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Qualification at a glance 

Content and assessment overview 
The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Russian consists of four externally 
examined papers based on the following skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

Students must complete their speaking assessment in April/May and all other assessments in 
May/June in any single year. 

Each paper is available at Foundation tier or Higher tier. Students must be entered for a 
single tier across all papers. 

The use of dictionaries is not permitted. For Paper 2 this includes during the 
preparation time. 

 

Paper 1: Listening and understanding in Russian (*Paper code: 1RU0/1F and 1H) 

Written examination 

Foundation tier: 35 minutes, including 5 minutes’ reading time; 50 marks 

Higher tier: 45 minutes, including 5 minutes’ reading time; 50 marks 

25% of the total qualification 

Content overview 

This paper draws on vocabulary and structures across all the themes and topics. 

Assessment overview 

Students are assessed on their understanding of standard spoken Russian by one or more 
speakers in a range of public and social settings. Students will respond to multiple-response 
and short-answer open-response questions based on a recording featuring male and female 
Russian speakers. 

Students must answer all questions in both sections. 

There is no requirement for students to produce written responses in Russian. 

Foundation tier 

 Section A is set in English. The instructions to students are in English. 
 Section B is set in Russian. The instructions to students are in Russian. 

Higher tier 

 Section A is set in Russian. The instructions to students are in Russian. 
 Section B is set in English. The instructions to students are in English. 

The listening audio files are available on our website. 
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Paper 2: Speaking in Russian (*Paper code: 1RU0/2F and 2H) 

Internally conducted and externally assessed 

Foundation tier: 7–9 minutes plus 12 minutes’ preparation time; 70 marks 

Higher tier: 10–12 minutes plus 12 minutes’ preparation time; 70 marks 

25% of the total qualification 

Content overview 

This paper draws on vocabulary and structures across all the themes and topics. 

Assessment overview 

Students are assessed on their ability to communicate and interact effectively through 
speaking in Russian for different purposes and in different settings. 

There are three tasks which must be conducted in the following order: 

Task 1 – a role play based on one topic that is allocated by Pearson 

Task 2 – questions based on a picture stimulus based on one topic that is allocated by Pearson 

Task 3 – conversation based on two themes. The first theme is based on the topic chosen by 
the student in advance of the assessment. The second theme is allocated by Pearson. 

The assessments are conducted by teachers in one session within a prescribed assessment 
window, the recordings are then submitted to Pearson for external marking. 

 

Paper 3: Reading and understanding in Russian (*Paper code: 1RU0/3F and 3H) 

Written examination 

Foundation tier: 50 minutes; 50 marks. Higher tier: 1 hour 5 minutes; 50 marks 

25% of the total qualification 

Content overview 

This paper draws on vocabulary and structures across all the themes and topics. 

Assessment overview 

Students are assessed on their understanding of written Russian across a range of different 
types of texts, including advertisements, emails, letters, articles and literary texts. Students 
are required to respond to multiple-response and short-answer questions based on these texts. 

Students must answer all questions in each of the three sections: 

Section A is set in English. The instructions to students are in English 

Section B is set in Russian. The instructions to students are in Russian 

Section C includes a translation passage from Russian into English with instructions in English. 
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Paper 4: Writing in Russian (*Paper code: 1RU0/4F and 4H) 

Written examination 

Foundation tier: 1 hour 15 minutes; 60 marks 

Higher tier: 1 hour 25 minutes; 60 marks 

25% of the total qualification 

Content overview 

This paper draws on vocabulary and structures across all the themes and topics. 

Assessment overview 

Students are assessed on their ability to communicate effectively through writing in Russian for 
different purposes and audiences. Students are required to produce responses of varying 
lengths and types to express ideas and opinions in Russian. The instructions to students are in 
Russian. Word counts are specified for each question. Students must answer all questions. 

Foundation tier – three open-response questions and one translation into Russian. 

Higher tier – two open-response questions and one translation into Russian. 

 
*See Appendix 6: Codes for a description of this code and all other codes relevant to this 
qualification. 
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2 Subject content 

The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Russian allows students to develop their 
ability to communicate with Russian native speakers in both speech and writing. Students 
will study across a variety of contexts relevant to their age and interests and will also 
develop a greater awareness of the culture of Russian-speaking communities and countries. 
These contexts are listed under Themes and topics. 

Students will need to develop and use their knowledge and understanding of Russian 
grammar progressively through their course of study. Grammar requirements are given in 
the grammar list (see Appendix 2: Grammar list). 

To help students build on their range of vocabulary, a list is provided of words that students 
are expected to use and understand (see Appendix 3: Vocabulary list). These lists are not 
exhaustive but are intended as a guide; students at both tiers will be required to understand 
and respond to familiar words (appropriate to the tier) that are not on the lists. 

Qualification aims and objectives 
The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to: 

 develop their ability to communicate confidently and coherently with native speakers in 
speech and writing, conveying what they want to say with increasing accuracy 

 express and develop thoughts and ideas spontaneously and fluently 
 listen to and understand clearly articulated, standard speech at near normal speed 
 deepen their knowledge about how language works and enrich their vocabulary in order 

for them to increase their independent use and understanding of extended language in a 
wide range of contexts 

 acquire new knowledge, skills and ways of thinking through the ability to understand and 
respond to a rich range of authentic spoken and written material, adapted and abridged, 
as appropriate, including literary texts 

 develop awareness and understanding of the culture and identity of the countries and 
communities where the language is spoken 

 be encouraged to make appropriate links to other areas of the curriculum to enable 
bilingual and deeper learning, where the language may become a medium for constructing 
and applying knowledge 

 develop language-learning skills both for immediate use and to prepare them for further 
language study and use in school, higher education or employment 

 develop language strategies, including repair strategies. 
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Themes and topics 
Questions across all four language skills are set in common contexts, addressing a range of 
relevant contemporary and cultural themes. They are organised into five themes, each 
broken down into topics and sub-topics. 

The five themes are: 
 Identity and culture 
 Local area, holiday, travel 
 School 
 Future aspirations, study and work 
 International and global dimension. 

All themes and topics must be studied in the context of both the students’ home 
country and that of countries and communities where Russian is spoken. 

For listening and reading assessments, the majority of contexts are based on the culture and 
countries where the assessed language is spoken. Students may also refer to the culture of 
the assessed language country/countries or communities in the speaking and writing papers. 
It is, therefore, important that students are exposed to materials relating to  
Russian-speaking countries throughout the course. 
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Each topic has been highlighted in bold. 

All topics must be studied in the context of both the students’ home country and 
that of countries and communities where Russian is spoken. 

 

Theme 1: Identity and culture 

 Who am I?: relationships; when I was younger; what my friends and family are like; 
what makes a good friend; interests; socialising with friends and family; role models 

 Daily life: customs and everyday life; food and drink; shopping; social media and 
technology (use of, advantages and disadvantages) 

 Cultural life: celebrations and festivals; reading; music; sport; film and television 

 

Theme 2: Local area, holiday and travel 

 Holidays: preferences; experiences; destinations 
 Travel and tourist transactions: travel and accommodation; asking for help and 

dealing with problems; directions; eating out; shopping 
 Town, region and country: weather; places to see; things to do 

 

Theme 3: School 

 What school is like: school types; school day; subjects; rules and pressures; celebrating 
success 

 School activities: school trips; events and exchanges 

 

Theme 4: Future aspirations, study and work 

 Using languages beyond the classroom: forming relationships; travel; employment 
 Ambitions: further study; volunteering; training 
 Work: jobs; careers and professions 

 

Theme 5: International and global dimension 

 Bringing the world together: sports events; music events; campaigns and good causes 
 Environmental issues: being ‘green’; access to natural resources 
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Paper 1: Listening and understanding in Russian 

Content 
Students are assessed on their understanding of standard spoken Russian in a variety of 
scenarios. 

Students will need to:  
 identify the overall message, key points, details and opinions 
 deduce meaning from a variety of spoken texts 
 recognise the relationship between past, present and future events 
 recognise and respond to key information, important themes and ideas in spoken text, 

including authentic sources, adapted and abridged, as appropriate 
 be able to answer questions, extract information, evaluate and draw conclusions. 

This paper draws on vocabulary and structures across all the themes (see Themes and 

topics). 

Students are presented with recorded scenarios involving one or more speakers in public and 
social settings. Recordings include authentic sources and are based on the themes. Recorded 
material features both male and female voices and represents different age groups. 

Students should be given the opportunity to become accustomed to hearing the Russian 
language spoken in a range of styles and registers. 

Recordings for individual questions within the assessment vary in length, including both short 
and longer spoken passages, using both familiar language and, where appropriate, more 
complex language and abstract material, as appropriate to the tier. 

To prepare students adequately for this assessment, teachers should present and exploit a 
range of vocabulary relevant to each theme listed and build on the Key Stage 3 Programme 
of Study, where appropriate. 
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Assessment information 
 First assessment: May/June 2019. 
 The assessment is out of 50 marks. 
 Students must be allocated five minutes in which to read through the paper before the 

first extract of the recording starts. This gives students an opportunity to familiarise 
themselves with the length and the layout of the paper and to read the questions before 
hearing the first extract. 

 Students will listen to the recording featuring Russian-language speakers who will speak 
at a rate appropriate to the expected level of student understanding. 

 The listening audio files are available on our website. 
 Each passage is recorded twice, with pauses following the second hearing to allow each 

student sufficient time to write or note their response to each question (or part of a 
question) and to read the next question before the related extract is played. 

 Recordings will be issued as digital sound files accessed via a secure download. 
 Each question is set in a context drawn from the topics. The assessment tasks will feature 

general content that is familiar and accessible to all students. 
 Students must answer all questions in both sections.  
 Foundation tier 

o 35 minutes is given for the assessment, including 5 minutes’ reading time. 
o Section A contains 12 questions set in English. Question types comprise both multiple-

response and short-answer open-response questions. The instructions to students are 
in English. 

o Section B contains two questions set in Russian. The question type is multiple-response. 
The instructions to students are in Russian. 

 Higher tier 

o 45 minutes is given for the assessment, including 5 minutes’ reading time. 
o Section A contains two questions set in Russian. The question type is multiple-response. 

The instructions to students are in Russian. 
o Section B contains eight questions set in English. Question types comprise both 

multiple-response and short-answer open-response questions. The instructions to 
students are in English. 

 Four of the questions will be common to both tiers. 
 For both tiers, there is no requirement for students to produce written responses 

in Russian. 

