to implement and 

enforce. 

The plans that we've made are great, but must be 

implemented. And unfortunately, even the simplest 

compliance, notification of pesticide application, is not 

being done. 

Lastly, I just want to say that I appreciate that 

the consultation group subcommittee is working on the 

Blueprint revision, and I look forward to that coming 

forward really soon.  Many of these implementation issues 

I'm hoping can be addressed in that revision of the 

blueprint. So thank you very much.  

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

Vice Chair Berg. 

VICE CHAIR BERG: Am I working now? 

There's this little button that seems to get in 

the way. I apologize. 

So this is my third 617 selection, and I have 

to -- I just have to confess that it's going to be my last 

if this is the tenor. It does feel like a competition. 

It has felt like a competition.  And it's -- you know, on 

the first time, I felt that -- it feels like we're 

chill -- I said this the first time.  It feels like you're 

choosing between your children. That's how heartfelt it 

is. We know these communities. We know they all need. 
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But also when 617 started, I was very concerned 

about expectations.  617 was not designed to be the 

panacea that we would be able to erase or deal with in a 

quick way, the systemic racism and the ills that have just 

been quite frankly over centuries.  

And so that doesn't mean we don't fight. To me, 

the -- one of the most powerful things about 617 was the 

fact that we have an agency that was committed to join the 

fight, to work through, to learn, to truly be by the sides 

of the communities.  And we don't do it perfectly. We 

have had to learn our own shortcomings, how we look at 

things that were incorrect, how I looked at things that 

were incorrect. 

And so, you know, when Mr. Watkins sad who is 

listening, I wrote down every single name of every person 

that testified, because that was the way I could honor the 

time that it took for people to wait and what they said.  

And so we are listening.  I'm looking at a whole Board 

here that is listening.  And -- and it's a very heartfelt, 

difficult situation.  

I agree and appreciate the calls that we need to 

do something different.  And it should not be a 

competition. It should be a pathway. We had talked 

about, and I think, Hector, you'll -- you'll remember 

this, we talked about that 617 is going to be a pathway, a 
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pathway for these communities. And this is one of the 

pathways. We have to change the language.  

And how Watts isn't considered part of South Los 

Angeles, there's a great example of just not thinking.  

And no matter what we do now, it is now about a selection 

of going back and having somebody expand the boundaries, 

as if they're being invited to participate, rather than 

being at the table.  

And those are the things that we truly need to do 

a better job thinking about ahead of time, so we aren't 

pitting communities -- certainly dividing them down the 

middle, and that we are -- and for myself, I didn't catch 

it and I'm from Los Angeles.  I should have caught it and 

I didn't catch it. That's on me, as a Board member.  

And so we are learning, not fast enough, but we 

definitely are listening, sir.  And I want you to 

sincerely know that. 

I am going to have a very hard time voting 

tonight, not because of the -- I'm thrilled about the 

communities that were included, because I remember Arvin 

and Lamont. I remember Arvin from San Joaquin Valley SIP 

discussions during my time on the Board.  I'm thrilled to 

have them as part. 

When I thought of South Los Angeles, of course, I 

thought Watts was part of it.  I'm very sorry I didn't ask 
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about that. And as Board Member Kracov suggested, there 

will be a process for that. But it's the fact that 

there's a process that you are left out. I -- you know, 

I -- that really does tug at me.  

And so with that, Madam Chair, I -- I do really 

support Greg Nudd's suggestion and so many others.  I 

think there's just a better way to put this process 

together. I'm committed to help and to be part of that.  

I think we can bring communities together.  Some of the 

cities that really have tackled this, some of the 

districts. There's -- there's just got to be a better 

way, and I truly, truly support that.  

So thank you for listening.  Thank you for being 

here this late. We still have 60 attendants.  When Mr. 

Watkins spoke, we had 82. And I really do appreciate 

everybody staying up so late.  

Thank you. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

Board Member Hurt.  

BOARD MEMBER HURT: Thank you, Chair. 

