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Texas Education Agency

Guidance below is intended for in-school instruction and visits by students, teachers, and staff, starting June 1
as part of:
- Summer learning options if offered by school systems, including

o In-person summer school programs including staff and student participants
o Virtual summer school programs, which may require some teachers to use school facilities to
deliver instruction
- Instructional activities that school systems would like to prioritize during the summer (e.g., special
education evaluations, specialized assessments, individualized tutoring, etc.)
- Administrative activities by teachers, staff, or students (e.g., locker clean out, return/retrieving band
instruments, etc.)
- Any other activities that teachers, staff, or students must complete and cannot be accomplished
virtually

This guidance replaces previous guidance issued by the agency regarding teachers and staff and student use of
school facilities. Please see here for guidance regarding promotion ceremonies.

This guidance has been updated as of June 9, 2020. Changes in this version include:

1) Requires school systems to post summary of practices they plan to use to mitigate COVID-19 spread,
based in the practices and requirements in TEA guidance.

2) Recommends identifying a point person for each school regarding COVID-19 concerns.

3) Increases the number of students allowed in a class group by requiring application of three factors
related to minimum square footage per person in the classroom, desks spaced six feet apart, and an
overall cap of 22.

4) Allows participation in non-UIL activities (and links to detailed non-UIL activity guidance, which can be
found here)

5) Adds hand washing stations as options in addition to hand sanitizer in classrooms and at entrances.

6) Provides additional clarification around the wearing of masks and face coverings.

7) Adds recommendations aligned to CDC guidance that were not previously included, including
encouraging students to cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue,

8) Includes recommendation regarding adding physical barriers to desks

9) Amends transportation recommendations to clarify that students in the same household may sit
together on the bus.

10) Adds recommendations related to school planning for response to a COVID-positive or symptomatic
student.

Public Health Considerations

The virus that causes COVID-19 can infect people of all ages. Research from the Centers for Disease Control,
among others, has found that while children do get infected by COVID-19, relatively few children with COVID-
19 are hospitalized. However, some severe outcomes have been reported in children, and a child with a mild
or even asymptomatic case of COVID-19 can spread the infection to others who may be far more vulnerable.
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https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/minimum-standard-health-protocols-for-school-employees-in-school-building-during-campus-closures-per-executive-order-no-ga-21
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/200503_school_visit_guidance.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/graduation_ceremonies_updated_5.6.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/covid-19-support-closure-guidance-communication

While it is not possible to eliminate all risk of furthering the spread of COVID-19, the current science suggests
there are many steps schools can take to reduce the risks to students, teachers, staff, and their families
significantly.

Even if an infected person is only mildly ill, the people they spread it to may become seriously ill or even die,
especially if that person is 65 or older with pre-existing health conditions that place them at higher risk.
Because of the hidden nature of this threat, everyone should rigorously follow the practices specified in these
protocols, all of which facilitate a safe and measured reopening of Texas.

School teachers and staff will need to be trained specifically on the protocols outlined in this document and
the practices adopted by their school system. Additionally, while not developed with this exact guidance in
mind, Texas Agri-Life Extension offers a free online course on Special Considerations for Infection Control
During COVID-19 (2hrs). This course is intended for frontline childcare workers, but the principles of the
course apply equally to those working in school settings.

Developing a Plan for On-Campus Activities and Instruction
School systems should take their local context into account when deciding whether to offer summer school on
campus by monitoring the situation on the Texas Department of State Health Services dashboard.

If a school system does offer on-campus instruction or activities, it should follow the guidance in this
document to the greatest extent possible. Because of the proximity between individuals, particularly in indoor
facilities, stringent compliance with these protocols is strongly recommended. Please note that this document
contains both requirements and best practices.

It is recommended that, school systems designate a staff person on each campus to be responsible for
responding to COVID-19 concerns. All school staff and families should know who this person is and how to
contact them.

Bringing Students on Campus
Summer School Programs and Other Instructional Activities
1. Any instructional activity to be completed at school, including summer school, should either be
optional or, if it is mandatory, should be able to be completed virtually. Students who are mandated
by their school system to attend summer school as a condition of promotion to the next grade or to
otherwise obtain course credit may not be required to attend in-person but would still need to satisfy
district academic and/or participation requirements virtually if they do not attend in person.
2. School systems may consider prioritizing the availability of on-campus summer school for:
- Students with significant academic gaps;
- Students with disabilities whose needs pose additional challenges to learning in a virtual
environment but who are otherwise not medically at risk;
- Student learning experiences that cannot be done remotely, such as certain Career and
Technical Education (CTE) learning experiences for middle and high school students;
- Students experiencing homelessness;
- English learners;
- Younger students whose parents may have greater need of childcare to allow them to work;
and/or
- Students in protective day service who are not otherwise medically at risk.

