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First… us

• California Transit Association

• Mobility 21

• Move L.A.







What are the State funding challenges?

• Instability plagues State Budget

– Huge General Fund deficits persist

– Transit funding targeted for GF relief

• Last three State budgets diverted State transit 
funds to the General Fund

– $1.978 billion in State Transit Assistance Program funds

– $1.370 billion in transit capital project funding

 COMPLETE ELIMINATION OF THE STATE TRANSIT 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM in 2009-10

 COMPLETE ELIMINATION OF THE UNDERLYING PTA 
REVENUES PROPOSED IN 2010-11





THE LOCAL PUBLIC TRANSIT SERVICES PROTECTION ACT.  
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.  

This act prohibits State government from borrowing or taking 
existing state sales and gasoline sales taxes intended for public 
transit purposes to fund unrelated programs;

safeguards transit funds for such uses as buses, shuttles, light rail, 
and regional commuter rail, without creating new taxes;  

allows the state to borrow transit funds only in a declared major 
natural disaster and;

requires independent audits.

Fiscal Impact: Increase of hundreds of millions of dollars in funding for state 
and local transit projects and services.  Possible decreased resources to 
the state of similar amounts for non-transit projects and services.

Public Transit

Ballot Measure Language
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9. If the election were today, do you think you would vote yes in favor, or no to oppose this ballot measure? 

Initial Public Transit Measure Vote

4. If the election were today, would you vote yes or no on this measure? 



THE LOCAL TRANSPORTATION SERVICES PROTECTION ACT. INITIATIVE 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

This act prohibits State government from borrowing or taking existing state 
sales and gasoline sales taxes intended for transportation purposes to fund 
unrelated programs;

safeguards transportation funds for such uses as public transit, local roads, 
freeways and highways, without creating new taxes;  

allows the state to borrow transportation funds only in a declared major 
natural disaster and;

requires independent audits.

Fiscal Impact:  Increase of hundreds of millions of dollars in funding for state and 
local transportation projects and services.  Possible decreased resources to the 
state of similar amounts for non-transportation projects and services.

Transportation 

Ballot Measure Language
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9. If the election were today, do you think you would vote yes in favor, or no to oppose this ballot measure? 

Initial Transportation Measure Vote

5. If the election were today, would you vote yes or no on this measure? 
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4/5. If the election were today, would you vote yes or no on this measure? 

Total 
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50%
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Public Transit Measure Transportation Measure

Initial Public Transit and 
Transportation Measure Vote
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4/5. If the election were today, would you vote yes or no on this measure? 

Vote on Public Transit Measure vs. Local 
Transportation Measure by Age Group

Local Public Transit Measure Local Transportation Measure

Age Group Total Yes Total No Total Yes Total No

18-49 57% 33% 55% 37%

50+ 47% 45% 57% 34%



Agree/Disagree with Transit/Transportation
Statements
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6. I'm going to read you a list of statements.  I'd like you to tell me whether you generally agree or disagree. Split Sample

(Ranked by Strongly/Somewhat Agree)

72% 23%

58% 32%

It is more important to protect existing 
funding for education than it is to protect 

existing funding for public transit, local 
roads, freeways and highways

It is more important to protect existing 
funding for city and county services than it is 
to protect existing funding for public transit, 

local roads, freeways and highways

My community does not get its fair share of 
money for transportation projects and 

services from the state

My community does not get its fair share of 
money for transit projects and services from 

the state

44% 42%

41% 43%



13.  I am going to read you a pair of statements.  After I read both statements, please tell me which one comes closest to your way of thinking. 

OR

Top Transportation Priority in 
the Next Five to Ten Years

8. In the thinking about five to ten years from now, which of the following do you personally believe should be California’s top transportation funding priority?  Is it  local and
regional public transit improvements involving buses, shuttles, light rail, and regional commuter rail; OR  local road, freeway and highway improvements including pothole and 
road repair and upgrades?
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Priority of Specific 
Transportation-related Projects
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9. I am going to read you a list of projects that might be funded by the ballot measure I have been describing. Regardless of your opinion of the measure, please tell me 
whether you think it should be an extremely high priority, very high priority, moderately high priority, or a low priority for spending from this initiative. Split Sample

(Ranked by Extremely/Very High Priority)

Keeping transit fares low for seniors, the disabled and students

Repairing potholes and roads

Repairing and upgrading local roads

Funding local transit projects that reduce our dependency on 
foreign oil

Replacing diesel buses with cleaner burning alternative-fueled 
buses

Improving local transportation services for seniors and the 
disabled

Expanding light rail and regional commuter rail services, such as 
BART, the Capital Corridor, Metrolink, Cal-train, the Coaster, ACE 

or intercity services like Amtrak
Funding local transit projects that reduce carbon emissions to 

fight climate change 
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48%

48%

47%

45%

41%

35%

33%

33%

30%

28%

28%

28%

35%

33%

38%

34%

32%

29%

33%

24%

22%

24%

27%

25%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Ext./Very High Prior. Mod. Prior. Low Prior./DK/NA

