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welcome
Dear Friends,

It is with great pleasure that we present Mission Dolores Academy’s 2017-2018 Annual 
Report.

Once again, it was a stellar year at MDA! As in years past, we are humbled by the 
generosity of our benefactors, by the hard work and dedication of our teachers and 
staff, and most importantly, by our young scholars and their devoted families. It would be 
difficult to sum up such an amazing year in one paragraph, but here is a brief look into 
2017-2018.

●90% of our 2018 graduates were accepted to a top Catholic, Independent, or     
   College Preparatory Charter school
●Record levels for both Reading and Math (NWEA Standardized Tests)
●Enrollment continues to remain strong - bolstered by 32 new MDA Tiger Cubs in 
   Kindergarten
●A record Luncheon honoring Father Gagan
●100% teacher retention
●Operating costs remain flat for the third straight year
●Our NO BULLY program was a resounding success with disciplinary incidents down 
   50%
●10 students received the Sacrament of Baptism, 18 students received First Holy 
   Communion, and 21 students received the Sacrament of Confirmation
●Inaugural Eighth Grade Outdoor Education trip to Yosemite

Amidst all this wonderful news, the MDA community was deeply saddened by the pass-
ing of two longtime friends, benefactors, and mentors. Mr. William Buckingham and Mr. 
Frederick Furth both succumbed to illness and are now in the graces of God. Their 
thoughts, contributions, leadership, and friendship will be greatly missed.

On behalf of the MDA faculty, staff, students, and families, we humbly and respectfully 
thank you for making MDA a beacon of excellence!

Paul Recktenwald
Head of School

Meredith Essalat
Principal

Fr. Charles Gagan
Founder

Alex Adamson
Jerry Brooner
Kendel Qvale Duford
Sara Duryea (Chair)
Margie Ellis
 
 

David English
Rob Flowers
Gianna Franco
Fr. Charles Gagan, S.J.
Keith Giarman

Sr. Joan Hanna, O.P.
Michelle Harris
Bob Lalanne
Michele Meany
Reed Minuth

Joy Mistele
Susan Oberndorf
Timothy Alan Simon
Mary Toboni
Gregg Wurster
 

MDA Board of directors
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true to our mission of providing a high-quality
education at an affordable tuition level, we: 
offer the 2nd lowest tuition among k-8 schools in the archdiocese of 
san francisco

provided $1.62 million in scholarships in the last 7 years

have a 100% teacher retention rate

have a 13:1 student/teacher ratio



Donors69%

Tuition

Megan Furth Memorial Fund

Other

20%

3%

8%

our year in review

revenue

Program75%

Development

Administration

15%

10%

expense

$3,091,838*

$2,736,988*

*pass through charges for In-kind donations have been removed
Results are for the fiscal year starting August 1, 2017 and ending July 31, 2018
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MDA expenditure per student 

$14,575

San Francisco Unified expenditure per student

$10,775

$1,850

Average tuition MDA receives per student 

MDA delivers  outstanding academic results (based on standardized tests) 
at a lower cost than public schools 

even with the second-lowest tuition in the archdiocese, 88% of our families
required some form of tuition assistance 

MDA relies on community investment to help fund the $8,925 gap between what 
it costs to educate a student and what our families are able to afford.

per student financial metrics
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our school at a glance

Latino42%

African-American

Asian/Filipino

Multi-Ethnic

Other

21%

15%

21%

1%

Ethnicity

18% live in San Mateo County

9% live in the East Bay

of our students live in San 
Francisco. MDA families live in 
neighborhoods including the 
Mission, Tenderloin, Western 
Addition, Bay View, Hunters 
Point and Visitacion Valley.

73%
Where our students live

Enrollment

229
234

243
250

257
262

254

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

our academic results

In demographic comparisons, 
Mission Dolores Academy
students outperformed those in
public schools by: 

mathematics +43.6%
language arts +11.8%

high school acceptance

90%
of our class of 2018 were accepted into the bay 
area’s top catholic, independent and charter 
college preparatory high schools.

