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1. Introduction

You don’t have to know every single tool or item in Photoshop to become a good
designer. Of course, the more you know the better, but the most important is your
creativity. It’s all about playing with colors, layout, objects, etc. basically, everything
which a mind perceives. And in these series of MakeUseOf.com Photoshop Guides
you're going to learn the most crucial tools and tips to help yourself on the way to
becoming a Photoshop guru.

In this chapter of “An Idiot’'s Guide to Photoshop” we will go through some useful
tools and tips not mentioned in the first part (see “An /diot’s Guide to Photoshop” by
Karl L. Gechlik). You will learn how to use these important tools “on-the-go” and see
them in action.

While studying this Guide, | hope that you keep in mind everything you have learned
from the first part. The most important thing is that Photoshop is a layer-oriented
program - every new action creates a new layer.

So, let’s get started.

By the way, | really recommend using the latest version of Photoshop, not that I'm a
“latest-version-freak” of any software, but we're talking Photoshop here. | personally
use Adobe Photoshop CS4 and there /s a big difference.

Free your mind and start the program.

2. Opening a Digital Image/Photo in Photoshop

To open a photo from your hard drive, go to File->Open... or (Ctrl+0).

That’ll give you this dialogue box:
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Choose a photo from your collection. It'd be better to pick one where the face is in
high contrast with the background.

3. Changing/removing the Background

There are a few ways to change the background of an image. We will use the
Maghnetic Lasso tool.

3.1 Using the Magnetic Lasso tool

g:l Lazzo Tool L

'g:ﬂ Paolygonal Lasso Tool L
‘ |@ Magnetic Lasso Tool L

TN

Just below the Main Menu you will see these settings for the Magnetic Lasso tool.
You can play around with them, but for this time use the same | use:

¢ Laper  Select Alter  Anglpk 3D View  Window  Help

Now let’'s separate the background from our beautiful face.

With the Magnetic Lasso tool selected, draw the outlines of the part of the image you
want to separate from the background. Click once to define a starting point and when
you're done with the whole part click again to define the selection.

f
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The selection is never perfect though, so let’s use Refine Edge

‘ Feather: I 0px ¥ Anti-alias itidth; I Cpx Cantrasti I S0 Frequency: I 57 | l_qé’ ‘ Refine Edge...

| Aika-Zaika (96).jpg @ 36,7% (RGB/8) X
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5 ] TrueKolor.net E.Filmuwbaw*..com


http://www.truekolor.net/�

An Idiot’s Guide to Photoshop - Part Il

Once clicked on, you will see a dialog box like this:

A
RadiLis: L0 px
= Cancel |
Contrast: |D o Default |
G ¥ Preview
Smioath; |3 L W
O
Feather: 10 R
=0

Contract/Expand: I 0 %o

WPTETTE

% | Description

Press P bo taggle the preview of the edge refinements, Press F to
cycle through the prewview rodes, and ¥ to ternporarily wiews the
image,

If you have the Preview box checked, you will see all the changes “live” on your
image. Play around with the options until you are satisfied with your result then press
OK.

Now you have selected a specific part of the image. Let’s remove the background, or
in other words, let’s separate the highlighted part.

Just copy the selection (Ctrl+C) and then paste it (Ctrl+V). This will create new layer
with your selection.

;I Crpacity

| |Hormal | 1009 | »
Lock: [] & -+ @ Fill: | 1009 | * |

ﬂ TV MR TP S
6 | TrueKolor.net E!:me(w‘badu‘u.c m


http://www.truekolor.net/�

An Idiot’s Guide to Photoshop - Part Il

You can unlock the Background layer by double-clicking on the lock sign and pressing
OK, as you can see below.

LULRG ] T I‘IIIII J.I.ILI".i‘b"

Now your Background is a regular layer you can work with easily. Let’s paint it White.
Select the layer (click on it), get your Default colors on (press D), and use
(Ctrl+Backspace).

INormaI - Opaclty.lwu% b
Lock: [ & <+ & Fill: [ 1005 [+ |

H

_ I
= f 0 ® O & 3 .

