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PREAMBLE
1.1   Introduction

The Heritage Studies syllabus covers four years of 
secondary education (Forms 1 – 4). The syllabus covers 
the national history of the people of Zimbabwe, liberation 
struggle, natural resources, cultural norms and values, 
beliefs, historical sites, indigenous crafts and food 
heritage. 

The focus of the syllabus is on facilitating the learner to 
become a responsible citizen of Zimbabwe, who is patri-
otic, competent, self-reliant and has a sense of national 
pride. The syllabus also aims at upholding the spirit of 
Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu/Vumunhu (societal norms and 
values). It is envisaged that the syllabus will produce a 
creative learner who has the knowledge to explore and 
exploit the available resources for survival. The syllabus 
utilises Information and Communication Technologies 
(ICTs) to enhance the teaching and learning of Heritage 
Studies. 

1.2   Rationale

The Heritage Studies syllabus seeks to develop individu-
als who have a collective responsibility for protecting and 
investing in their cultural, natural and liberation heritage 
and wealth creation for posterity. It develops a spirit of 
national consciousness and moulds the human character 
which is the foundation of Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu 
(societal norms and values).

The syllabus seeks to uphold our national unity, sover-
eignty and governance by embracing the Zimbabwean 
Constitution, national symbols and events which foster 
patriotism, national identity and a sense of pride and 
ownership of factors of production such as natural 
resources such as land. 

1.3    Summary of Content 

The thrust of the Heritage Studies syllabus is preserving 
and sustaining main: 

•	 national	history	and	the	gains	of	the	liberation	
struggle

•	 the	natural	environment	
•	 Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu	(cultural	norms,	values	

and beliefs) 
•	 historical	sites	
•	 indigenous	crafts	
•	 indigenous	food	heritage
•	 national	symbols	such	as	the	Zimbabwe	flag	

•	 the	National	Schools	Pledge	and	national	anthem
•	 It	also	instils	innovative,	problem	solving,	critical	

thinking, leadership, communication, enterprise 
and technological skills.

1.4   Methodology

I In teaching Heritage Studies learner- centred participa-
tory methodologies should be used. These include:

•	 Case	studies
•	 Discovery
•	 Research
•	 Discussion
•	 Debate
•	 Drama
•	 Educational	tours
•	 Role	play
•	 Project
•	 Group	work
•	 Demonstration
•	 Resource	person
•	 Songs	and	poems
•	 Folklore
•	 Quiz	

1.4.1   Time Allocation

The	subject	should	be	allocated	at	least	four	periods	of	
35- 40 minutes duration per week.
 
1.5 Assumptions

It is assumed that leaners: 
•	 have	a	background	knowledge	of	national	celebra-

tions	such	as	Independence	Day	and	Heroes	Day:
•	 know	the	significance	of	the	national	flag	and	sym-

bols 
•	 have	visited	national	shrines	and	monuments
•	 are	aware	of	our	cultural	norms	and	values
•	 are	aware	of	indigenous	crafts	and	artefacts
•	 engage	in	project	work,	cooperative	work	and	

self-reliant activities

1.6     Cross - cutting themes
•	 heritage	studies
•	 Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu	(societal	norms	and	val-

ues)
•	 gender	roles
•	 children’s	rights	and	responsibilities
•	 human	rights
•	 child	protection
•	 environmental	issues
•	 disaster	and	risk	management
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•	 rites	of	passage	for	boys	and	girls	(sexuality)
•	 enterprise	skills
•	 financial	literacy
•	 chronic	and	infectious	diseases	such	as	diabetes,	

Ebola,	hypertension	and	HIV/AIDS

2.0    PRESENTATION OF THE 
SYLLABUS

The Form 1 – 4 Heritage Syllabus is presented as a 
single document. All forms have the same topics that are 
developmental in nature.