9. I am going to read you a list of projects that might be funded by the ballot measure I have been describing. Regardless of your opinion of the measure, please tell me 
whether you think it should be an extremely high priority, very high priority, moderately high priority, or a low priority for spending from this initiative. Split Sample

Expanding local and express bus service so it goes to more 
places

Expanding light rail and regional commuter rail services

Synchronizing traffic signals

Asked in LA County Only: N=230 Funding such projects as the light rail to 
LAX, the Gold Line Foothill Extension and expanding Metrolink 

service

Expanding local shuttle service so it goes to more places
Asked of Bay Area Only: N=230 Funding such projects as the construction 

of the San Francisco Transbay Terminal; connecting bay area 
bus systems and the high speed train and the building of San 

Francisco Muni Central Subway; linking San Francisco’s 
southeastern neighborhoods with downtown and Chinatown.

Safeguarding funds for buses

Adding more freeway and highway lanes



1711. I am going to read you more details about the measure I just described. This ballot measure is still being written and has not yet been finalized.  Let me read to you some of the provisions 

that may be included in this ballot measure. Please tell me whether you support or oppose that specific aspect of this ballot measure.  Spilt Samples
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A majority of voters support prohibiting the State 
“borrowing/taking” dedicated transit  funds.

Prohibiting the state from borrowing/taking gas tax funds dedicated to public 
transportation services, like bus, shuttles, light-rail, regional commuter rail, and 

other public transportation services
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Measure R Vote

5. If the election were held today on this measure, instead of this past November, do you think you would vote yes in favor or no to oppose it?

Actual Vote Nov 4th, 2008Survey Vote
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Years of state raids and borrowing are 
jeopardizing vital local services: 
 Police and sheriff patrols
 9-1-1 emergency dispatch 
 Paramedic response
 Fire protection
 Senior services
 Youth anti-gang and after school programs
 Neighborhood parks and libraries
 Public transportation, like buses and commuter rail
 Local road safety repairs

The Problem:



The Solution:
Proposition 22

Local Taxpayer, Public Safety and Transportation 
Protection Act of 2010

November 2010 Statewide Ballot



Protecting Local Taxpayers and 
Vital Services 

 Local property tax revenues 
 Highway users tax funds (HUTA)
 Public transit funding 
 Redevelopment funds
 Locally levied taxes (such as Parcel,

Sales, UUT, TOT)

Prop. 22 would stop the state from taking, borrowing or shifting:

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.backblaze.com/pics/vault-bank-backup-safe.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.backblaze.com/online-backup-images.html&usg=__wt6TvbmqBUkNt15mr-113E5bPGs=&h=600&w=600&sz=36&hl=en&start=41&sig2=7_5jxLTb5qFdQ9Kk-TEKsA&um=1&tbnid=MruRaHH9M3fgWM:&tbnh=135&tbnw=135&prev=/images?q=bank+vault+and+image&ndsp=20&hl=en&rls=p,com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7GZAZ_en&sa=N&start=40&um=1&ei=AtkrS8X5EIHstAP2meGIBA


Protecting Local Taxpayers and 
Vital Services 

 Prohibit borrowing or taking funds from the Public 
Transportation Account for non-transit purposes
 Define “public transportation”
 Preserve historic PTA expenditure formula
 50% to State Transit Assistance program; 50% to 
other expenditures, including I-rail & transit capital

 Prohibit borrowing or taking of local Transportation 
Development Act and local-option taxes

For public transportation, Prop. 22 would specifically:







First… us

• California Transit 
Association

• Mobility 21

• Move L.A.

• AB 2321 (Feuer) --> 
Measure R

• AB 1446 (Feuer) --> 
Measure J



Expanding the coalition







Expanding the conversation



























Framing the agenda





















Forgetting the capital



Your city

Your county

Your State / Federal capitals

Your region





Feeling good about what you do















LA Back 
On Track -
YouTube

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ozF0OVXMWY&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ozF0OVXMWY&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ozF0OVXMWY&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ozF0OVXMWY&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ozF0OVXMWY&feature=youtu.be






Wanting more? Please help!







Josh@CalTransit.org
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California Transit Funding

Transportation
Development Act

[0.25% sales tax on all goods – gas]

State Highway 
Account

[state & federal 
gas tax funds]

Public 
Transportation 

Account
[sales tax on 
diesel fuel]

State Transit Assistance Program:
Direct operations and/or capital 
grants to local transit agencies

($420 million ‘12-13FY)

------------------------

State Transportation
Improvement Program (STIP):

No programming capacity for new 
transit capital projects ($0 ‘12-13 FY)

State Transportation
Improvement Program (STIP):
 Mass Transit Guideways

[Rail capital projects only from state gas 
tax funds, as restricted by Article XIX of 

California Constitution]

 Rolling Stock/ Other 
[Transit capital projects only from

flexible federal funds]

(Potential $3 billion in 5-year 
STIP capacity)

Local Transportation Fund:
Direct operations and/or 

capital grants to local transit 
agencies

[can go to streets & roads in rural 
counties with no unmet transit needs]

($1.3 billion ‘12-13FY)