 
The use of dictionaries is not permitted. 

Sample assessment materials 
A sample paper and mark scheme for this paper can be found in the Pearson Edexcel 

Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Russian Sample Assessment Materials (SAMs) document. 
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Paper 2: Speaking in Russian 

Content 
Students are assessed on their ability to communicate and interact effectively through 
speaking in Russian for different purposes. 

Students will need to: 

 convey information and narrate events coherently and confidently, using and adapting 
language for different purposes 

 speak spontaneously, responding to unpredictable questions, points of view or situations, 
sustaining communication by using rephrasing or repair strategies, as appropriate 

 use a range of vocabulary and grammatical structures accurately, including some more 
complex forms, with reference to past, present and future events 

 make creative and more complex use of the language, as appropriate, to express and 
justify their own thoughts and points of view 

 use accurate pronunciation and intonation in order to be understood by a native speaker, 
however they will be able to access the highest marks available for each task without a 
‘perfect’ command of Russian. 

These are assessed through a series of three consecutive tasks. 

Task 1 – Role play 
The role play is an interaction requiring the student to ask and answer questions, to 
exchange information and to use different registers (see definition of registers beneath the 

Role play mark grid within the marking guidance section of the specification). The role play 
relates to either formal or informal scenarios, in turn inviting the student to use either formal 
or informal language relevant to the scenario. The task is set in the register that the student 
is required to use, so students should use that register in their responses. All role plays are 
marked for communication only. 

The role plays are set and provided by Pearson at the time of assessment together with a 
sequencing grid and instructions. For an example, please see the Pearson Edexcel 

Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Russian Sample Assessment Materials (SAMs) document – 
Paper 2: Speaking in Russian, General instructions to the teacher section. 

Scenarios require an exchange of information. Some scenarios are transactional in nature. 

The scenarios are based on any of the topics from themes 1 to 4 (listed on page 9), i.e. not 
on the theme International and global dimension as this theme lends itself better to the 
picture-based task and the conversation. 

Task 2 – Picture-based task 
The assessment scenario is based on any of the topics (listed on page 9). The topic is 
allocated by Pearson at the time of assessment together with a sequencing grid and 
instructions. For an example, please see the Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in 

Russian Sample Assessment Materials (SAMs) document – Paper 2: Speaking in Russian, 

General instructions to the teacher section. 

This assessment allows students to: 
 describe and narrate events 
 give information 
 express, justify and exchange opinions. 

Students are required to refer to past, present and future events in this assessment at both 
Foundation and Higher tiers, using different timeframes. 
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Task 3 – Conversation 

The conversation allows students to cover all of the requirements outlined in the Content 

section on page 12, including conveying information, giving points of view, developing and 
initiating conversation and discussion and producing extended sequences of speech. 

The conversation is based on any two themes (see Themes and topics) and is in two parts. 

For the first part of the conversation, the student selects one topic from one theme in 
advance of the assessment. The choice of topic must be agreed between the student and the 
teacher and must be selected no later than two weeks before the assessment takes place. 
This part of the conversation task starts with this first topic and then may move on to other 
topics within the same theme. 

The second part of the conversation must be on a different theme. This will be prescribed by 
Pearson through instructions on a sequencing grid. For an example please see the Pearson 

Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Russian Sample Assessment Materials (SAMs) 
document – Paper 2: Speaking in Russian, General instructions to the teacher section. 

This part of the conversation may focus on one or more topics from within the selected 
theme (see page 9). 

Students are required to refer to past, present and future events in this assessment, using a 
range of tenses and timeframes. 
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Assessment information 
General information 

First assessment: April/May 2019.
The entire assessment must be conducted in Russian.
Students complete three tasks.
o Task 1 – a role play based on one topic. This is allocated by Pearson at the time of

assessment.
o Task 2 – a task containing a picture and questions drawn from one topic. This is

allocated by Pearson at the time of assessment.
o Task 3 – conversation based on two themes. The first theme is based on the topic

chosen by the student in advance of the assessment. The second theme is selected by
the teacher from a choice of two themes allocated by Pearson.

Task 1 is set in the register that the student is required to use.

At the time of assessment, Pearson will issue a prescribed order per student for their role 
play, picture-based task and two themes for the second part of the conversation. The 
teacher does not choose the order of the cards. Pearson will provide instructions on 
sequencing and a sequencing grid. For an example please see the Pearson Edexcel 

Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Russian Sample Assessment Materials (SAMs) document – 
Paper 2: Speaking in Russian, General instructions to the teacher section. 

This grid has been designed to help ensure that each student covers a broad range of 
themes from this specification. 

Assessments are conducted by centres within a five-week assessment period in April and 
May in any single year. Dates for the assessment period will be confirmed in the UK 
Information Manual at the start of each academic year. The assessment period will not 
always be continuous or be the same period each year, for example it will need to 
accommodate the Easter break which changes each year.
The assessment materials provided by Pearson for all tasks may be accessed by the 
teacher no more than three working days before the prescribed five week assessment 
period. This is to enable the teacher to prepare for the assessment. The assessment 
materials in this pack must not be removed from the centre premises.
Assessments are conducted by teachers in one session within a prescribed assessment 
window and then submitted to Pearson for external marking.
Students are presented with instructions in English but must communicate entirely in 

 for the duration of the assessment.
Complete, unedited recordings of all assessments must be submitted to Pearson 
examiners for external marking on USB or CD.
Each question is set in a context drawn from the topics. The assessment tasks will feature 
general content that is familiar and accessible to all students.
Students must be permitted 12 minutes’ preparation time to consider the questions and 
stimulus cards for Tasks 1 and 2.
Students are assessed on the quality of responses rather than length of assessment, 
however the assessment times are different to reflect the demand of each tier.
All assessments are marked against assessment criteria, please see Marking Guidance for 
Paper 2.
Centres must have procedures in place to verify the identity of all students at the time of 
the assessment and confirm this on the Candidate speaking examination record form

(CS2) (see Appendix 1). Centres are required to submit to Pearson one completed
CS2 form for all students for each tier.
The use of dictionaries is not permitted during the preparation time or during the 
assessment. 
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Foundation tier assessment time and marks 

 The total assessment for the three tasks is 7 to 9 minutes plus 12 minutes’ 
preparation time. 

 The assessment is worth 70 marks. 
 The assessment consists of the following three tasks, which must be conducted in the 

following order: 
o Task 1 – one role play recommended to last between one to one-and-a-half minutes for 

10 marks 
o Task 2 – one picture-based task recommended to last between two-and-a-half to three 

minutes for 24 marks 
o Task 3 – a conversation recommended to last between three-and-a-half to 

four-and-a-half minutes for 36 marks. 

Higher tier assessment time and marks 

 The total assessment for the three tasks is 10 to 12 minutes plus 12 minutes’ preparation 
time. 

 The assessment is worth 70 marks. 
 The assessment consists of the following three tasks, which must be conducted in the 

following order: 
o Task 1 – one role play recommended to last between two to two-and-a-half minutes for 

10 marks 
o Task 2 – one picture-based task recommended to last between three to three-and-a-

half minutes for 24 marks 
o Task 3 – a conversation recommended to last between five to six minutes for 36 marks. 
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Preparation time 
Students are allocated 12 minutes’ preparation time, under supervised conditions, 
immediately prior to the assessment for Tasks 1 and 2. The purpose is to consider the 
questions and stimulus for the role play and picture-based scenarios allocated. 

Students are permitted to make notes (up to a maximum of one side of A4 for both Tasks 1 
and 2) during this period and they can refer to them during the role play and picture-based 
assessment, but not during the conversation task. Students must return their notes to the 
teacher before commencing Task 3 (conversation). 

The notes should be for reference only and students must not read out whole, prepared 
sentences in answer to questions. 

Any notes made during the preparation time must be kept securely by the centre until the 
end of October in the year the assessment is completed, after which time they should be 
securely destroyed. 

Students cannot have access to a dictionary, or any other resource, during the preparation 
time. 

Task 1 – Role play 
Pearson will set and provide ten different sets of role plays for each tier. Each role play 
consists of two cards – one for the teacher and one for the student. 

Teacher cards 

The teacher cards contain instructions on how to conduct the role play and the exact 
questions to ask. 

Each role play opens with an introduction from the teacher who then asks the first question. 

Candidate cards 

The candidate cards include prompts as a guide and highlight where the candidate needs to 
ask a question (indicated by the symbol ‘?’), and where an unpredictable question is posed 
to them by the teacher (indicated by the symbol ‘!’). 

Students have access to this during their preparation time to help in preparing for the 
assessment. 

Each candidate card contains instructions in English and the task is in Russian. The context 
of the role play is provided in both sections. Candidates must read both sections fully to 
support understanding of each bullet point. 

At Foundation tier, the candidate cards contain five bullet points, eliciting five utterances. 
Students need to ask one question and respond to one unpredictable question. Students are 
required to speak only in the present tense for four of the prompts. 

At Higher tier, the candidate cards contain five bullet points, eliciting five utterances. 
Students need to ask two questions and respond to one unpredictable question. Students are 
required to speak in the present tense for four of the prompts and respond to one question 
set in a past tense. 
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Task 2 – Picture-based task 
Pearson will provide ten different sets of picture-based tasks for each tier. Each task consists 
of two cards – one for the teacher and one for the student. 

Teacher cards 

The teacher cards contain instructions on how to conduct this task and the five questions to 
ask the student. Teachers are allowed to repeat questions and use set prompts to enable 
students to give a developed response. They are not allowed to deviate from the set 
prompts. 

Each task opens with the teacher asking the first question, which is based on the picture. 

The first question is directly based on the picture; the remaining questions extend beyond 
the picture, but are based on the overall topic from which the picture is drawn, inviting an 
exchange of views or opinions. 

Candidate cards 

At Foundation tier, students are provided with a picture and five bullets in Russian to help 
in preparing for the five questions that will be asked during the assessment. Students are 
allowed to ask for questions to be repeated. 

Students have access to this during their preparation time. 

At Higher tier, students are provided with a picture and five bullets in Russian to help in 
preparing for the five questions that will be asked during the assessment. The final bullet is 
marked by the symbol ‘!’ to denote one unpredictable question. Students are allowed to ask 
for questions to be repeated. 

Students have access to this during their preparation time. 

Task 3 – Conversation 
The first part of the conversation opens with the topic chosen by the student. The student 
may choose to focus on any aspect(s) of the topic as each has a number of different 
features. For example, a student who has selected the topic What school is like may: 

 choose to focus on ‘school types’ and ‘rules and pressures’, or 
 choose to focus only on ‘rules and pressures’. 

