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Chapter 2: Where Do Theories Come From?
The box describing the Stockholm Prize in Criminology has 
been updated to showcase the work of 2017 award recipient, 
Richard Tremblay.

Chapter 3: Classical and Neoclassical Thought
The Excitement of Crime section has been expanded to include 
the recent rash of car burnings throughout Sweden.

The chart used to illustrate prison populations in the 
United States over time has been simplified and made easier to 
comprehend.

A description of Washington State’s new Swift and Certain 
Sanctioning model for use in community supervision is now 
included.

A new “Crime in the News” box describing efforts made 
by the Washington, D.C., city government to implement a pro-
gram that pays criminal offenders not to commit any new crimes 
appears in the chapter.

A new “Putting Criminology to Work” box focusing on 
the challenges of implementing evidence-based crime policy is 
now included in the chapter.

Chapter 4: Early Biological Perspectives on 
Criminal Behavior
A new “Crime in the News” box entitled “President of Philip-
pines Says ‘Criminals Aren’t Humanity’” has been added.

Chapter 5: Biosocial and Other Contemporary 
Perspectives
The concept of genetic memory is introduced, defined, and 
discussed, showing its relevance to human behavior and crime 
commission.

Richard E. Tremblay’s work on the predictors of early and 
persistent violence is described.

The 2D-4D finger ratio is now discussed in relationship to 
the likelihood of prenatal androgen exposure and the likelihood 
of later criminal behavior.

Chapter 6: Psychological and Psychiatric 
Foundations of Criminal Behavior
The various branches of cognitive theory are discussed and 
clarified.

A “Putting Criminology to Work” box has been added to 
the chapter.

The results of a recent meta-analysis of risk assessment 
 modeling have been added to the chapter.

The concept of Serious Violent and Chronic offenders 
(SVCs) has been added to the chapter.

The ninth edition of Criminology Today: An Integrative Intro-
duction continues to offer students a clear, contemporary, and 
comprehensive introduction to criminology that encourages 
critical thinking about the causes of crime and crime-preven-
tion strategies. The text’s hallmark thematic approach of social 
problems versus individual responsibility (Is crime a matter of 
individual responsibility or a symptom of a dysfunctional so-
ciety?) prompts students to think critically about the causes of 
crime and helps them see the link between crime theories and 
crime policies.

New Features in the Ninth Edition
There are many important new features in this ninth edition:

●● Start of chapter learning objectives now align with chapter 
headings, as well as with bulleted summary items and end 
of chapter discussion questions.

●● A series of “Putting Criminology to Work” boxes are 
now included in the text. Those boxes are based on find-
ings published on https://www.crimesolutions.gov. 
This federal government website strives to evaluate the 
effectiveness of theory-based practices, and then com-
municates findings about some of the most effective and 
promising crime-control and prevention programs.

●● The online REVEL version of this text now includes 
dozens of short author explanatory videos.

●● A new series of Criminology Interactive boxes can be 
found throughout the online REVEL version of this text. 
These boxes show the relationship between variables of 
interest in the study of criminology, such as unemploy-
ment rates and rates of crime.

New Chapter Content in the Ninth Edition
Chapter 1: What Is Criminology?
The concept of “evidence-based criminology” is now  introduced 
in this chapter, and it continues to be discussed throughout the text.

A “Who’s to Blame?” box has been added to this chapter 
that poses the question of whether criminology is merely a form 
of academic excuse-making.

The “Criminal Profiles” box at the end of Chapter 1 now 
focuses on Ross Ulbricht, the mastermind behind the illegal on-
line marketplace known as Silk Road. Ulbricht’s case is used to 
illustrate “the new face of crime.”

Varying perspectives on the legalization of marijuana and 
on the burning of the American flag during political protests are 
used to illustrate the question of “What Should Be a Crime?” 
A map showing the legal status of medical and recreational mari-
juana use in the United States is included.

New to This Edition
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Chapter 12: Crimes Against Property
Now includes the results of a new study of decision-making 
by burglars. The study showed that burglars burglarize property 
close to their homes, and that familiarity with the area and with 
roads influences their choice of targets. The results of a new 
study of Los Angeles car thieves were added, showing that car 
types are stolen almost exclusively in response to their environ-
mental availability.

