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Upcoming Events

December

Thursday 13th: P&C Meeting 10:30am.

Friday 14th: Presentation Day 11:30am.
Wednesday 19th: Christmas Party, Santa visit 12:00pm.
Wednesday 19th: Last day for students.

If all my possessions were taken from
me with one exception, I would choose
to keep the power of communication,

for by it I would soon regain all the rest.

IELLETRY
Wednesday 30th: Students return for 2019.

Getting our Groove On! T, P&C News

In recent weeks, the school has been fortunate enough to The recent P&C Annual General Meeting was held and a new

have some students from an elective dance class at Peel committee has been elected. The school community would like fo
High School come and work with all students on a take this opportunity to thank all outgoing members and executive
performance. Each week, the students are working on and all those who have confributed to the PSC throughout the year.
learning the moves and are having a lot of fun working with  We would like to welcome the new committee for 2019.

the girls. The performance will be flmed and screened at President: Robyn Hooke

Presentation Day on 14th December. A big thank you to Vice President: Bill Mounter

the students and their teacher for all of their hard work Secretary: Belinda Taylor

each week. On page three, you will find an Aided Language  Treasurer: Judy Smith

Display to support your discussions about dancing with

your child. It was great to see a number of parents and community members so
passionate about helping our school and our students.

Jane Farrall Speech Pathologist

This week, Bullimbal school was fortunate to secure the expertise
of Jane Farrall for 3 days to assist with the development of our
whole school literacy program.

Jane is a Speech Pathologist and special educator passionate
abouft Literacy and Augmentative and Alternative
Communication (AAC). Jane worked in classrooms with staff to
further develop a literacy framework providing best practice in
assessment and teaching and learning programs.

You will notice on page 2 of the newsletter some information from
her blog.
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Why do | believe in literacy for all? By Jane Farrall LEEJ

Let's imagine that you are a toddler. Someone says “I don't think xxx Is ever going to read.” And you don't. This is due fo a simple
cause and effect. You “arent capable” — so therefore people don't read books to you; they don't provide letters for you to play with;
they don't assume competence and attribute meaning when you scribble.

That statement made when you were a toddler now follows you at school, because by the fime you get to school you are well behind
the game. No-one has ever shown you what it is you can do with books — and so you ignore them. Or rip them for that lovely
sensory feedback. No-one has ever done incidental alphabet instruction — so you don’t know your letters. No-one has encouraged
you to do emergent writing — so you don’t have any sense of yourself as someone who could be a writer. Your initial school
assessment shows that you don’t have the “reading readiness” skills that the program they use at school needs — and so that
statement someone made when you were a tfoddler now turns into a fact. You don't learn to read. You don't get literacy instruction
because you don't have any of the baseline skills expected of you. When the other kids are learning to read and write, you do other
“life skills” while you miss out on one of the most important life skills there is.

With time, you become a “failure” at school. Then, when you leave school, you can’t participate in further education and, because
you aren't literate, you find it very hard to get a job. You are dependent on others for information and communication. Every time
you get a fext message, you need someone or something to read it out to you. You have a Facebook account — but you need to
wait until someone else can spare the time to help you read and write comments. And you don't ask often because it is
embarrassing. So when a party invitation gets sent to you, you don’t go because you don’t know about it. People stop asking and
you become more and more socially isolated.

And all of this because someone decided when you were young that you “couldn’t”.

If this had really happened to you, you wouldn’t be reading this blog post — or much else. And | hope you would be angry about it,
because you'd have every right to be very, very angry.

You might now be thinking that the world isn't this unfair. Or that this is a ridiculous scenario because it could never happen. But
unfortunately this happens every day. Every day, someone tells the parents of a toddler with a disability that they “can’t”. Every day
ateacher decides to work on other areas because a student with disabilities “can’t” or because they don’t demonstrate “reading
readiness”. Or a special education advisor recommends working on “functional literacy” because, in their opinion, a student with a
disability isn't capable of becoming fully literate. (And this last one is despite information summarised by Katims (2000) that
functional literacy programs have no literacy outcomes.)

And the fact that this happens for anyone makes me angry. It should make you angry too. It's not fair that people can change the
future for any individual by making a decision at an early age (or at any age) from a position of ignorance and bias. Because the
reality is that if we do GOOD literacy teaching at any age, every student can progress as a reader and writer.

