
Joseph Shares Food
Bible Story
Genesis 41

Teacher Challenge
In response to Pharaoh’s request for interpretation of
his dream, Joseph didn’t simply report what God was
going to do. God used the experiences in Joseph’s past
to give Joseph wisdom. And God gave Joseph a solid
plan to provide for the Egyptians and also be able to
share with those around them when famine came. 

Like Joseph, we need clear plans on how to do things
God’s way—and we’re encouraged to ask Him for wisdom! 

� In what situations do you ask God for wisdom?

� What are some experiences in your past that God might have used to prepare you to be wise in the
situations you face today? 

God promises wisdom to all who will ask expectantly. (See James 1:5-8.) He will give us time and re-
sources to obey Him in wise ways. God will be honored—and the joyful obedience you model for your
little ones will teach them more about the value of obedience than words alone ever could do!

Teacher’s Planning
1. Choose which centers you

will provide and the order 
in which children will par-
ticipate in them. For tips 
on schedule planning, see 
page 9.

2. Plan who will lead each cen-
ter, making sure to have one
adult for approximately every
six children. For staffing tips
and ideas, see page 12.
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God’s Word“Share with God’s people who are in need.” Romans 12:13 
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Play to Learn
Active Game Center: 
Find the Food

Collect
Bible, Lesson 42 Food Pictures from Growing with
God CD-ROM, scissors, paper bag.

Prepare
Cut apart Food Pictures and place in paper bag.

Do
1. Children play a game like Hot and Cold. Invite a volunteer to choose a Food Picture from paper bag.

Volunteer closes his or her eyes as another child hides the Food Picture in the classroom. Be sure the
Food Picture can be seen but is not in too obvious a place. Let’s help Ashley find the banana pic-
ture. Don’t make any noise when she is far from the banana picture. Start clapping when
she moves close to it.

2. Volunteer begins to move around classroom. Lead children in clapping faster and louder as the vol-
unteer moves closer and closer to the Food Picture. When volunteer finds the Food Picture, he or
she hands it to you. Repeat with different Food Pictures and new volunteers as time allows.

Talk About
� In today’s Bible story, Joseph helped the

people in Egypt. Joseph showed them
how to save food so that later they could
share it with others, when food was hard
to find. Let’s play a game where we look
for food.

� Thomas, you found the apple picture.
When might you share an apple with
someone? What is something else you
can share with others?

� The Bible says, “Share with God’s people
who are in need.” Pray briefly, Dear God,
please help us to share with others.

For Younger Children
Instead of hiding Food Pictures, hide empty food containers or toy food. Give verbal instructions to
help children find the food item. Look near the door.

For Older Children
Write each word of the Bible verse on separate index cards, numbering verse cards in correct order.
Hide cards in the classroom. Children search for verse cards until all have been found. Help children
place verse cards in order. Children echo the words of the verse as you read them aloud.
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Play to Learn
Art Center: 
Group Circle

Collect
Bible, Lesson 42 Wedge Pattern from Growing with
God CD-ROM, card stock, markers, scissors, tape.

Prepare
Copy Wedge Pattern onto card stock for each child.
(Note: Six wedges make a circle. Print 6, 12, or 18
wedges, depending on the size of your group).

Do
1. Children share markers as they color the wedges. Children cut out wedges. 

2. Assist children in taping six wedges together to form a circle. (Optional: Children color additional
wedges to make multiples of six.)

Talk About
� The Bible says, “Share with God’s people who are

in need.” Sharing isn’t something we always want
to do, but God will help us share with others when
we ask Him. Let’s share our markers and scissors
and make colorful circles together.

� Anthony, I see you handed Samantha the yellow
marker. You know how to share! What are some
other things you can share with your friends? 

� Nicholas, when are some times that it might be
hard to share? We can ask God for His help. Pray
briefly, Dear God, please help us to share with 
others. 

For Younger Children
Cut wedges out ahead of time.