To enable them to make a confident start, the teacher should allow the student to state their 
chosen aspect(s) from their nominated topic and to talk about this aspect/these aspects for 
up to one minute. 

The teacher continues the conversation on the chosen topic and then may move on to other 
topics within the same theme, if necessary, to ensure that students use the recommended 
time for this task most effectively. 

The second part of the conversation is based on a different theme allocated by Pearson and 
covers any of the topics across that single theme. 

Teachers must ensure that an equal amount of time is allocated to both parts of the 
conversation. 

Throughout the conversation, in order to facilitate a genuine and spontaneous interaction, 
the nature of questions from the teacher should enable students to: 

 answer questions freely, in turn allowing them to produce extended sequences of speech 
 develop conversations and discussions 
 give and justify own thoughts and opinions 
 refer to past, present and future events. 
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Administration and general information about the conduct of the 
speaking assessment 

Preparation time and notes for Tasks 1 and 2 only 
 The notes made during the preparation time should be a reference only, and students 

should not read out whole, prepared sentences. 
 The preparation time must be supervised. It can take place either in the examination 

room with the teacher or outside of the room with an invigilator. 
 Students are not permitted to write on the candidate cards. 
 Students must return their notes and candidate cards to the teacher at the end of the 

second task (picture-based task). 
 Any notes made during the preparation time must be kept securely by the centre until the 

end of October in the year the assessment is completed, after which time they should be 
securely destroyed. 

 Students cannot have access to a dictionary, or any other resource, during the preparation 
time. 

Sample assessment materials 
Sample candidate and teacher cards for the role-play and picture-based tasks and 
accompanying marking guidance and assessment criteria can be found in the Pearson 

Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Russian Sample Assessment Materials (SAMs) 
document. 

Marking guidance and assessment criteria are also provided in this document. 
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Marking guidance for Paper 2: Speaking in Russian 

This marking guidance is for the use of Pearson-appointed external examiners. The guidance 
has been included for teacher reference to aid understanding of how the assessment criteria 
will be applied. 

General guidance on using levels-based mark schemes 

Step 1 Decide on a band 
 The examiner will first of all consider the answer as a whole and then decide which descriptors 

most closely match the answer and place it in that band. The descriptors for each band 
indicate the different features that will be seen in the student’s answer for that band. 

 When assigning a band they will look at the overall quality of the answer and not focus 
disproportionately on small and specific parts of the answer where the student has not 
performed quite as well as the rest. If the answer covers different aspects of different 
bands of the mark scheme they will use a ‘best fit’ approach for defining the band and 
then use the variability of the response to help decide the mark within the band, for 
example if the response is predominantly band 5–8 with a small amount of band 9–12 
material, it would be placed in band 5–8 but be awarded a mark near the top of the band 
because of the band 9–12 content. 

Step 2 Decide on a mark 
 Once they have decided on a band they will then need to decide on a mark within the 

band. 
 They will decide on the mark to award based on the quality of the answer; they will award 

a mark towards the top or bottom of that band depending on how the student has 
evidenced each of the descriptor bullet points. 

 They will modify the mark based on how securely the trait descriptors are met at that band. 
 They will need to go back through the answer as they apply the mark scheme to clarify 

points and assure themselves that the band and the mark are appropriate. 
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Assessment criteria for the Foundation tier – Part 1 

Role play – Foundation tier (10 marks) 
For this task, students’ work is marked by Pearson using the following assessment criteria. 
The mark grid is applied once to each individual response to the prompts. There is a 
maximum of 2 marks for each of the five prompts on the role-play cards. 
 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable communication; highly ambiguous OR pronunciation prevents 
communication 

1 Partially clear/ambiguous OR partially appropriate within the context of the role 
play; pronunciation may affect clarity of communication 

2 Clearly communicated; appropriate within the context of the role play; 
unambiguous; pronunciation supports clear communication 

 

Exemplification of how to apply the role-play mark grid can be found in the Pearson Edexcel 

Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Russian Sample Assessment Materials (SAMs) document. 

Additional guidance 

Appropriate: relevant response related to the prompt, uses appropriate register for the 
scenario. 

Informal register includes language that students would use with friends and people of a 
similar age as well as informal greetings, endearments and forms of address. Informal 
register also requires the use of the informal structures when using, for example, verbs and 
possessive adjectives. 

Formal register includes language that students would use with adults in a formal context, 
for example teachers, employers, customers, officials. Formal register includes avoidance of 
slang, over-familiar language, exaggeration and endearments. It also includes formal 
greetings and forms of address. Formal register requires formal structures when using, for 
example, verbs, personal pronouns and possessive adjectives. 

Partially clear/pronunciation may affect clarity of communication: makes speech 
difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is eventually understood)/forces the 
listener to strain to understand what is meant. 
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Assessment criteria for the Foundation tier – Part 2 

Picture-based task – Foundation tier (24 marks) 

There are two mark grids to be applied to this task: 
 communication and content 
 linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

Picture-based task: communication and content – Foundation tier 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1–4  Limited response to set questions, likely to consist of single-word answers 
 Minimal success in adapting language to describe, narrate, inform using 

individual words/phrases; sometimes unable to respond 
 A straightforward opinion may be expressed but without justification 
 Pronunciation and intonation are inconsistently intelligible with inaccuracies that 

lead to frequent impairment in communication 

5–8  Responds briefly to set questions, there is much hesitation and continuous 
prompting needed 

 Some limited success in adapting language, to describe, narrate and inform in 
response to the set questions; may occasionally be unable to respond 

 Straightforward, brief opinions are given but without justification 
 Pronunciation and intonation are mostly intelligible but inaccuracies lead to 

some impairment in communication 

9–12  Responds to set questions with some development, some hesitation and some 
prompting necessary 

 Some effective adaptation of language to describe, narrate and inform in 
response to the set questions 

 Expresses opinions with occasional, brief justification 
 Pronunciation and intonation are intelligible, occasionally inaccuracies affect 

clarity of communication 

13–16  Responds to set questions with frequently developed responses, occasional 
hesitation, occasional prompting necessary 

 Frequently effective adaptation of language to describe, narrate and inform in 
response to the set questions 

 Expresses opinions and gives justification with some development 
 Pronunciation and intonation are intelligible, inaccuracies are minimal and have 

no impact on clarity of communication 

Additional guidance 

Adaptation of/adapting language to describe, narrate and inform: adapts language to 
achieve different purposes in the language; students may adapt language more effectively 
for one purpose than another, for example they may use language effectively to inform but 
less effectively to narrate. 

Straightforward opinions and justification are those that form part of a minimum/standard/ 
predictable response. 
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Picture-based task: linguistic knowledge and accuracy – Foundation tier 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1–2  Limited accuracy when responding to set questions; minimal success when 
referring to past, present and future events 

 Individual words and phrases are coherent when responding to set 
questions; high frequency of errors prevent meaning throughout most of the 
conversation 

3–4  Occasionally accurate grammatical structures when responding to set 
questions; occasional success when referring to present events, limited 
success when referring to future or past events, much ambiguity 

 Some coherent phrases and sentences within responses to set questions; 
regular errors prevent coherent overall speech and frequently prevent 
meaning 

5–6  Some accurate grammatical structures, including some successful references 
to past, present and future events in response to the set questions, some 
ambiguity 

 Responses are partially coherent, errors occur that sometimes hinder clarity 
of communication and occasionally prevent meaning being conveyed 

7–8  Generally accurate grammatical structures, generally successful references to 
past, present and future events in response to the set questions, occasional 
ambiguity 

 Responses are generally coherent although errors occur that occasionally 
hinder clarity of communication 

Additional guidance 

Errors: the mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact that errors have 
on clarity. 

Errors that do not hinder clarity: 
 errors that do not affect meaning, for example gender, adjectival agreements 
 infrequent errors that do not distract the listener from the content of what is being said. 

Errors that hinder clarity: 
 errors that make speech difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is 

eventually understood)/errors that force listeners to strain to understand what is meant, 
for example inappropriate tense formation, mismatch of subject and the possessive 
adjective 

 frequent errors hinder clarity as they will distract the listener from the content of what is 
being said. 

Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed: 
 errors that mean the listener cannot understand the message 
 errors that convey the wrong message 
 errors that make it unclear who is doing the action, i.e. using the incorrect person of the 

verb 
 mother-tongue interference. 

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 
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Assessment criteria for the Foundation tier – Part 3 

Conversation – Foundation tier (36 marks) 

There are three mark grids to be applied to this task: 
 communication and content 
 interaction and spontaneity 
 linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

Conversation: communication and content – Foundation tier 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1–3  Communicates limited information relevant to the topics and questions 
 Uses language to express limited, straightforward ideas and thoughts; 

occasional straightforward opinion expressed without justification 
 Uses limited, familiar vocabulary and expression with much repetition; 

communication is disjointed and frequently breaks down because of restricted 
range of vocabulary 

 Pronunciation and intonation are inconsistently intelligible with inaccuracies 
that lead to frequent impairment in communication 

4–6  Communicates brief information relevant to the topics and questions 
 Uses language to produce straightforward ideas and thoughts; expresses 

straightforward opinions with limited justification 
 Uses repetitive, familiar vocabulary and expression; communication is often 

constrained and occasionally breaks down because of restricted range of 
vocabulary 

 Pronunciation and intonation are mostly intelligible but inaccuracies lead to 
some impairment in communication 

7–9  Communicates information relevant to the topics and questions, with 
occasionally extended sequences of speech 

 Uses language to produce straightforward ideas, thoughts and opinions with 
occasional justification 

 Uses a limited variety of mainly straightforward vocabulary, communication for 
some purposes is constrained because of restricted range of vocabulary 

 Pronunciation and intonation are intelligible, occasionally inaccuracies affect 
clarity of communication  

10–12  Communicates information relevant to the topics and questions, with some 
extended sequences of speech 

 Occasionally uses language creatively to express some individual thoughts, 
ideas and opinions, some of which are justified 

 Occasional variety in use of vocabulary, including some examples of 
uncommon language with some variation of expression, fulfils most purposes 

 Pronunciation and intonation are intelligible, inaccuracies are minimal and 
have no impact on clarity of communication 
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Additional guidance 

Uses language creatively – examples of creative language use are: 
 using language to create an effect 
 manipulating language, including familiar, high-frequency and simple language, to 

respond to unfamiliar/unexpected contexts and purposes 
 using language to express thoughts, ideas, feelings and emotions 
 using language to inform and narrate ideas, thoughts and points of view to 

maintain interest 
 applying a variety of vocabulary and structures to maintain interest 
 using language effectively to achieve more complex purposes, for example to interest, 

to convince. 