So, what would happen if we all made the opposite statement? What would happen if we all agreed that every student was
capable of learning to read and write and that our job is fo provide GOOD literacy instruction for all? What if we realised that some
children come to school with no interest in books because no-one has ever shown them how cool books could be — and so we
realise that rather than saying they “aren’t ready” and moving them fo an alternative program, that instead we should provide them
with a great emergent literacy program which would give them the literacy opportunities and experiences that they haven't had up
until now? What if we realised that some students need more fime to become literate — and we didn’t give up tfeaching them just
because they had “failed” by our imposed timeline?

What is the worst that could happen if we all believed in literacy for all?

Maybe Tyson, who is currently 6 years old and shreds books, will leave school a fluent reader and writer.

Maybe Autumn, who is currently 8 years old and doesn’t yet know the alphabet, will leave school still an emergent reader and writer
- but with the many other benefits that participation in a good literacy program will give him. She will leave with an increased
vocabulary, attention span, joint attention, and an understanding of how print works, etc.

Maybe John, whois a 15 year old emergent reader and writer, will leave school reading at a Grade 1 level. The Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development tells us that a grade 1 reading level means you can participate in many daily literacy
tasks — which is an awesome outcome.

And | deliberately say maybe about each of these students because | just don't know how far they will go. The last 17 years of
teaching using balanced literacy instruction has taught me many things — and one of them is that | don't have a crystal ball and
many students achieve far more than their team originally thought they would. So, I just teach each and every individual the best
that | can — and | work to make sure that was well as GOOD balanced literacy instruction, they also get enough of it. Two hours
each school day.

And what | do most definitely know is that if we ever say a single individual “isnt capable” that this becomes a self-fulfilling
prophecy. As soon as we believe that they can’t, we change what we do with them — and as a result they don't. They don't learn fo
read and write. They don't get the other benefits of good literacy instruction. And we have decided that they will have a much less
positive future.

And so | continue fo believe in the words of David Yoder. “No student is “too anything” fo learn to read and write.” | can’t believe in
anything less and still sleep at night.

Y.y 4 Jane Farrall
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Class 1 News

In HSIE, Class 1are learning about Celebrations and special days in Australia. We learnt all about 'Clean Up
Australia Day' and the importance of recycling our rubbish. It was great fun o sort the rubbish into different
coloured bins.
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Class 2 News

"Forces With Jane". Class 2 have been having fun and learning about forces in Science lessons. Is hitting the
ball a push or a pull? What do you think?
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Class 3 News

Class 3 have been very busy learning and having lots of fun. In Mathematics we have been learning about
measurement. In class we made our own scales and weighed a variety of objects to see what things are heavy and
light. We have also been learning about water in science and spelling lots of words in colourful sand.
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Class 4 News

Class 4 have been lucky enough to recently work with Year 6 students from Hillvue Public School. Students
participated in a rotating garden/kitchen workshop. They made a pressed flower canvas in the garden and
cooked some delicious varieties of salads for all to enjoy with a fresh cooked Barbeque.
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FIONA’S MINI BUS RENTALS
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FIOhOi s Mini Bus Rentqls Tomworth
987 Armidale Road

Nemingha 2340

E: office@fionasminibuses.com.au

Bring the family along and join in
the fun and celebrations at the

Lighting

of the
Tamworth Community

Christmas Treg"

Thursday 6 December
6pm to 8.30pm Fitzroy Street

Featuring kids activities, giveaways, market stalls,
entertainment and a special visit from Santal

PLUS the winner of the Tamworth Business
Chamber’s ‘Think Local, Support Local’
retail promotion will be revealed!

For more information visit
destinationtamworth.com.au
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P/F: 6760 9084
M: 0427 428 911
M: 0427 609 084

ldven with dicability learm fo cwim

swimming is magic for 2
children with a disability
and they love it!

Aquatic Kids Qé_

Swim Academy

SkoolBag@W!

Don't forget to download our school's SkoolBag app to
ensure that you are kept in the loop on:

@ School newsletters @ Cancellations
@ Notices © Reminders
@ Events @ ..and more!

Just search for our school’s
INSTALLATION name in the App Store on your
INSTRUCTIONS phone and download our app!
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