For Older Children
Give each child at the table a different colored marker. Children color a section of their wedges and
then trade markers with another child.
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Lesson 42Play to Learn
Construction Center: 
Block Barns

Collect
Bible, scissors, light-brown paper, blocks, toy 
people; optional—craft sticks.

Prepare
Cut light-brown paper into little strips (represent-
ing grain).

Do
1. Children build barns and outline fields with blocks. Scatter paper strips in fields. (Optional: Scatter

craft sticks in fields.)

2. Children pick up strips and place into barns and take turns using toy people to act out hungry people
coming to barns to get food. 

Talk About
� In our Bible story today, Joseph built big

barns so that hungry people could have
grain and make food to eat. Let’s build
some barns to store grain!

� Ava, it looks like Luis needs one more long
block to finish his barn. How can you help
him? Yes, you can help him by giving him
that long block. Thank you for sharing
with Luis! We can help people by sharing
with them. 

� Alex, you and Sofia both like the farmer toy
with the yellow hat. If Sofia plays with it a
little now, she will share it later. Then you
can have a turn to play with it. Thank you!

� Ryan, does your brother sometimes let you play with his toys at home? He knows about
sharing. Which of your toys do you share with him? We can help people by sharing with
them.

For Younger Children
Children use blocks to build roads and structures of their own choice and then use toy people with the
roads and structures they have built.

For Older Children
At different times throughout play, call out different numbers. Children collect that number of strips.
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Play to Learn
Dramatic Play Center: 
Sharing Snack

Collect
Bible, premoistened towelettes, large bowl, a vari-
ety of snack ingredients in small bowls (dry cereal,
pretzels, raisins, small chocolate candies, fish crack-
ers, etc.), spoon, paper cups.

Prepare
Post a note alerting parents to the use of food in this
activity. Also check registration forms for possible food allergies or restrictions.

Do
1. Children wash their hands (use water or premoistened towelettes) and then take turns adding and

mixing ingredients in large bowl to make a snack. 

2. Help children spoon snack mix into paper cups. Children serve cups of snack to each other. 

Talk About
� In today’s Bible story, Joseph helped

the people in Egypt save food. Later,
when food became hard to find, the
people shared the food with others
who were hungry. Let’s make a snack
that we can share.

� Alyssa, when have you invited a friend
to your house for lunch? Who did you
invite? You shared your family’s food
with Rebecca. What are some other
things you share with your friends?
When are some times it might be hard
to share?

� Tyler, who are you going to share some snack with? James will be glad when you give a
snack cup to him. 

� The Bible says, “Share with God’s people who are in need.” Even when it isn’t easy, God
will help us share with others if we ask Him.

For Younger Children
Spoon mixture into cups for children.

For Older Children
Children count the number of spoons of each ingredient that is added to the bowl.
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Listen to Learn
Genesis 41

Collect
Bible, Bible Story 16 pictures from God’s Story for
Me Poster Pack #2, Preschool Music #2 DVD or CD
and player, aluminum foil, several small classroom
items, ball.

Prepare
Wrap each of several small classroom items (marker,
toy car, beanbag, etc.) in aluminum foil, molding foil
around item. 

Greet Each Other
Children stand in a circle. We’re going to play a game to name people we can share with. Toss
or roll a ball to a child. I can share with (Leah). That child then rolls or tosses ball to another child
as you say next child’s name. Continue, naming each child.

Tell the Story
Open your Bible to Genesis 41. Tell the story using the pictured motions (keywords in bold) or show
Bible Story 16 pictures.

When have you had a dream? Let’s hear about a man who had a very strange dream.

One night, the king of Egypt, called Pharaoh, had a very strange dream. The next
morning, Pharaoh told his helpers, “In my dream, seven fat cows came out of the
river. And seven skinny cows came out of the river. Then the seven skinny cows 
ate the fat cows, but they stayed skinny.” 

“What could this strange dream mean?” Pharaoh asked. No one could tell him.

“Joseph might be able to tell you what your dream means,” one of Pharaoh’s helpers
said. 