Archbishop Riordan

The Bay School

City, Arts & Technology 

Convent of the Sacred Heart

Drew School

Immaculate Conception Academy

KIPP

Lick Wilmerding

Lowell High School

Mercy High School

Sacred Heart Cathedral Prep

Saint Ignatius College Prep

Stuart Hall High School

The Urban School

University High School
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In an effort to cultivate the vast talents and abilities of the MDA student body, 
partnerships have been formed to provide enrichment opportunities across all 
grade levels.  

Students in Grades Six through Eight apply to work on a weekly basis with the Human Rights 
Commission of San Francisco, forming a Student Relations Council on campus to develop 
ideas on strengthening community and celebrating the diversity of MDA.  

Girls in Sixth through Eighth Grades are mentored by Krystle Morales and the Movemeant Foun-
dation, focusing each week on body positivity and mindfulness through dance. 

Our Fifth Grade students foster a community garden in MDA’s new planter boxes under the 
guidance of Fresh Growth Gardens.  

First and Fourth Grade students learn from CUESA (Center for Urban Education About Sustain-
able Agriculture), spending a day at the Ferry Building’s Farmer ’s Market and cooking with their 
classmates and families here on campus at Family Cooking Night.

6.



Sixth Grade students head out to the Marin Headlands for three days, in partnership with Na-
tureBridge, studying marine biology at their Golden Gate campus.

Eighth Grade students head out to Yosemite National Park for one week, in partnership with 
NatureBridge, studying life sciences at their Yosemite Valley campus.

Third and Fourth Grade girls engage in a weekly book club, SOS (Sisterhood of Solidarity), 
reading together and discussing ways to support and empower one another on topics like 
self-esteem, friendships, and goal-setting.

Fifth Grade sets sail aboard the historic Balclutha—an overnight adventure studying what it was 
like to be a sailor at the turn-of-the 20th Century.

Kindergarten through Third Grade and Sixth Grade learn the art of song through a partnership 
with the San Francisco Opera.  Sixth Grade even wrote their own Opera on Social Justice 
themes in the Fall!

After school enrichment opportunities include: StreetSoccer USA, YouthSF, Alonzo Lines Ballet, 
Art, Spanish Club.



highlights from the year

100th Day of School
Science Fair

St. Patrick’s Day

Marin Headlands Fieldtrip

Fr. Gagan’s 80th Birthday

Learning to Cook 

May Crowning
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highlights from the year

Kindergarten Graduation

Class of 2018!

Christmas Nativity 

Tiger Trot Lap-a-Thon 

Fire Station Visit 

keep up with MDA:
MissionDoloresAcademy

MissionDoloresAcademy

MissionDAcademy



THANK YOU 
TO OUR 
BENEFACTORS

$100,000+
The BASIC Fund
Susan and Bill Oberndorf

$50,000+
Alliance for School Choice
Anonymous
Anonymous
Celebrate Foundation
Louise M. Davies Foundation
Mara Fritz
Josephine Hardin
Millicent and Bob Lalanne
Mary Lester
Joy and Tom Mistele
Cristina and Robert Morris
Kostas Pantazopoulos
Viragh Family Foundation, Inc.

$25,000+
Joey Buckingham
Angela and Christopher Cohan
Crescent Porter Hale Foundation
Dana and Robert Emery
The Guardsmen Foundation
Alicia and Philip Hammarskjold
James Irvine Foundation
John D. Moriarty
Dona and Peter Newell
Yvonne Sangiacomo
John and Dorothy Shea
Maureen Sullivan
Jessica and Matt Verrochi

$15,000+
Anonymous
Archdiocese of San Francisco
Gail L. Baird Foundation
Sue and Todd Carter
Mary A. Crocker Trust
Lyda & Rico DeLuca Foundation
Dignity Health
Dominican Sisters of San Rafael
The Jay and Barbara Fritz Family 
   Foundation
Margaret Mak and David Lichtman
Stacy and Matt Perry
Janet and Clint Reilly
Scott Rofey
George H. Sandy Foundation

$10,000+
Georgia Bennicas
Jerry and Amber Brooner
Mary and James Buckingham
Jeanne and Adolph Capurro
Heidi Cortese
Anne and Scott Davison
Doug Dossey
Sara Duryea
Isabelle Georgeaux and 
   Patrick Healy
Cecilia and James Herbert
Mary Jo and Richard Kovacevich
George and Mary Kremer 
   Foundation
Rebecca and Robert Loback
Michele and Chris Meany
Anna and Mason Morfit
Colleen and John Morrissey
Karen and Joe Niehaus
Lorie and Baxter Rice
Diane Wilsey
Todd and Lisa Zabelle