4. How to Whiten Teeth?

Zoom in until you can see the teeth. Press Z or select the magnifying glass manually.

paryury
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In order to avoid touching other things than just those teeth (i.e. lips), we need to
make a selection. This time let’s use the Magic Wand Tool, an alternative to the
Lasso Tool we used previously.

4.1 Using the Magic Wand Tool

The Magic Wand Tool selects similar color tones in a layer.
To use the Magic Wand Tool, hit W on your keyboard or select it from the Tools:

Below the Main Menu you will see additional options for the Magic Wand Tool:

Layer Select Filter Analysis 30 View ‘Window Help

Fefine Edge... |

Set the Tolerance to 5 (the bigger a number, the wider your selection will be). Now
click on the teeth. Hold Shift while using the Wand to add parts to the selection.
Here’s what we came up with:

aleranced | § « Ant-allas v Contiguous anple AYars
d | Tal ¥ &nti-alias ¥ Conti I Sample AllL

1 ‘1, Ty MR ’ P
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4.2 Using the Dodge Tool

Next, select the Dodge Tool from the tools or just press O.

.\‘ [radge Tool

=
e Burn Towl o
f:; Sponge Tool o

Below the Main menu you can see additional options for the Dodge Tool.

|| Range: IHighIights ;I Exposure: n

Aika-Zaika .psd @ 104% (Layer 1, RGB/8) * x |Sikase

With the Dodge Tool selected, you can make the teeth lighter as if you were painting
them.

after

before

Deselect the teeth area Ctrl+D when you're done. That'’s just a simple use of Dodge
Tool, see how helpful it can be?

5. Using the Clone Tool

The Clone Tool is probably the most controversial in Photoshop, because it just
clones 100% of your selection. Let’s try it.

_4{/ 4
I = % Clome Starmp Tool I =S
_ 5% Pattern Starmp Tool <
&, H . R, (e, PP
TrueKolor.net 2 Mursvewur.CoM
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When using the Clone Tool, you first have to define a source. Hold the Alt key and
Left-click on the area you want to get cloned. As you hold the Alt key you will see an
aim sign instead of your mouse:

That will be our source for this tutorial.
Now, with our source defined, let’s create a new layer so that we don’t mess up the

original.

5.1 Creating a New Layer

To create a New Layer use one of the following techniques:

a) Go to Layer->New->Layer
b) Press Shift+Ctrl+N
c) Use the Create a new layer button

;I Cpaciby I 100%: [ ¥
Fill: | 1005 [ + |

|Create a new laver |

We now have a new layer called Layer 2 and source point to use with the Clone Tool.
As you paint now, you can see that you're drawing exactly what you have previously
selected as source:

[ 4
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Now think about what you can do with the Clone Tool.

6. Using the Gradient Tool

Let’'s add some gradient to the background. Choose the Gradient Tool from the Tools
menu.
i

=

|& I_|] Gradient Tool I 3
Q
e

n & Paint Buck.et Tool 3

| ol
[ A A A A

[T

Use the top-right menu to edit the gradient, as shown below.

dit Image Layer Select Fiter Analysis 300 Wiew  Window  Help

| |- - ‘ ﬁnn:n | Made: INc\rmal ;I Opacity: I 100% | ¢ | I™ Rewerse [# Dither [ Transparency

ika-Zaika .p{Click to edit the gradient |GB/8) X
7]

Tz Tc LE] =
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_lolx
— Presets P ITI
- Cancel |
/ Loadl... |
Save... |
Marre: ITWD Color =1
™ Gradient Type: | Solid -
Smoothness: (100 | » | %
) L)
m 0
Stops
Dipacity: I:IZ‘ % Location; I % Delete |
Caolor: I:lm Location: I Y Delete |
[z

We need to choose at least two colors to make a gradient. By default they are black
and white as you see on the image. Click on the lower black square on the left and
select a new color/

Cpacity; I:III %  Location: I % Dielata |
CDIDr:fiE Locatior: I % Delata |

Then do the same with the white square (highlighted in blue). To define a new color,
press anywhere on the gradient map. Once you’re done, press OK.