Individual thoughts, ideas and opinions: this is linked to creative use of language whereby 
students use language to express original thoughts, ideas and points of view which go 
beyond the minimum/standard/predictable response. 

Straightforward ideas, thoughts and opinions are those that give the 
minimum/standard/predictable response. 
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Conversation: interaction and spontaneity – Foundation tier 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1–3  Basic exchange where only some questions are responded to; answers rely 
on rehearsed language that is frequently irrelevant to the question 

 Short, undeveloped responses, many incomplete 
 Isolated examples of ability to sustain communication, pace is slow and 

hesitant throughout 

4–6  Responds with limited spontaneity; answers rely on rehearsed language that 
is occasionally irrelevant to the question 

 Short responses, any development depends on teacher prompting 
 Limited ability to sustain communication, pace is mostly slow and hesitant 

7–9  Occasionally able to respond spontaneously with some examples of natural 
interaction although often stilted 

 Occasionally able to initiate and develop responses independently but regular 
prompting needed 

 Occasionally able to sustain communication, using rephrasing/repair 
strategies if necessary to continue the flow; frequent hesitation 

10–12  Responds spontaneously to some questions, interacting naturally for parts of 
the conversation 

 Sometimes able to initiate and develop the conversation independently, 
some prompting needed 

 Sometimes able to sustain communication, using rephrasing/repair strategies 
if necessary to continue the flow; some hesitation 

 
Additional guidance 

Rephrasing/repair strategies: strategies that aid communication and allow the 
conversation to be sustained, for example rephrasing, circumlocution, adjusting the 
message, asking for clarification/repetition, repair strategies such as self-correction; these 
strategies enable students to deliver the message when exact vocabulary or expressions are 
not known. 

Responds/responding spontaneously: gives a relevant, impromptu response based on 
what they have heard. 

Rehearsed language: language learned by heart, which may not give a relevant, 
impromptu response based on what has been heard (not spontaneous). 
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Conversation: linguistic knowledge and accuracy – Foundation tier 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1–3  Uses straightforward, individual words/phrases; limited evidence of language 
manipulation 

 Limited accuracy, minimal success when referring to past, present and future 
events 

 Individual words and phrases are coherent; high frequency of errors prevent 
meaning throughout much of the conversation 

4–6  Uses straightforward, repetitive, grammatical structures 
 Occasionally accurate grammatical structures, occasional success when 

referring to present events, limited success when referring to future or past 
events, much ambiguity 

 Some coherent phrases and sentences; regular errors prevent coherent 
overall speech and frequently prevent meaning 

7–9  Manipulates a limited variety of mainly straightforward grammatical 
structures, minimal use of complex structures 

 Some accurate grammatical structures, some successful references to past, 
present and future events, some ambiguity 

 Sequences of coherent speech although errors occur that often hinder clarity 
of communication and occasionally prevent meaning being conveyed 

10–12  Manipulates grammatical structures with occasional variation, complex 
structures used but repetitive 

 Generally accurate grammatical structures, generally successful references to 
past, present and future events 

 Generally coherent speech although errors occur that sometimes hinder 
clarity of communication 

 
Additional guidance 

Complex grammatical structures are considered to be:  
 varied and complex word order 
 using extended sentences that include a range of structures, for example conjunctions, 

pronouns, reported speech and/or a range of lexis, for example to express abstract 
ideas/convey justified arguments 

 conceptually more challenging language. 

Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be: 
 repetitive, simple word order 
 short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, 

high-frequency structures 
 simple ideas, opinions and thoughts that are expressed but are not justified. 

Errors: the mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact that errors have on 
clarity. 

Errors that do not hinder clarity: 
 errors that do not affect meaning, for example gender, adjectival agreements 
 infrequent errors that do not distract the listener from the content of what is being said. 
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Errors that hinder clarity: 
 errors that make speech difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is 

eventually understood)/errors that force listeners to strain to understand what is meant, 
for example inappropriate tense formation, mismatch of subject and the possessive 
adjective 

 frequent errors hinder clarity as they will distract the listener from the content of what is 
being said. 

Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed: 
 errors that mean the listener cannot understand the message 
 errors that convey the wrong message 
 errors that make it unclear who is doing the action, i.e. using the incorrect person of the 

verb 
 mother-tongue interference. 

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 
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Assessment criteria for the Higher tier – Part 1 

Role play – Higher tier (10 marks) 
For this task, students’ work is marked by Pearson using the following assessment criteria. 
The mark grid is applied once to each individual response to the prompts. There is a 
maximum of 2 marks for each of the five prompts on the role-play cards. 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable communication; highly ambiguous OR pronunciation prevents 
communication 

1 Partially clear/ambiguous OR partially appropriate within the context of the role 
play; pronunciation may affect clarity of communication 

2 Clearly communicated; appropriate within the context of the role play; 
unambiguous; pronunciation supports clear communication 

 

Exemplification of how to apply the role-play mark grid can be found in the Pearson Edexcel 

Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Russian Sample Assessment Materials (SAMs) document. 

Additional guidance 

Appropriate: relevant response related to the prompt, uses appropriate register for 
the scenario. 

Informal register includes language that students would use with friends and people of a 
similar age as well as informal greetings, endearments and forms of address. Informal 
register also requires the use of the informal structures when using, for example, verbs and 
possessive adjectives. 

Formal register includes language that students would use with adults in a formal context, 
for example teachers, employers, customers, officials. Formal register includes avoidance of 
slang, over-familiar language, exaggeration and endearments. It also includes formal 
greetings and forms of address. Formal register requires formal structures when using, for 
example, verbs, personal pronouns and possessive adjectives. 

Partially clear/pronunciation may affect clarity of communication: makes speech 
difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is eventually understood)/forces the 
listener to strain to understand what is meant. 
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Assessment criteria for the Higher tier – Part 2 

Picture-based task – Higher tier (24 marks) 

There are two mark grids to be applied to this task: 
 communication and content 
 linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

Picture-based task: communication and content – Higher tier 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1–4  Responds to set questions with some development, some hesitation and 
some prompting necessary 

 Some effective adaptation of language to describe, narrate and inform in 
response to the set questions 

 Expresses opinions with occasional, brief justification 
 Pronunciation and intonation are intelligible, occasionally inaccuracies affect 

clarity of communication 

5–8  Responds to set questions with frequently developed responses, occasional 
hesitation, occasional prompting necessary 

 Frequently effective adaptation of language to describe, narrate and inform 
in response to the set questions 

 Expresses opinions and gives justification with some development 
 Pronunciation and intonation are intelligible, inaccuracies are minimal and 

have no impact on clarity of communication 

9–12  Responds to set questions with mostly developed and fluent responses, 
minimal hesitation and minimal prompting necessary 

 Predominantly effective adaptation of language to describe, narrate and 
inform, in response to the set questions 

 Expresses opinions effectively and gives justification which is mostly 
developed  

 Pronunciation and intonation are intelligible and predominantly accurate  

13–16  Responds to the set questions with consistently fluent and developed 
responses 

 Consistently effective adaptation of language to describe, narrate and 
inform, in response to the set questions 

 Expresses opinions with ease and gives fully-developed justification 
 Pronunciation and intonation are consistently accurate and intelligible 

Additional guidance 

Adaptation of language to describe, narrate and inform: adapts language to achieve 
different purposes in the language; students may adapt language more effectively for one 
purpose than another, for example they may use language effectively to inform but less 
effectively to narrate. 
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Picture-based task: linguistic knowledge and accuracy – Higher tier 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1–2  Some accurate grammatical structures, including some successful 
references to past, present and future events in response to the set 
questions, some ambiguity 

 Responses are partially coherent, errors occur that sometimes hinder clarity 
of communication and occasionally prevent meaning being conveyed 

3–4  Generally accurate grammatical structures, generally successful references 
to past, present and future events in response to the 
set questions, occasional ambiguity 

 Responses are generally coherent although errors occur that occasionally 
hinder clarity of communication 

5–6  Predominantly accurate grammatical structures, mostly successful 
references to past, present and future events in response to the set 
questions 

 Responses are predominantly coherent, errors occur but they rarely hinder 
clarity of communication 

7–8  Consistently accurate grammatical structures, successful references to 
past, present and future events in response to the set questions 

 Responses are coherent, any errors do not hinder the clarity of the 
communication 

 
Additional guidance 

Errors: students are not expected to produce perfect, error-free speech in order to access the 
top band as errors are also made by native speakers. The mark grid describes the frequency 
of errors and the impact that errors have on clarity. 

Errors that do not hinder clarity: 
 errors that do not affect meaning, for example gender, adjectival agreements 
 infrequent errors that do not distract the listener from the content of what is being said. 

Errors that hinder clarity: 
 errors that make speech difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is 

eventually understood)/errors that force listeners to strain to understand what is meant, 
for example inappropriate tense formation, mismatch of subject and the possessive 
adjective 

 frequent errors hinder clarity as they distract the listener from the content of what 
is being said. 

Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed: 
 errors that mean the listener cannot understand the message 
 errors that convey the wrong message  
 errors that make it unclear who is doing the action, i.e. using the incorrect person of 

the verb 
 mother-tongue interference. 