My comments align with what many of the Board 

members have already said.  And I have to say, thank you 

again to all the public speakers that have held in to this 

late hour. Your comments are very sobering and they're 

heartbreaking, in kind of the same breath here. I, too, 
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hear you. And we realize that AB 617 is not perfect. 

I've heard before many say that it is just one tool in a 

kit of trying to affect communities and improve the air 

pollution, and the terrible environments that we all are 

living in. 

One thing I think that is so key though in this 

toolkit is funding. That's what's going to make the 

difference. And so as much as we can advocate in 

Sacramento for more funding for these communities.  I 

think we will have less of this fight over the resources 

that are few and far in between. 

Improving and refining the People's Blueprint is 

going to be essential.  I hear all of you that say that 

it's not good enough and I'm committed to work with fellow 

Board members and the staff in the ways that are 

appropriate to refine the blueprint, and to think hard and 

take the lessons learned from the communities we've been 

working with now. 

When we talk about timelines, implementation was 

mentioned before. I agree, we don't want to spend all the 

time of communities that already don't have a lot of time.  

They're working many jobs.  They're trying to keep 

families. And then the timeline for that CERP plan takes 

years, and years, and years, and years before it's ever 

reach or touched. 
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So deadlines and implementation, plans that we 

actually look forward to, and implement, and work with the 

community to do so are really important and are things 

that I'm thinking about.  

And to Vice Chair Berg's comments about this is a 

long journey. I mean, we're talking about systematic 

racism, structural racism, rethinking the harms that have 

been done to many communities and many families.  It's not 

going to be done all through AB 617. So we really need to 

thank about how we can uplift and support these 

communities in the many different ways.  

I do want to thank Assemblymember Eduardo Garcia, 

Cristina Garcia for the AB 617 Program.  It is a start to 

the repair, but we have a long journey.  And I look 

forward to working with all the community to make sure 

that we're taking care of all our sisters and brothers.  

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

Assemblymember Garcia. 

ASSEMBLY MEMBER GARCIA:  Madam Chair, thank you.  

I -- I just thanked the pilot for getting us on the ground 

safe. I'm in the parking lot of Ontario Airport and I've 

been listening to the entire conversation thanks to the 

WiFi system in the plane.  But that being said -- 

BOARD MEMBER KRACOV: How do we applaud? 

ASSEMBLY MEMBER GARCIA: Well, what I want to say 
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is that I hear folks loud and clear. They are talking 

about the same communities that I've been elected to 

represent, communities along the border, communities in 

the Eastern Coachella Valley, and many other communities 

that were mentioned today.  And I can't agree more with 

the comments that started with Board Member Berg, then Dr. 

Pacheco, and now Ms. Hurt, who says we are dealing with 

systematic issues, barriers that this program is 

attempting to just chip away at some of them, right?  

And we want to make sure that there is enough 

funding for the existing program, these new programs that 

are being designated.  But we also want to do, I think, an 

inventory of our programs at CARB to determine which 

programs align with 617 goals and objectives, so that 

these communities that are not being selected get -- can 

get off the ground with some of these initiatives that 

they know for a fact will work in addressing the air 

quality problems in their backyard, the public health 

issues that have led to again the disproportionate amount 

of people getting sick and dying in some of these 

communities due to COVID-19. 

And I think that's the message that we need to 

collectively press on with my colleagues in the 

Legislature, with the advocates from the communities, so 

that we can ask for the resources that we so desperately 
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need on top of again the resources that may be in place 

for other programs that align with this particular effort 

that we have underway. 

What I heard today is, yes, we need more money.  

Yes, we need to designate additional communities that are 

not being recommended today.  And I want to make a 

commitment, and hopefully some of my colleagues will join 

me, I want to go visit watts. I want to go talk to folks 

directly there. I want to go to East Oakland and talk to 

folks there as well, and the other communities that have 

been mentioned that deserve to be part of a 617 program, 

but that we can potentially find other ways before 

designating those communities on another round to get some 

investments in those communities even before that.  

That's -- that's a commitment that again I will reiterate 

I'm making as the voice of the Legislature on the Assembly 

side here today. 

