Co"ege Writing Skills
with Qeaclings

SEVENTH EDITION '




College Writing Skills with Readings

Seventh Edition

John Langan

Atlantic Cape Community College

9780073384085

% Higher Education

Boston Burr Ridge, IL  Dubugue, |A  Madison, WI  New York San Francisco St. Louis
Bangkok Bogota Caracas Kuala Lumpur Lisbon London Madrid Mexico City
Milan Montreal New Delhi Santiage Seoul Singapore Sydney Taipei Toronto



1o McGraw Hillcompanies
% Higher Education........

Published by McGraw-Hill, an imprint of The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. 1221 Avenue of the Americas, New
York, NY, 10020. Copyright © 2008. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or
distributed in any form or by any means, or stored in a database or retrieval system, without the prior written
consent of The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc., including, but not limited to, in any network or other electronic
storage or transmission, or broadcast for distance learning.

This book is printed on acid-free paper.

1234567890DOC/DOC0987

ISBN 978-0-07-338408-5 (student edition)

MHID 0-07-338408-9 (student edition)

ISBN 978-0-07-334393-8 (instructor's edition)

MHID 0-07-334393-5 (instructor's edition)

Editor in Chief: Emily Barrosse

Sponsoring Editor: John Kindler

Developmental Editor: Alyson Watts

Editorial Coordinator: Jesse Hassenger

Marketing Manager: Tamara Wederbrand

Production Editor: Karol Jurado

Production Service: Newgen—Austin

Project Manager: Shirley Michels

Manuscript Editor: Mary Ann Short

Photo Research: Emily Tietz

Media Project Manager: Ron Nelms, Jr.

Media Producer: Alex Rohrs

Production Supervisor: Tandra Jorgensen

Art Director: Jeanne M. Schreiber

Design Manager: Preston Thomas

Text Designer: Maureen McCutcheon

Cover Illustration: Tom White Illustrations

Composition: 11/13 Times by Newgen
Printing: 45# Pub Matte, R. R. Donnelley & Sons
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Langan, John
College writing skills with readings / John Langan.—7th ed.
p. cm.
Includes index.
ISBN-13: 978-0-07-338408-5 (alk. paper)
ISBN-10: 0-07-338408-9 (alk. paper)
1. English language—Rhetoric. 2. English language—Grammar. 3. College readers. I. Title.
PE1408.1.3178 2008
808'.042—dc22
2007022814
The Internet addresses listed in the text were accurate at the time of publication. The inclusion of a Web site does
not indicate an endorsement by the authors or McGraw-Hill, and McGraw-Hill does not guarantee the accuracy
of the information presented at these sites.
www.mhhe.com



Praise for the Langan series

“There can be: mo clegitimate ~comparison \between:John angan’'s: McGraw-Hill developmental
composition text series and any other texts available. Other texts are simply not as clear, precise,
interesting, or comprehensive.”

—Candace C. Mesa, Dixie College

“John Langan's pedagogical approach makes all kinds of sense to me. The emphasis on reading and
structured writing provides students with a solid foundation in composition.”

—KTristine Anderson, Riverside Community College

“The writing style, tone, and level are perfect for my target student audience: the explanations are
clear, the reading choices are varied and thought-provoking, and the amount of examples and
exercises is just enough to help students but not so much that they feel overwhelmed.”

—Marcie Sims, Green River Community College

“The down-to-earth, believable student samples demonstrate the process of writing absolutely
clearly, from a simple prewriting effort into a finished product. A student can identify not only with
the content but see concrete examples of the process of writing.”

—~Gloria Jean Kirby, Lincoln Land Community College

“I appreciate the concise and clear presentation of grammar and the grammar review tests. Students
have ample examples, yet the grammar pages don't overtake the text.”

—Lisa Windham, McLennan Community College

“Langan does a wonderful job of reflecting the nontraditional as well as the traditional student, and
of providing readings that appeal to a diverse audience.”

—Pamela Arlov, Macon State College
“The Langan books truly provide the clearest explanations of grammar rules.”