Operational Considerations:
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https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/product?catalog=COFS-256
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fagrilifelearn.tamu.edu%2Fproduct%3Fcatalog%3DCOFS-256&data=02%7C01%7CMegan.Aghazadian%40tea.texas.gov%7C0c065e4d5f8b4dde919708d7f1db9292%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637243797660355101&sdata=I1VduS94sUcobRCAsvRcbzvY18XbOyB%2BbRVzfOckOx4%3D&reserved=0
https://txdshs.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/ed483ecd702b4298ab01e8b9cafc8b83

Instruction
Encourage students to practice social distancing and minimize the number of students who they encounter
regularly.
1. When determining the number of students in a classroom group in a typical classroom space, the
school must apply all three of the following factors:

- Eachindividual (teacher, staff, or student) must have a minimum of 45 square feet of space in
the classroom.

- No more than 22 total individuals can group in a typical classroom space (i.e., not a cafeteria,
gym, library, or other larger space.)

- Student desks (or seats at a table if tables are used) must be placed a minimum of six feet
apart. It is recommended that students face the same direction rather than facing each other.

Using these requirements, for example, would mean that:

- An 800 square foot room could serve 17 individuals (800 sq. ft/45 sq. ft=17.8; round down to
17), so long as the room configuration allowed for desks to be placed six feet apart; and

- A 1,200 square foot room could serve 22 individuals, so long as the room configuration
allowed for desks to be placed six feet apart (1,200 sq. ft/45 sq. ft=26.67; however, 22
individuals is the maximum in a classroom space).

2. Multiple groups can meet in a larger space such as a gym or cafeteria, so long as the school applies all
four of the following factors:

- Eachindividual (teacher, staff, or student) must have a minimum of 45 square feet of space.

- Students must be separated into distinct groups that cannot exceed 22 individuals, including
students, teachers and staff.

- Student desks (or seats at a table if tables are used) must be placed a minimum of six feet
apart. It is recommended that students face the same direction rather than facing each other.

- Each class group must be separated from other groups by at least 12 feet.

Using these requirements, for example, would mean that:

- A 3,000 square foot cafeteria might serve two groups of 22 with 12 feet between student
groups, so long as the room configuration allowed for desks to be placed six feet apart. One
teacher might serve both of these groups or the groups may have separate teachers. (The
exact number of groups and number of individuals total served in a 3,000 square foot space is
determined by the layout of the space.)

- A 7,800 square foot gymnasium might serve three groups of 22 with 12 feet between student
groups, so long as the room configuration allowed for desks to be placed six feet apart. One
teacher might serve both of these groups, or they may have separate teachers. (The exact
number of groups and number of individuals total served in a 3,000 square foot space is
determined by the layout of the space.)

2. Whenever possible, students, teachers, and staff should maintain consistent groupings of people to
minimize virus spread in the school. Specifically:

- Elementary school students should be taught in self-contained classes, if at all possible; and

- Secondary students should be taught in self-contained classes, if possible and, when that is
not possible, should be exposed to as few different individual teachers as possible.

The rationale for this limitation is that each additional individual exposure presents greater
opportunity for virus spread. If, for example, three classes are taught by a single science teacher, and a
student in one of those classes contracts COVID-19, all three classes are considered a single class
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group for purposes of potential exposure, because they all have extended exposure to an individual
who could spread the virus, and all will need to follow protocols listed under “Positive Cases” below.
Whenever possible and developmentally appropriate, there should be no group or pairs work that
would require students to regularly interact within six feet, recognizing that this is not possible for
early childhood students and some students with disabilities.

When students must be taught by multiple teachers, it is better for students not to be brought
together with those in other classes for shared instruction or mixed with other classes during elective
or other periods or between classes.

- Rather than having students change from classroom to classroom, consider having teachers
rotate between classes while students stay in one class to minimize students encountering
others in the hallway.

- Alternatively, schools could stagger class start and end times to minimize the number of
students in the hallway during passing periods.

Students must not be brought together in assemblies, field trips, or other group gatherings outside of
their class group, unless the distancing of 12 feet between groups can be maintained.

When feasible and appropriate, it is preferable for students to gather outside rather than inside,
because of likely reduced risk of virus spread outdoors. If students gather outside, they should
maintain the maximum group size of 22 noted above and maintain 12 feet between groups.
Participation in extracurricular activities on campus is permitted under the following conditions:

- Students may participate in UlL-approved conditioning or training programs, consistent with
UIL guidance.

- Students may participate in conditioning or training programs for non-UIL activities that
typically compete or conduct activities during the fall semester, consistent with Guidance on
Non-UIL Activities, posted in the Closure Guidance section of the TEA coronavirus website.

