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Journey to the Cross
Lenten Vespers



Lent is a season of preparation for the great Paschal feast of Easter. Beginning on Ash 
Wednesday, the season of Lent lasts forty days (excluding Sundays, which are always feasts of our 
Lord’s resurrection), recalling the forty days Jesus spent fasting in the desert. During this season 

we are invited to observe a holy Lent, by self-examination and repentance, as we commit to 
prayer, fasting, self-denial, and reading and meditating on God's holy Word.
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Journey to the Cross: Lenten Vespers
the fifth sunday in lent

March 21, 2021

The people’s responses are in bold.

opening hymn
For God So Loved the World Lanny Wolfe (b. 1942), 
 arr. Evelyn Simpson Curenton (b. 1953)

Sung by all, twice.

the call to worship
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 
O my God, in you I trust.
You are the God of my salvation; 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
In you I hope all the day long. 
O my God, in you I trust.
Remember, Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
O my God, in you I trust.
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confession of sin
Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us with confidence 
draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
(Hebrews 4:14, 16)

Merciful God, 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; that we 
may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

The officiant offers absolution and the people respond, Amen.

anthem
Weight of Your Glory Israel Houghton (b. 1971) and Raymond Boyd
The weight of your glory 
Is bringing me to my knees. 
In the holy of holies,  
This moment of intimacy.
See into me, 
Help me to change, 
Let me be clean, 
With trembling lips and hands, 
I can barely stand, 
Because of the weight of your glory. 
The weight of your glory.
Because of the weight of your glory, 
All I can say is, “Holy.” 
Holding your grace and mercy, 
I bow down.

psalm 51:1-13 chant: Daryl L. A. Hunt (b. 1970) 
 and Marshall Keys (b. 1955)

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; 
 in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
Wash me through and through from my wickedness 
 and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my transgressions, 
 and my sin is ever before me. 
Against you only have I sinned 
 and done what is evil in your sight. 
And so you are justified when you speak 
 and upright in your judgment. 
Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, 
 a sinner from my mother's womb. 
For behold, you look for truth deep within me, 
 and will make me understand wisdom secretly 

Sung by the cantor.

Sung by the cantor.
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Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; 
 wash me, and I shall be clean indeed. 
Make me hear of joy and gladness, 
 that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
Hide your face from my sins 
 and blot out all my iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
 and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence 
 and take not your holy Spirit from me. 
Give me the joy of your saving help again 
 and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
 world without end. Amen.

the lesson John 15:13-17
Jesus said to his disciples, “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends 
if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from 
my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so 
that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love 
one another.”
Here ends the lesson.

anthem
I Won’t Be Troubled Richard Smallwood (b. 1948)
Soon these trials will be over, 
And I won’t cry no more. 
And I won’t cry no more, 
Down here. 
Oh, no.
God will wipe away all my tears, 
And I’ll be free at last. 
All my sorrows 
Will be past,  
Down here. 
No more weeping, 
No more wailing, 
And troubles will be over down here.  
God will wipe away all my tears,  
And I won’t be troubled no more.
All our sorrows will be left behind. 
Only joy and love will be mine. 
I won’t be troubled no more 
Down here.

Sung by the cantor.
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the lord’s prayer
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

the collect for the fifth sunday in lent
Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant your people grace to 
love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, our 
hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

a prayer for lent
God of compassion, 
through your Son Jesus Christ 
you have reconciled your people to yourself. 
As we follow his example of prayer and fasting, 
may we obey you with willing hearts 
and serve one another in holy love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

the solemn prayer over the people

The officiant prays over the people, and the people respond, Amen.

the dismissal
Go in peace to love as the Lord commands.
Thanks be to God.

postlude  
We Fall Down Donnie McClurkin (b. 1959)
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permissions Call to worship and confession taken from Common Worship: Times & Seasons, Copyright 2006, The 
Archbishops’ Council. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Penitential  sentences, psalm, Lord’s Prayer, and collect 
taken from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain. Gospel text taken from the New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, Copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. Prayer for Lent taken from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church 
of England, Copyright 2000, The Archbishops’ Council. All rights reserved. Used by permission. For God So Loved the 
World. Text: Lanny Wolfe, Copyright 1982, Lanny Wolfe Music. Reprinted under CCLI License #3058209. Music: L. 
Wolfe, arr. Evelyn Simpson Curenton, Copyright 1982, Lanny Wolfe Music. Reprinted under CCLI License #3058209. 
Weight of Your Glory. Israel Houghton and Raymond Boyd, Copyright 2002, Integrity’s Praise! Music (admin. by Capitol 
CMG Publishing [Integrity Music, David C. Cook]), Sound of the New Breed (admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing 
[Integrity Music, David C. Cook]), and Vida del Sol (admin. by CopyrightSolver). Reprinted under CCLI License 
#3058209. I Won’t Be Troubled. Richard Smallwood, Copyright 1992, Century Oak Publishing Group and Richwood 
Music (both admin. by Conexion Media Group, Inc.). Reprinted under CCLI #3058209.

participants

officiants

The Reverend Canon Rosemarie Logan Duncan 
Canon for Worship

The Reverend Canon Leonard L. Hamlin, Sr. 
Canon Missioner and Minister of Equity and Inclusion

musicians

Daryl L. A. Hunt 
Associate Director of Music for Contemporary Worship

Imani-Grace Cooper, singer

Marshall Keys, saxophone
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Lent & Easter 2021
March 28 • Palm Sunday: The Sunday of the Passion

Holy Eucharist with the Liturgy of the Palms • 11:15 am et

François Couperin’s Leçons de ténèbres • 6:00 pm et

April 1 • Maundy Thursday
Holy Eucharist with the Stripping of the Altar • 7:00 pm et

April 2 • Good Friday
Rite of Reconciliation (Confession) • 10:00-11:30 am and 1:00–2:30 pm et

Solemn Liturgy of Good Friday • 12:00 pm et

April 4 • The Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter Day
Festival Holy Eucharist • 11:15 am et

Easter Organ Recital • 2:00 pm et

for information on lent and easter
cathedral.org/easter
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for information on lent and easter
cathedral.org/easter

Thank you for worshiping with Washington National Cathedral, your National Cathedral.

The work of the Cathedral in service to the city, the nation, and the world is made possible entirely through private 
support. The gifts of people from across the country and the world are behind every worship service, concert, public 
program, and the daily work of maintaining this historic landmark. It is only through your generosity that the Cathedral 
can fully live into its priorities of welcoming, deepening, convening, and serving.

All are invited to make a gift to support the Cathedral’s ministry of sharing God’s love this Christmas at 
give2wnc.org/2020christmas or by texting the dollar amount you wish to give to 202-856-9005.

Thank you in advance for your generosity. Please know that your participation with us today has been a blessing.