Make sure that the background layer (Layer O) is active. Click and hold the left mouse
button where you want the gradient started, stretch it until the end point and release
the mouse.

ﬂ TV IR Sy
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| @l @l W=

Note: play around with the different directions of your gradient to see other results.

7. Adding effects like Outer Glow, Inner Glow and Color Overlay

Let’s draw a sun in the sky.

First off, get rid of the cloned face we drew. We don’t need it. Just delete that layer
(Layer 2) by pressing right-click and choosing Delete Layer:

H o A t.; =
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INurmaI ;I Opacity

Lock: [ & b & Fill: n

- -
Layer Properties. ..

|§ |§ Layer 1 Blending Opkions. ..
Edit fdjustment, .,

~1E] i L 0
|_ S Cuplicate Laver. ..

Delete Layver

Convert ko Smart Objeck

Rasterize Laver

Enable Layer Mask
Disable Weckor Mask
Create Clipping Mask,

Now create and select a new layer for the sun.

To make a circle we will use Elliptical Marquee Tool:

1
M |
777 m ¢ Rectangular Marquee Tool il
L—a | R
P | .:":] Elliptical Marquee Taal | M
_:(_\‘ =-a Simgle Row Marquee Tool

4 i Single Colurnn Marques Tool

e

First paint it in white. Use Fill Tool, making sure that the foreground color is set to
white:

e T
TrueKolor.net EF'_]lndl(e “.,ea?.eﬁm
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Deselect it. Now we will add some effects and make it look like a cartoon sun.
Right-click on the layer where our sun is, and choose Blending Options:

INDrmaI ;I Opacit'g,r:l 100%: | *

Lock: [ & 4 & Fill: | 1005 | * |
®

Layer Properties. ..

i |

Blending Opkions. ..

Edit Adjustment, .

i)

Duplicate Laver. .,
Delete Layver

Convert ko Smart Objeck

Fasterize Layver

Enable Layer Mask
Disable Weckor Mask
Create Clipping Mask,

Limk Lavers

That’ll give you this dialog box:

Layer Style 3 x|
B =i |
LR A
Elending Dgtians: Difaull Elind Mada: m Cancel I
[ Diop Shiadout RN m - e Styls..,
I Innar Shadow
re o = Advaneed Blending b Presien
Fll Opaily: e [1
LA oo chwesti: PR F s Fe .
[ Buval and Emboz koot [rome 5]
™ Catonn [T Blend Irhedor Efecs a Group
I Tedure ¥ Blend Chpped Lapes as Group
¥ Teansparerscy Shaped Laver
I 4tin I Luyer Mtk Hiskes Eifcts
I coder Cremlay [T Westor Mash Hides Effcts
I~ Gradieet Duirluy ered IF: m
[ Rattern Owerlay
Thit Layer: ] e

™ Siroke

l! s

Lrederhying Layers (-] o]

I —=

o é

. o
TrueKolor.net EEHIQK&?PE' Ur.COIM
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Here we will use Outer Glow, Inner Glow and Color Overlay. Copy my parameters.

Layer Style 3

S

Blerding Optiora: Defusk
™ Cre Shedaw

T Irreer Shadoy

™ Crter Glow

™ Trever Gl

I™ Eewel and Embeas

™ Condouwr

I Teshare
T Sl
Ecseortie |
T Gradent Croarday
I Pallérr il
T roka

b

Bercdng Optiona: Defask
™ Crep Shadew

T Irees Shadeny

I Irewr Glow

T Beved ansd Enikezas

I Contour

I Tashure
I salin
F Cobor Sverlay
I Grodant Crvalay
I 2allérn Crwarlay
T Stroks

E
Eferding Opliora: Dafusk
™ Crop Shadow

™ Inrwer Shadoss

F nter (o

& Tnnar Glaw

™ Bevel and Enboas

[ Contow

[~ Temhre
| =t
F Color Cverlay
I Sradiend Creeray
I Patlern Creerlay
I Srcka

— Color Orerlay

Bhendboder g = |

= T ppe— ] )

=]

Canced

Flruclura

B biodet [oreen -]
Pty — [ %
e —————=- ... L S

il B SRR

Tdﬂullm—ll
Spraad ey p—— rﬂ_“
s — M EL] =)

— Quality

¥ Peeviaw

— Cmter Glaw

R 00 [ %
R ey [ o

You have just added a sun to your picture!