3.0    AIMS
The syllabus aims to:

3.1 inculcate and sustain Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu 
(societal norms and values) through interaction 
with the family, community and society at large

3.2 understand and appreciate Zimbabwe’s pre-co-
lonial, colonial and post- colonial history

3.3 develop an appreciation of the importance of 
Chimurenga/Umvukela/liberation war heroes 
and heroines, national heritage, symbols, iden-
tity and events

3.4 foster in learners a spirit of patriotism through 
involvement in national celebrations and 
events

3.5 uphold Zimbabwe’s constitutional rights such 
as respect for self, others, the vulnerable and 
disadvantaged and property 

3.6 prepare learners to face rapid changes in their 
socio-economic environment without losing 
their identity and integrity

3.7 develop attitudes and skills consistent with 
sustainable environmental management and 
global challenges 

3.8 prepare learners for life and work with respect 
to life skills such as team work and enterprise 
skills

4.0   OBJECTIVES
By the end of the four year secondary Heritage Studies 
course, learners should be able to:

4.1	 explain	key	events	and	the	significance	
of		the	Anglo-Ndebele	war,	first	and	second	

Chimurenga/Umvukela/liberation struggle 
4.2	 describe	the	significance	of	national	symbols,	

events and heritage sites
4.3 identify  norms and values appropriate for 

responsible behaviour
4.4 describe the operations of various government 

structures and systems
4.5 demonstrate skills and knowledge gained to 

improve the quality of life of individuals, 
            families and communities
4.6 explain concepts and issues relating to 
            heritage studies, gender, human rights and 

responsibilities 
4.7 examine various ways of managing the 
            national environment for sustainable develop-

ment
4.8 explain the production and marketing of goods 

and services
4.9 state the fundamental rights and freedoms 

enshrined in the Zimbabwean Constitution

5.0     SYLLABUS TOPICS
5.1  Socialisation 
5.2 Identity
5.3 Cultural Heritage: Norms and Values
5.4	 National	History:	Sovereignty	and		Governance
5.5 National Heritage
5.6 Constitution of Zimbabwe
5.7 Rights and Responsibilities
5.8	 Production,	Distribution	of	Goods	and	Services
5.9	 Global		Issues
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8.0 ASSESSMENT
Heritage Studies will be assessed using continuous and summative assessment.

8.1 ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

By the end of the four year secondary Heritage Studies course, learners should be able to:

•	 explain	key	events	and	the	significance	of	wars	of	resistance	such	as	the	First	and	Second	Chimurenga/Um-
vukela/liberation struggle

•	 describe	the	significance	of	national	symbols,	events	and	heritage	sites
•	 discuss	norms	and	values	appropriate	for	responsible	behaviour
•	 describe	the	operations	of	various	government	structures	and	systems
•	 apply	skills	and	knowledge	gained	to	improve	the	quality	of	life	of	individuals,	families	and	communities
•	 explain	concepts	and	issues	that	relate	to	heritage	studies,	gender,	human	rights	
•	 examine	various	ways	of	managing	the	national	environment	for	sustainable	development
•	 explain	the	production	and	marketing	of	goods	and	services
•	 state	the	fundamental	rights	and	freedoms	contained	in	the	Zimbabwean	Constitution

8.2 SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT

The syllabus scheme of assessment is grounded on the principle of inclusivity. Arrangements, accommodations and 
modifications	must	be	visible	in	both	continuous	and	summative	assessment	to	enable	candidates	with	special	needs	
to also access assessments.
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8.0 ASSESSMENT 
 
Heritage Studies will be assessed using continuous and summative assessment. 
 
8.1 ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES 
 
By the end of the four year secondary Heritage Studies course, learners should be able to: 
 

 
 explain key events and the significance of wars of resistance such as the First and Second Chimurenga/Umvukela/liberation struggle 
 describe the significance of national symbols, events and heritage sites 
 discuss norms and values appropriate for responsible behaviour 
 describe the operations of various government structures and systems 
 apply skills and knowledge gained to improve the quality of life of individuals, families and communities 
 explain concepts and issues that relate to heritage studies, gender, human rights  
 examine various ways of managing the national environment for sustainable development 
 explain the production and marketing of goods and services 
 state the fundamental rights and freedoms contained in the Zimbabwean Constitution 
 
8.2 SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT 
 
The syllabus scheme of assessment is grounded on the principle of inclusivity. Arrangements, accommodations and modifications must be visible in both 
continuous and summative assessment to enable candidates with special needs to also access assessments. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.3 SPECIFICATION GRID 
 

Form of assessment Weighting  
Continuous  30% 
Summative  70% 
Total 100% 

 