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 
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Assessment criteria for the Higher tier – Part 3 

Conversation – Higher tier (36 marks) 

There are three mark grids to be applied to this task: 
 communication and content 
 interaction and spontaneity 
 linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

Conversation: communication and content – Higher tier 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1–3  Communicates information relevant to the topics and questions, with 
occasionally extended sequences of speech 

 Uses language to produce straightforward ideas, thoughts and opinions with 
occasional justification 

 Uses a limited variety of mainly straightforward vocabulary, communication 
for some purposes is constrained because of restricted range of vocabulary 

 Pronunciation and intonation are intelligible, occasionally inaccuracies affect 
clarity of communication  

4–6  Communicates information relevant to the topics and questions, with some 
extended sequences of speech 

 Occasionally uses language creatively to express some individual thoughts, 
ideas and opinions, some of which are justified 

 Occasional variety in use of vocabulary, including some examples of 
uncommon language with some variation of expression, fulfils 
most purposes 

 Pronunciation and intonation are intelligible, inaccuracies are minimal and 
have no impact on clarity of communication 

7–9  Communicates detailed information relevant to the topics and questions, 
usually with extended sequences of speech 

 Frequently uses language creatively to express and justify a variety of 
individual thoughts, ideas and opinions 

 Uses a variety of vocabulary, including frequent use of uncommon language, 
to regularly vary expression for different purposes 

 Pronunciation and intonation are intelligible and predominantly accurate  

10–12  Communicates detailed information relevant to the topics and questions, 
consistently extended sequences of speech 

 Consistently uses language creatively to express and justify a wide variety of 
individual thoughts, ideas and opinions 

 Consistently uses a wide variety of vocabulary, including uncommon 
language, to consistently vary expression for different purposes 

 Pronunciation and intonation are consistently accurate and intelligible 
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Additional guidance 

Uses language creatively: examples of creative language use are: 
 using language to create an effect 
 manipulating language, including familiar, high-frequency and simple language, to 

respond to unfamiliar/unexpected contexts and purposes 
 using language to express thoughts, ideas, feelings and emotions 
 using language to inform and narrate ideas, thoughts and points of view to 

maintain interest 
 applying a variety of vocabulary and structures to maintain interest 
 using language effectively to achieve more complex purposes, for example to interest, to 

convince. 

Individual thoughts, ideas and opinions: this is linked to creative use of language whereby 
students use language to express original thoughts, ideas and points of view that go beyond 
the minimum/standard/predictable response. 

Straightforward ideas, thoughts and opinions are those that give the 
minimum/standard/predictable response. 
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Conversation: interaction and spontaneity – Higher tier 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1–3  Occasionally able to respond spontaneously with some examples of natural 
interaction although often stilted 

 Occasionally able to initiate and develop responses independently but 
regular prompting needed 

 Occasionally able to sustain communication, using rephrasing/repair 
strategies if necessary to continue the flow; frequent hesitation 

4–6  Responds spontaneously to some questions, interacting naturally for parts 
of the conversation 

 Sometimes able to initiate and develop the conversation independently, 
some prompting needed 

 Sometimes able to sustain communication, using rephrasing/repair 
strategies if necessary to continue the flow; some hesitation 

7–9  Responds to most questions spontaneously, resulting in mostly natural 
interaction 

 Mostly able to initiate and develop the conversation independently 
 Able to sustain communication throughout most of the conversation, using 

rephrasing/repair strategies if necessary to continue the flow, occasional 
hesitation 

10–12  Responds spontaneously and with ease to questions, resulting in natural 
interaction 

 Consistently able to initiate and develop the conversation independently 
 Able to sustain communication throughout, using rephrasing/repair 

strategies if necessary to continue the flow 

Additional guidance 

Respond(s) spontaneously: gives a relevant, impromptu response based on what they 
have heard. 

Rephrasing/repair strategies are strategies that aid communication and allow the 
conversation to be sustained, for example rephrasing, circumlocution, adjusting the 
message, asking for clarification/repetition, repair strategies such as self-correction; these 
strategies enable students to deliver the message when exact vocabulary or expressions are 
not known. 
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Conversation: linguistic knowledge and accuracy – Higher tier 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1–3  Manipulates a limited variety of mainly straightforward grammatical 
structures, minimal use of complex structures 

 Some accurate grammatical structures, some successful references to past, 
present and future events, some ambiguity 

 Sequences of coherent speech although errors occur that often hinder clarity 
of communication and occasionally prevent meaning being conveyed 

4–6  Manipulates grammatical structures with occasional variation, complex 
structures used but repetitive 

 Generally accurate grammatical structures, generally successful references to 
past, present and future events 

 Generally coherent speech although errors occur that sometimes hinder 
clarity of communication 

7–9  Manipulates a variety of grammatical structures, some variety of complex 
structures 

 Predominantly accurate grammatical structures, mostly successful references 
to past, present and future events 

 Predominantly coherent speech; errors occur but they rarely hinder clarity of 
communication 

10–12  Manipulates a wide variety of grammatical structures, frequent use of 
complex structures 

 Consistently accurate grammatical structures, consistently successful 
references to past, present and future events 

 Fully coherent speech; any errors do not hinder the clarity of the 
communication 

Additional guidance 

Complex grammatical structures are considered to be: 
 all grammar and structures included in the grammar list that are specific to 

Higher tier GCSE 
 varied and complex word order 
 using extended sentences that include a range of structures, for example conjunctions, 

pronouns, reported speech and/or a range of lexis, for example to express abstract 
ideas/convey justified arguments 

 conceptually more challenging language 

Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be: 
 repetitive, simple word order 
 short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, 

high-frequency structures 
 simple ideas, opinions and thoughts that are expressed but are not justified. 

Errors: students are not expected to produce perfect, error-free speech in order to access the 
top band as errors are also made by native speakers. The mark grid describes the frequency 
of errors and the impact that errors have on clarity. 

Errors that do not hinder clarity: 
 errors that do not affect meaning, for example gender, adjectival agreements 
 infrequent errors that do not distract the listener from the content of what is being said. 
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Errors that hinder clarity: 
 errors that make speech difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is 

eventually understood)/errors that force listeners to strain to understand what is meant, 
for example inappropriate tense formation, mismatch of subject and the possessive 
adjective 

 frequent errors hinder clarity as they will distract the listener from the content of what is 
being said. 

Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed: 
 errors that mean the listener cannot understand the message 
 errors that convey the wrong message  
 errors that make it unclear who is doing the action, i.e. using the incorrect person or 

the verb 
 mother-tongue interference. 

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 
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Paper 3: Reading and understanding in Russian 

Content 
Students are assessed on their understanding of written Russian across a range of different 
types of texts. 

Students need to: 
 identify the overall message, key points, details and opinions in texts 
 deduce meaning from a variety of written texts 
 recognise the relationship between past, present and future events 
 understand texts, organise and present relevant details, and, where appropriate, draw 

inferences in context and recognise implicit meaning 
 recognise and respond to key information, important themes and ideas in more extended 

written text, including authentic sources, adapted and abridged as appropriate, by being 
able to extract information and answer questions. 

This paper draws on vocabulary and structures across all the themes (see Themes and 

topics). 

Texts for individual questions within the assessment use high-frequency language and vary 
in length, including both short- and longer written passages. Texts include authentic sources 
that introduce more complex language and unfamiliar materials. 

The range of text types include: 
 advertisements, emails, letters, articles and literary texts 
 a short passage to be translated from Russian into English. 

Literary texts consist of short extracts from texts that may have been adapted and abridged 
from authentic sources to be appropriate to this level – from letters, short stories, novels or 
plays to contemporary and historical sources. Students are also expected to translate a short 
passage of written Russian into English to demonstrate an ability to transfer meaning 
accurately into English. 

Scenarios in the texts are set either at home or, more frequently, in a Russian-speaking 
country, allowing students to develop appropriate cultural awareness and understanding. 

To prepare students adequately for this assessment, teachers should present and exploit a 
range of vocabulary relevant to each theme listed, building on the Key Stage 3 Programme 
of Study, where appropriate. 

Students should be presented with Russian language in a range of styles or registers and in a 
variety of different contexts, as appropriate to their age and level of understanding. Students 
should also be presented with different fonts and formats, for example short, printed 
messages, articles and email messages. 
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Assessment information 
 First assessment: May/June 2019. 
 The assessment time is: 
o Foundation tier – 50 minutes in length 
o Higher tier – 1 hour 5 minutes in length. 

 The assessment is out of 50 marks. 
 The assessment consists of 10 questions. 
 Students must answer all questions from each of the three sections. 
 Students are required to respond to questions based on passages of text from a range of 

sources. Each question is set in a context drawn from the themes. 
 Section A has six questions set in English. Question types comprise both multiple-response 

and short-answer open response questions. The instructions to students are in English. 
 Section B contains three questions set in Russian. The instructions to students are in 

Russian: 
o for the Foundation tier there are three multiple-response questions 
o for the Higher tier, there are two multiple-response questions and one short-answer 

open-response question. 
 Section C contains one translation passage from Russian into English. The instructions to 

students are in English. 
 Four of the questions are common to both tiers. 
 The use of dictionaries is not permitted. 

Sample assessment materials 
A sample paper and mark scheme for this paper can be found in the Pearson Edexcel 

Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Russian Sample Assessment Materials (SAMs) document. 
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Paper 4: Writing in Russian 

Content 
Students are assessed on their ability to communicate effectively through writing in Russian. 

Students need to: 
 communicate effectively in writing for a variety of purposes across a range of 

specified contexts 
 write short texts, using simple sentences and familiar language accurately to convey 

meaning and exchange information 
 produce clear and coherent text of extended length to present facts and express ideas and 

opinions appropriately for different purposes and in different settings 
 make accurate use of a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures, including some 

more complex forms, to describe and narrate with reference to past, present and future 
events 

 manipulate the language, using and adapting a variety of structures and vocabulary with 
increasing accuracy and fluency for new purposes, including using appropriate style and 
register 

 make independent, creative and more complex use of the language, as appropriate, to 
note down key points, express and justify individual thoughts and points of view, in order 
to interest, inform or convince 

 translate sentences and short texts from English into the assessed language to convey key 
messages accurately and to apply grammatical knowledge of language and structures in 
context. 

Assessment information 
 First assessment: May/June 2019. 
 The assessment is out of 60 marks. 
 Each question is set in a context drawn from the themes and topics. The assessment tasks 

feature general content that is familiar and accessible to all students. 
 Students are required to produce responses of varying lengths and types to express facts, 

ideas and opinions in Russian. 
 The length of each response required and complexity of language increases across the 

paper. Recommended word counts are specified for each question. Students will not be 
penalised for writing more or fewer words than recommended in the word count or for 
going beyond the mandatory bullets. 

 One question is a translation of a short passage from English into Russian. 
 All assessments are marked against assessment criteria, please see Marking guidance for 

Paper 4: Writing in Russian. 
 The instructions to students are all in Russian. 
 The use of dictionaries is not permitted. 
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 Foundation tier 

o The assessment time is 1 hour and 15 minutes in length. 
o The paper consists of three open questions and one translation from English into 

Russian. 
o Students must answer all questions. 
o Question 1 assesses students on their ability to write to describe and to express 

opinions. 
o Question 2 assesses students on their ability to note down key points and convey 

information. Students must use the formal register, please see the definition in Marking 

guidance for Paper 4: Writing in Russian. 
o Question 3 has two options from which students have to select one. This question 

assesses students on their ability to convey information, narrate, express opinions, 
interest, and convince the reader about a certain point. Students must use the informal 
register, please see the definition in Marking guidance for Paper 4: Writing in Russian. 
This question is common to the Higher tier. 

o Question 4 is the translation question. Students are required to translate five sentences 
from English to Russian. The sentences are ordered by increasing level of difficulty. 