The other thing I wanted just to comment on is 

going back to the systematic challenges that we're faced 

with and multiple agencies, not just at CARB. We're 

talking about Natural Resources, CalEPA. We're talking 

about the Water Board.  We're talking about PUC, CEC.  

It's all of these agencies, decades long of practices that 

have really led us to the place where we're hearing the 

frustration amongst our communities of color pitting each 
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other against one another. 

That's the last thing we want to do and the last 

thing we want to see happen.  You know, Black and Brown 

communities pointing out that, hey, you're getting more 

than we are or you're -- that's the last thing that we 

want to continue to perpetuate.  But it also requires a 

collective understanding of where we stand today with the 

challenges before us, the limited resources, but a sincere 

and genuine acceptance that everyone on this Board I 

believe wants to get us there. I have no doubt that the 

folks that are here with us support the idea that every 

community should be part of 617 if we have the resources 

to be able to do that. 

The issue here is that we don't. And the other 

point is, that I want to make, and hopefully it's taken 

well, is that, you know, when I get home, right, there are 

folks there that will say why didn't we get designated?  

And Mr. De La Torre made that excellent point about the 

first round and his community didn't get designated, and 

other communities didn't get designated.  But the fact 

here is that strategically, I think we're approaching this 

in a manner in which we might be able to do something in 

all communities, again if we align the resources and the 

programs that are already in place.  

And I'll just end with I -- I'm listening.  I 
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heard you. From 30,000 feet up in the air, I was 

listening. And to the folks who are here, who were 

speaking in their native language of Spanish... 

(Spoke in Spanish) 

ASSEMBLY MEMBER GARCIA:  So thank you, Madam 

Chair for allowing me to chime in. I'm going to keep 

listening, but I am going to get on the road to get to my 

family. Thank you.  

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you. 

Dr. Balmes. 

BOARD MEMBER KRACOV:  Going to try to follow 

that. 

BOARD MEMBER BALMES:  No. I'm just going to make 

some specific comments about the People's Blueprint, 

because it's been mentioned by several Board member, I 

think Dr. Pacheco-Werner, maybe Davina Hurt, and Vice 

Chair Berg. 

So I've been working with the People's Blueprint 

righting group.  We're meeting every week along with staff 

from OCAP, the Office of Community Air Pollution -- air 

program. And I just want to make a pitch that this is a 

really important document.  Multiple EJ folks have 

committed a lot of time and effort to this. That's why 

it's called the People's Blueprint, because they want to 

make sure that environmental justice to address the 
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structural issues that multiple Board members have brought 

up, you know, that the people, the communities are 

empowered in this process.  

So I'm going to be the Board member leading the 

effort to get the People's Blueprint to you and hope that 

you will be able to approve it.  I mean, it's got to go 

through multiple stages before it gets to you. But this 

is an important document that a lot of people are 

investing a lot of time and energy into.  And I -- I just 

want to let you know that this is going -- it's a serious 

endeavor that's going to need your support. 

BOARD MEMBER KRACOV:  Lucky to have you working 

on it. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: All right. Thank you, Dr. 

Balmes. 

I just wanted to add a few thoughts.  I 

completely agree with the thoughts that were shared by my 

fellow Board members.  And I found the -- the comments 

incredibly moving and impactful. One of the -- one of the 

commenters -- and I'm sorry, I didn't -- I didn't write 

down your name, but, you know, she took a breath for a 

moment and said she felt sad and frustrated.  And that 

really resonated with me, because this is a frustrating 

process. 

So I guess I would say three things to think 
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about going forward.  I completely concur with everyone's 

thoughts that communities should not be pitted against 

each other, and that we need to get more funding, so that 

we have the opportunity to ensure that more communities 

can participate. 

But I also think the point that the selection of 

a community cannot be the only strategy, and that looking 

for solutions that can be replicated in different areas is 

a key strategy we need to deploy.  And one, you know, 

question I would like to think about with -- in our 

conversations with staff, is what's -- what are -- what 

are some good ways to effectuate that and what are ways 

that we can ensure that we are getting the direction and 

input from the non-selected communities, so that they can 

kind of be able to give, you know -- make sure that we 

understand the solutions and that they agree that there 

are solutions that could be replicated and would be 

beneficial to their community.  Because, you know, the 

downside of not being a formally selected community is 

that, you know, there's not necessarily that structure for 

that interaction and so how can we build that structure.  