Chapter 13: White-Collar and Organized Crime
A new section on criminal street gangs has been added.

Added discussion of Why They Do It, a 2016 book 
 authored by Harvard Business School Professor Eugene 
Soltes. In the book, Soltes recounts the results of seven years 
of  research and correspondence with 50 convicted white-
collar criminals.

Chapter 14: Drug and Sex Crimes
A new story now opens the chapter.

The key term “victimless crimes” is now used and defined 
in the chapter.

The discussion of medical marijuana has been updated and 
expanded to include new graphics.

A new “Putting Criminology to Work” box has been added. 
It describes SAMHSA’s National Registry of Evidence-Based 
Programs and Practices program and discusses the  AlcoholEdu 
for College student-oriented initiative.

A discussion of the commercial sexual exploitation of chil-
dren (CSEC) and sex trafficking has been added to the chapter.

A new discussion about the sex trade has been added.

Chapter 15: Technology and Crime
Discussion of the Cyberscurity Enhancement Act of 2016 has 
been added to the chapter.

The line art depicting a timeline of federal research reports 
on cybercrime has replaced with one showing the enactment of 
significant federal cybersecurity legislation.

Chapter 16: Globalization and Terrorism
The discussion of international terrorism has been substantially 
reduced, and the materials on the War on Terrorism have been 
removed, allowing for a clearer focus on cybercrimes and cyber 
criminal activity.

Three categories of terrorism are now identified: domestic, 
international, and cyber.

A new section on terrorist radicalization has been added to 
the chapter.

A new section on international crime-fighting organiza-
tions has been added to include Europol, INTERPOL, and the 
International Criminal Court.

An end-of-chapter “Criminal Profile” box on the Tsarnev 
Brothers has been added.

Chapter 7: Social Structure Theories
A new Criminology Interactive feature has been added to the 
online REVEL version of this chapter. It examines the correla-
tion between rates of U.S. unemployment, interest, and crime.

Two new “Putting Criminology to Work” boxes have 
been added to this chapter.

A new key term, crime prevention through environmental 
design (CPTED), has been added to the chapter.

The “Crime in the News” box on Broken Windows Polic-
ing has been updated.

The discussion of Sykes and Matza’s “techniques of neutral-
ization” has been expanded.

Added coverage of Arnold S. Linsky and Murray A. Straus, 
to include their idea that the relationship between the occur-
rence of stress and the incidence of crime, illness, and other forms 
of maladaptive behavior was more common in states that had 
higher levels of social stress, as measured by such factors as busi-
ness failures, personal bankruptcies, and unemployment claims.

The pattern theory of crime has been added to the chapter. Pat-
tern theory says that the spatial distribution of specific types of crime 
are determined by the characteristics of the areas in which they occur.

Chapter 8: Theories of Social Process and Social 
Development
A brief discussion of the “ban the box” movement has been 
added to the discussion of labeling theory.

A new “Putting Criminology to Work” box has been 
added to the chapter.

A new “Criminal Profile” box featuring Dr. Farid Fata, the 
Detroit-area oncologist who dramatically overtreated patients, 
and received a lengthy prison sentence.

The chapter now ends with a “Criminal Profile” box de-
picting Adam Lanza.

Chapter 9: Social Conflict Theories
The chapter now opens with a discussion of the growing debate 
over the legalization of recreational marijuana.

Two new “Putting Criminology to Work” boxes have 
been added to the chapter.

“Moral time,” a concept that is discussed in the chapter, has 
now been defined and added to the list of key terms.

A new Putting Criminology to Work box has been added 
to the chapter.

Chapter 10: Criminal Victimization
The chapter opening story has been modified.

Chapter 11: Crimes Against Persons
A new section on bullying and cyberbullying has been added.

The “Stanford rape” case has been written into the chapter.
The criminal profiles box on Dennis Rader has been 

 replaced with a new box about Dylann Roof.

xiv
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challenges facing criminologists in the twenty-first century are 
unlike any they have previously faced.

It was against this backdrop that the need for a comprehen-
sive revision of Criminology Today emerged. This new edition 
addresses the poignant question of how security and freedom 
interface in an age of increasing globalism. Chapter 16, in par-
ticular, provides substantially enlarged coverage of terrorism and 
cyberterrorism, including an overview of many types of terrorist 
groups, such as nationalist, religious, state-sponsored, left-wing, 
right-wing, and anarchist groups. The findings and recommen-
dations of special committees and government bodies that have 
focused on terrorism in recent years are also discussed, and on-
line links to the full text of their reports are provided.