 Higher tier 

o The assessment time is 1 hour and 25 minutes in length. 
o The paper consists of two questions and one translation from English into Russian. 
o Students must answer all questions. 
o Question 1 has two options from which students have to select one. This question 

assesses students on their ability to convey information, narrate, express opinions, 
interest, and convince the reader about a certain point. Students must use the informal 
register, please see the definition in Marking guidance for Paper 4: Writing in Russian. 
This question is common to the Foundation tier. 

o Question 2 has two options from which students have to select one. This question 
assesses students on their ability to convey information, narrate, express and justify 
ideas and opinions, and interest or convince the reader. Students must use the formal 
register, please see the definition in Marking guidance for Paper 4: Writing in Russian. 

o Question 3 is the translation question. Students are required to translate a short 
paragraph from English into Russian. The individual sentences are ordered by 
increasing level of difficulty. 

Sample assessment materials 
A sample question paper and accompanying marking guidance and assessment criteria can 
be found in the Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Russian Sample Assessment 

Materials (SAMs) document. 

Marking guidance and assessment criteria are also provided in this document. 
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Marking guidance for Paper 4: Writing in Russian 

This marking guidance is for the use of Pearson-appointed external examiners. The guidance 
has been included for teacher reference to aid understanding of how the assessment criteria 
will be applied. 

General guidance on using levels-based mark schemes 

Step 1 Decide on a band 
 The examiner will first of all consider the answer as a whole and then decide which descriptors 

most closely match the answer and place it in that band. The descriptors for each band 
indicate the different features that will be seen in the student’s answer for that band. 

 When assigning a band they will look at the overall quality of the answer and not focus 
disproportionately on small and specific parts of the answer where the student has not 
performed quite as well as the rest. If the answer covers different aspects of different 
bands of the mark scheme they will use a ‘best fit’ approach for defining the band and 
then use the variability of the response to help decide the mark within the band, for 
example if the response is predominantly band 5–8 with a small amount of band 9–12 
material, it would be placed in band 5–8 but be awarded a mark near the top of the band 
because of the band 9–12 content. 

Step 2 Decide on a mark 
 Once they have decided on a band they will then need to decide on a mark within 

the band. 
 They will decide on the mark to award based on the quality of the answer; they will award 

a mark towards the top or bottom of that band depending on how the student has 
evidenced each of the descriptor bullet points. 

 They will modify the mark based on how securely the trait descriptors are met at that band. 
 They will need to go back through the answer as they apply the mark scheme to clarify 

points and assure themselves that the band and the mark are appropriate. 
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Assessment criteria for the Foundation tier 

Question 1 – Foundation tier (12 marks) 
For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria given in two 
mark grids: 

 communication and content 
 linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

The student is expected to produce 15–20 words for this task. The number of words is 
approximate and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than 
recommended in the word count. All work produced by the student must be marked. 

Question 1: communication and content mark grid – Foundation tier 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1–2  Some relevant, basic information without development 
 Uses language to inform, give short descriptions and express opinions with 

limited success 
 Uses limited selection of common, familiar vocabulary and expression with frequent 

repetition 

3–4  Mostly relevant information, minimal extra detail 
 Uses language to give short descriptions, simple information and opinions with 

variable success 
 Uses small selection of common, familiar vocabulary and expression with some 

repetition 

5–6  Relevant information with occasional extra detail 
 Uses language to give short descriptions, simple information and opinions with 

some success 
 Uses small selection of common, familiar vocabulary and expression with little 

repetition 
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Question 1: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid – Foundation tier 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1–2  Produces simple, short sentences in isolation 
 Limited accurate application of a small selection of straightforward grammatical 

structures, limited success in referring to present events; frequently errors 
prevent meaning being conveyed 

3–4  Produces simple, short sentences with little linking 
 Inconsistently accurate application of a small selection of straightforward 

grammatical structures, inconsistently successful reference to present events; 
often errors occur that hinder clarity of communication and occasionally 
prevent meaning 

5–6  Produces simple sentences with some linking 
 Accurate application of a small selection of straightforward grammatical 

structures, refers successfully to present events as appropriate to the task; 
occasionally errors occur that hinder clarity of communication 

Additional guidance 

Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be: 
 repetitive, simple word order 
 short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, high-frequency structures 
 simple ideas, opinions and thoughts that are expressed but are not justified. 

Errors: the mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact that errors have on 
coherence. 

Errors that do not hinder clarity: 
 errors that do not affect meaning, for example gender, adjectival agreements 
 infrequent errors that do not distract the reader from the content and which result in 

coherent writing. 

Errors that hinder clarity: 
 errors that make writing difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is 

eventually understood)/errors that force readers to re-read in order to understand what is 
meant, for example inappropriate tense formation, mismatch of subject and the 
possessive adjective 

 frequent errors hinder clarity as they will distract the reader from the content of 
the writing. 

Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed: 
 errors that mean the reader cannot understand the message 
 errors that convey the wrong message 
 errors that make it unclear who is carrying out the action, for example using the incorrect 

person of the verb 
 mother-tongue interference. 

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 
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Question 2 – Foundation tier (16 marks) 
For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria given in two 
mark grids: 

 communication and content  
 linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

This question requires students to write in a formal style/register (see Additional guidance). 

The student is expected to produce 30–35 words for this task. The number of words is 
approximate and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than 
recommended in the word count. All work produced by the student must be marked. 

Question 2: communication and content mark grid – Foundation tier 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1–2  Limited information given likely to consist of single words and phrases 
 Limited ability to use language to present simple facts, inform and note down key 

points; expression is frequently constrained and communication often 
breaks down 

 Repetitive use of a limited selection of common words and phrases; heavy 
reliance on language of the stimulus material to express thoughts 

 Knowledge of register and style is rarely evident because of restricted use of 
vocabulary and expression 

3–4  Some brief information given, basic points made without development 
 Occasional success in using language to present simple facts, information and to 

note down key points but expression is sometimes constrained and 
communication occasionally breaks down 

 Limited use of common, familiar vocabulary and expression with 
frequent repetition; some reliance on language of the stimulus material to express 
thoughts 

 Occasional appropriate use of register and style 

5–6  Some relevant information given appropriate to the task, basic points made with 
little development 

 Uses language with some success, to present simple facts, information and to 
note down key points, expression is occasionally constrained 

 Uses a small range of, common, familiar vocabulary and expression, mostly 
independently selected, with some repetition; mostly goes beyond the language of 
the stimulus material 

 Mostly appropriate use of register and style, mostly sustained 

7–8  Relevant information given appropriate to the task, basic points made with some 
development 

 Uses language mostly with success, to present simple facts, information and to 
note down key points using simple ideas 

 Uses independently selected, common, familiar vocabulary and expression with 
little repetition; goes beyond the language of the stimulus material 

 Appropriate use of register and style sustained 
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Additional guidance 

Independently selected vocabulary and expression: students may use key words from 
the stimulus material but to demonstrate their knowledge of vocabulary and ability to 
express themselves independently they must be able to use vocabulary and expression that 
is not in the stimulus material. 

Register and style definition: formal register and style includes, for example, avoidance 
of slang, over-familiar language, exaggeration, ‘text-speak’, inappropriate colloquialisms or 
writing in a conversational style. Formal register and style require the use of the formal 
structure when using, for example, verbs, personal pronouns and possessive adjectives. 
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Question 2: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid – Foundation tier 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1–2  Repetitive use of minimal selection of straightforward grammatical structures 
 Produces individual words/set phrases 
 Limited accuracy in grammatical structures used, limited success in referring to 

present and future events; regular errors prevent meaning being conveyed 

3–4  Use of a restricted range of straightforward grammatical structures, 
frequent repetition 

 Produces simple, short sentences, which are not linked 
 Occasional accuracy in grammatical structures used, occasional success in 

referring to present and future events; sometimes errors prevent meaning being 
conveyed 

5–6  Uses straightforward grammatical structures, some repetition 
 Produces simple, short sentences; minimal linking 
 Some accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures, some success in 

referring to present and future events to meet the requirements of the task; 
occasionally errors prevent meaning being conveyed 

7–8  Uses straightforward grammatical structures, occasional repetition 
 Produces predominantly simple sentences occasionally linked together 
 Mostly accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures, mostly successful 

references to present and future events to meet the requirements of the task; 
occasionally errors hinder clarity of communication 

Additional guidance 

Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be: 
 repetitive, simple word order 
 short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, high-frequency structures 
 simple ideas, opinions and thoughts that are expressed but are not justified. 

Errors: the mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact that errors have 
on coherence. 

Errors that do not hinder clarity: 
 errors that do not affect meaning, for example gender, adjectival agreements 
 infrequent errors that do not distract the reader from the content and that result in 

coherent writing. 

Errors that hinder clarity: 
 errors that make writing difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is 

eventually understood)/errors that force readers to re-read in order to understand what is 
meant, for example inappropriate tense formation, mismatch of subject and the 
possessive adjective 

 frequent errors hinder clarity as they will distract the reader from the content of 
the writing. 

Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed: 
 errors that mean the reader cannot understand the message 
 errors that convey the wrong message 
 errors that make it unclear who is carrying out the action, for example using the incorrect 

person of the verb 
 mother-tongue interference. 

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 
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Question 3 – Foundation tier (20 marks) 
For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria given in two 
mark grids: 

 communication and content 
 linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

This question contains four bullet points that form part of the task. Failure to cover all four 
bullet points will impact on the marks that can be awarded against the requirements of the 
two mark grids for this question. There is no requirement for even coverage of the bullet 
points in any band. However, in order to access marks in the top band, students must refer 
to all bullet points and meet the other assessment criteria in the top band. 

This question requires students to write in an informal style (see Additional guidance). 