And then the third thing I would say is I 

completely agree with Assembly Member Garcia that we need 

to look at all of our programs -- and, you know, there is 

so much work that we are doing around, you know, 
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heavy-duty transportation and toxics issues, that -- that 

will benefit these communities, but we need to sit down 

and really analyze sort of where we are, and what 

adjustments would be appropriate to existing programs to 

make sure that we are uplifting our on priority 

communities, as we're implementing those programs. 

So I think that is -- that is all for me, so I 

will turn it back to Mr. Corey, because I would love to 

hear some input from staff on all of the thoughts that 

have been shared.  

EXECUTIVE OFFICER COREY: Thanks, Chair and 

members. In terms of the discussion, it was excellent, as 

was just hearing from the communities, all observing 

communities no doubt about it, and the passion, 

enthusiasm, and needs.  

And what came through certainly in the 

conversation you all just had was there's got to be a 

better way, in terms of partnering.  Clearly, the 

construction in the early years followed the law, but it 

was a very narrow application.  And I know that I'm going 

to call on Deputy Executive Officer Chanell Fletcher, who 

oversees the environmental justice group, the Office of 

Community Protection, with my caveat that she just started 

beginning of this month, but is already looking at this 

issue, in terms of how do we expand and really look at a 
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new way to build on really this program, and strengthen 

partnerships. 

But with that, Chanell, I'm going to -- I'd like 

you to share your perspective.  

DEPUTY EXECUTIVE OFFICER FLETCHER:  Thank you so 

much for this opportunity.  And I -- I mean, I -- I think 

before I even share anything, I just want to echo what 

I've heard from the Board and from my boss, Richard, as 

well, is that I just have a deep, deep, deep appreciation 

for every single person that testified.  I took notes on 

every single person, because I know that your time is 

extremely valuable.  And the fact that you spent all night 

with us means a lot. 

And I think even more important than that, I just 

want to know that everyone that testified, I mean, you are 

the true experts in your community.  And I think just your 

time, your commitment to making sure this program is 

successful and that we address those like systemic and 

historical disparity, I think, is key and is important.  

So of the things that I did want to -- I want to 

flag is that, you know, we -- we know. So we know at CARB 

that we need to serve more than these 617 selected 

communities. I think we hear that loud and clear, that, 

you know, what we're doing is obviously not enough.  

I did want to flag that, you know, the Office of 
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Environmental Justice, we also manage a critical part of 

the 617 program that does support more than just those 

that are selected for the CERPs or the monitoring plans.  

That is the Community Air Grants Program.  I think that 

was mentioned very briefly.  

I just wanted to highlight that a little bit 

more. I did want folks to know that these are grants that 

are designed to help, you know, priority communities build 

capacity, identify areas with the most harmful air 

emissions, and then really to start taking actions to 

reduce exposure or address the underlying cause of 

pollution. 

So since it started, we've -- you know, we've 

issued like 56 community air grants.  That's ranging from 

a hundred thousand to 500,000 that have been awarded. 

And I think that the point that I want to say is 

that, you know, while this is a state -- it's a statewide 

grant program. It is competitive. I do want to emphasize 

the next solicitation is basically going to go out in the 

first half of this year. We're in February, so we're 

hoping that very soon we can release that out.  

One of the things that, you know, just from this 

conversation what I'm hearing is we really want to kind of 

prioritize those workshops and prioritize like how people 

can apply, like what you can do with these grants and 
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really think about those priority communities that haven't 

been selected and target those workshops there, because we 

know that those are the resources that are needed most. 

And again, I'm not saying that this is a fix 

everything. This is a Band-Aid. I think I -- I think we 

fully hear, right, that we need to do more and we're 

thinking about that. But we did want to just make sure 

that people knew this is a real opportunity to get some 

funding and to kind of think about how we can address and 

help, I think, those communities that weren't selected.  