The ninth edition, which is now available in a variety of 
print and electronic formats, presents historical and  modern 
criminological approaches with the aid of real-life stories, 
 up-to-date examples and issues, and interactive media. Key 
 features include

The opening decade of the twenty-first century was filled with 
momentous events in the United States, including the destruc-
tion of the World Trade Center and an attack on the Pentagon 
by Islamic terrorists, a fearsome recession, and corporate scan-
dals that cost Americans billions of dollars in lost investments. 
The second decade saw the advent of a relatively large num-
ber of homegrown terrorist efforts to attack American popu-
lation centers and landmarks, but only the Boston Marathon 
bombings of 2013 were carried out successfully. The crimes 
committed by terrorists set a tone for the start of the new cen-
tury unlike any in living memory. Homeland security became 
an important buzzword at all levels of American government, 
while pundits questioned just how much freedom people 
would be willing to sacrifice to enhance security. Americans 
felt both physically and economically threatened as stock mar-
ket losses were traced to the unethical actions of a surprising 
cadre of corporate executives who had previously been held 
in high  regard in the business world and in the communities 
where they lived. Soon the media were busily showing a parade 
of business leaders  being led away in handcuffs to face trial on 
charges of crooked accounting.

Added to the mix by the beginning of 2018 were shocking 
acts of criminality that emanated from all corners of the world, 
including mass shootings in the United States; terror attacks in 
Paris, France; depravities of sex tourism involving human traf-
ficking; sex acts with minors streaming across the Internet in real 
time; websites like Silk Road selling drugs, hits for hire, sexual 
services, weapons, and just about anything else; massive copy-
right-infringement activities like those of New Zealand–based 
Megaupload; and the theft of hundreds of thousands of personal 
identities. This in terms of an economic, educational, online, 
and ever-more-complex social nexus.

Criminologists found themselves wondering what new laws 
might be enacted to add additional control to handgun sales and 
ownership; and they also focused on the potential last issue con-
stitutes a very intimate crime that can literally cause a person 
to face the loss of his or her social self in a complex culture 
that increasingly defines someone’s essence misuse of technol-
ogy by Internet and energy companies, along with emerging 
computer capabilities and biotechnologies that, while seeming 
to hold amazing promise to cure disease and reshape humanity’s 
future, threaten the social fabric in a way not seen since the birth 
of the atomic bomb or the harnessing of electricity. Similarly, 
climate changes, violent storms such as Superstorm Sandy, Hur-
ricane Katrina, the Gulf oil spill, our nation’s desperate need 
for alternative and additional energy sources, and the instability 
in the Middle East contribute to a growing awareness that the 

Preface

Who’s to Blame boxes in each chapter highlight the book’s 
ever-evolving theme of social problems versus social respon-
sibility, a hallmark feature of this text. In each chapter, Who’s 
to Blame boxes build on this theme by illustrating some of 
the issues that challenge criminologists and policy makers 
today. Each box includes a case study followed by critical 
thinking questions that ask readers to ponder to what extent 
the individual or society is responsible for a given crime.

xv
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Criminal Profiles boxes throughout the text offer insights into 
the lives and criminal motivations of notorious offenders, such as 
Ross Ulbricht (founder of Silk Road, the underground website); 
Omar Mateen (the Pulse Nightclub shooter); Jodi Arias, Colton 
Harris-Moore (the Barefoot Bandit), and Bernie Madoff.

Theory versus Reality boxes throughout the text showcase 
selected issues and theories in the field of criminology and 
invite discussion through thought-provoking questions for 
consideration.

Crime in the News boxes in each chapter present case ex-
amples and pose analytical discussion questions about connec-
tions between examples and the chapter topics. Theory in Perspective summary boxes in Parts 2 and 3 out-

line the main points of various theories for easy reference and 
study.

In the past few years, crime and criminals have changed in 
ways that few people had previously imagined would occur, and 
these changes hold considerable significance for each one of us 
and for our nation as a whole. It is my hope that this new edi-
tion, which is available in a number of formats, will help today’s 
students both to understand the nature of these changes and to 
find a meaningful place in the social world that is to come.