TrueKolor.net

— ' -
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8. Creating simple cloud effects on a background

Select your background layer (Layer O) and go to Filter->Render->Clouds. You'll end
up with a pretty scary background like this:

|Marmal = | Opacity | 100%
lock: [ » @ FiII:

|i I:I Layer 2 _f.\: :A!-

% Effects

@ Outer Glow
B Inner Glow
& Color Owerlay

To give it realistic colors, use the tool with different foreground/background colors, or
change Hue/Saturation.

9. Using Hue/Saturation

With our background selected, go to Image->Adjustments->Hue/Saturation or press
Ctrl+U.

RO T
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http://www.truekolor.net/�

18

An Idiot’s Guide to Photoshop - Part Il

x
Preset: |Custom H =
Cancel
— | Master j I
Hue: 193
_:—:F
Saturation: I 54
*
Lightness: +43
?I
@Cglurize
G A X2 ¥ Preview

Make sure you check the Colorize box. Then change the Hue/Saturation/Lightness as
shown above. Play around with those if you want to see how it works.

Easy and pretty, right?

TrueKolor.net

- . N
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10. Adding a tattoo to your photo

Ever thought of having a tattoo but kind of unsure how it'd look like? Try it virtually!

First, select the Text Tool. Choose a nice font, black color and write “tattoo”:

W Color Cwerla

= fx O @,

You need to Rasterize the text layer (convert it to bitmap data) to make it
transformable. Select the layer “tattoo”, right-click on it and select Rasterize Type:

| Layer 2 fx *—'F;" -

B Effects Laver Properties. ..
@ Outer Glow  Blending Options. ..

B Inner Glow Duplicate Layer. ..
B Color Owerla Delete Laver

Convert to Smart Objeck

@

tattoo

Limk Layers
= ﬁ Laver 1 Select Linked Layers
& "‘?k | Layern Select Similar Layers

Create Wark Path
Convert ko Shape

Horizontal
Wertical

Now our text is a regular non-editable object. Click Ctrl+T, or right-click on the image
with the Marquee Tool selected and select Free Transform:

: j, T AR T * o o
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Laver Properties. ..
Blending Opkions. ..

Duplicake Layver. ..

Delete Layer

Convert ko Smart Object

Rasterize Laver

ransform

Color Range...
Load Selection, ..
Reselect

Rotate it until it looks like it’s really on the skin:

TrueKolor.net

Lock: [ & 4+ @ Fill
|§ Layer 2 f# *J
% Effects
B Ouber Glow
W Inner Glow

@ Color Owerlay

_l tattoo

ﬁ Layer 1

@ 9 @

|

=

Lawyer 0

[ migke

4
vewuUT. WU

B L
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Now let’s add some details. Create a new layer and select the Brush Tool. Right-click
on the image to see the Brush Tool menu:

Mazter Diameter I 29 px 0]
: ! al
Use Sample Siza |
Hardress:
112 134

Sy
et oo

Choose a Brush type that you like. For the purpose of this tutorial, I've chosen the
star. With the new layer (Layer 3) selected, draw some stars near “tattoo” and set the
Opacity of that layer to the same value as the “tattoo” layer:

¥

I—
74

w| %
192

.1

: j, T AR T * o o
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| Layer 2

a Cuter Gle
W Inner e
W Color O

o _l Layer 2

takboo

ﬂ_ Layer 1

e I_ Layer 0

11. Using Custom Shapes

Select the Custom Shape Tool from the Tools menu.