The other thing I wanted to flag is that, you 

know, in the October 2020 Board meeting, I actually got to 

provide comments as well.  I think one of the things that 

we heard loud and clear too, in this meeting too, is that 

three minutes is not enough time.  It's not enough time to 

have -- to try to share everything in this limited space, 

and especially to spend like all night doing that. And 

one of the things that we've been doing informally, that 

we're now working to do formally, is really start to host 

listening sessions with community -- community residents, 

community advocates, and BIPOC leadership. And we really 

want to kind of like basically formalize that as an 

opportunity for communities to get, you know, direct 

time -- like direct face time with, I think, CARB 

leadership. 
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We want you to be as candid and as open as 

possible to share I think all of the wisdom, all of your 

concerns, obviously longer than three minutes.  And I 

think most importantly to help us, to help us grapple with 

some of these hard and challenging questions.  I think the 

points around, you know, pitting communities against each 

other, that is not something that we want to do. And so I 

think having that opportunity, that expertise to have 

that -- kind of like those sessions really to hear 

directly from community members, that is something that 

we're kind of actively working on right now at the Office 

of Environmental Justice.  

One of the last things that I will say, and I 

think Richard shared this earlier in his priorities, we 

are planning on like reconvening the AB 32 Environmental 

Justice Advisory Committee for the 2022 Scoping Plan. We 

are working on that process literally I think as I speak.  

And we'll plan to share out, I think, details very soon.  

I flag this, because again, I think we're really 

looking at ways of which how do we create, not just 

processes, but opportunities and ways for engagement to 

help us again critically think about racial justice, to 

think about equity, to think about environmental justice, 

and to think about how we can do these things better.  And 

that is yet another opportunity.  
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As Richard mentioned, I'm about four -- I'm on 

week four right now of this job, so this is by no means 

just, you know -- you know, this is all we're doing.  This 

is honestly just the start.  And I'm so excited, I think, 

to work with, you know, my team at CARB, as well as the 

entire staff at CARB, because I think we are really 

committed to doing this, and really want to lean on, I 

think, the expertise of those that have testified tonight.  

Thank you so much. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Thank you, Chanell.  I think 

some of the ideas you've mentioned are really important 

opportunities. You know, some of my fellow Board members 

talked about, you know, visiting communities.  And I do 

think, you know, the -- one of the challenges of the 

public comment at a Board meeting is that it's at the --

at the end of the process typically, right? It's like 

this thing that is being voted on.  

And so looking at opportunities to visit 

communities as a health -- our health situation permits, 

the opportunity to have workshops, and meetings where 

Board members can come and participate and -- along with 

CARB staff to meet with community members, I think there 

would be a great deal of interest. I know, you know, 

Board members currently are doing many meetings like that. 

And I would definitely encourage building more of that 
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into the -- into this process as well. 

I see Deldi Reyes has thoughts to share as well. 

OCAP DIRECTOR REYES:  Yes. So Deldi Reyes 

Director of the Office of Community Air Protection.  And 

like Chanell, I've been here for now beginning four weeks. 

I want to echo everything that others have said 

about respecting all of the wisdom we heard from so many 

community members tonight.  We have staff in both our 

Office of Environmental Justice, Board members, and the 

Office of Community Air Protection taking notes and taking 

names about the issues that we've heard tonight. 

Before I get any further, I just want to say 

something very specific about Watts. First, I want to 

apologize that we were not clear enough earlier.  The 

boundaries that were submitted in the nomination from the 

South Coast Air District were large enough, even though 

they were somewhat amorphous, that they actually included 

the Watts neighborhood.  So it's not as if Watts is not 

included in what was nominated by South Coast. 

To fulfill the requirements of the law, OCAP 

staff need a hard boundary in order to do an analysis. 

That boundary appears as a dashed line, but it is simple 

for the purposes of the analysis. And as other folks have 

mentioned including Kevin from CVAQ, you know, those 

boundaries will be finalized at the community steering 
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committee level.  So I just want to make sure everyone is 

clear about that. 