$5,000+
Anonymous
Raul Arriaza
Laura Brugger and Ross Sappenfield
Build Group
Annette Carrel
Albert Ceresa
Children of Shelters
Mary and Lawrence Del Santo
Sharon Doyle
The Drum Foundation
Margie Ellis
Kate and David English
Susan and Sidney Goodwill
Nanette Gordon
Marirtje and James Greene, Jr.
Erica and Ken Gregory
Paddy Dailey Hayes and Richard Hayes
Kate Kelly and Tom Klein
Marilyn and Bernd Kutzscher
Denise LaPointe
Catherine Lawton and Thomas J. Cosgrove
Maura Markus
John and Sally McInerney
Carrick and Andrew McLaughlin
The Joseph and Mercedes McMicking 
   Foundation
Ann G. Miller
Ellen and John Miller
Megin Scully and Reed Minuth
Timothy Muller
The Olympic Club Foundation
Sandy Otellini
Pacific Union Development Company
Ann Shea
Joan Siboni
Bill and Jean Terheyden
Mary and Joe Toboni
Elizabeth and Gregory Vaughan
Bobbie and Michael Wilsey
Janice and D. Edward Wohlleb
Brenda Wright

Every effort has been made to publish names correctly, but if we have 
made an error, please contact us at development@mdasf.org or 
415.638.6213
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$2,500+
Anonymous
Mary and Ted Arbuckle
Jeanne and William Barulich
Jennifer and Ron Beller
British Motor Car Distributors
Pat and John Cahill
Katherine and Jeffrey Congdon
Sue and Mike Davison
Mohsen Fahmi
Kate and John Faust
Marie and Jack Fitzpatrick
FivePoint
Wynne and John Ford
Lynn and Brian Gagan
Casey and Keith Giarman
William Goodell
Christine and John Grassi
Jean MacCurdy and 
   William Hogan
Brenda Jewett
Jon and Angie Keehn
Sally and Jim Klingbeil
Monica Landry
Jilma Meneses
Teresa Nally
Patty and John Pizza
Preston Raisin
Tony Sanchez-Corea III
Angus and Caroline Scott
Greg and Ann Swart
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Taddeucci
The Ruth and Vernon Taylor 
    Foundation
Carolyn Thomas
Sylvia and Fred Tocchini
Jose F. Ursua
Mary Ellen and John Zellerbach

$1,000+
Ellen Adams
Shannon and Dan Aja
Tamsen and Azikiwee Anderson
JoAnn and Jack Bertges
Julia and Bryan Birmingham
Tiffany Bohee and Brian Spaulding
Mary Buckingham
Jane and James Buckley
Kris and Howard Case
Catholic Kolping Society of America
Robert Ceremsak
Ellen Chaitin and V.Roy Lefcourt
Matthew Cutler
Kalle Dahl
Jane and Con Doherty
Elizabeth and Robert Dondero
Jessica and Michael Eisler
Meredith and Cameron Essalat
Kelsey Finch
Tisha Ford
Mary and Donald Foree
Henry and Myrna Fourcade
Steph and Dick Fredericks
Dana Freudenberger
Sarah Friar
Elise and Tully Friedman
Kathryn Hahn
Leslie and George Hume
Knowing Technologies
Natasha Kohne
Margaret Krehbiel
Carol and Mark Lerdal
Mary Kay and Stephen Leveroni
Matthew and Gina Lytle
Farah and Victor Makras
Deborah Matthies
Tom and Robin Mattimore
June and Jim McCarthy
McNabb Foundation
Mary and Thomas Mellon
James Milligan
Michael J. Minervini
Mission Dolores Basilica
Lili Monell