8.3 SPECIFICATION GRID
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Continuous assessment 
Level  Assessment task Frequency  Weighting  
Form 1 Theory test 

Research	Assignment/Project 
 

1 per term 
1 per year 

5 

Form 2 Theory test 
Research	Assignment/Project 
 

1 per term 
1 per year 
 

5 

Form 3 Theory test 
Research	Assignment/Project 
 

1 per term 
1 per year 
 

10 

Form 4 Research	Assignment/Project	 
 
Theory Test 

Continued from Form 3 
 
1 per term 

10 

Total    30 
 
NOTE: All assessment tasks are marked out of 100. Assessment of soft skills will be done as learners respond to continuous assessment tasks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summative Assessment 
 

Paper  Paper Type Duration  Marks  Weighting  
1 Multiple choice 1hour 15 mins 40 20% 
2 Structured  2hours 100 80% 
Total     100% 

 
Paper description  
Paper 1 consists of 40 questions and candidates answer all questions. It has a total of 40 marks. 
Paper 2 consists of 2 sections, section A and B. Section A consists of 6 short answer questions. Candidates answer all questions. Section B consists of 5 
essay questions and candidates answer any 2 questions. 
 
 

NOTE:	All	assessment	tasks	are	marked	out	of	100.	Assessment	of	soft	skills	will	be	done	as	learners	respond	to	
continuous assessment tasks.
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Continuous assessment 
Level  Assessment task Frequency  Weighting  
Form 1 Theory test 

Research	Assignment/Project 
 

1 per term 
1 per year 

5 

Form 2 Theory test 
Research	Assignment/Project 
 

1 per term 
1 per year 
 

5 

Form 3 Theory test 
Research	Assignment/Project 
 

1 per term 
1 per year 
 

10 

Form 4 Research	Assignment/Project	 
 
Theory Test 

Continued from Form 3 
 
1 per term 

10 

Total    30 
 
NOTE: All assessment tasks are marked out of 100. Assessment of soft skills will be done as learners respond to continuous assessment tasks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summative Assessment 
 

Paper  Paper Type Duration  Marks  Weighting  
1 Multiple choice 1hour 15 mins 40 20% 
2 Structured  2hours 100 80% 
Total     100% 

 
Paper description  
Paper 1 consists of 40 questions and candidates answer all questions. It has a total of 40 marks. 
Paper 2 consists of 2 sections, section A and B. Section A consists of 6 short answer questions. Candidates answer all questions. Section B consists of 5 
essay questions and candidates answer any 2 questions. 
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Content distribution 
Paper 1 Paper 2 
Socialisation  
Identity 
Cultural Heritage: Norms and Values 
National	History:	Sovereignty	and		Governance 
National Heritage 
Constitution of Zimbabwe 
Rights and Responsibilities 
Production,	Distribution	of	Goods	and	Services 
Global		Issues 
 

Socialisation  
Identity 
Cultural Heritage: Norms and Values 
National	History:	Sovereignty	and		Governance 
National Heritage 
Constitution of Zimbabwe 
Rights and Responsibilities 
Production,	Distribution	of	Goods	and	Services 
Global		Issues 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Skills distribution  
 

Skill  Paper 1 Paper 2 
Knowledge and understanding 60% 40% 
Application  20% 30% 
Problem solving 20% 30% 
Total  100% 100% 
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ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS 
 

 Abbreviations and 
Acronyms 

Meaning 

AU African Union 
COMESA Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa 
GMB Grain	Marketing	Board 
ICT Information and Communication Technology 
NAM Non Aligned Movement 
NOCZIM National	Oil	Company	of	Zimbabwe 
UNESCO United	Nations	Education	Scientific	and	Cultural	Organisation 
UNICEF United Nations International Children’s Educational Fund 
UN United Nations 
SADC Southern	African	Development	Community 
SME Small to Medium Enterprise 
HIV Human Immuno-deficiency Virus 
AIDS Acquired	Immune	Deficiency	Syndrome 
ZETDC Zimbabwe Electricity Transmission	Distribution	Company 
ZIM-ASSET Zimbabwe Agenda For Sustainable Socio-Economic Transformation 

 