And then I also just want to note that when AB 

617 was passed, it was viewed -- as Board Member De La 

Torre noted, it was not only about selecting communities 

and building emission exposure reduction plans, it was 

about the basic foundations -- the basic foundations of 

Air Quality Protection in the state of California. 

It was about accelerating how we apply best 

available retrofit control technology on stationary 

sources, which we have not been successful at. So that's 

very key to improving air quality in lots of different 

places in fenceline communities. And we can't just wait 

for new technologies to emerge, in order to move forward 

with that. We have to use what we have now. 

And it's also about using other rulemaking 

authorities. This morning's session was about ag burning.  

And we heard from a lot of communities about that rule, 

and the need for that rule, and the need for even more 

stringent protective rules.  These are communities that 

are either 617 communities or are 617 eligible 

communities. 

So the law calls for us to use our rulemaking 

authorities. It calls for us to use enforcement for -- of 

existing regulations, right? So it's not only the 
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community selections.  Its about the underpinnings of how 

we do air quality in the State of California, and we need 

to do it better. 

So there's much more we can do to improve also 

our air emissions inventories, so that data is available 

about all sources categories in equally accessible ways. 

And that -- when I say we, I don't mean just 

CARB. Obviously, we rely on the air districts to do much 

of this and we need to be able to do that in partnership 

with them. 

And until we can attend to these basic 

fundamental aspects of air quality protection, we cannot 

simply rely on moving three communities through the 

61[SIC] program annually.  Really -- we have to do much 

more. 

So I think everybody got that message.  And I 

just want to -- you know, just again say how excited I am 

to be part of this team working, under Chanell, and under 

Richard, and with the really powerful team of the Office 

of Community Air Protection and EJ, and just -- also just 

appreciate the comments that I've heard from so many 

people. 617 is just one approach. We can't pin all our 

hopes on it. We have to use every vehicle at our 

disposal. Thanks. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Thank you, Deldi. 
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So we have -- and thank you for clarifying about 

the Watts community.  That was very helpful to hear.  The 

Board has before them Resolution number 21-6.  Do we have 

a motion and a second? 

BOARD MEMBER BALMES:  I would move -- this is 

John Balmes. I would move approval of the motion. 

BOARD MEMBER DE LA TORRE:  Second, De La Torre. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: All right. We have a motion and 

a second. Clerk, will you please call the roll.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Thank you, Madam Chair. 

Dr. Balmes? 

BOARD MEMBER BALMES:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Mr. De La Torre? 

BOARD MEMBER DE LA TORRE: Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Mr. Eisenhut? 

BOARD MEMBER EISENHUT:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Supervisor Fletcher? 

BOARD MEMBER FLETCHER:  Fletcher, aye.  

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Senator Florez? 

BOARD MEMBER FLOREZ:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Ms. Hurt? 

BOARD MEMBER HURT:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Mr. Kracov? 

Mr. Kracov? 

BOARD MEMBER KRACOV:  Can you hear me, yes. 
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BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Yes, okay, 

Dr. Pacheco-Werner? 

Dr. Pacheco-Werner?  

Mrs. Riordan? 

BOARD MEMBER RIORDAN:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Supervisor Serna?  

BOARD MEMBER SERNA:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Professor Sperling? 

BOARD MEMBER SPERLING:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Ms. Takvorian? 

BOARD MEMBER TAKVORIAN:  Aye. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Vice Chair Berg?  

VICE CHAIR BERG: I'm going to abstain. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI: Chair Randolph?  

CHAIR RANDOLPH:  Yes. 

BOARD CLERK SAKAZAKI:  Madam Chair, the motion 

passes. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: All right. Thank you. 

And that concludes our agenda items for tonight.  

The February 25th, 20201 CARB Board meeting is 

adjourned. 

Thank you. 

VICE CHAIR BERG: We don't have public -- 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: Yes, I checked with our attorney 

and she informed me, because we had open comment already, 
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that we do not need to do it a second time. 

VICE CHAIR BERG: Great. 

Good night. 

CHAIR RANDOLPH: All right. Thank you. 

(Thereupon the Air Resources Board meeting 

adjourned at 9:45 p.m.) 
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