Students participating in these activities can make use of school gyms, weight rooms, and other indoor
facilities, consistent with either UIL or non-UIL guidance linked above, while supervised by school staff.
Indoor facilities are to remain closed for purposes of athletic or fitness activities to unsupervised
students and to the community.

Health and Hygiene Practices

tea.texas.gov

1.

Teachers and staff should self-screen for COVID-19 symptoms before coming onto campus. Before
coming onto campus and at the start of every week of instruction, all students should be pre-screened
for COVID-19 symptoms that they or others living in their house will experience. Screening of students
can be completed by phone prior to the first day of school and/or prior to entering the campus in
person or in writing. The symptoms to screen for are listed at the bottom of this document.

School teachers and staff should take the temperature of each student each day they are on campus,
if possible.

Schools should have hand sanitizer and/or hand washing stations with soap and water at each
entrance and require students, teachers, and staff to use it whenever they enter the building. Hand
sanitizer or hand washing stations with soap and water should also be available in every classroom,
and students and teachers should be encouraged to sanitize and/or wash hands frequently. Students,
teachers, and staff should also wash hands or use hand sanitizer after they have touched something
another person recently touched.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Staff and students should be encouraged to cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue. Used tissues
should be thrown in the trash, hands should be washed immediately with soap and water for at least
20 seconds, or hand sanitizer should be used.

Students should be instructed in good handwashing techniques and given frequent opportunities to
wash their hands.

Students should engage in supervised handwashing for at least 20 seconds at least two times each
day, in addition to being encouraged to wash hands after using the restroom and before eating.
Consider adding physical barriers, such as plastic flexible screens, between bathroom sinks, especially
when students cannot be at least six feet apart while using the sinks.

Consistent with the actions taken by many organizations across the state, consider having all
employees wear cloth face coverings (over the nose and mouth). If available, employees should
consider wearing non-medical grade face masks. Similarly, consider having all students for whom it is
developmentally appropriate wear cloth face coverings (over the nose and mouth), except while doing
an activity where the mask cannot be worn (e.g., eating). Masks or face coverings are especially
important in hallways, between classes or at the beginning and end of the school day when students
may congregate and class groups may not be as easily isolated from one another. It is most likely not
developmentally appropriate for students younger than five years old and for some students with
disabilities to wear masks or face coverings. Young children and persons who are unable to adjust or
remove face coverings should not be regarded as suitable candidates for wearing face coverings. The
decision is up to the individual or their parent, guardian, or attendant.

Where possible, dividers should be placed on desks if they can serve the purpose of shielding
students, teachers, and staff from respiratory droplets with which they might otherwise come into
contact. This could be particularly helpful in settings where individuals cannot otherwise wear cloth
face coverings or masks.

The CDC provides a range of printed resources such as posters that promote protective measures and
can serve as helpful reminders of best practices. Schools may use these or may create their own
reminders.

Campuses should institute more frequent cleaning practices, including additional cleaning by janitorial
staff, as well as provide the opportunity for children to clean their own spaces before and after they
are used, in ways that are safe and developmentally appropriate. Arrange for additional cleaning and
disinfecting of surfaces that are touched in common throughout the day. This would include objects
such as door handles, common tables/desks, shared supplies such as art supplies, and high touch
devices such as shared laptops or tablets. Arrange for cleaning of commonly-touched surfaces in
classrooms between different class groups, if the same room will be used by multiple class groups.
The CDC has provided guidance on cleaning community buildings to prevent COVID-19 spread. Schools
must ensure these products are stored safely, including storing harmful products where children
cannot access them, and ensuring that harmful cleaning products are not used near children.
Whenever possible, schools should open windows or otherwise work to improve air flow by allowing
outside air to circulate in the building.

If a building has remained dormant for an extended period, we recommend you review CDC guidance
on maintaining water system safety when buildings are unused for extended periods of time and apply
this guidance as appropriate.
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Other Operational Considerations

1.

Campuses will need to plan for entry and exit procedures that reduce the number of students and
parents congregating outside and/or mixing in the hallways. Consider staggering school start and end
times, assigning students to entries to ensure even distribution of students entering/exiting at each
door, providing guidance to students to enter one at a time and wait six feet apart outside the
entrance, and, where appropriate, encouraging parents to remain outside during drop-off and pick-up.
Parents can participate in school visits if their participation is needed. In these cases, parents should
follow the guidance in this document. School systems and parents should consider how to minimize
visits inside the school building when they are not needed to reduce the number of individual
interactions during summer school (e.g., have parents drop off and pick up students outside the
school rather than inside).

To the extent possible, students should eat lunch at their desks. When this is not possible, students
could have assigned seats in the cafeteria that allow students to maintain social distancing. Students
who do not bring their own lunch should be served individually plated meals with disposable food
service items.