“Bring Joseph to me!” Pharaoh said. When Joseph came, Pharaoh said, “I had a
dream, but I don’t know what it means. Can you tell me what my dream means?”

“No, I can’t,” Joseph said. “But God will help me know what your dream means.”
So Pharaoh told Joseph his dream. 

Joseph said, “The seven fat cows mean that for seven years we will have more than
enough food to eat. The skinny cows mean that after those seven good years, there
will be seven hard years with nothing to eat. We need to save our extra food. We can
put it in big barns. Then when no food is growing, the people can eat the food we
have saved.” 

Pharaoh told Joseph, “Since God helped you know what my dream meant, I want
you to make sure that the extra food is saved.” 

Joseph told Pharaoh’s helpers to build big buildings. For seven years the helpers
poured the extra food into sacks. The helpers put the sacks into the big buildings. 
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After seven years, no food grew at all. “We have no food,” the people told Pharaoh. “And we are hungry.”
Pharaoh told the people to go to Joseph. Then Joseph opened the buildings and sold the food to the
people. God helped Joseph make sure all the people had the food they needed.

Talk About the Story
What did Joseph help the people in Egypt save? (Food.) Joseph helped the people in Egypt
save food so that they could share it with others when they were hungry. God helps us to
share with others, too. When is a time it might be hard to share? God will help you to share!

Sing to God
Let’s sing a song about something God helps us to do. Lead children in singing “God with You”
(on DVD or track 12 on CD). This song tells us that God helps us to be strong. God helps us
share with others. What is something you can share with someone in your family today?

Hear and Say God’s Word
Holding your Bible open to Romans 12:13, say
verse aloud. I saw Trevor share blocks with
Danielle today. Trevor knows how to share!
God will help us to share with others. Lead
children in repeating the verse two or three
times. Then add the word “at” and a time of day.
Share with God’s people who are in need at
lunchtime. Children echo the phrase after you.
Repeat several times, using different times of
the day or add “on” and a day of the week.

Pray to God
Let’s thank God for helping us share with others. Pray the following prayer: Thank You, God,
for the good things that we can share with others. Thank You for helping us share. 

Praise to God
I’m so glad God helps us share with others! Let’s play a game that reminds us to show God’s
love to our friends by sharing. Give item wrapped in foil to child. As children pass item, play “God
Helps Me Do Good Things” (track 3 on CD). Whenever you stop music, child holding item guesses
what it is. After several guesses have been made, invite a volunteer to unwrap it. Volunteers tell how
they could share the item with a friend or names a friend they could share the item with. Repeat ac-
tivity with each item.
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Talk to Learn
Bible Story Activity Pages Center
Collect
A copy of Activity 16 from The Big Book of Bible Story Ac-
tivity Pages #2 for yourself and each child, crayons or
markers; optional—oatmeal, glue.

Do
Lead children to complete pages following the instruc-
tions. (Optional: Children glue oatmeal to inside of
barn.) Use the conversation suggestions as children
complete their pages and retell the story. 

Preschool Puzzle Center
Collect
Copies of Bible Story Puzzle 42, Bible Verse
Puzzle 42 and/or Challenge Puzzle 42 from 
The Big Book of Preschool Puzzles #2 for each
child; pencils, crayons or markers.

Do
Children complete the puzzles and color pages. 
Use the conversation suggestions on the pages.

Read-Aloud Story Center
Collect
A copy of Story Picture 42 from The Big Book of Read-
Aloud Stories #2 for yourself and each child, crayons
or markers.

Do
Read the story and distribute pictures. Use the 
conversation suggestions as children complete 
their pages.
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Name ____________________________________

fold

“Share with God’s people
who are in need.”

Romans 12:13

• Teacher prefolds page.
• Child colors page.
• Child folds page to retell the Bible story.

• What did God help Joseph share with others?• What can you share?
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Bible Story Activity Page 16

“Share with God’s people whoare in need.” Romans 12:13Draw a circle around each toy Adam and Sara shared. Color the picture.
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