FRANK SCHMALLEGER, Ph.D.
Distinguished Professor Emeritus

The University of North Carolina at Pembroke

xvi
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Supplements
Instructor Supplements
Instructor’s Manual with Test Bank. Includes content outlines 
for classroom discussion, teaching suggestions, and answers to 
selected end-of-chapter questions from the text. This also con-
tains a Word document version of the test bank.

TestGen. This computerized test generation system gives you maxi-
mum flexibility in creating and administering tests on paper, elec-
tronically, or online. It provides state-of-the-art features for viewing 
and editing test bank questions, dragging a selected question into a 
test you are creating, and printing sleek, formatted tests in a variety 
of layouts. Select test items from test banks included with TestGen 
for quick test creation, or write your own questions from scratch. 
TestGen’s random generator provides the option to display different 
text or calculated number values each time questions are used.

PowerPoint Presentations. Our presentations offer clear, straight-
forward outlines and notes to use for class lectures or study 
 materials. Photos, illustrations, charts, and tables from the book 
are included in the presentations when applicable.

Annotated Instructor’s Edition (AIE). The AIE of Criminology 
Today, 9e contains notes in the top margins identifying key top-
ics with suggestions for stimulating and guiding class discussion.

To access supplementary materials online, instructors need to 
request a free instructor access code. Go to www.pearsonhigh-
ered.com/irc, where you can register for an instructor  access 
code. Within 48 hours after registering, you will receive a con-
firming email, including an instructor access code. Once you have 
received your code, go to the site and log on for full instructions on 
downloading the materials you wish to use.

Alternative Versions
eBooks This text is also available in multiple eBook formats. 
These are an exciting new choice for students looking to save 
money. As an alternative to purchasing the printed textbook, 
students can purchase an electronic version of the same content. 
With an eTextbook, students can search the text, make notes 
online, print out reading assignments that incorporate lecture 
notes, and bookmark important passages for later review. For 
more information, visit your favorite online eBook reseller or 
visit www.mypearsonstore.com.

REVEL for Criminology 
Today, Ninth Edition by 
Frank Schmalleger
Designed for the way today’s Criminal Justice students 
read, think and learn
REVEL offers an immersive learning experience that en-
gages students deeply, while giving them the flexibility to 
learn their way. Media interactives and assessments inte-
grated directly within the narrative enable students to delve 
into key concepts and reflect on their learning without 
breaking stride.

vxvii

REVEL seamlessly combines the full content of Pearson’s best-
selling criminal justice titles with multimedia learning tools. You 
assign the topics your students cover. Author Explanatory Vid-
eos, application exercises, and short quizzes engage students 
and enhance their understanding of core topics as they progress 
through the content.

Instead of simply reading about criminal justice topics, 
REVEL  empowers students to think critically about impor-
tant concepts by completing  application exercises, watching 
Point/ CounterPoint videos, and participating in shared writ-
ing (discussion board) assignments.

Track time-on-task throughout the course The Performance 
Dashboard allows you to see how much time the class or 
 individual students have spent reading a section or doing an as-
signment, as well as points earned per assignment. This data 
helps correlate study time with performance and provides a 
window into where students may be having difficulty with the 
material.

Learning Management System Integration REVEL offers a full 
integration to the Blackboard Learning Management System 
(LMS). Access assignments, rosters and resources, and synchro-
nize REVEL grades with the LMS gradebook. New direct, 

CourseConnect Online 
Course to Accompany 
Criminology Today, 9e
Criminology Today: An Integrative Introduction, 9e is supported by 
online course solutions that include interactive learning mod-
ules, a variety of assessment tools, videos, simulations, and cur-
rent event features. Go to www.pearsonhighered.com or 
contact your local representative for the latest information.

Watch  
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xviii

directly from their tablet or mobile device, offline and on-
line. Reminders and notifications can be set so you never miss 
a deadline. Work done on the REVEL app syncs up to the 
browser version, ensuring that no one misses a beat. Visit www 
.pearsonhighered.com/revel/

single sign-on provides access to all the immersive REVEL con-
tent that fosters student engagement.

The REVEL App The REVEL App further empowers stu-
dents to access their course materials wherever and whenever 
they want. With the REVEL App, students can access REVEL 
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