Virginia Murillo
Joanne and Martin Murphy
Greg and Claudia Myall
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Ostler
Pacific Western Foundation
Anna Payne
Joseph Phelps Vineyards
Rodney Pierre-Antoine
Mary Pinkus
Leslie and Nick Podell
Anne and Kevin Ryan
Tony and Mary Lou Schiavo
Sandy and Dominik Slonek
Caroline Smith
Gian and Ariane Solomon
Helen and Richard Spalding
St. Ignatius Church
Gayle and Eric Starr
Strategic Project Solutions
Kimberly and Philip Summe
Michelle and Craig Taylor
Mark and Michelle Tellini
Cindy and Dan Thomas
Lisa and Jack Troedson
Utilligent
Cheryl and Jerome Williams
Frances and J. Michael Wilson
Gregg and Julie Wurster

$500+
Anonymous
Hilary and Bruce Armstrong
Mary and Richard Austin
Lorraine Bader
The Belluomini Family Trust
Elizabeth and David Birka-White
Gwyneth Borden
Henry Buckingham
Heidi Castelein
City and County of San Francisco
Lisa and Jim Considine



$500+
Mary Lou and Hartley Cravens
Joann Cunnane
Arville and Herbert Damner
Adam Davison and Avery Carmassi
Karen McNulty and Dan Ehrmann
Facebook/Network for Good
Susan and George Fesus
Brian and Annie Gagan
Kathleen A. Grogan
Amanda Hamilton
Mary Lou and James Harris
Michelle and Jody Harris
Michael and Joan Heffernan
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Hemann
Dennis Higgs
Claire Marie and Thomas Johnston
Cathy and John Kalin
Christine and Mike Kennedy
John and Kim Kieckhefer
Mr. and Mrs. John Kiley
Jane and Richard Leider
Luna Vineyards
Brenda and Don MacLean
Coralee and Michael McDermott
Barbara and Neal McGettigan
Jennifer and Brian McNamee
Marisa and Robert Mizono
Joseph Gartland Moore
Katie Morford
Ann and Vincent Mulroy
Tinker and Leo Murphy
Carey and Joseph Muscat
Lois and Frank Noonan
Lisa and John Odyniec
Karen Peterson
Erica and Eric Plam
Fr. Mario Prietto, S.J.
Kelly and Charles Rickards
Karen and Victor Rollandi
Mr. Robert Romanovsky
Peter Rossi
Betsy and Kennth Roth
Anita and Gregory Ruud
Maureen and Michael Samson

Christine Russell and 
   Mark Schlesinger
SF Realtors
Marc Simon-Vermot
Stephen Sitter
Tom Smith Ph.D
Benita and Al Sodini
Waneska and Chris Torto
Ms. and Mr. Anita Trachte
Ms. Page Victor
Mike and April Ward
Nicola Webster
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Worner
Beth Wraga Steininger
Roger Wu

under $500
Victoria Abballo
Kenneth James Ackerman
Sharon Allen
AmazonSmile Foundation
Diana Angelini
Anonymous
Deborah and John Avakian
Mr. Linden Bader
John Balson
Thomas and Mary Bersot
Tila Bibliowicz
Barbara and Jerrold Bocci
Steven Bono
Gus and Karie Boosalis
Steve Bowdry
Kimberly Brandon
Katharine Braswell
Ann Brennan
Martha Brigham
Parker Brown
Bronwyn Brunner
Christine Brusati
Grace Buckingham
Irma and William Bush

Susan and Vincent Butler
California Academy Of Sciences
California Wine Merchant
Ruth Callanan
Tristan and Candice Cameron
Darren Carmassi
Kathleen H. Carr
Diana and Graziano Cerchiai
Juliet Chaitin-Lefcourt
Lisa and Don Clay
Dion Cominos
Thomas Cooney
Elizabeth Coover
Rachel Cusick
Dandelion Chocolate
Nicole and Paul Daze
Mr. John Del Santo
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Del Santo
Cloey Del Santo
Carol DeVincenzi
Christine and Terence DeVoto
David Domyancic
William Dzugan
Marianne Emblad
Dr. Cameron Emmott
Constance and William Engler
Sonia and Farro Essalat
Julie Feldstein
Paulino Fernandes
Rebecca Figone
Fran and Matt Fisher
Staci and David Fleming
Whitney Ford
Gianna Franco
Raymond Frost
Mark Gagan
Adolfo Garcia
Paul and Debora Gaspari
Julie Gessow
Clevette Gibson
Ana Gonzalez-Lane
Emily Gudaitis
Mr. Alessandra Gulli
Deanna and Peter Gumina