Al

> o

&= [ Rectangle Tool

(.';—hl_, = Founded Rectangle Tool
(' Ellipse Tool

t:"hd D Palygon Taoaol

"i'-'} ‘\ Lime Tool

C\ | V\;;! Cuztorn Shape Toal |

(B G Cl e i (e

Let’s add a white bird to our image. As you have selected the Shape Tool, you will see
additional Options appear just below the Main menu:

Analysic 30 Wiew  Window  Help

::I \I}' Shape:| — ||j__'|.l" o) i

4

:ﬂ Style: E - | Calor: :_l

Set your color to white and click on Shape. This will give you the Shapes dialog box:

22| TrueKolor.net EE'_Jmu-\’wwaf.uam
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__.--'_,".:-"'
—_—

HE
NG aicabalh /

Ot

o X% X

FFN
XA

2

»
®
>

D
X

Click on the arrow icon in upper-right side for additional preset selections, and
choose “All”.

» A

]

Rename Shape,
Delete Shape

Texk Cnly

Small Thurnbnail
v Large Thumbnail

Small Lisk

Large Lisk

-
5K | e
s

Reset Shapes. ..
Load shapes. ..
Save shapes. ..
Replace Shapes. ..

all
Animals

"\, I ,-“I Brrows

A dialog box will pop up asking if you want to replace current shapes with shapes
from the “All” category. Press OK. That’ll show you all default shapes you currently
have installed. Choose the bird shape and draw it on your image. When you use
Shape Tool a new layer is created automatically.

g |
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12. How to make an image Black and White?

If you want the whole image in Black and White you first have to flatten all layers. Go
to Layer->Flatten image.

Now making it Black and White is a piece of cake. Just go to Image->Adjustments->
Desaturate or click (Shift+Ctrl+U).

Lock: [ &+

L

Note: if you want to make a photo Black and White without any amendments
(creating any new layers) you can also go to Image-> Adjustments-> Desaturate
or click (Shift+Ctrl+U), without Flattening the image.

13. How to make a Reflection?

Let’s forget about our beautiful girl, and learn how to make a reflection of an object.

Create a new workspace. Keep the background white. Set Foreground color to red.
Then choose the Text tool, set font to Impact and size to 36 pt. Now write some text
like “TrueKolor”:

H z af:\,ﬁ o=
24| TrueKolor.net E.Filmuwvaw..ébm
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TrueKolor

Duplicate your text layer and select the original layer:

LAYERS ATHS

|Nnrmal | - I Opacity: [ 100% | I

Leck: (] .+ @ Fil:| 100% » |
|§ Truekolor copy

|_ Fackgroundg’ £

That layer will be our reflection.

With the original layer selected, choose the Move Tool (V) and bring it below the
duplicate like this:

TrueKolor
TrueKolor

Rasterize the original layer and select Free transform by pressing Ctrl+T. Press right-
click over your working area and select flip vertically:

1 o
25| TrueKolor.net E!:me(ww&m.c m
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TrueKolor

Free Transform

Srale
Rokate
Skew
Distart
Perspective
Warp

Rotate 150°
Roktate 20° CW
Rokate 20° CCW

Flip Horizonkal

Flip Wertical
T —

Press Enter to apply changes. We've got our reflection in the right spot. Now set the
opacity of your reflection layer to 25.

TrueKolor

Choose the Eraser Tool (E), set your brush to Soft Round and its opacity to 70.

L7+ | Brush: :5 = [Mode: |Brush | = | Opacity: 'lzu_%__l_J Flow: | 100%  * I _%-\ |" Erase to Histary
Master Diarnetar i 45 px | 0
= al
Hardness: | 0% |
—
e
. - L k)
17 21 27 =
45 |
— B _| Saft Round 45 pixels |
100 200 =00
A
- |

Now delete a bit more than a half of the reflection layer, starting from the bottom:

;q ™ = 2 -1 =
26| TrueKolor.net E.Fill‘nul(ﬁii‘av‘a‘:.c m
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TrueKolor

Although it’s probably the easiest example of making a reflection in Photoshop, it still
gives you the basic understanding of how to reflect objects. You can use this method
on any other object as well.

14. How to align an object to the ideal center?

Sometimes you will need to align your object (text, shape, picture, etc.) to the very
center of the document. Here’s how to do it.