The student is expected to produce 60–65 words for this task. The number of words is 
approximate and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than 
recommended in the word count. All work produced by the student must be marked. 
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Question 3: communication and content mark grid – Foundation tier 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1–3  Communicates brief information relevant to the task with little development 
 Limited adaptation of language to narrate, inform and interest; straightforward 

personal opinions are given with limited justification 
 Expresses straightforward thoughts and ideas; uses common, familiar language 

with repetition 
 Variable use of appropriate register and style 

4–6  Communicates information relevant to the task, with development of the 
occasional key point and idea 

 Some effective adaptation of language to narrate and inform; attempts are 
made to interest and give convincing personal opinions which are occasionally 
successful 

 Expresses mainly straightforward thoughts and ideas with the occasional 
individual thought/idea; some different examples of common, familiar  
language 

 Appropriate use of register and style is evident but with inconsistencies 

7–9  Communicates information relevant to the task, with development of some key 
points and ideas 

 Mostly effective adaptation of language to narrate and inform, some effective 
language to interest and give convincing personal opinions 

 Some examples of creative language use to express individual thoughts and 
ideas; a variety of mainly common, familiar language with the occasional 
example of uncommon language 

 Appropriate use of register and style is evident but with occasional 
inconsistency 

10–12  Communicates information relevant to the task with expansion of key points 
and ideas 

 Effective adaptation of language to narrate, inform, interest and give convincing 
personal opinions 

 Frequent examples of creative language use to express individual thoughts and 
ideas; a variety of vocabulary and expression, some examples of uncommon 
language 

 Appropriate use of register and style throughout with minimal inconsistency 

Additional guidance 

Creative language use – examples of creative language use are: 
 using language to create an effect 
 using language, including familiar, high-frequency and simple language, to respond to 

unfamiliar/unexpected contexts and purposes 
 using language to express thoughts, ideas, feelings and emotions 
 using language to inform and narrate ideas, thoughts and points of view to 

maintain interest 
 applying a variety of vocabulary and structures to maintain interest 
 using language effectively to achieve more complex purposes, for example to interest, to 

convince. 
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Individual thoughts, ideas and opinions: this is linked to creative use of language whereby 
students use language to express original thoughts, ideas and points of view which go 
beyond the minimum/standard/predictable response. 

Register and style definition: informal register and style – examples of informal style 
include colloquial, conversational language that students would use with friends. It also 
requires use of the informal structure when using, for example, verbs, personal pronouns 
and possessive adjectives. 

Adaptation of language to narrate, inform, interest and give convincing opinions: 
adapts language to achieve different purposes in the language; students may adapt language 
more effectively for one purpose than another, for example they may use language 
effectively to narrate but less effectively to interest or give a convincing opinion. 
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Question 3: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid – Foundation tier 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1–2  Uses straightforward grammatical structures, some repetition 
 Produces brief, simple sentences, limited linking of sentences 
 Variable accuracy with language and structures, variable success when referring 

to past, present and future events, regular ambiguity; often errors prevent 
meaning being conveyed 

3–4  Uses mostly straightforward grammatical structures, occasional repetition 
 Produces occasionally extended sentences linked with familiar, straightforward 

conjunctions 
 Some accurate language and structures, including some successful references to 

past, present and future events, some ambiguity; often errors occur that hinder 
clarity of communication and occasionally prevent meaning being conveyed 

5–6  Different examples of straightforward grammatical structures are evident 
 Produces some extended sentences that are linked with familiar, straightforward 

conjunctions 
 Frequently accurate language and structures, including mostly successful 

references to past, present and future events, occasional ambiguity; sometimes 
errors occur that hinder clarity of communication 

7–8  Some variation of grammatical structures, occasional complex structure 
 Produces frequently extended sentences, well linked together 
 Generally accurate language and structures, including successful references to 

past, present and future events; occasionally errors occur that hinder clarity of 
communication 

Additional guidance 

Complex grammatical structures are considered to be: 
 varied and complex word order 
 using extended sentences that include a range of structures, for example conjunctions, 

pronouns, reported speech and/or a range of lexis, for example to express abstract 
ideas/convey justified arguments 

 conceptually more challenging language. 

Straightforward grammatical structures is considered to be: 
 repetitive, simple word order 
 short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, 

high-frequency structures 
 simple ideas, opinions and thoughts that are expressed but are not justified. 

Errors: students are not expected to produce perfect, error-free writing in order to access the 
top band as errors are also made by native speakers. The mark grid describes the frequency 
of errors and the impact that errors have on coherence. 

Errors that do not hinder clarity: 
 errors that do not affect meaning, for example gender, adjectival agreements 
 infrequent errors that do not distract the reader from the content and which result in 

coherent writing. 
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Errors that hinder clarity: 
 errors that make writing difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is 

eventually understood)/errors that force readers to re-read in order to understand what is 
meant, for example inappropriate tense formation, mismatch of subject and the 
possessive adjective 

 frequent errors hinder clarity as they will distract the reader from the content of 
the writing. 

Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed: 
 errors that mean the reader cannot understand the message 
 errors that convey the wrong message 
 errors that make it unclear who is carrying out the action, for example using the incorrect 

person of the verb 
 mother-tongue interference. 

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 
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Question 4 – Foundation tier (12 marks) 

Translation mark grids  

Mark grid for sentences (a), (b) and (c), which are worth 2 marks each. The 
mark grid will be applied to each individual sentence. 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1  Meaning partially communicated with errors that hinder clarity or prevent meaning 
being conveyed 

2  Meaning fully communicated with occasional errors that do not hinder clarity 

 

Mark grid for sentences (d) and (e), which are worth 3 marks each. The mark 
grid will be applied to each individual sentence. 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1  Some words are communicated but the overall meaning of the sentence is not 
communicated 

2  The meaning of the sentence is partially communicated 
 Linguistic structures and vocabulary are mostly accurate with some errors that 

hinder clarity or prevent meaning being conveyed 

3  The meaning of the sentence is fully communicated 
 Linguistic structures and vocabulary are accurate with only occasional errors that 

do not hinder clarity 

 

Additional guidance 

Errors: students are not expected to produce perfect, error-free writing in order to access the 
top band as errors are also made by native speakers. The mark grid describes the frequency 
of errors and the impact that errors have on coherence. 

Errors that do not hinder clarity: 
 errors that do not affect meaning, for example gender, adjectival agreements 
 infrequent errors that do not distract the reader from the content and which result in 

coherent writing. 

Errors that hinder clarity: 
 errors that make writing difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is 

eventually understood)/errors that force readers to re-read in order to understand what is 
meant, for example inappropriate tense formation, mismatch of subject and the 
possessive adjective 

 frequent errors hinder clarity as they will distract the reader from the content of 
the writing. 
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Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed: 
 errors that mean the reader cannot understand the message 
 errors that convey the wrong message 
 errors that make it unclear who is carrying out the action, for example using the incorrect 

person of the verb 
 mother-tongue interference. 

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 
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Assessment criteria for the Higher tier 

Question 1 – Higher tier (20 marks) 
For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria given in two 
mark grids: 

 communication and content 
 linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

This question contains four bullet points that form part of the task. Failure to cover all four 
bullet points will impact on the marks that can be awarded against the requirements of the 
two mark grids for this question. There is no requirement for even coverage of the bullet 
points in any band. However, in order to access marks in the top band, students must refer 
to all bullet points and meet the other assessment criteria in the top band. 

This question requires students to write in an informal style (see Additional guidance). 

The student is expected to produce 60–65 words for this task. The number of words is 
approximate and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than 
recommended in the word count. All work produced by the student must be marked. 
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Question 1: communication and content mark grid – Higher tier 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1–3  Communicates brief information relevant to the task with little development 
 Limited adaptation of language to narrate, inform and interest; straightforward 

personal opinions are given with limited justification 
 Expresses straightforward thoughts and ideas; uses common, familiar language 

with repetition 
 Variable use of appropriate register and style 

4–6  Communicates information relevant to the task, with development of the 
occasional key point and idea 

 Some effective adaptation of language to narrate and inform; attempts are made 
to interest and give convincing personal opinions which are 
occasionally successful 

 Expresses mainly straightforward thoughts and ideas with the occasional 
individual thought/idea; some different examples of common, familiar language 

 Appropriate use of register and style is evident but with inconsistencies 

7–9  Communicates information relevant to the task, with development of some key 
points and ideas 

 Mostly effective adaptation of language to narrate and inform, some effective 
language to interest and give convincing personal opinions 

 Some examples of creative language use to express individual thoughts and 
ideas; a variety of mainly common, familiar language with the occasional 
example of uncommon language 

 Appropriate use of register and style is evident but with occasional inconsistency 

10–12  Communicates information relevant to the task with expansion of key points and 
ideas 

 Effective adaptation of language to narrate, inform, interest and give convincing 
personal opinions 

 Frequent examples of creative language use to express individual thoughts and 
ideas; a variety of vocabulary and expression, some examples of uncommon 
language 

 Appropriate use of register and style throughout, with minimal inconsistency 

Additional guidance 

Creative language use: examples of creative language use are: 
 using language to create an effect 
 using language, including familiar, high frequency and simple language, to respond to 

unfamiliar/unexpected contexts and purposes 
 using language to express thoughts, ideas, feelings and emotions 
 using language to inform and narrate ideas, thoughts and points of view to 

maintain interest 
 applying a variety of vocabulary and structures to maintain interest 
 using language effectively to achieve more complex purposes, for example to interest, 

to convince. 

Individual thoughts, ideas and opinions: this is linked to creative use of language whereby 
students use language to express original thoughts, ideas and points of view that go beyond 
the minimum/standard/predictable response. 
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Register and style definition: informal register and style – examples of informal style 
include colloquial, conversational language that students would use with friends. It also 
requires use of the informal structure when using, for example, verbs, personal pronouns 
and possessive adjectives. 

Adaptation of language to narrate, inform, interest and give convincing opinions: 
adapts language to achieve different purposes in the language; students may adapt language 
more effectively for one purpose than another, for example they may use language 
effectively to narrate but less effectively to interest or give a convincing opinion. 
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Question 1: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid – Higher tier 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1–2  Uses straightforward grammatical structures, some repetition 
 Produces brief, simple sentences, limited linking of sentences 
 Variable accuracy with language and structures, variable success when referring 

to past, present and future events, regular ambiguity; often errors prevent 
meaning being conveyed 

3–4  Uses mostly straightforward grammatical structures, occasional repetition 
 Produces occasionally extended sentences linked with familiar, straightforward 

conjunctions 
 Some accurate language and structures, including some successful references to 

past, present and future events, some ambiguity; often errors occur that hinder 
clarity of communication and occasionally prevent meaning being conveyed 

5–6  Different examples of straightforward grammatical structures are evident 
 Produces some extended sentences that are linked with familiar, straightforward 

conjunctions 
 Frequently accurate language and structures, including mostly successful 

references to past, present and future events, occasional ambiguity; sometimes 
errors occur that hinder clarity of communication 

7–8  Some variation of grammatical structures, occasional complex structure 
 Produces frequently extended sentences, well linked together 
 Generally accurate language and structures, including successful references to 

past, present and future events; occasionally errors occur that hinder clarity of 
communication 

Additional guidance 

Complex grammatical structures are considered to be: 
 all grammar and structures included in the grammar list that are specific to 

Higher tier GCSE 
 varied and complex word order 
 using extended sentences that include a range of structures, for example conjunctions, 

pronouns, reported speech and/or a range of lexis, for example to express abstract 
ideas/convey justified arguments 

 conceptually more challenging language. 

Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be: 
 repetitive, simple word order 
 short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, 

high-frequency structures 
 simple ideas, opinions and thoughts that are expressed but are not justified. 

Errors: students are not expected to produce perfect, error-free writing in order to access the 
top band as errors are also made by native speakers. The mark grid describes the frequency 
of errors and the impact that errors have on coherence. 

Errors that do not hinder clarity: 
 errors that do not affect meaning, for example gender, adjectival agreements 
 infrequent errors that do not distract the reader from the content and which result in 

coherent writing. 
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Errors that hinder clarity: 
 errors that make writing difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is 

eventually understood)/errors that force readers to re-read in order to understand what is 
meant, for example inappropriate tense formation, mismatch of subject and the 
possessive adjective 

 frequent errors hinder clarity as they will distract the reader from the content of the 
writing. 

Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed: 
 errors that mean the reader cannot understand the message 
 errors that convey the wrong message 
 errors that make it unclear who is carrying out the action, for example using the incorrect 

person of the verb 
 mother-tongue interference. 

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 
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Question 2 – Higher tier (28 marks) 
For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria contained in 
two mark grids: 

 communication and content 
 linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

This question contains four bullet points that form part of the task. Failure to cover all four 
bullet points will impact on the marks that can be awarded against the requirements of the 
two mark grids for this question (see below). There is no requirement for even coverage of 
the bullet points in any band. However, in order to access marks in the top band, students 
must refer to all bullet points and meet the other assessment criteria in the top band. 

This question requires students to write in a formal register/style (see Additional guidance). 

The student is expected to produce 90–110 words for this task. The number of words is 
approximate and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than 
recommended in the word count. All work produced by the student must be marked. 

Question 2: communication and content mark grid – Higher tier 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1–4  Communicates occasionally detailed information relevant to the task with 
occasionally effective development of key points and ideas 

 Some effective adaptation of language to narrate, inform, interest/convince 
 Occasional examples of creative use of language to express individual thoughts, 

ideas and points of view, occasional justification; variety of mainly common, 
familiar language, occasional examples of uncommon language 

 Appropriate use of register and style with the occasional inconsistency 

5–8  Communicates some detailed information relevant to the task, frequently 
effective development of key points and ideas 

 Frequently effective adaptation of language to narrate, inform, interest/convince 
 Examples of creative use of language to express some individual thoughts, ideas 

and points of view, some justified; some variation of vocabulary and expression 
with some examples of uncommon language 

 Appropriate use of register and style with few inconsistencies 

9–12  Communicates detailed information relevant to the task, with mostly effective 
development of key points and ideas 

 Mostly effective adaptation of language, to narrate, inform, interest/convince 
 Creative use of language to express a range of individual thoughts, ideas and 

points of view, most of which are justified; variety of vocabulary and expression, 
frequent examples of uncommon language 

 Predominantly appropriate use of register and style 

13–16  Communicates detailed information relevant to the task, with consistently 
effective development of key points and ideas 

 Consistently effective adaptation of language to narrate, inform, 
interest/convince 

 Creative use of language to express and fully justify a wide range of individual 
thoughts, ideas and points of view; wide variety of vocabulary and expression, 
many examples of uncommon language 

 Consistent use of appropriate register and style throughout 
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Additional guidance 

Creative use of language: examples of creative language use are: 
 using language to create an effect 
 using language, including familiar, high frequency and simple language, to respond to 

unfamiliar/unexpected contexts and purposes 
 using language to express thoughts, ideas, feelings and emotions 
 using language to inform and narrate ideas, thoughts and points of view to 

maintain interest 
 applying a variety of vocabulary and structures to maintain interest 
 using language effectively to achieve more complex purposes, for example to interest, 

to convince. 

Individual thoughts, ideas and opinions: this is linked to creative use of language whereby 
students use language to express original thoughts, ideas and points of view that go beyond 
the minimum/standard/predictable response. 

Adaptation of language to narrate, inform, interest/convince: adapts language to 
achieve different purposes in the language; students may adapt language more effectively 
for one purpose than another, for example they may use language effectively to narrate but 
less effectively to interest/convince. 

Register and style definition: formal register and style includes, for example, avoidance 
of slang, over-familiar language, exaggeration, ‘text-speak’, inappropriate colloquialisms or 
writing in a conversational style. Formal register and style require the use of the formal 
structure when using, for example, verbs, personal pronouns and possessive adjectives. 
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Question 2: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid – Higher tier 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1–3  Uses a variety of mainly straightforward grammatical structures, occasional 
examples of repetitive complex language 

 Occasional sequences of fluent writing, occasionally extended, well-linked 
sentences 

 Straightforward grammatical structures are largely accurate with occasional 
accurate use of complex language, some successful references to past, present 
and future events but some ambiguity; errors occur that sometimes hinder clarity 
of communication 

4–6  Some variation of grammatical structures, including some repetitive instances of 
complex language 

 Prolonged sequences of fluent writing, some extended, well-linked sentences 
 Generally accurate language and structures, frequently successful references to 

past, present and future events, occasional ambiguity; errors occur that 
occasionally hinder clarity of communication 

7–9  Uses a variety of grammatical structures including some different examples of 
complex language 

 Predominantly fluent response; frequent extended sentences, mostly 
well linked 

 Mostly accurate language and structures, mostly successful references to past, 
present and future events; errors occur but they rarely hinder clarity of 
communication 

10–12  Uses a wide variety of grammatical structures, including complex language 
 Fluent response throughout with extended, well-linked sentences 
 Consistently accurate language and structures, consistently successful references 

to past, present and future events; any errors do not hinder the clarity of the 
communication 

Additional guidance 

Complex grammatical structures are considered to be: 
 all grammar and structures included in the grammar list that are specific to 

Higher tier GCSE 
 varied and complex word order 
 using extended sentences that include a range of structures, for example conjunctions, 

pronouns, reported speech and/or a range of lexis, for example to express abstract 
ideas/convey justified arguments 

 conceptually more challenging language. 

Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be: 
 repetitive, simple word order 
 short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, 

high-frequency structures 
 simple ideas, opinions and thoughts that are expressed but are not justified. 

Errors: students are not expected to produce perfect, error-free writing in order to access the 
top band as errors are also made by native speakers. The mark grid describes the frequency 
of errors and the impact that errors have on coherence. 
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Errors that do not hinder clarity: 
 errors that do not affect meaning, for example gender, adjectival agreements 
 infrequent errors that do not distract the reader from the content and which result in 

coherent writing. 

Errors that hinder clarity: 
 errors that make writing difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is 

eventually understood)/errors that force readers to re-read in order to understand what is 
meant, for example inappropriate tense formation, mismatch of subject and the 
possessive adjective 

 frequent errors hinder clarity as they will distract the reader from the content of 
the writing. 

Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed: 
 errors that mean the reader cannot understand the message 
 errors that convey the wrong message 
 errors that make it unclear who is doing the action, for example using the incorrect person 

of the verb 
 mother-tongue interference. 

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 
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Question 3 – Higher tier (12 marks) 

Translation mark grid  
The translation mark grid assesses both communication and content and linguistic knowledge 
and accuracy. When awarding marks, the student’s response across the whole paragraph 
should be considered. 

 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable material 

1–3  Meaning of some individual words or phrases is conveyed; frequent 
omissions/incorrectly communicated words and phrases/mother-tongue 
interference 

 Some straightforward structures are accurate but regular errors prevent meaning 
of individual phrases/sentences being conveyed 

4–6  The meaning of the passage is partially communicated, some words and phrases 
are omitted/incorrectly communicated 

 Language and structures are accurate in some phrases and sentences but some 
errors prevent meaning being conveyed 

7–9  The meaning of the passage is mostly communicated, occasional words are 
omitted/incorrectly communicated 

 Mostly accurate language and structures; errors occur that occasionally hinder 
clarity and in rare instances prevent meaning being conveyed 

10–12  The meaning of the passage is fully communicated 
 Consistently accurate language and structures, any errors do not hinder clarity 

Additional guidance 

Errors: students are not expected to produce perfect, error-free writing in order to access the 
top band as errors are also made by native speakers. The mark grid describes the frequency 
of errors and the impact that errors have on coherence. 

Errors that do not hinder clarity: 
 errors that do not affect meaning, for example gender, adjectival agreements 
 infrequent errors that do not distract the reader from the content and which result in 

coherent writing. 

Errors that hinder clarity: 
 errors that make writing difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is 

eventually understood)/errors that force readers to re-read in order to understand what is 
meant, for example inappropriate tense formation, mismatch of subject and the 
possessive adjective 

 frequent errors hinder clarity as they will distract the reader from the content of 
the writing. 

Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed: 
 errors that mean the reader cannot understand the message 
 errors that convey the wrong message 
 errors that make it unclear who is carrying out the action, for example using the incorrect 

person of the verb 
 mother-tongue interference. 

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 
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Assessment Objectives 
 

Students must: % in GCSE 

AO1 Listening – understand and respond to different types of spoken 
language 

25 

AO2 Speaking – communicate and interact effectively in speech 25 

AO3 Reading – understand and respond to different types of written 
language 

25 

AO4 Writing – communicate in writing 25 

Total 100% 

 

 

Breakdown of Assessment Objectives 
 

Paper 

Assessment Objectives Total for all 
Assessment 
Objectives AO1 % AO2 % AO3 % AO4 % 

Paper 1: Listening and 
understanding in Russian 

25 0 0 0 25% 

Paper 2: Speaking in Russian 0 25 0 0 25% 

Paper 3: Reading and 
understanding in Russian 

0 0 25 0 25% 

Paper 4: Writing in Russian 0 0 0 25 25% 

Total for GCSE 25% 25% 25% 25% 100% 
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