—Lisa Moreno, Los Angeles Trade Technical College



T8i liéu chi xem duoc mbt sb trang déu. Vui I6ng download file gbc dé xem toan bé céc trang

vi



About the Author

John Langan has taught reading and writing at Atlantic Cape Community College near Atlantic
City, New Jersey, for more than 25 years. The author of a popular series of college textbooks on both
writing and reading, John enjoys the challenge of developing materials that teach skills in an
especially clear and lively way. Before teaching, he earned advanced degrees in writing at Rutgers
University and in reading at Rowan University. He also spent a year writing fiction that, he says, “is
now at the back of a drawer waiting to be discovered and acclaimed posthumously.” While in school,
he supported himself by working as a truck driver, a machinist, a battery assembler, a hospital
attendant, and an apple packer. John now lives with his wife, Judith Nadell, near Philadelphia. In
addition to his wife and Philly sports teams, his passions include reading and turning on nonreaders
to the pleasure and power of books. Through Townsend Press, his educational publishing company,
he has developed the nonprofit “Townsend Library”—a collection of more than 50 new and classic
stories that appeal to readers of any age.

vii



T8i liéu chi xem duoc mbt sb trang déu. Vui I6ng download file gbc dé xem toan bé céc trang

viii



Table of Contents

To the Instructor xvii
PART 1: ESSAY WRITING 1
1: An Introduction to Writing 4
Point and Support 5
Structure of the Traditional Essay 8
Benefits of Writing the Traditional Essay 13
Writing as a Skill 13
Writing as a Process of Discovery 14
Writing as a Way to Communicate with Others 15
Keeping a Journal 16

Tips on Using a Computer 17
Review Activities 19
Using This Text 22

2: The Writing Process 24
Prewriting 25
Writing a First Draft 33
Revising 35
Editing 37
Review Activities 40

3: The First and Second Steps in Essay Writing 51
Step 1: Begin with a Point, or Thesis 52

Step 2: Support the Thesis with Specific Evidence 57
Practice in Advancing and Supporting a Thesis 63

4: The Third Step in Essay Writing 79
Step3: Organize and Connect the Specific Evidence 80
Introductions, Conclusions, and Titles 89
Practice in Organizing and Connecting Specific Evidence 97

5: The Fourth Step in Essay Writing 105
Revising Sentences 106
Editing Sentences 124
Practice in Revising Sentences 127

6: Four Bases for Revising Essays 139

Base 1: Unity 140



Base 2: Support

Base 3: Coherence

Base 4: Sentence Skills

Practice in Using the Four Bases

PART 2: PATTERNS OF ESSAY DEVELOPMENT
7: Introduction To Essay Development

8: Description
Reading: Lou's Place, by Beth Johnson

9: Narration
Reading: The Yellow Ribbon, by Pete Hamill

10: Exemplification
Reading: Dad, by Andrew H. Malcolm

11: Process
Reading: How to Do Well On A Job Interview, by Glenda Davis

12: Cause and Effect
Reading: Taming the Anger Monster, by Anne Davidson

13: Comparison and Contrast
Reading: Born to Be Different?, by Camille Lewis

14: Definition
Reading: Television Addiction, by Marie Winn

15: Division and Classification
Reading: Wait Divisions, by Tom Bodett

16: Argument
Reading: Ban The Things. Ban Them All., by Molly Ivins

PART 3: SPECIAL SKILLS
17: Taking Essay Exams

18: Writing a Summary

19: Writing a Report

20: Writing a Résumé and Cover Letter
21: Using the Library and the Internet

22: Writing a Research Paper

PART 4: HANDBOOK OF SENTENCE SKILLS
GRAMMAR

144
147
150
154

168
170

178
188

202
212

222
232

243
251

264
272

287
298

311
320

330
339

349
362

374
376

385

397

402

408

422

446
448



23: Subjects and Verbs

24: Fragments

25: Run-ons..