Schools will need to consider how to minimize virus spread as a result of play space use.

o Older elementary students who can follow social distancing protocols should be asked to keep
six feet apart while using play spaces. For these children, it may also help to restrict class
groups to specific areas of the play space using cones, caution tape, or a natural barrier, with
the intent of preventing students from interacting across class groups and increasing virus
spread. Alternatively, schools can send only one class group to a play space at a time.

o For the youngest students, including early childhood and early elementary students, as well as
some students with disabilities, social distancing on play spaces will not be possible or
developmentally appropriate. These students are also unlikely to attend to a natural barrier or
cones. In these cases, it is recommended that, as much as possible, only one class group uses a
play space at a time.

o Students in age groups who do not need to use play equipment for recreation should not
spend their recreation time in play spaces, if possible, and should maintain social distance at
all times when outside, just as they do inside.

Employees of school systems, like employees of any organization, must continue to meet the work
expectations set by their employers, subject to any applicable employment contract terms. However,
school systems will need to plan for increased teacher attrition and potential future illness and should
develop policies that encourage sick employees to stay home. For teachers and staff members who
are at particular risk, consider options to allow them to work remotely. Systems should consider hiring
additional teachers to plan for these possibilities.

Bus Planning Recommendations
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1.

School systems should reduce the number of students on a bus route and consider grouping bus
routes to align to class groupings to minimize cross-group exposure.

Students, teachers, and staff should use hand sanitizer upon boarding the bus.

Students who do not live in the same household should be seated at least six feet from other students
on the bus (in most cases, this will mean one student per row, on opposite sides of the bus). Students
should stay in their seats.

Encourage families to drop students off, carpool, or walk with their student to school to reduce
possible virus exposure on buses.
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Buses should be thoroughly cleaned after each bus trip, focusing on high-touch surfaces such as bus
seats, steering wheels, knobs, and door handles. During cleaning, open windows to allow for
additional ventilation and air flow, which is helpful in mitigating COVID-19 spread.

Whenever possible, schools should open windows or otherwise work to improve air flow by allowing
outside air to circulate in the bus.

Positive Cases and Teachers, Staff, or Students Showing COVID-19 Symptoms
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1.

Schools must have a plan for immediately separating any student who shows COVID-19 symptoms
while at school until the student can be picked up by a parent or guardian.

Schools should close off areas used by a sick individual (student, teacher, or staff) until they can be
disinfected. If possible, wait 24 hours to clean these areas to increase the chances of the virus
becoming inactive. If 24 hours is not possible, wait as long as possible.

If a positive case is identified for a summer school participant, whether teacher, staff, or student, the
school must identify any individuals who had regular or close contact with the affected participant.
This will include the entire class (students, teachers and staff) and potentially other teachers and staff
(if multiple teachers work regularly with the student or staff member). If those teachers or the
students interacted with other students or staff on a regular basis or came in close contact with them,
those students and staff should be considered potentially exposed as well and should be screened for
symptoms and tested for COVID-19 before returning to school.

All participants of the summer school program must receive written notification if a positive COVID-19
case is identified among summer school participants (teachers, staff, or students). For students, such
written notification is to be provided to the parents or guardians of the students. The school must also
notify its local health department.

Any teacher, staff member, or student who experiences any of the symptoms of COVID-19 (listed
below) should self-isolate until the below conditions have been met.

- Inthe case of an individual who was diagnosed with COVID-19, the individual may return to
the summer school program when all three of the following criteria are met: at least three
days (72 hours) have passed since recovery (resolution of fever without the use of fever-
reducing medications); and the individual has improvement in symptoms (e.g., cough,
shortness of breath); and at least ten days have passed since symptoms first appeared; or

- Inthe case of an individual who has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and does not get
evaluated by a medical professional or tested for COVID-19, the individual is assumed to have
COVID-19, and the individual may not return to work until the individual has completed the
same three-step criteria listed above; or

- If the individual has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and wants to return to the summer
school program before completing the above self-isolation period, the individual must obtain

a medical professional’s note clearing the individual for return based on an alternative
diagnosis.

Any student, teacher, or staff member living with someone who experiences any of the symptoms of
COVID-19, whether they have a positive COVID-19 test or not, should self-isolate until the above
conditions have been met. If they do not experience any COVID-19 symptoms during that period, they
can return to summer school. If they experience symptoms, they must self-isolate until the conditions
outlined above have been met.
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COVID-19 Symptoms for Screening
Cough
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
Chills
Repeated shaking with chills
Muscle pain
Headache
Sore throat
Loss of taste or smell
Diarrhea
Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 degrees
Fahrenheit
o Known close contact with a person who is lab confirmed to have COVID-19
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