Select the layer where your object is.
Select all contents by pressing Ctrl+A (or go to Select->All).

)
)
) Go to Layer->Align Layers to Selection->Vertical Centers
)

a
b
c
d) Go to Layer->Align Layers to Selection->Horizontal Centers

Done!

15. Using the Liquify tool

Now let’s have some fun! Open a picture in Photoshop and go to Filter->Liquify:
t | Fiter | Analysis 3D View Wind

Conwert For Smart Filkers

=l

Filker Gallety...

Liquify. . Shift-+Chr -+
‘Wanishing Point,.. Ale+Ckr+y

Artistic

Blur

Brush Strokes
Distork

Moise
Pixelate

r rF rXr v vy owrow

Render

| bonnaaal ammm
27| TrueKolor.net E:'_jmm\’euwu-..uam


http://www.truekolor.net/�

An Idiot’s Guide to Photoshop - Part Il

That'll get you the following dialog box.

-
Liquify (27.pz. @ 100%)

Cancel

LoadMesh.. | Sae Mesh...
Toal Ciptions
Brugh Sze: (100 = |
BushDensity: 50 = |
Bruish Pressure: (100 = |

Brush Rate: ||
Turbubert Jitker: |

Reconstruct Made: |

[ FeERSBEOD® AR

Reconstruct Options )
Made: |Revest | 'J

Mask Options

Mone | | MashAl || Ioweitdl

! Show Image (7] Show Mesh

|1 Shew Backdrog.

o wew e

The icons highlighted in red are your tools. The ones highlighted in green are your tool
options.

Now let’s play with the Bloat Tool. Select it from your tools as shown below.

s
Lrquidy (27 .jpe @ 100°%)

Ol e A

=
74
=
¥
Q

Press and hold your left mouse button on the eye in the picture. As you see, the
longer you hold the button - the more distorted it gets.

28] TrueKolor.net Elilmm(é’ "3305.6‘6“‘!
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PECRR ¥ 0e® &%

Try the other tools as well and see how much fun you can do with your friends’
photos!

Are you sure you don’t have any aliens in your neighborhood yet?

RO T
29| TrueKolor.net %HIQKU‘WSG:.C‘Om
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H makeuseof.com

Visit MakeUseOf.com for daily posts on cool websites, free software and internet tips. If
you enjoyed this guide/manual then subscribe to MakeUseOf.com (via feed or email) and
get instant access to several other such guides and cheat sheets to your favorite programs.
- www.makeuseof.com(latest articles)

- www.makeuseof.com/dir/(browse cool websites by category)

- www.makeuseof.com/most-popular/(most popular articles)

- http://feedproxy.google.com/Makeuseof(feed)

- http://feedburner.google.com/fb/a/mailverify?uri=Makeuseof&loc=en_US(subscribe via
email)

Don’t miss out on our other cool manuals!
Subscribe via email or RSS to download!

¢ mokevseol.oom

O mikeuseof.com

(e mukeuseal.com

Guideboak for the Internet Audiophile

ubuntu

karmic koala How Tq Build o
blble A Gaming PC
Simen Slamgen
& Olly Connelly 5 e e
L mewa

[ makeuseof.com ¢ mokeuseof.com

The Complete Guide to Twitter The Internet Guide for the Movie Addict

[

o, e e ety 8 VSSUPSAIT ] ety Bt (ot ) g Ve
pr—r—_—

T T T

RO T
30| TrueKolor.net %MQKﬁ"u“ﬁda‘r.eOm


http://www.truekolor.net/�
http://www.makeuseof.com/�
http://www.makeuseof.com/dir/�
http://www.makeuseof.com/most-popular/�
http://feedproxy.google.com/Makeuseof�
http://feedburner.google.com/fb/a/mailverify?uri=Makeuseof&loc=en_US�
http://www.makeuseof.com/�

An Idiot’s Guide to Photoshop - Part Il

(& mokeuseof.com

The Unofficial Guide To The iPhone
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The Productivity Guide
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