under $500
Fracella Hall
Margaret Handlery
Susan and Kevin Hanley
Kathryn Holmes
Mr. Gregory Hribar
Carla and Dave Hultman
Tina and Cris Ibarra
Cathy Jackson
Anne Marie and John Jordan
Andrea and John Joyce
Kathleen Anne Kelly
Amy and Mark Kelly
Moira Kimball
Dylan Kordic
Kevin and Maureen Kosewic
Jeff and Kathy Lawton
Meagan and Dale Levitan
Lifetouch
Luaren Livingston
Vivien and Ned MacDonald
Beverly Maffei
Simon and Darcy Manning
Connie and Haig Mardikian
Alberto and Marissa Marquez
James McCormick
Anthony McGuire
Melanie and John McKenna
Janet and Tom McKinley
Laura McMillan
Alyson Miles
Cheryl and Albert Minvielle
Ravi and Christine Mohan
Phyllis Moldaw
Jim and Lee Ann Monfredini
Eva and Michael Monroe
Gisele and George Monteverdi
Maryanne Murray
Philip Musto
Mary Lou Myers
National Committee for Latin 
   and Greek
Cathy Ng
Olga O'Hara
Rita O'Hara

May-Yin and John O'Neill
Marie Otto
Joan Padia
Meridith Pantaleoni
Kenneth and Sarah Petrilla
David Philpott
Dawn and John Pickering
Steve Piuma
Nicholas and Jane Prior
Sister Ann Providence
James and Angela Putkey
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Radeff
Megha Rajput
Stephanie and Paul Riehle
John Ring
Marilen McIntyre and 
   Donald Rogers
Deborah and Arthur Romaine
Mr. Jeffrey Roos
and Carolyn Saade
Daniel and Sue Sami
Joanna Saribalis
Jeff Schindler
Marty Schuh
Meghan Schwartz
Kathleen and Bruce Scollin
Rebecca and Brian Selna
Rita Semel
Julie and Dennis Shanagher
and Annette Sheaffer
Suzie Sheedy
Carola Shepard
Maris Scully and Thomas Shields
Beth and Russell Silvestri
Timothy Alan Simon, Esq.
Breonna Slade
Felicia and Chris Snow
Debi and Brian Spiers
Cheryl McCloskey and Paul 
   Steigerwald
Alison Sullivan
Michelle Tapia
Margaret and Floyd Taylor
Victoria Terheyden

Valerie Toler
Gene and Barbara Trainor
Frances Van Bergen
Alice Victor
John Vigo
Blanche Virk
Maria von Massenhausen
AJ Von Massenhausen
Maggie von Massenhausen
Elaine and Philip Warren
Richard and Mary Warren
John Wasaff
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Werdel
Liz and Steven Wilkes
Hon. and Mrs. Ray Williamson
Catherine and Tobias Wolff
Barry and Sherry Wootton

In-kind donations
and special thanks
Tom and Darby Bonomi
British Motor Car Distributors
Brown Sugar Kitchen
Delfina
Sara Duryea
Claire Marie Flowers
Classic Wines
CYO Transportation
The Four Seasons
Hensley Event Resources
JL Imagination
Mourad
Oakwild Ranch Toboni Vineyard
Piperade
Porche of Livermore
Price Family Vineyards & Estates
Rodney Strong Vineyards
The Slanted Door
Mary and Joe Toboni
Wilson-Meany
Year & Day



save the date
mission dolores academy’s top chefs benefit luncheon
Thursday, May 9th, 2019

The Four Seasons, San Francisco

Honoring Mission Dolores Academy Board Chair, Sara Duryea.  

Please join us on May 9th, meet our students, and see firsthand what sets Mission Dolores Academy apart from other
K-8 schools. You will be in for a culinary treat as longtime friend of the school and James Beard Award
winner Charles Phan of the Slanted Door will lead some of San Francisco’s most beloved chefs to prepare a memorable 
three-course meal. 

for more details please visit www.mdasf.org/topchefs





mission dolores academy
In partnership with the Megan Furth Memorial Fund

3371 16th Street, San Francisco, CA 94114

mdasf.org | 415.638.6213

To sustain our environment and to maximise cost savings the 2018 annual report 
is only available as an e-version. if you would like a printed copy, please e-mail development@mdasf.org




