
Name:____________________________________ Period:_________ Date:___________ 
 

California 
Gold Rush 

 

Introduction: In the early 1840s, California was a distant outpost 

that only a handful of Americans had seen. Due to John Marshall 

discovering gold at Sutter’s Mill creating the “gold fever” for 

everyone around the world. The California gold rush was the largest 

mass migration in American history since it brought about 300,000 

people to California.  

 

A.) In the midst of the United States fulfilling its Manifest Destiny, 

how does California become part of the United States? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

B.) Why were people moving out west to begin with? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

Directions: In your small groups, you will be moving to each station 

around the room. At each station you must read the document 

provided. After completing that, you must answer the questions that 

follow in complete sentences and with as much detail as possible. At 

each station you will be looking at different aspects of the Gold 

Rush and how it affected the United States and its citizens.  



 
 

STATION ONE:  
CATCHING THE FEVER 

 
1. IN YOUR OWN WORDS, EXPLAIN WHAT PRESIDENT POLK IS SAYING. 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

2. WHAT DOES THE LAST QUOTE TELL YOU ABOUT THE SACRIFICE AND RISK OF 

WHAT PEOPLE WERE WILLING TO GIVE? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

3. DUE TO THE ENTHUSIASM OF THIS LAST QUOTE AND THE ADVERTISEMENTS 

FOUND IN NEWSPAPERS, what impact do you think these had on people 

living in the east? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 



 
STATION TWO:  

TRAVELING TO THE GOLD 

COUNTRY 

1. In a brief summary, what three ways did adventurers hope to reach 

California?  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What difficulties or risks did each route face? Which route had the 

most advantages to it and why? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

3. If you had to choose one route, which would it be and why? Give 

examples and be as specific as possible! 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 
 



 

  STATION THREE:  
LIFE IN THE GOLD COUNTRY 

 

1. IN THE FIRST PARAGRAPH, THE AUTHOR SUGGESTS THAT CALIFORNIA’S 

EXPERIENCE WITH THE GOLD RUSH IS UNIQUE FOR TWO REASONS. WHAT ARE 

THEY? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

2. HOW WERE THE LIVES OF WOMEN DIFFERENT IN CALIFORNIA THAN BACK IN 

THE EAST? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

3. THE AUTHOR STATES THAT THE “CLASS SOCIETY OF THE EAST WAS GONE” 

AND IT WAS “ENTIRELT FREE MARKET AND OPPORTUNITY WAS EVERYWHERE”. 

WHAT DOES HE MEAN BY THIS? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 



 

  
STATION FOUR:  

T0O LATE? TOO BAD! 
 

1. IN WHAT WAYS HAD THE ENVIRONMENT IN CALIFORNIA CHANGED BY MID-

1849? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

2. IMAGINE YOU ARE A PIONEER WHO ARRIVED IN CALIFORNIA IN 1850. MOST OF THE 

GOLD HAS BEEN TAKEN AND YOU ARE HAVING NO LUCK ACCOMPLISHING YOUR 

DREAM. MANY OF YOUR FRIENDS ARE HEADING BACK, BUT YOU DECIDE TO STAY. 

WRITE A LETTER BACK HOME EXPLAINING WHY YOU ARE STAYING IN CALIFORNIA. 

INCLUDE YOUR HOPE, OPTIMISM, AND SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT THAT 

SUPPORTS YOUR ANSWER.  

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 



 

  
STATION FIVE: 

AN EQUAL RUSH FOR ALL? 

 
1. OTHER THAN AMERICANS, WHAT OTHER CULTURES PARTICIPATED IN THE 

GOLD RUSH? WHY DID AMERICANS BEGIN TO RESENT THEM? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

2. WHAT ETHNIC GROUP DID NOT thrive SO WELL AS A RESULT OF THE GOLD 

RUSH? WHAT HAPPENED? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Explain why miners felt that using slaves to help mine for gold 

was cheating. 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 



 

  STATION SIX: 

SAN FRANCISCO AND 
CALIFORNIA POPULATION 

GROWTH: 
1. WHAT CONCLUSIONS CAN YOU DRAW REGARDING POPULATION NUMBERS 

BEFORE 1850? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Due to the gold rush, how did the population of California change 

from 1850-1880? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What conclusion can you draw about the significance of san 

Francisco to California history? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Closure Activity: 

 
Now that you have learned what the gold rush entailed, explain the 

positive and negatives of it. Give examples from what you learned 

today. 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 