26: Regular and Irregular Verbs

27: Subject-Verb Agreement

28: Additional Information about Verbs

29: Pronoun Agreement and Reference

30: Pronoun Types
31: Adjectives and Adverbs
32: Misplaced Modifiers

33: Dangling Modifiers

MECHANICS

33: Manuscript Form

34: Capital Letters

35: Numbers and Abbreviations
PUNCTUATION

36: Apostrophe

37: Quotation Marks

38: Comma

39: Other Punctuation Marks
WORD USE

40: Spelling Improvement

41: Commonly Confused Words

42: Effective Word Choice

43: Editing Tests

44: ESL Pointers

PART 5: READINGS FOR WRITERS

Introduction to The Readings

Xi

449

455

469

482

492

498

503

509

516

522

526

532

533

536

544

548

549

556

565

575

580

581

587

597

604

618

634
636



Looking Inward
Three Passions, by Bertrand Russell
Shame, by, Dick;Gregory...,.. +:
I Became Her Target, by Roger Wilkins
Smash Thy Neighbor, by John McMurtry
A Hanging, by George Orwell

Observing Others
A Legendary Moment, by Haven Kimmel
The Professor Is a Dropout, by Beth Johnson
The Monster, by Deems Taylor

What’s Wrong with Schools? Teacher Plays Student, Learns to Lie and
Cheat, by Casey Banas

Propaganda Techniques in Today’s Advertising, by Ann McClintock
Confronting Problems

Bombs Bursting in Air, by Beth Johnson

Here's To Your Health, by Joan Dunayer

Sleeping Your Way to the Top, by Sora Song

How to Make It In College, Now That You're Here, by Brian O'Keeney

College Lectures: Is Anybody Listening?, by David Daniels

Seven Ways to Keep The Peace at Home, by Daniel A. Sugarman

In Praise of the F Word, by Mary Sherry

Is Sex all That Matters?, by Joyce Garity
A Scary Time to Raise a Daughter, by Steve Lopez

READING COMPREHENSION CHART
Appendix A: A Writer’s Journal
Credits

Index

Xii

641

641

645

653

660

669

678

678

683

693

700

706

715

715

723

729

734

743

750

761

767

775

781

783

785

787



To the Instructor

College Writing Skills with-Readings=is @ rhetoric with-readings-that will-help 'students master the
traditional five-paragraph essay and variations of this essay. It is a very practical book with a number
of unique features designed to aid instructors and their students.

Key Features of the Book

» Four principles are presented as keys to effective writing. These four principles—unity,
support, coherence, and sentence skills—are highlighted on the inside back cover and reinforced
throughout the book.

Part One focuses on the first three principles and to some extent on sentence skills.

Parts Two and Three show, respectively, how the four principles apply in the different patterns
of essay development and in specialized types of writing.

Part Four serves as a concise handbook of sentence skills.

Finally, the professional readings in Part Five are followed by questions and assignments that
encourage students to apply the four principles in a variety of well-developed essays.

The ongoing success of College Writing Skills with Readings is evidence that the four principles
are easily grasped, remembered, and followed by students.

« Writing is treated as a process. The first chapter introduces writing as both a skill and a process
of discovery. The second chapter, “The Writing Process,” explains and illustrates the sequence of
steps in writing an effective essay. In particular, the chapter focuses on prewriting and revision as
strategies to use with any writing assignment. Detailed suggestions for prewriting and revision
then accompany many of the writing assignments in Part Two.

* Activities and assignments are numerous and varied. For example, Part One contains more
than 90 activities to help students apply and master the
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four principles, or bases, of effective writing. The entire book has over 250 activities and tests. A
variety of writing assignments follow each pattern of essay development in Part Two and each
reading inrPagt, Five.,Some topics are: highly, structured; for students, whoe-are,still learning the
steps in the writing process; others are open-ended. Instructors thus have the option of selecting
those assignments most suited to the individual needs of their students.

* Clear thinking is stressed throughout. This emphasis on logic starts with the opening pages of
the book. Students are introduced to the two principles that are the bedrock of clear thinking:
making a point and providing support to back up that point. The focus on these principles then
continues throughout the book, helping students learn that clear writing is inseparable from clear
thinking.

* The traditional essay is emphasized. Students are asked to write formal essays with an
introduction, three supporting paragraphs, and a conclusion. Anyone who has tried to write a
solidly reasoned essay knows how much work is involved. A logical essay requires a great deal
of mental discipline and close attention to a set of logical rules. Writing an essay in which there
is an overall thesis statement and in which each of the three supporting paragraphs begins with a
topic sentence is more challenging for many students than writing a free-form or expressive
essay. The demands are significant, but the rewards are great.

