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AUTHOR NOTES

Art Spiegelman was born in Stockholm, Sweden in 1948, but grew up in New York. Spiegelman started his
career as an artist in 1966, drawing comics for Topps Gum Company. In 1980 Spiegelman founded a magazine
of unconventional comics, RAW (Real Art Works). It was in RAW that the first volume of Maus was first
published from 1980 — 1985. The following year it was published as a book. In 1992 the second volume of
Maus was published. Both volumes were published together as The CompletedMaus from 1996. Spiegelman’s
graphic novels demonstrated how comic storytelling could be a sophisticate medium.

Other Texts

Open Me...I'm a Dog (1997)
In the Shadow of No Towers (2004)
Breakdowns: Portrait of the Artist as a Young %@ &%

Prizes, Awards and Other Accolades

1992 “Special Award” Pulitzer Prize for Ma
Solo exhibit at New York’s Museum of Mode
Maus Il a New York Times bes
2005 made a Chevalier de 1I’Or:
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT

The Complete Maus is based on Spiegelman’s father, Vladek’s survival of the Holocaust and his own
experiences as a Holocaust survivor’s son. Within Maus | Spiegelman also deals with the suicide of his mother,
Anja, in a short comic, Prisoner on the Hell Planet: A Case Study. Anja committed suicide in 1968.

The Complete Maus was created through a series of interviews Spiegel
recorded.

ducted with his father, which he

World War I

World War 11 officially began on September 1, 193¢ azi i wo days later
Britain and France declared war on Germany. Prig eady annexed Austria
(March 1938) and Czechoslovakia (The Sudetenla n March 1939) with
limited resistance from either nation or fr, i : ermany and the Soviet
Union signed the German-Soviet Pact, wh ould be divided between the two powers.

Vladek draws a map of this division on page
(lightning war). It was not unti American was brought in to the war by Japan
bombing Pearl Harbour that the i

Pearl Harbour (Deceémbe
Singapore. This is the f i e in World War I1.

The war in Europe shi its final stages with the Allied liberation of Rome and invasion of Occupied
France, at the Norman eaches in June 1944. German troops were now fighting on three separate fronts in
Europe: Allied troops in the West and in Italy, and the Soviet Union in the East. Their troops began to retreat
back to Germany. On May 7, 1945 Germany surrenders. August 6, 1945 the United States of America drop an
atomic bomb on Hiroshima and on Nagasaki on August 9. September 2, 1945 Japan surrenders.



