
INFOGRAPHICS: 
VISUAL STORIES





WHAT ARE INFOGRAPHICS?

They blend text and images to 
convey information visually —
illustrating facts with charts, 
maps or diagrams.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zvmDi82xEMc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zvmDi82xEMc


WHY INFOGRAPHICS

• They tell complete stories.

•60-80% of the human brain 
is dedicated to forms of 
visual processing.

•Attention spans have shrunk.

• Infographic on “Why to use
Infographics”

http://t2i2.weebly.com/visual-presentations-updated.html




CONTEXTUALIZING DATA

2,267,233,742
A number by itself has no context …



A NUMBER COMPARED TO OTHERS...

2,267,233,742 
global internet users

7,009,000,000
total people on earth

wwww.internetworldstats.com
U.S. Census Bureau, July 2012



WHEN SHOULD YOU USE INFOGRAPHICS?

Use them where complex 
information needs to be 

explained quickly & clearly, such 
as in signs, maps, journalism, and 

technical writing.



WHAT WILL YOU REMEMBER?
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INFOGRAPHIC TYPES

• Statistical (Basic)

• Informational

• Timeline

•Visual Article

•Process

•Map (Geographic)

•Comparison (Versus)

•Hierarchical

•How to

•Photographic

•Data Visualization

•Resume



Should be used when you want to 
put the focus on your data.

Used to tell a compelling story or 
topic using the numbers and data. 

• Charts
• Graphs
• Illustrations

Statistical Infographic 



Girl Scout Cookies







Statistical Infographic 



Informational Infographic
Used primarily to convey text-based 
information in easy to understand 
points.

• An established hierarchy, using 
icons or bullet points.

• Header points that introduce steps 
or parts of a topic.

• Concise body text that explains 
each header point.

• Goal is to inform.







Informational Infographic



Timeline Infographic
Tells a story through a chronological flow.  
Maps a story or process through time, using 
a connecting line with different points 
branching out.

Best used to
• Show change over time
• Make a long complicated story easier to 

understand
• Show how one thing leads to another







Timeline Infographic



Visual Article

Makes a piece of writing more 
visual. 

Best used to:

• Cut down on text

• Make a plain article more 
interesting

• Increase sharing potential





Process Infographic 
Similar to Timeline, however, Process 
infographics specifically break down 
processes into a series of easy to 
follow steps.

• Use icons to anchor each point or 
step.

• Clearly label each step using 
headers.

• Break down body text for each step 
into bullets.





Process Infographic 



Map Infographic

Showcases data trends based on 
location.  Also called Geographic 
Infographic.

Best used to:
• Compare places and culture 

via setting-centric data







Geographic Infographic



Comparison (Versus) Infographic

Compare and contrast two different “things” 
or “types” of information.

Best used to:

• Highlight differences between two 
similar things

• Highlight similarities between two 
unlike things

• Prove one option is superior/inferior to 
the other





Comparison Infographic



Hierarchical Infographic

• This infographic serves a very specific 
purpose and is used to show how 
information is organized into 
different levels and how each level is 
connected to another.

• The most common are pyramid 
charts or organizational flow charts.





How-to Infographic

• These types of infographics show 
the steps involved in creating 
something. 

• Best suited for visualizing how-to 
articles and the description of 
any procedure with several 
instructions to follow.







Photo-graphic Infographic
•Combination of images and 

graphic elements such as simple 
line charts, icons or text.

• This type is aesthetically 
pleasing and catches the eye 
because of the way it creatively 
combines different visual 
formats.







Data Visualization

• Extremely easy to use graphs 
and charts that can make 
your data shine. 

• Sometimes in a presentation 
or article you just need to 
keep it simple and with this 
type of infographic you can. 





Resume Infographic
•Marketing document 

designed to engage the 
hiring manager to get an 
interview.

•Generally should be used as 
a supplementary document 
to accompany your standard 
resume. 





INFOGRAPHIC TOOLS

https://piktochart.com/
https://venngage.com/
https://www.easel.ly/
https://www.visme.co/
https://infogr.am/
https://www.canva.com/


2 CHALLENGES DESIGNING A SUCCESSFUL 
INFOGRAPHIC:

1. To clearly understand what type of data your graphic is 
trying to communicate – whether spatial, chronological, 
quantitative or, as is usually the case, a combination of all 
three.

2. To have your concept or sketch of how the representation 
for that information will appear as a cohesive whole – a 
whole that is more than the sum of its constituent parts 
such as charts, diagrams, maps, timelines, etc. 



INFOGRAPHIC SCENARIOS 

You are asked to show the relationship 
between junior colleges and four year 
universities. Your editor wants you to explain 
the similarities and differences.



INFOGRAPHIC SCENARIOS 

The journalism spread in the yearbook has 
a story about the process of creating the 
newspaper. How would you visualize this 
story?



INFOGRAPHIC SCENARIOS

Over the last ten semesters, the number of 
seniors on the the honor roll has fluctuated 
widely. The editor has assigned the story to 
you. What is the best way to report the 
data?



INFOGRAPHIC SCENARIOS

A new math teacher was just hired at the 
school. You are assigned to cover the press 
conference introducing her. What is the 
best way to present this information?



ACTIVITY 1

With a partner, create visual representations of the following things:

• Flood alert

• How to tie shoelaces

• Lunar eclipse 

• How to greet someone



ACTIVITY 2
Design a representational map of your high school. 
Design and label it with a prospective student in mind.

www.fastcodesign.com

http://www.fastcodesign.com/1670348/infographic-a-street-map-of-famous-places-in-the-movies
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