At the same time that students learn and practice the rules of the five-paragraph essay,
professional essays representing the nine patterns of development show them variations possible
within the essay form. These essays provide models if instructors decide that their students will
benefit from moving beyond the traditional essay form.

* Lively teaching models are provided. The book includes two high-interest student essays and
one engaging professional essay with each chapter in Part Two. Students then read and evaluate
these essays in terms of the four bases: unity, support, coherence, and sentence skills. Instructors
can also refer their students to appropriate essays from the collection of professional readings in
Part Five. After reading vigorous papers by other students as well as papers by professional
authors and experiencing the power that good writing can have, students will be encouraged to
aim for a similar honesty, realism, and detail in their own work.

» The book is versatile. Since no two people use an English text in exactly the same way, the
material has been organized in a highly accessible manner. Each of the five parts of the book
deals with a distinct area of writing. Instructors can therefore turn quickly and easily to the skills
they want to present.
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* Nineteen professional essays appear in Part Five. These essays, like the nine professional
readings in Part Two, deal with both contemporary and timeless concerns. They will stimulate
lively class:discussionssand-individual:thought, as,well as serve as-a-rich: source,of material for a
wide range of writing assignments.

Part Five has three special features. First is the emphasis placed on helping students become
stronger readers. An introductory section offers tips on effective reading, and questions after each
selection help students practice skills in both reading comprehension and critical thinking. A
second feature of Part Five is a set of questions about structure and technique so that students can
analyze and learn from a writer's craft in developing an essay. Finally, a series of writing
assignments include suggestions and guidelines that will help students think about and proceed
with an assignment.

Changes in the Seventh Edition
Here is an overview of what is new in the seventh edition of the book:

« Among several changes in this seventh edition is its new, more contemporary design. The
enhanced four-color design adds visual appeal for students while highlighting key material for
them and helping them make connections and find the information they need.

* Over 70 images have been added throughout the text. Because today's students respond so
readily to visual images, and must learn to evaluate such images critically, this text features more
than seventy new images, each chosen and used for a pedagogical purpose.

v Every part now opens with an image (or images) accompanied by a writing prompt that
introduces students to the lessons that section of the text will cover.

v Every chapter in Parts One through Three opens with a compelling visual or visuals, all
of which are accompanied by writing prompts related to the particular chapter. In addition,
every section in Part Four features a visual opener with accompanying writing prompt.

v Part Five, Readings for Writers, now includes writing prompts for featured images,
which are linked thematically to the readings.

* Key features have been added to make the book easier to use for instructors and students.

v Every part and chapter now opens with an outline of its contents, preparing students for
the lessons to follow.
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v Tip, Hint, and Explanation Boxes throughout the text offer advice about grammar rules,
hints for students on how to complete selected activities, and explanations of why the answers
to sample:activities-are cOrrect. /=g -

v Marginal technology icons have been simplified to include just one easily recognizable
icon directing students to the book's Online Learning Center, where they can find expanded
coverage of a particular topic or hone their skills through completing additional exercises.

v A new Collaborative Learning icon highlights all student activities that can be assigned
as collaborative activities, either in or outside of class.

v Teaching Tips are available in the margins throughout the Annotated Instructor's
Edition.
v ESL Tips, which offer specific advice for instructing multilingual writers, are also

featured in the margins of the Annotated Instructor's Edition.

* New checklists reinforce the importance of the four bases during revision. Every chapter in
Part Two: Patterns of Essay Development now features a specialized checklist of the four bases
that students can use when revising essays written in the different patterns of development. Each
checklist is tailored to the particular pattern of writing the students are working on in that chapter.

* The book features two new readings. Chosen for their appeal and relevance to today's students,
these new essays address the effects of sleep deprivation and what to do about it and the
increasing amount of sexuality in the media that is targeted at teens.

« A new appendix, “A Writer's Journal,” has been added to encourage students to keep a writing
journal and to give them room to start recording ideas.

Helpful Learning Aids Accompany the Book

Supplements for Instructors

. The Annotated Instructor's Edition (ISBN 0-07-334393-5) consists of the student text
complete with answers to all activities and tests, followed by an Instructor's Guide featuring
teaching suggestions and a model syllabus. The Annotated Instructor's Edition of College
Writing Skills with Readings also includes three diagnostic or achievement tests: two 40-
question tests
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(A and B), and, for added flexibility, a single 60-question test (C) derived from tests A and B.
These tests, along with their scoring keys, are included in print form in the back of the book.
The tests:are, also--available-via.the, College: Writing- Skills .with:Readings,Online Learning
Center (www.mhhe.com/langan). Instructors directing students to take the tests online can
have students’ scores and assessments e-mailed to them directly. (Students taking these tests
will receive their final scores and an assessment, but not the correct answers to individual
responses.)

. An Online Learning Center (www.mhhe.com/langan) offers a host of instructional

aids and additional resources for instructors, including a comprehensive computerized test bank,
the Instructor's Manual and Test Bank, online resources for writing instructors, and more.

. PageOut helps instructors create graphically pleasing and professional Web pages for
their courses, in addition to providing classroom management, collaborative learning, and
content management tools. PageOut is FREE to adopters of McGraw-Hill textbooks and
learning materials. Learn more at www.mhhe.com/pageout.

. The McGraw-Hill Virtual Workbook offers interactive activities and exercises that
reinforce the skills students learn in Part Four of College Writing Skills with Readings.
Authored by Donna T. Matsumoto, Leeward Community College, and powered by Quia, each
interactive, Web-based activity corresponds to a key section or chapter in Part Four, giving
students additional opportunities for practice in grammar, punctuation, and mechanics. This
online workbook is supported by a powerful array of Web-based instructor's tools, including an
automated online gradebook.

Supplements for Students

. An Online Learning Center (www.mhhe.com/langan) includes self-correcting
exercises, writing activities for additional practice, a PowerPoint grammar tutorial, guides to
doing research on the Internet and avoiding plagiarism, useful Web links, and more.

. The McGraw-Hill Virtual Workbook offers interactive activities and exercises that
reinforce the skills students learn in Part Four of College Writing Skills with Readings.
Authored by Donna T. Matsumoto, Leeward Community College, and powered by Quia, each
interactive, Web-based activity corresponds to a key section or chapter in Part Four, giving
students additional opportunities for practice in grammar, punctuation, and mechanics.
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Dictionary and Vocabulary Resources

. Random House Webster's Cbllege Dibtionaiy (1SBN>0'-AO7-2‘40011-0)' ‘This authoritative
dictionary includes over 160,000 entries and 175,000 definitions. The most commonly used
definitions are always listed first, so students can find what they need quickly.

. The Merriam-Webster Dictionary (ISBN 0-07-310057-9) Based on the best-selling
Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, the paperback dictionary contains over 70,000
definitions.

. The Merriam-Webster Thesaurus (ISBN 0-07-310067-6) This handy paperback
thesaurus contains over 157,000 synonyms, antonyms, related and contrasted words, and
idioms.

. Merriam-Webster's Vocabulary Builder (ISBN 0-07-310069-2) This handy paperback
introduces 3,000 words, and includes quizzes to test progress.

. Merriam-Webster's Notebook Dictionary (ISBN 0-07-299091-0) An extremely concise
reference to the words that form the core of English vocabulary, this popular dictionary,
conveniently designed for three-ring binders, provides words and information at students’
fingertips.

. Merriam-Webster's Notebook Thesaurus (ISBN 0-07-310068-4) Conveniently designed
for three-ring binders, this thesaurus helps students search for words they might need today. It
provides concise, clear guidance for over 157,000 word choices.

. Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary and Thesaurus, Electronic Edition (ISBN 0-
07-310070-6) Available on CD-ROM, this online dictionary contains thousands of new words
and meanings from all areas of human endeavor, including electronic technology, the sciences,
and popular culture.

You can contact your local McGraw-Hill representative or consult McGraw-Hill's Web site at
www.mhhe.com/english for more information on the supplements that accompany College
Writing Skills with Readings, Seventh Edition.
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